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SERMON LXXVIL 
Concerning our imitation of the di- 


vine periections. 
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P; 3 \ , 4 
MATTH. v.44. & 7A nl 


Be ye therefore perfeft, even as your. Father which is 54 
_ #n Heaven 1s ferfee, _ 


tion of the divine nature ſuppoſed, not only in thoſe 
before mentioned, of goodneſs and mercy, and pa- 
tience ; but in all other excellencies whatſoever, 
Secondly, The perfe&ion of GoD is propounded as 
A pattern for our imitation. | | 
In the handling of theſe two particulars, I propound- 
ed to procecd in this method. | 


z N theſe words we have, Firſt, The abſolute perfec- 


I. To ſhew how we are to conceive of the divine 
perfeRion. 


II. To lay down ſome rules, by which we may rec= 
tify and govern our opinions concerning the attributes 
and perfeftions of Gor. | 44%, 

III. To ſhew how far we are to imitate the perfec- 


| GSions of God, and particularly what thoſe divine qua- 


lities are which our Saviour doth here more eſpert- 
ally propound to our jmitation. 

IV. To clear the true me2ning of this precept, and 
to ſhew that the duty here intended by our SAviouR 


3s nor impoſſible to us; and then to draw ſome uſeful 
inferences from the whole. 


The two firſt I have already ſpoken to, '1 now pro- 
.ceed to the third particular, which is to ſhew how fac 
we are to imitate the perfe&tions.of Gov, and particu- 


Jarly what thoſe divine qualities are, which our Sa v1- 
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2 Concerning our imitation Ser. 5, 


, ©VvR doth here more eſpecially propound to our imita- 


tion; - For thonghytheſe words: do ſuppoſe the abſolute 
perfeftions of Go» which-are incommunicable,' -and\ a 


creature, as ſuch, is utterly incapable of them, theſe 
' cannot be ſuppoſed to be intended for a pattern to us, 


As the neceffity and independency of the divine nature 
and the ſelf-ſufficiency of it to his own happineſs ; to 
be the original cauſe of all things ; and conſequently ſu- 
pream lord and governor : the immenſfity.and eternity 
of his being ; theſe, and perhaps ſeveral other perfec- 
tions, are incommunicable to a creature ; and it would 
be an unſufferable pride, and a kind of high treaſon a- 
pain the divine majeſty, and a ſottiſh ignorance of the 
necciJary bounds and limits of our own ſlate, as we are 
creatures, to think to reſemble God in theſe excellen- 
cies, of which the condition of a creature is utterly ih» 
cipable, This was the fin of Lncifer, an ambition to ftep 
iito the throne of Gon, and to be like the moſt bigh. 
So that in our irhitation of the divine perfe&tion, we 
are to keep within the fiation of creatures, not afte&t- 
ing an independency and ſovereignty like the moſt high, 
and to be omnipotent as he is, to hawe an arm like 
Cop, and to thunder with a woice like him, as the ex- 
preſiion is in Job: but to endeavour to reſemble him, 
fro meduls creature, according to the rate and capacity 
of a creature, in thoſe divine qualities, and in ſuch 
meaſures and degrees, as our finite and dependant na- 
ture is capable of, £4 
. More eſpecially and chiefly in the moral perfeCtions of 
the divine nature, ſuch as are his goodneſs, and mercy, 
and patience, his juſtice, and truth, and faithfulneſs, 
theſe, and only theſe, the ſcripture ſeems to compre- 
hend under the name of holineſs ; not all the excellen- 
cies of the divine nature in general, but thoſe which 
we call moral excellencies and perfeQions, ſuch as thoſe 
which I have named ; for with.theſe, and hardly with 
any other,  »s the holineſs of Gop joined. in ſcripture, 
as boly and righteous, holy and true, &c, And there- 
fore when Cop ſays, be ye holy, for 1 am boly, it fig- 
nifies that we are to imitate Gop in his goodneſs, and 
| . mercy, 
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Ser. 77. of the divine perfedtions. 2 
mercy, and patience, and righteouſneſs, and faithful- 
neſs, and truth; for theſe are the holineſs of the divine 
nature, which ſet him at the greateſt diſtance from that 
which we call moral impurity and fin, | 
For that which our Saviour here in the text more. 
pecuhiarly recommends to our imitation, its the goodneſs 
of Gop, of which his mercy and patience are two 
eminent branches. 'The metcy of Gov is his goodneſs 
to thoſe that are in miſery or are liable to it. The pa- 
tience of God is his mercy in ſparing thoſe who have 
deſerved puniſhment, and are liable to it. And the 
goodneſs of Gop is then preateſt, when it is exerciſed 
towards the'evil and unthankful ; thoſe who are fo far 
from deſerving it, that they have: given great and-jnſt 
provecations to the contrary, And this affeCtionate 
temper of mind, which 1s ſo remarkable in Gop to- 
wards the unworthy and unthankful fons of men, our 
SAVIOUR recommends to our imitation here in the 
text, Be ye therefore perfeF, even as your Father oy 
7s tn beawven is perfe?, Be ye therefere; this article 0 
inference therefore, hath a plain relation to ſomething 


ſpoken before z and if we Jook back to wer, 44. we 


ſhall find our Saviour there enjoyning his diiciples 79 
dove their enemies, to bleſs them that curſe them, to do 
go2d to them that hate them, and to pray for thoſe that 
deſpightfully uſe them, and perſecute them, And by what 
other argument doth he inforce the praftice of this dif- 
ficult duty, but by telling us, that this is to be like 
Cop, to be good to the evil and unthankful, wer. 45. 
That ye may be the children of your heavenly Father, wvho 
maketh his ſun to riſe on the evil and the good, and bis 
rain to fall on the juſt, and on the unjuſt, Gov is good ta 
all, and exerciſeth great mercy and patience even towards 
the evil, and unjuſt, And then he concludes, that if 
perfection itſelf be Kt to be a pattern, we ſhould labour 
after theſe qualities, Be ye therefore perfec?, even as 
your Father which ts in  beawen is perſet, So that 
though the univerſal perfe&tion of the divine nature be 
here ſuppoſed, yet the attributes of his goodneſs, and 
Mercy, and patience, are here pargicy}arly poigtcd ar, 
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and propounded to us for our pattern, . and the precept 
of imitating the divine arketiios is more eſpecially to 

e vhderſtood of thoſe perfeCtions which our Saviour 
hd been diſcourſing of before, wiz. the goodneſs and 


mercy of Goy, And that this is undoubtedly ſo, is 


evident from St, Luke's rendring this precept, Chap. 

vi. 56. Be ye therefore fuxripmoves, benefici, ready to ds 

food, full of kindneſs and benignity ; merciful as your 

Father which is in heaven is merciful ; that is, endea« 

vour you to be ſuch as I have deſcribed Gop to be, 

Ard this St. Matthew calls perfetion, becauſe the 

govineſs of Gop is his great perfection, and the glory 

of the divine nature,, that which refle&s a luſtre and 

beauty upon all his other attributes, and takes off the 

ter1or of them, From all which it is plain, what thoſe 

perfetions of the divine nature are, which our SAvVt- 

oOvR Goth here particularly recommend to our imita- 

tion. I ceme now in the 
- IV. and laft place, To clear the true meaning of this 

| -uphi's; and to ſhew that the duty here required, and 

Inended by our Saviour (when he ſays, Be ye per- 

PR, ns yur Father which ts in beawven 1s perfeft) is not 
impoſſible to us. And to this purpoſe be pleaſed to 
confiler theſe three or four things. 

7. "That our imitation of Gon is certainly reſtrained 
to the communicable perfetions of GoD, and ſuch as 
creitures are capable of, as I have ſhewn before, For 
it is ſo far from being a duty to affect or attempt to be 


 Fke Gov in his peculiar perfection, that it was proba» 


bly the'fin of the apoſtate angels. 
© 2, Qur imitation of the divine perfeftiens, which are 
ecmmunicable to creatures, is likewiſe to be reſtrained 
to ſuch degr2es of theſe perfeQtions, as creatures are ca- 
pab!e of, For no creature can ever be fo perfetly good, 
a: Cop is; .nor partake of any other excellency in that 
tranſcendent degree, in which the Qivine nature js poſleſt 
cf it. | 
2. But there is no manner of inconvenience in hav=- 
ine a pattern propound+d to us of ſo great perfection, as 
is above our reach to attain to; and there may be great 
advantages 
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Ser. 77 of the divine perfetions, bo 
advantages in it, The way to excell in any kind is, 
optima queque exempla ad imitandum proponere, to pro- 
poſe the higheſt and moſt perfe&t examples to our imi- 
tation, No man can write after too perfe&t and good 
copy, though he can never reach the perfeQion of it, 
yet he is like to learn more, than by one leſs perfeCt. 
He that aims at the heavens, which yet he is ſure to 
come ſhort of, is like to ſhoot higher than he that aims 
at a mark within his reach, | 
Befides that the excellency of the pattern, as it leaves 
room for continual improvement, ſo it kindles ambition, 
and makes men ſtrain and contend to the utmoſt to do 
better; and though he c2n never hope to equal the ex- 
ample before him, yet he will endeavour to come as 
near it as he can. So that a perfe&t pattern is no hin- 
drance, but an advantage rather to our improvement in 
any kind. | 
4+ If any thing can be ſuppoſed to be our duty, which 
15 abſolutely beyond our power, a precept of this nature, 
may. with as much reaſon be ſuppoſed to be ſo, as any 
thing that can be inſtanced in: becauſe in ſuch a caſe, 
if we do our beſt, and be continually prefling forward 
towards the mark, though we can never reach it, yet 
we do very commendably, and whatever the law may 
require to try. and raiſe our obedience, yet in all equita- 


. ble interpretation, ſuch a will and endeavour will be ac- 


ceptable with Gor for the deed, For if the perfeCtion 
of the Jaw do really exceed our ability, and be beyond 
the poſſibility ef our performance, the aſſurance we 
have of Gop's goodneſs will ſufficiently ſecure us from 
any danger and prejudice upon that account. And we 
may reaſonably preſume, that to do all we can towards 
the fulfilling of this precept, will be as acceptable to 
Gon, as beneficial to ourſelves, as if our power had 
been greater, and we had perfe&tly fulfilled it. If our 
heavenly father, to try the readineſs and chearfulneſs 
of our obedience, bid us do that which he knows we 
cannot do, though we can do ſomething towards it, we 
may be ſnre that he will be very well pleaſed when: he 
izes, that in obedience to him we have done all that = 
| | coutd, 


— > 


—y 


For SOLE DCA S boo adwobyy oe. Y 


——S—— 


& Concerning our imitation Ser. 77. 
could, And we may in this caſe reaſon as our Savi- 
QUR does; If we that are evil would deal thus with 
eur children, how much more ſhall our heawenly father ? 
The goodneſs of Gop ſignifies very httle, if it does not 
fignify this, that in any inſtance of real and unqueſtio- 
nable goodneſs, Gov 15 much better than any father 
upon carth, | | 
However at the worſt, that wherein we fall ſhort of 
the perfection of the law, may be ſupplied on our part, 
by an humble acknowledgment of our own weakneſs 
and imperfe&ion, and on GoD's part by mercy and 
forgiveneſs, for the ſake of the perfeCt obedience of our 
bleſled redeemer. This is the leaſt benefit we can ex- 
peCt in this caſe from the grace, and mercy, and equity 
of the goſpel. | 
5. And laſtly, which will fully clear this matter, this 
ome doth not oblige us to come up to a perfect equa» 
ity with the pattern propounded to us, but only imports 
a vigorous imitation of it ; that we be perpetually aſ- 
cending and climbing up higher, {till advancing from 
one degree of goodnels to another, and continually aſpi- 
zing after a nearer reſemblance to Gop : and this cer- 
tainly is poſſible to us, to endeavour to be as like GoÞD 
as we can in this weak and imperfe&t ſtate. 
Whereas any equality with Gop, even in the com- 
 municable attributes of his goodneſs, and mercy, and 
patience, is nct only impoſſible to us in this ſtate of fin 
and imperfeC&tion, but above the condition of a crea- 
Ture, even of the ſpirits of juſt men made perfe#, and of 
the higheſt angels in glory: for their perfection 1s not 
abſolute, but in comoariion with our preſent ſtate. And 
I think there is no great reaſon to doubt, but that the 
| bleſſed ſpirits above, who continually behold the face of 
their father, are till writing after this copy, which is 
here propounded to us; and endeavouring to be perfef, 
es their Father which 1s in heaven is perfet, till aſpi- 
ring after a nearer and more perfe& reſemblance of 
Gov, whole goodneſs and mercy is fo far beyond, and 
before that of any creature, that they may be ever ap- 
praaching gcargy tg it, and yet never overtaks it, 
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Ser. 55%. of the divine perfertions. 7 

And this ſeems to' be no inconfiderable ingredient, and 
enhancement of the happineſs of heaven, that the ho- 
lineſs of good men (which is the fimilitude of God) 1s 
never at a ſtand, nor at its full growth and period ; but 
that the glorified ſaints (yea, and bleſſed angels too) 
may be continually growing and improving, and they 
themſelves ſtil become better and happier to all eterni- 
ty. And this in my apprehenſion is no undervatuing 
the happineſs of heaven, that it is not ſo perfeQ at 
firſt, as it ſhall be afterwards; becauſe it is granted on 
all hands, that the happineſs of thoſe good ſouls, who 
are already in bliſs, ſhall be more perfe&t and compleat 
at the reſurretion, And why may it not then be con- 
tinually increafing, and be augmented ftill more and 
more, without any ſtint or final period of its perfec- 
tion? In this world we are apt to faint in a long courſe 
of goodneſs, and to be wveary of 2vell-doing, But in the 
other ſtate, when men ſhall be ſtrongly biaſſed to good- 
neſs, and having nothing to pull them back, it will then 
be ſo far from being a trouble, that methinks it 
ſhould be a mighty pleaſure to the bleſſed, to find that 
there is no end of their doing good and becoming bet=- 
ter, For {if conformity to Gop be the ground and 
foundation of all happineſs, then out bleſſedneſs will 
advance proportionably, as we grow more and more 
like to him, This I confeſs were a difmal confidera- 
tion, to think that in heaven we ſhould be liable to 
relapſe, to go backward, or fall from that holy and 
happy ſtate. But this is a comfortable conſideration, 


that our holineſs and happineſs ſhall never be at a 


ſtand, that it is ſecure ſo far as it goes, and that we 
cannot loſe what we have once attained, as we may do 
in this world, This methinks ſhould be a trouble to 
no man, that as good and happy as he is at firſt, he 
ſhall till be better and better, more and more happy 
without end, | | 

But be that as it will, and as Gon pleafeth (for we 
do but talk in the dark about our future ſtate,) this is 
certain, that an equality with GoD in any of his per- 
fetions is not to be attained by any creature; and 
| | therefore 
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therefore cannot be thought to be the meaning of this ' 


precept : but that which our Saviour requires 1s a 
vigorous imitation of this pattern; that we have this 
example of the divine perfetion always before us, . and 
that we be continually endeavouring, as much as in us 
lies, to bring ourſelves to the neareſt reſemblance of 
Gov, that poſſibly we can. And if this be our fin- 
cere care' and ſtudy, we need not doubt but that it 
will find acceptance with Gop, and that he will be 
graciouſly pleaſed to eſteem us for his childrenz and if 
there need-a pardon for it, that Gop will forgive 
wherein we fall ſhort of the perfeion of that pattern, 
awhich we cannot imitate to perfeCtion. 

And happy were it for us, if this were all the ground 
of our fear and trouble, that when we had done all we 


could, we muſt till fall much ſhort of the perfe&tion of 


God's law, and the duty therein laid upon us ; alas! 
which of us does near ſo much as we can, and 1s not 


_ conſcieus to himſelf that it is through his own fault 


and negle&, that he is ſo unlike his heavenly father in 
goodneſs and mercy, in righteouſneſs and true holineſs 
and that he ſtill partakes in ſo great a meaſure of 
thoſe, not only unreaſonable and brutiſh, but even de- 
viliſh paſſions of malice and hatred, of rage and cruel- 
ty, of impatience and revenge ; and that theſe ungod- 


| like qualities do ſo frequently prevail upon us, and have 


ſo much dominion over us ! | 

We are ſo far from being what we ought, in theſe 
and many other reſpeQs, that we are far from what we 
might be, if we would mind our duty with care and 
conſcience, and make it our ſincere endeavour to ſubdue 


_ ourſelves to a conformity to GoD, and to a perfeCt ho- 


lineſs in his fear, | 
Would we but often ſet Gop before our eyes, and 
repreſent to ourſelves thoſe excellent and aimable per- 


feftions of the divine nature, which are ſo comfortable. 


and beneficial to us, and to which we ſtand infinitely 
obliged, his goodneſs and mercy and patience, upon 
which all our hopes of happineſs do depend, and to 
which we are indebted, that we are not miſerable paſt 
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Ser. 77. of the divine perfeftions. 9 
recovery ; that goodneſs and patience which he continu- 
ally exerciſeth towards us, (for we provoke him every 
day, and exerciſeth towards us) on purpoſe to endear 
thoſe perfeQtions to us, from which we reap ſo much 
comfort and advantage 3 that by the pattern of perfec- 
tion itſelf, and the example of him who is ſo much 
above us, no ways obliged to us, nor tied by any intereſt 
to be concerned for us, and who being happy in himſelf 
neither hopes nor fears any thing from us; I fay by an 
example that has all theſe advantages, we might be pro- 444 
voked to be ſo affeted towards one another (who have it 
mutual obligations one to another, and mutual expeQa- 1Þ 
tions of good or evil one from another) as we have al- | 
ways found GoD to be towards us, and as we defire he 
ſhould fill continue 3; and miſerable creatures are we, 
whenever he ceaſeth to be ſo : and we have reaſon to 
fear he will ceaſe to be ſo, if this example of his good- 
neſs and patience towards us, do not: transform us inte 
the image of the divine perfeCtions, and prevail upon us 
to imitate thoſe excellencies, which we have fo much rea- 
fon. to approve and admire, and be in love withal, 

Theſe conſiderations taken both from ingenuity and 
intereſt ſhould awaken our ſloth, and ſtir up our moſt 
reſolute and vigorous endeavoursafter that perfe&tion which 
our SAvIouR here requires, and make us aſhamed of 
our lazy complaints, that our duty is ſet on high, that 
the endeavours of our whole life cannot reach it ; when 
yet we have hardly made one ſtep towards it, and are ſo 
remiſs and unconcerned about it, as if we could do it at 
any time with the greateſt eaſe, and at an hour*s warn 
ing, before we leave the world, could fulfil this precept 
of our LorD, of being perfef as orr Father which 1s 
in heaven 1s perfe, 

And yet let me tell you, ſo far as any of us are from 
reſembling our heavenly Father in ſome good degree and 


temper of the bleſſed ; ſo far we are utterly unqualified 
for the bliſsful fight and enjoyment of God : fcr unleſs 
we be firſt ke bin, we cannot ſee bim as be is : Only the 
pure in heart ſpall ſee GoD, and therefore every man that 


has 
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has.this hope. in bim, ſhould purify himſelf even_as be tis 
ure, . 

And thus I have, as briefly as I could, diſpatched the 
four things I propounded for the explication of the text 
namely, how we are to conceive of the divine perfeCtions, 
and to give ſome rules to regulate and govern our opinions 
concerning the attributes and perfeCtions of Gop z tp ex- 
plain the extent of this duty, and vindicate the poſſibility 
of it, | rac! 
All that now remains, is to draw ſome uſeful inſe- 
rences from this diſcourſe which I have made ; and they 
ſhall be theſe two. FE | in 6.44.6 

I. That the ſtrongeſt and ſureſt reaſonings in religion, 
are grounded upon the eſſential perfeQions of Gop, - 

II, That the trueſt and moſt ſubſtantial practice of re- 
ligion, conſiſts in the imitation of God, 

1. That the ſtrongeſt and ſureſt reaſonings in religion 
are grounded upon the eſſential perfeCtions of Gop ; fo 
that even divine revelation itſelf doth ſuppoſe theſe for 
its foundation z and can ſignify nothing to us, unleſs 
theſe be firt known and believed, Unleſs we be fu 
perſuaded of the providence of Gop, and his particular 
care of mankind, why ſhould we believe that he would 
make any revelation of himſelf to men ? Unleſs it be na- 
turally known to us, that God is true, what founda- 
tion is there for the belief of his word ? And what figni- 
fies the laws and promiſes of God, unleſs. natural light 
do firſt aſſure us of his ſovercign authority avd faithful- 
nels ? So that the principles of natural religion, are the 


foundation of that which is revealed z and therefore in| 


reaſon nothing can be admitted to be a revelation from 
Gop, which plainly contradicts his effential perfeCtion ; 
and conſequently if any pretends div.ne revelation far 


this doctrine, That Gop hath from all eternity abſo 
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lutely decreed the eternal ruin of the greateſt part ot ieft, + 


mankind, without any reſpeCt to the fins and demerits © 


men, 1 am as certain that this doctrine cannot be of Go bg, 


as I am ſure that Gop is good and juſt : becauſe thi 


grates upon the notion that mankind have of goodne! 
and juſtice, This is that which no good man would Go 
; at 
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- | Ber: 77. of the divine perfeftions. I! 


is WU and therefore cannot be believed of infinite goodneſs ; 
and therefore if an apoſtle or angel from heaven teach 

ne IU any doctrine which plainly overthrows the goodneſs and 
t 3 WW juftice of Gop, /-r kim be accurſed, For every man hath 
5, EW rreater aſſurance that Gon 1s good and juſt, than he 
ns Flcan have of any ſubtle ſpeculations about predeſtination 
X- Hand the decrees of Gop. | 
ity And for the ſame reaſon I cannot believe, upon the 
- UWipretended authority or infallibility of any man or church 
ſe- Flin the world, that Gop would not have men underſtand 
hey their publick prayers, and the leſſons of ſcripture which 
are read to them. A lefton not to be underſtood is non- 
10N, flſenſe': a lefſon is ſomething to be learned, which how it 
* Pican be witheut being underſtocd, is hard to comprehend, 
ire- | And as little can I believe upon the authority of any 
perſon or church whatſcever,.. that Gop ſhould reveal 
g10N NNhis will to men in the holy ſcriptures, with a deſign to 


3 10 Have it hid, and locked up from the generality of man- 
2 f0r ind in an unknown tongue. And much leſs can I he- 
inleſs lieve (which vet is the exvreſs doftrine of the council of 
: fir rent)-that the ſaving efficacy of the ſacrament depends 
cular fupon the intention of the prieſt, Which is to ſay, that 
would hough people believe, and live never fo well, they may 
be Na-ſhe damned bv ſholes and whole pariſhes together at the 
unda- Þlezfure of the prieſt, and for no other reaſon, but be- 
fign-Fiuſe he is ſo wicked as not to intend to ſave them, 
yn an any man believe this that hath any tolerable notion 
1ENTUL- 


f GoD's goodneſs ? May we not in this caſe appeal, as 
are thehbraham did, to the goodneſs and juſtice of Gopy, and 
fore 1 xpoſtulate with greater reaſon, than he did, much af- 
n from the ſame manner, Wilt thou deftroy the rightecus for 
ection "Þe woicked ? That be far from thee to do after this man- 
tion folk, Toy damn the righteous for the wicked, and that 
v abloJohteous people ſhould lye at the mercy of a wicket 
part OFjeft, to be damned or faved at his pleaſure, that be. 
nerlts Oh» fro” thee ; ſhall not the judge of all the earth ds 
of GOBI-þe ? And can there be a ereater affront to the goodneſs 
auſe thi d juſtice of Gon, than to imagine he ſhould deal with 
gooune'fen after this manner ? If this be to do right, there is 
vould a poſſibility of doing wrong. | 
*JVor, VII. | B And 
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12 Concerning our imitation Ser. 77. | Se 
l And to give but one inftance more, I can never be- un 
|i lieve, upon the authority of any man, or church what- anc 
|  ſoever, that our SavIous, in the celebration of his laſt ® anc 
ji ſupper, did with his own hands give away his-own .na- © gio 
| tural body into the hands of his diſciples, and give his | def 
blood ſhed, before \it was ſhed ; that the whole dotrine © to 
i of chriſtianity ſhould mainly rely upon the evidence of Þ is t 
F miracles, the aſſurance of which depends upon the cer- | col; 
tainty of ſenſe ; and yet that an eſſential part of that © Th 
doctrine ſhould overthrow the certainty of fenſe, I-can © bet 
' never while I live believe theſe two things, that the laſt | deit 
i thing our SAVIOUR did before his death ſhould be to Þ Tha 
teach his diſciples not to believe their own ſenſes, as he | zhe 
1 muſt do if he taught them tranſubſtantiatian ; and that © ſam 
| | the very firſt thing he did after he was riſen from the | #9 7, 
| &gead, ſhould be to teach them the quite .contrary, by | ſ-»/ 
F | appealing to the certainty of ſenſe for the proof of his © wiſc 
| Wi reſurreion ; for when they doubted of his refurreftion, © mea, 
Luke xxiv. 38. He ſaid unto them, Iby are ye troubled ? | exte. 
4 And why do thoughts ariſe in your hearts ? Bebold my © exce 
"8; hands and my feet, that it 1s I myſecif, handle me and ſer, ® finn, 
[| | for a ſpirit hath not fleſh and bones as ye ſee me have, It | pref 
it this be a-good argument, that it was a real body which Þ 7 vs 
| they ſaw, becauſe they ſaw and felt fleſh and bones: is | ol: 
| it not as good an argument on the other fide, that what Þ =vbic 
_ 42a they ſaw in the ſacrament was not his real and natural Þ genr/ 
| body, becauſe they could neither ſee nor handle fleſh and Þ perf; 
1 bones : So that I cannot believe tranfubRantiation, un- | Plate 
ſ | lets I can belicye that truth itſelf can contradict and de- Þ perfe 
i | ftroy itfelf, 
You lee of what uſe it is to have right and ſteady ap- 
prehenfions of the divine pertections, that, theſe being laid Þ 
for a foundation, we may upon all occafiors have recourſe 
to them, and govern our opinions and reaſcnings in religion, 
about all doubtful matters, by ſuch principles as are clear} p 
and unqueſtionable, 'The | 
| II, inference is, That the trueſt and moſt ſubſtantial 
practice of religion conſiſts in the imitation of the divineÞ that 
| perfeQions, eſpecially the moral perfeions of the Ci-Y prop, 
vine nature, 'Wwjuch the {criptuze is wont to ors 
| undcr 
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under the name of holineſs ; and ſuch are the goodneſs, 
and mercy, and patience of Go», his juſtice, and truth, 


{ and faithfulneſs. To imitate Gop in theſe is true reli- 
| gion; or as St. James expreſſes it, pure religion, and un- 
| defided, apiarrec, without any flaw or blemiſh, alluding 
to precious ſtones, the greateſt commendation of which 
{ 1s to be clear and withqut flaw,  Religis eft imitari quem 
; colis, This is religion, to imitate him ahem awe Wor /ÞiÞ. 
* This the heathens by the light of nature did diſcover to 
! be the great end of religion, and the beſt worſhip of the 
| deity, to be like Gon, Pythagoras was wont to fay, 
| That we hezuur Gor moſt, when we are moſt like þim in 
| the temper and dijpsfition of our minds : and Plato to the 
| ſame purpoſe, That the he:ght and perfe&1on of goodneſs ts 
=” go GoD, 5 near as is poſſible 3 and that ve re- 


ſembie Gov, in being juſt, and holy, and Toiſe. So like- 


| wiſe Hierocles, That a gnod man imitates GoD in the 
* meaſures of love and friendſhip, who hates no man, -and 
| extends bis benignity to all mankind. Plutarch hath an 
| excellent diſcourſe about the patience of Gop towards 
| fianers, and gives this as one reaſon why Gop doth not 
| preſently puniſh offenders 3 That he might give an example 
| co us of pertleneſs and patience, and check the fury and 
| wiolence of men in rewenging injuries upon one another 3 
: 2ohich nothing 4uill d> more effettually, than t9 confider that 
| gentleneſs and forhearance are an imitation of the divine 
| perfeftion, And then he cites an excellent ſaying, of 
' Plato, That Gop manifefed bimſclf, and diſplayed his 
| perfettions in the wworld for our imitation; true wirtue 
| being nothing elſ., but an imitation of the divine nature. 
* For there 1s no greater benefit man can receive from 
| GoD's hand, than to become virtuous by the imitation 
| and purſuit of thoſe excellencies and perfeftions which 
| are in God, Senecalikewiſe hath many paſſages to this 


purpoſe, Inter 41-25 bonos ac Derm amicitia eft, imo etiam 
neceſſituds & fimilituds, Between GoD and good men there 
:5 a friendfpip, yea and an intimacy and likeneſs ; and 
that *a virtuous man is diſcipulus emulatorgue & wera 
progemes Dai, A diſciple and imitator, and the wery ge- 
auzne off-ſpring of Gov, So that the light of _ 
B 2 ">: Wl 
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14 Concerning our imitation Ser. 77. 


and the reaſon of mankind, have always placed the per- 
feftion of religion in the imitation of the divine excel- 
lencies and perfe&tions, 

And this is very agreeable to the language and ſenſe 
of the holy ſcriptures, which every where make the 
praQtice of religion to conſiſt in our conformity to Gop, 
and the laws which he hath given us, which are nothing 
elſe but a tranſcript of his nature. The great buſineſs 
of religion is to do the will of Gop, and 7h1is is the vill 
of Gov, our ſan#ification ; and our ſanCtification is our 
conformity to the holineſs of Gop; and this is. the 
ſcope of the general exhortations of ſcripture, to perſuade 
us to holineſs, that is, to an imitation of the moral per- 
feftions of the divine nature, 2 Cor. vii. 1. Having 


therefore theſe promiſes, dearly beloved ! Ict us cleanſe our- | ; 


elves from all filthineſs 0 and ſpirit, and perfett 
Sink zn the = - \ £x0 I "bs i. 15, 76, As be 
which hath called you ts boly, ſo be ye boly im all manner 
of converſation, becauſe it is <uritten, be ye boly, for I am 
boly, 2 Pet. i. 4, 4. ſpeaking of the chriſtian religion, 
which he calls the Anowwledge of bim wwbo hath called us 
to plery end wirtue, whereby alſo (ſays he) are given unts 
ws exceeding great and precious promiſes, that by theſe wwe 
might be partahers of a divine nature, bawing eſcaped the 
corruption that is in the <vorld through 1:f, So that the 


holineſs the goſpel defigns to bring us to, is a participa- 
tion of the divine nature, which we can no otherwiſe | ,; 
partake of, but by an imitation of the divine perfeQtions. | 


Fhis is that which the ſcripture expreſſes to us by the 


- terms of regeneration, the new man, and the new crea- | 
ture, And therefore thoſe who are converted from a | 


wicked and finful ſtate, and reciaimed to goodneſs, are 


; faid 70 put on the new man, which aft-r GoD ts created in 
 wighteouſneſs, and the holineſs of truth. Eph; iv. 23. To 


be renewed after the image of him that created us, Colo, 
2ii. 10. This 1s to be the ſons and children of Gop, to 
imitate and reſemble Gop in our diſpoſitions and man- 
ners. Eph, v, 1. Be ye therefore, peiurilai te Dig, im- 
tators of GoD, as dear children. Philip. it. 15. That ye 
may be Wameleſs and fincere, the ſens of GoD without 

| rebuke, 


| Ser. 77. 


| rebuke, in the midſt of a crooked and perwerſe nation, 
{ 1 John iii. 10, In ehis the children of Gow are manifeſt, 
| and the children of the devil, whoſoever doth not righte- 
| ouſneſs Is not of Gov». 
| concerning the marks of a child of Gop ; this is the 
| true charafter, and that which in effe& comprehends all 
| others, our imitation and reſemblance of GoD in thoſe 


| of religion, 


of the divine 2 perfeftions. T5 


There have been great inquiries 


| perfeftions wherein he 1s ſet forth for a pattern to us, 
| And in this mainly conſiſts the praQtice both of natural 


religion, and of true chriſtianity, 


But does not religion conſiſt very much in the duties 


of Gon's worſhip, in the exerciſes of piety and devo- 
tion, in conſtant 3nd frequent prayers to GoD, 
the celebration of his gooenels by praiſe and thankſpiving, 

F in reading and herring, 
| word, in fating and 2bitinence, and keeping our bodies 
in ſubjection to cur {pirits, and in frequent receiving of 


and 1n 


and meditating upon Gov's 


| the holy facr:1ment? To this 1 anſwer, that religion 
| doth confift + very much in the due performance of thefe 
| duti2s, and they are unqueſtion2ble and neceſfary parts 
and the means appointed by Gop for the 
| begerting and incre:ling in us ſuch diſpoſitions of mind, 
| as render us moft like to GoD, and for the zroduRtion 
| of all the fruits of goudneſs and holineſs and rightcouſ- 


| neſs in our lives, 


But then it is to be conſidered, that theſe exerciſes of 

| piery and devotion are but the means of religion, and 
not the ultimate end and deſign of it, All theſe do but 
ſerve to bring us to a nearer reſemblance of Gon ; and 
| where they fail of this end, and are performed for their 
| own fakes enlv, and we reſt i in them, without aiming at 
any thing farther, they loſe their nature ; becauſe they 
are not uſed as means, but reſted in, as Ti they were the 
end of religion, And it is to be feared there are many 
which fall into this fatal miſtake about religion, and 
think that if they do but ſerve Goy in their families, 
and zo to church, and behave themſelves there with de- 
votion and reverence, and at certain ſeaſons receive the 
acrament; they are truly religious, and very good 
chriſt.ans 3 3 When all this while they take no care to im- 
B 3 picve 
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prove themſelves in real goodneſs, by an inward confor- 
mity of their minds to Gop, and the real reformation 
and amendment of their lives, by mortifying their Juſts, 
and ſubduing their appetites and paſſions to the laws of 
reaſon and religion, by putting on as the el of Gop 
bowels of kindneſs ; by being true and faithful, righteous 
and juſt, patient and merciful, as their Father which 1s 
in heaven is ſo; and by forbearing ene another 1n caſe of 
provocation, and forgiving one another, even as GoD 
for Car18T's ſake hath forgruen us 3 by purifying them- 
ſelves as God ts pure, and endeavouring to be boly in all 


manner of converſation, as he obo bath called them 13 


boly ; when all this while they are as covetous, and 
earthly-minded, and to ſerve their covetouſneſs, will 
train a point of truth or juſtice, .and hardly do an att 
of charity in their whole lives, but what is extorted 


from them by meer importunity, or ſome ſuch urgent F 
neceflity, in point of decency and reputation, that for | 
thame of the world they know not how to avoid it; f 
when their paſſions are as fierce and ungoverned, their | 
hearts as full of gall and bitterneſs, their tongues of ſlan- | 


fer and evil ſpeaking, their humours 25 preud and fſurly 


- and cenſorious, as theirs can be who are openly profane, | 
ard ſcem to negle& and deſpiſe all relizton : and yet be- | 


cauſ2 they ſerve God (as they call it) and make an ex- 


ternal appearance of piety and devotion, are good church- 
men, and attend upon the ordinances of Gov, they | 
_ think they have diſcharged the whole buſineſs of religion | 
admirably well, and are very good children of Gop, 
and in a ftate of great grace and favour with him. | 
Whereas the performance of ail theſe duties, and the uſe þ 5 
of all theſe means ſeparated from that which is the | 
great end of religion, the conformity of ourſelves to. 


Gov, in thoſe qualities and diſpoſitions which I have 


.mentioned, is fo far from fnding acceptance with Gov», 


that it is an abomination to him. So Gop every where 
declares in ſcripture, telling us, that che prayer of the 
avicked is an abomination to the LonD, and that he di(- 
Lains to be praiſed by men of unhallowed lips and lives ; 


and that wunlels with ite praiſes we offcr ts bi, We order 


| ſhould 
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Ser. 77. wf the divine perfettons. ty 
our conver ſation arizht, wwe ſhall not ſee the ſalvation of 
Gor. With what contempt does he ſpeak of this for- 
mal external religion, without the power of it upon our 

| hearts and lives! To zvhat purpoſe is the multitude of your 

| ſacrifices to me? Will the Lord be pleaſed with thouſands 
| of rams, and ten thouſands of rivers of oil? He hath 
| ſpewved thee, O man ! what is good ; and what doth the 
LorD require of thee, but to do juſily, and to leve mercy, 
end ts walk humbly with thy Gop ? Is not this the faf 
| wobich T have choſen, to frank the bands of wickedneſs, 
| end to let the oppreſſed go free, to deal thy bread to the 
hungry, and that theu bring the poor that are caft out ts 
| Fhine houſe; wwhen thou ſeeſt the naked that thou cover 

| Gim, and that thou hide not thyſelf from thine own fleſh P 

Noris it hearing of the word that will avail us, un- 

leſs we be doers of it. Bleſſed are they (ſays our Sa- 


| VIOUR) that hear the word of Gop and keep it, He 


| ehat beareth theſe ſayings of mine, and doth them, ſhall 
| be likened to a wiſe man, who hath built his houſe upon @ 
| rocs, Nor will bare receiving the ſacrament recommend 
; vs to Gop; but performing the obligation, which there= 
' by we take upon ourſelves to abſtain from all fin and 
| wickedneſs 5 otherwiſe ave tread under foot the Son of 
| GoD, and profane the blood of the covenant, wwbereby we 
| ſhould be ſan&ified, as if it wwere an unholy thing, Can 
any man think that to be religion, which has no efte& 
| upon the lives of men, which does not teach them to 
+ govern their words and aCtions, who reads thoſe plain 
; words of St, James, Jf any man among you ſeem t0 be re- 
| ligious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth bis own 
| heart, that man's religion is wain, Pure religion and un= 
| defiled before Gov and the Father is this, to wifit the 

 fatherleſs and widows in their afflition, and to keep bim= 


> Þ /elf unſported from the world, When religion produceth 


theſe real effefts, then the means of religion do truly 
ſerve the end of it, and we are not only bearers of the 
word, but doers of it, and ſhall be bleſſed in our deed, 

So that as there is an obligation upon us to uſe the 


; pmeans of religion, which Gop hath inſtituted, with 


great care and conſcience ; ſp we ſhould chicfy _— 
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18 Concerning our imitation Ser. 77, 
that which 1s the erid of all religion, which is to make 
us partakers of a divine nature, and makes us like to 
Gov, eſpecially in thoſe amiable and excellent qualities, 
which are the glory and beauty of the divine nature, his 
benignity and goodneſs, his mercy and patience. Theſe, 
becauſe they are the primary perfeftions of GoD, are the 
principal duties both of natural and revealed religion, and 
of an eternal and' indiſpenſable obligation ; becauſe they 
have their foundation in the nature of GoD, which is 
fixed and unalterable, And all poſitive inſtitutions, when 
they come in competition with theſe, are to ſtoop and 
veil to them, Natural and moral duties, eſpecially thoſe 
of goodneſs, and mercy, and charity, are fo ſtrongly 
bound upon vs, that nothing in any revealed religion can 
cancel the obligation of them, or juſtify the violation of 
theſe great and indiſpenſable laws, Our Saviour in 
his religion has declared nothing to the prejudice of 
them: but on the contrary has ſtraitened our obligation 
to them, as much as is poſſible, The Son of man came 
not ro deſtroy mens lives, but to fave them; fo that they 
know not what manner of [pirit they are of, who think 
to pleaſe Gop by hating men, who are made after the 
image of GoD, and by Ulling one arother to d1 him god 
ſervice ; who to advance his cauſe and religion in the 
world, will break through all the obligations of nature 
and civil ſociety, undermine government, and diſturb the 
peace of mankind, ; 

Whereas our Saviour did not by any thing in his 
religion deſign to alter the civil government of the.world, 


or to leſſen and diminiſh the rights of princes, or to ſet 
peal, or 


men looſe from allegiance to them, or to make treaſon 
and rebellion, bloody wars and barbarous maſſacres law - 
ful, for the propagating of his faith. He had (as one 
would imagine) as much power as the pope ; but yet he 
depoſed no princes, nor excommunicated and diſcharged 
their ſubjeQs from their fidelity and obedience to them, 
for their oppoſition to his religion ; he hath aſſumed n9 


ſuch power to himſelf. By what authority then doth Nis 


vicar do theſe things; and who gawe him this authority : 


Our Lox tells us plainly, bis kingdem was not of thi 
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Ser. 77. of the divine perfedtions. 9 
ke | #227/d; and that without any diſtinftion of in ordine ad 
to I ſp17itnalia, and therefore he wreſted no prince's king= 
Ws; _ out of his hand, nor ſeized it as forfeifed to hime 

: | lelf, | 

- | But this power the pope claims to himſelf, and hath . 
he | exerciſed it many a time, diſturbing the peace of nations, 
\ng | #24 exercifing the moſt barbarous cruelties in the world, 
iey | under a pretence of zeal for God and religion ; as if 
\ is | becauſe religion is ſo very good a thing in itſelf, it would 
ben | warrant men to do the very worſt things for its ſake 5 
and | vhich is the ready way to render religion contemptible 
\oſs £929 odious, and to make two of the beſt things in the 
wiv world, Gop and religion, good for nothing, 

$f If we would preſerve in the minds of men any reve- 
n of (rence and eſteem for religion, we muſt take heed how 
we deſtroy the principles of natural religion, and under- 
{mine the peace and happineſs of human ſocicty, for the 
glory of Gop, and under pretence of following a di- 
vine revelation, and being led by a church that cannot 
err :' for every church doth certainly err, that teacheth 


2 IN 
> Of 
ton 
cam: 
they 


hink 14ny thing plainly contrary to the principles and diQtates 
- the Fef natural religion, and utterly inconſiſtent with the 
0+: ſlential perfeftions of Gop, and with the peace and 
\ "the order of the world ; for Gop 7s not the God of confu- 
ature (Vf, but of order: which St. Paul appealeth to, as a 
b the (principle of eternal truth, and naturally known : but 


they that pretend that religion prompts men. to ſedition 
n his [#2d cruelty, do repreſent God as the Gop of eonfufiong 
world, and rol of order, : | 
to ſet | Therefore whatever men may through an ignorant 
eafdn teal, or for amhitious ends, pretend to be religion - let 
s law-ÞÞ5 place 1t in that which is unqueſtionable, the imita- 
is one [192 of the divine perfeCions, and let us (as the apoſtle 
yet he xhorts) put on, as the elec? of Gop, bowels of mercy, 
harged indneſs, meekneſs, long-ſuffering, and abrye all let us put 
them, [" <harity, which is the wery bond of perfetion, The 
1ed no'cat perfeCtion of the divine nature, or rather the very 
-tþ hisÞf{ence of Gop is love, So St. John ſpeaks, Gop 2s 
hority ?Þues ane he that dwelleth in love, davelleth in Gop, and 
of th:5Þ2D in bm, And it is very remarkable that in theſe 
ewor:d;fl very 


— 
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very qualities of charity, and kindnefs, and compaſſion, Wcomp! 
Which we peculiarly call humanity, we approach neareſt Wto dw 
to the divinity itſelf, and that the contrary diſpoſitions IW far - a 
do transform us into wild beaſts and devils, A perfes 

And yet as ſeverely as I ſpeak againſt theſe principles MWyineſs 


and practices, I have an hearty pity and compaſſion for Th 

. thoſe who are under the power of ſo great a delufion, the h 
and.upon a.pretence of being made the only true chrifti- Wwicke: 
 ans.in the world; are ſeduced frem humanity itſelf, and Mimpoſf 
ſo far from being made good. chriſtians by theſe prineiples, MWif Go 
that-they arc hardly left to be men z being blinded, and Whange 
led by the-blind, they fall into the ditch of the groſleſt Fand th 

- and fouleſt jmmoralities ; fuch as are plainly enough con- fſchange 
demned by-the light of nature, if there were no bible in {think 
the world., ,  - x L "G44 m0 Var 
Not but that we Proteſtants have our faults and our fed to t: 


follies too, and thoſe (Gop knows) too many and Þappine 
too viſible 3 we poſſeſs more truth, but there *is httle ſown na 
- peace among us; and yet Gov is as well and as often 
in ſcripture called the. Go of peace, as the Gop of 
truth, In this great light and liberty of the reformed >= 
religion, we are apt to 'be wanton, and to quarrel and 
fall out ; we are full of heats and anim« fitics, of ſchiſms In 
. and diviſions,” ang the way of peace we have not known, 
Gor grant that at laſt zn this our day (when it concerns 
us ſo much) we may know the things that belong to our 
peace, before they be hid from our eyes, 
You ſee in what things the practice of religion mainly 
conſiſts, in our likeneſs to Gop, and reſembiance of 
him in holineſs and goodneſs ; and without this we are 
utterly incapable of happineſs ; we cannot ſee Goy, un- 
' Jeſs we be like him. The preſence of Gop can admi- 
niſter no pleaſure, no felicity to us, till we be changedf<cord/ns 
into his image; till we come to' this temper, to hate- fin 
and delight in purity and holineſs, we can have no de 
lightful communion with the holy God ; till our paſſif} YINC 
ons be ſubdued, and our ſouls diſpoſſeſſed of thoſe def aft 
viliſh and ungodlike qualities of hatred and malice, 0 w 
revenge and impat'ence, and till we be endued with th} it j 
ſpirit of univerſal goodneſs and charity, we are not fiſf2tures 
| compan 


—— 
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n, {company for our heavenly Father z we are not - Qualified - 
eſt to dwell with -Gop, who is love and dwells in love, So 
ns War as we are defeCtive in theſe divine qualities and 


perfe&tions, ſo far we fall ſhort of the temper of  hap- 


Jles {MWpineſs. 

for There is a dire@ and eternal oppoſition between 
on, ihe holy and gcod Gop, and the evil diſpoſitions of 
tj. Mvicked men, and till this oppoſition be removed, it is 


and Minpoſtible we ſhould find any telicity in the enjoyment _ 


les, Wt GoD. Now the nature of Gop is -fixed 'and un« 


and MWkangeable, Gop cannot recede from his own perfeCtion, - 
Net Wand therefore we muſt quit our fins : Thou canſt not | 
con- change GoD, therefore change thy ſelf, and rather 
le in think of putting off thy corrupt nature, vith whom is 


m0 variableneſs nor ſhadow of turning, Gov condeſcend- - 
| our | 
and 
httle 
ofton 
»D of 
5rmed 
el and 


-hiſms 


wn nature to make us happy. . 
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ERMON LXXVIIL 


ngaToyn, « 
ncerns | . | | " 
to our The happineſs of Gop, 
mainly q. ; ” 
nee of 1-T 1M: xr; 

we art The Bleſſed Gop - » 

n- 

9 Font The whole verſe runs thus, 
changedF-cording to the glorious g9[pel of the bleſſed Gov, evbich 
ate fin Twas committed to my truſt, | 

no de | 


ir paſſi] NINCE all men naturally defire happineſs, and thirſt 
hoſe de * after itz methinks we ſhould all defire to know 
alice, 0 what it is, and where it is to be found, and how 
with the it is>to be attained by us, in that degree in which 
, not fiſffetures are capable of it, What Job ſavs of wiſdom 
compan | ; ' may 


d to take our nature upon him, to make us capable of . 
appineſs ; but'if this will not do, he will not put off his 
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may be ſaid alſo of happineſs, Gop underſlandeth- the 
wway thereof, and he knoweth the place thereof, He only, 
who is perfectly poſſeſt of it himſelf, knows wherein it 
conſiſts, and what are the true ingredients of it, 

So that to direc us in our ſearch after happineſs, the 
beſt way will be to contemplate and confider- the divine 
nature, which is the perfe&t pattern and idea of happ). 
neſs, the original ſpring and fountain of all felicity thai 
creatures are capable of, And to that end, I bave pitch. 
ed upon theſe words, wherein the apoſtle attributes thi, 
perfeftion of bleſledneſs or happineſs to Gop, Th 
bleſſed Gov, | 

And though this be as eſſential a part as any other of 
that notion which mankind have of God from the light 
of nature, yet I no where find in all the New Tefta- 
ment, this attribute of happineſs given to GoDÞD, but on- 
ly twice in this epiſtle, *Tis true indeed, the title of 
blefſedneſs is frequently given both to Gop and Cx.r1sT, 
but in another ſenſe, and in a quite different notion; 
As Mark xiv, 61, where the high-prieſt aſks our. SA- 
VIOUR, art thou the CkhrIisT the ſon of the bleſſed ? 
T3 wvoynls of bim that is to be celebrated and praiſed ; 
2 Cor. xi, 241, The GoD and Father of our Lord 
J=esvs CHRIST who 1s bleſſed for evermore, So like- 
wiſe, Rom, i, 25. The Creator bleſſed for ewvermore: 
Which likewiſe is ſaid of Cyn1sT, Rom, ix. 5. © 
evhbom CnRIST came, who ts over all, Gop bleſſed + 
evermore ; that is, for ever to be praiſed and celebrated 
But in all theſe texts the Greek word is eons; 
which though we tranſlate bleſſed, yet it is a quit 
different notion from the title of bleſſedneſs which | 
given tv Gop in the text, where the word is no 
£UNoynT%; but waxdp©-, the bleſſed or happy GoD 
and this title is not any where in all the new teſtament 
(that I know of) given to God, but here in the text 
?nd Chap. vi. 15, where our Logp Jesus CuR1s 
(who is God) is called the blefjed and the only potenta!t 
And whether this title of the Llejed or the bappy GO! 
be here in the text given to God the Father, or to 
eternal Son, our Lord JesSUs CHRIST 5 1s not | 

muc 
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the ® much material to my preſent purpoſe to enquire. For, 

nly, MW ſuppoſe it be CxrIsT wha is. here called zhe ble//c4 

n it Gop; this however is certain, that bleſſedneſs or hap- 

pineſs is a title belonging to Gon, which is all that is 

the WW neceſſary for a foundation of my preſent diſcourſe, 

vine In ſpeaking of this argument, I ſhall do theſe three 

pp! things. | | 

thai 1 ak DEM 

tch-il T1. Shew what we are to underſtand by the happineſs. 

; thifll of Gop, and whatare the efſential ingredients of it. 
T be II. That this title doth belong to Gov, ' and that the 

| divine nature is perfectly bleſled and happy. | 

er offi HI. How far creatures are capable of happineſs, ant 
ligntÞ by what ways and means they may be made partakers of 

Cefia-FWit: And ſhall then make ſome inferences from my diſe 

3t ON-W courſe upon this argument. 

tle of | 

RIST IT, I will confider what weare to underſtand by the 


ton ; 
ir. SA» 
efſed ? 
atſed ; 
LoKkD 
o like- 


rmore: 


6:4 
fed f: 


ebrat ed 


bleſſedneſs or happineſs of Gop, and what are the effen- 
tial ingredients of it, Now the notion of happineſs 
taken at its higheſt pitch (as we muſt neceſſarily do when 
then we apply it to GoD) is no other than a fixed and 
moveable ſtate of contentment and ſatisfaftion, of 
leaſure and delight, reſulting from the ſecure pofleſſion, 
and enjoyment of all that is good and defirable, that is, 


If all excellency and proteCtion ; ſo that theſe following 


gredients muſt go to make up a perfect ſtate of hap- 
ineſs, 


noynTill 1, Perfett knowledge, to underſtand what it is that 
a quilTonſtitutes happineſs, an& to know when one 1s really 
vhich Foſſeſt of it, For as he is not happy, who is ſo only in 
_ 1s NOnagination or a dream, without any real foundation in 

GoD he thing ; for he may be pleaſed with his: condition, 


ſtamenthd-yet be far enough from being truly happy :- So on 
he textÞe other hand, he that has all other neceflary ingre- 
CuR15Yents of happineſs, and only wants this, that he doth 
potenta'et think himſelf ſo, cannot be happy. For this we 
py GoIffen fee in the imperfe&t felicity of this world, that: 
or to lfkny men who have all the materials and circumftancexs_ 
is not ia worldly Eappineſs about them, yet by the naſkilful 

wuVor, Vl, C Manage- 


74 The happineſs ef Gon. Ser. 78. 
management of the matter, and; from a lightneſs and 
injudiciouſneſls of mind, not knowing when they are 
well, they make an hard thift, even when they are in as 
good circymſtances as it 15 almoſt potHble for. men to be in 
this world, to be vervdiſcontented and miſerable.in their 
own ovinions, But Gop perfectly knows | both | what 
makes happineſs, and that he is poſleſt of it, | 

2, To perfe& happinets is Iikewiſe required a full pow. 
er to do whatever conduceth to happineſs, and likewifz 
to check and controu] whatever would:be- an hindrance 
#nd diſturbance to it-; and therefore no being 1s as happy 
as it can be, that is not all-ſufficient, and hath not 
within its power and reach whatever is neceilary to an 
happy con6ition, and neceiſary to ſecure and continue that 
happineſs agaiaft all attempts and accidents whatſoever. « 

3- There is wiſdom alfo required to direct this power 
and manage it in ſuch a manner, as it may effectually 
conduce to this end; and this js very different from 
meer power, abſtratedly conſidered for one may have 
all the materials of happineſs, and yet want the wiſdom 
and (kill to put them fo together, as to frame an hap- 


py condition out of them'z and he is not happy, who 
doth not-thoroughly underſtand the proper method ani 


means of compaſling and ſecuring his own happineſs, 


4. Another moſt conſiderable and eſfential ingredient Þ 
of happineſs is goodneſs ;. without which, as there can 
be no true majeſty and greatneſs, ſo neither can there be 
Now goodneſs 1s a generous} 
diſpoſition of mind to communicate and diffuſe jtielf, by 
making others partakers of its happineſs in ſuch degrees 
as they are capable of it, and as wiſdom ſhall direct 
For he is not ſo happy as he may be, who hath not ti 


any felicity or happineſs, 


pleaſure of making others ſo, and of ſecing them put 
into an happy condition by his means, which is the higi:- 
eſt pleaſure (I had almoſt ſaid pride, but I may truly fa 
glory) of a good and great mind : for by fuch commu- 
nications of hiraſelf, an immenſe and all-fufficient be1:3 
doth not leflen himſelf, or put any thing out of þi 
power, but doth rather enlarge and magnify himſelf ; © 
docs, as I mey fay, give great eafe and delight to a fu 
all 
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and fruitful being, without the- leaſt Eiminution of his 
power and happineſs. For the cauſe and original of all 
other beings, can make nothing ſo independent ypon itſelf, 
as not ſtill to maintain his intereſt init, to have it always 
under his power and government ; and no being can re- 
bel againſt his maker, without extream hazard to himſelf, 

5, Perfect happineſs doth imploy the exerciſe of all 
other virtues, which are ſuitable to- fo pertect a being, 
upon all proper and fitting occaſions ; that is, that ſo 
perfect a being do nothing that is contrary to, or un- 
becoming his holineſs and righteouſneſs, his truth and 


| faithfulneſs , Which are eſſential to a perfe& being to a&t 


contrary to them in any caſe, would be to create diſ- 
quiet and diſturbance. to itſelf : for this is a certain rule, 


| and never fails, that nothing can aft contrary to its own 
| nature without relutancy and diſpleaſure, which in mo- 
: ral agents is that which we call guilt ; for guilt is no- 


thing elſe but the trouble and diſquiet which ariſeth ia 


; one's mind, from the conſciouſne!s of having dene ſome- 
| thing which is contrary to the perfeCtive principles of 
| his being, that is, -ſomething that doth not become him, 
'$ and which being what he is, he ought not to have done 3 
2d ani which we cannot imagine ever to befal ſo perfect and 


\ * Þ immutable a being as Gor is. 
redicntÞ 


6. Perfe&t happineſs implies in it a ſettled and ſecure 
poſſeſſion of all thoſe excellencies and perfeCtions ; for if 
! any of theſe were liable to fail, or be diminiſhed, ſo much 
| would be taken off from perfect and compleat happine%s, 
| If the Deity were ſubject to any - change or impairment 
| of his condition, ſo that either his knowledge, or pow - 
er, or wiſdom, or goodneſs, or any other perfection, 
| could any ways decline or fall oF, there would he a pro- 
portionable abatement of. happineſs, And from ail 
theſe does reſult in the 

7th and laſt place, Infinite contentment, and fatiſ- 
faction, pleaſure and delight, which is the very effence 
of happineſs, 

I. Infinite contentment and ſatisfation in this con- 
dition, And well may happineſs be contented with 


itlelf 3 that is, with ſuch a condition, that he that is. 
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2b The happineſs of Gon. Ser. 78. 
we of it, can neither deſire it ſhould be better, nor 
ave any cauſe to fear it ſhould be worſe, 

2, Pleaſure and delight, which is ſomething more 
than contentment: For one may be contented with an 
affliction, and painful condition, in which he is far from 
taking any pleaſure and delight. No afflition 15 joyous for 
the preſent, but grieveus, as the apoſtle ſpeaks, Heb. x11, 
But there cannot be perfe& happineſs without pleaſure 
In our condition, Full pleaſure is a certain mixture of 
love and joy, hard to be expreſſed in words, but certain- 
ly known by inward ſenſe and experience, 

And thus I have endeavoured to deſcribe to' you, as 
well as I could, according to our. imperfe&t concepti- 
ons and expreſſions of Go, the happineſs of the divine 
nature, and wherein it conſiſts, I proceed to the 

TI. Thing I propoſed, which was to ſhew, that this 
attribute of perfe&tion doth belong to God z and that 
the divine nature is perfeQtly bleſfled and happy ; and 
this is ſo univerſal an acknowledgment of natural 
light, that it would bea very ſuperfluous aud impertinent 
work, to'trouble you with particular citations of Hea- 
then authors to this purpoſe ; nothing being more fre- 
quent in 'them than to call the deity, beatifthmam & 
perfeaifſimam naturam, the moſt happy and moſt perfet? 
being, and therefore happy, becauſe felicity doth na- 


turally reſult from perfeftion. It ſhall ſuffice to tak: 


notice of theſe two things out. of heathen writers, to 
my preſent purpoſe, 

1. That they accounted happineſs ſo effenrial to the 
notion of a Gon, that this was one of the ways which 
they took to find out what properties were fit to attr1- 
bute to Gop, and what notz to conſider, what thing: 
are conſiſtent with happineſs, or inconſiſtent with it, 
aud whatever did fignity happineſs, and was a perfeCtion 
tonſiſtent with it, they aſcribed to Gov, as a ſuitable 
property of the divine nature ; and whatever was 
otherwiſe, they removed it from GoD, as unfit to 
to be ſaid of him. | 

2. Whatever differences there were among the philoſo- 
phers concerning the perfeCtions of the divine nature, they 
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way all occaſion and opportunity fer the exerciſe of 
| them 3 yet this man does frequently own, and prozeis to 
| believe the happineſs of the divine nature z and then out. 
of an ignorant, and officious kindneſs to the deity; and 
| (as he pretended) for the ſecurity of his felicity, did in 


| means put God to the trouble and burden of making 
| the world, . or taking care of the affairs of it, Jeſt this 
| ſhould diſcompole the deity, or be an interruption. or 


| the great diſciple of Epicurus, deſcribes his OP;Nwn of wk, 
; divine nature. 


| happy, and therefore altogether unconcerned in our a ates $'3 p 
ree from all grief and danger, ſufficient for itſelf, 
Sanding in need of no body, neither pleaſed with our £70 


actions, nor provoked by our faults, "This was a very table 


now my buſineſs to confider; that which is to my pre- 
lent purpole, is, that the happineis of the divine naiue 
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all agreed in the perfect felicity of it; even Epicurus him- 


{clt, who ſo boldly attempted to . ſtrip. the divine nature. 


of moſt of its perfe&tions, by denying that Ged cither 
made or governed the world, whereby he took Bt, at 
once his being the firſt cauſe and original of all things, 
and his goodneſs likewiſe, and wiſdom, and. power, and 
Juſtice ; or at leaſt made all theſe uſeleſs, by taking a- 


effect take away his other perfeftions ; he would by no 


difturbance to his eale and felicity, For thus Lucretius, 


þ 
 Omms enim divum, per ſe, natura neceſſ®e},, 
Immor talt VO ſummds cr pace fruatur, 
Semota a noftris rebus, ſejun&aque longe. 
HNam privata deolyire omni, privata periclie, 
Iſa ſms pollens opibus, nbil inds 7a noſtri. 


Nec bene pro meritis capitur, nec tangitur 1rd, 


'That is, 1: 7s neceſſary that the divine nature ſp5uld be 


notion both.of Gop and happineſs, to imagine that NE 
care of the world ſbould be a pain and diſturbance tO ings. 
ite knowledge, and-power, and goodneſs. But this is not 


vas paverſally owned ; and that bleſledactis is fo in- 
eparable from the notion of a deity, that whoever pro- 
cles to: believe a Gop muſt acknowlcd2e toy be 
pariecly happy, 
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As for the teſtimony of ſcripture, I have'already told 
you, that there are but two texts wherein this title of 
. axagi©- the happy or bleſſed, is given to GoD ; but 
by conſequence the ſcripture every where declares the 
Happineſs of the divine nature, viz, Wherever it ſpeak: 
of the excellency and perfection of his being, of his 
Knowledge, and power, and wiſdom, and goodneſs, 
and righteouſneſs, and of the eternity and un- 
Changeableneſs of theſe, and of the infinite delight and 
complacency which he takes in the enjoyment of theſe 
perfeftions, I ſhall now proceed to the | 

II. And laſt thing, which T propoſed to confider, 
Viz, How far creatures are capable of happineſs, and 
by what ways and means they may be made partake 
bf it, They are not capable of abſolute and perfeft happi- 
neſs, becauſe that reſults from infinite perfeCtion, which 
is no where to be found but in Goy: It remains then 
That creatures are only capable of being happy in a finite 
and limited degree, by the reſemblance of Gop and by 
the enjoyment of him z by being like to him, and by 
our likeneſs to him, being qualified for his favour, and 
for the enjoyment of him, ED 

As we are creatures of a finite power, and limited un- 
fdcrſtangings, and a mutuable nature, we do neceſſarily 
want many of thoſe perfe@ions, which are the cauſe and 
ingredients of a perfeCt happineſs, We are far from be- 
ing ſufficient for our own happineſs ; we are: neither {4 
of ourſelves, nor can we make ourſelves ſo by our own 
power ; for neither are we wiſe enough for our own 
UireQtions, nor good enough for own fatisfaQtion, * All 
the happineſs that we are capable of, is, by communi- 
Cation from him, who is the original and fountain of it; 
by our being made partakers of the divine nature, (as St, 
Peter ſpeaks) by our reſemblance of GopÞ in thoſe per. 
fefions which are the moſt effential ingredients of hap- 
neſs, his goodneſs, and righteouſneſs, and truth, and 
Folineks; theſe do immediately qualify us for the favour 
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Ser. 78. The happineſs of Gov. 29 
friendſhip, and - yood-will to us, ſupplies all defe&s of 
power and wiſdom in us : for Gop being our friend, we 


| Have an intereſt in all his perfeCtions, and a ſecurity, 
{ that as occaſion requires, they will all be employed for 
| ©6ur benefit and advantage ; ſo that though we are eveak 
tn ourſelves, we are ſirvng in the LorD, and in the power 
| of his might, and are able to do all things through him . 
| frengthening us ; and though we want wiſdom, we may 
| have free recourſe to the fountain of it, and ask of 
| Gor, who gives to all liberally and upbraideth nit, And 
| It 1s next to having theſe perfetions in ourſelves, to 
| know where to have them for asking, whenever ws 
| ſtand in need of them, fo far as is neceſlary to our hap- 


pineſs, | | 
So that though our happineſs depend upon another, 


; yet if we be careſul to qualify ourſelves for it, (and Got 


is always ready to afliſt us by his grace to thys purpoſe) 
it 15 really and in effte& in our own power ; and we are 


every Whit as ſafe and happy in Gon's care and protec- 
{tion of us, as, if we were ſufficient for ourſelves, How= 
[ever this is the higheſt happineſs that the condition of a 


creature is capable of, to have all our defe&s ſupplied ig 


ſo liberal a manner by the bounty of another, and to 
thave a free recourſe to the fountain of happineſs, and at 
laſt to be admitted to the bleſled fight and enjoyment of 
him, 77 whoſe preſence is fulneſs of joy, and at Hoſe 
right-band are pleaſures for evermore. I have done with 
the three things I propoſed to ſpeak to, 


But to what purpoſe, may ſome ſay, is this long des 
ription and diſcourſe of happineſs? How are we the 
ſer and the better for it ? Ianſwer ; very much, in 
veral reſpects, 

I. This plainly ſhews us, that atheiſm is a very me- 
ancholy and miſchievous thing ; it would take away 
he fountain of happineſs, and the only perfect pattern 


th, andſf it 3 endeayours at once to extinguiſh the being of 
e favourþ9D, and all the life and comfort of mankind, ſo that - 
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30 The happineſs of Gon. Ser. 78. 
Gon, there is nothing that can make us ſo. Gop is 
the true /ight of the evorld, and a thouſand times more 
neceilary to the comfort and happineſs of mankind, than 
the ſun itſelf, which is but a dark ſhadow of that inh1- 
nitely more bright and glorious being ; the happy and 
\ only potentate (as the apoſtle deſcribes him in the latter 
end of this cpiſtle) «vhs only hath immortality, dwelling 
in that light <uhich ns man can approach unto, whom 19 
man hath ſeen, nor can ſee, meaning in this- m&rtal 
ſtate, | 

So that the greateſt enemies, and moſt injurious of al} 
others to mankind, are thoſe who would baniſh the be- 
hef of a Go» out of the world ; becauſe this is to /ay 
the axe to the root of the tree, and at one blow to cut oft 
all hopes of happineſs from mankind. So that he is a 
fool indeed, that fays in his heart, there is ns Gon; 
that is, that wiſheth there were none 3 becauſe 1t 19 not 
poſiible for a man to with worſe to himlelt, and more 
_ effectually to deſtroy his own happineſs. 

2, If the divine nature be ſo infinitely and completelj 
happy, this is a very great confirmation of our faith an! 
hope concerning the happineſs of another lite which the 
ſcripture deſcribes to us, by the fight and enjoyment ot 
Gop. As we are creatures, we are not capable of the 
happineſs that is abſolutely and infinitely perfect ; be- 
cauſe our nature is but finite, and jimited 3 but :i/mmun; 
b/:ſj:d Gop who is infinitely happy himſelf, can alloWerefore 
make us happy according to our finite meaſure and caFrlion g; 
pacity, For, as he that is the firſt and original beingWpable « 
can communicate being to other things, fo he that iratures, 
the fountain of happineſs, can derive and convey happiÞenever 
neſs to his creatures, JERS nour of 

And we ſhall the more eaſily believe this, when vThere 
conſider that goodneſs, as it is the prime perfection, tation 
is it likewiſe the chief felicity of the divine nature. Wing to 
is his glory and delight to communicate himſelf, anÞw if a 
ſhed abroad his goodneſs ; and the higheſt expreflion. Þo js in 
the divine goodneſs, is to communicate happineſs to iifffes of j 
creatures, and to be willing that. they ſhould ſhare 2ble {© 
partake with him in it, Baſe and envious natures aFit ; a 

| arg 
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is [narrow and contracted, and love to confine their enjoy- 
re {© ments and good things to themſelves, and are loth that 
an {others ſhould take part with them 3 but the moſt noble 
f4- {and moſt generous minds are moſt free and enlarged, and 
ind [cannot be happy themſelves unleſs they find or make 
ter others ſo. 
ing @ This is the higheſt pitch of goodneſs, and conſequently 
: 10 the higheſt contentment, and the ſupreme delight of the 
rtal Wodivine nature. Now it is natural to every being, to be 
moſt frequent and abundant in thoſe aQs in which it 
f all} {Winds the greateſt pleaſures 3 to be good, and to do good 
be- Þs the ſupreme felicity of Gop himſelf; therefore we 
» lay {pay eaſily believe, that he is very ready and forward to 
t off Mnake us happy, by all the ways that are agreeable to 
is a ſis wiſdom and righteouſneſs ; and that he is alſo wil- 
07-; Ming to make us abundantly ſo, and to advance us to the 
9 not {igheſt degree of felicity, of which our nature is ca» 
ore Wable, if we do not render ourſelves incapable of ſuch a 
leffing, by an obſtinate refuſal of it, and utter indiſpo- 
tion for it, | 
This I ſay, is very credible becauſe the happineſs of 
20D himſelf conſifts in that propenſion and diſpoſition 
' nature, which tends to make others happy. And if 
ere can be any accefſion to that which is infinite, 
op himſelf finds a new pleaſure and felicity in the 
Immunication of his goodneſs to his creatures, and 
erefore is repreſented in ſcripture, as glad of the con- 
rfion 6f a ſinner, becauſe the finner hereby becomey 
pable of the happineſs which Good deſigned for his 
atures, and is always ready to confer upon them, 
enever they are qualified for it, and he can, with the 
nour of his own perfeQtions, beſtow it upon them, 
when vw There are two things which raiſe our hopes and ex- 
&ion, Fation of good from any perſon; if he be able and 
ture. Wing to beſtow upon us what we hope for from him, 
elf, aw if any one can confer happineſs upon us, it is he 
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22 The happineſs of Gon. Ser. 78, 


others happy, for even that goodneſs which inclines him PR 
_ to \communicate happineſs to others, 1s a great part of 3d 
his own felicity ; ſo that, as our Saviour argues, Þc. W's” 


cauſe T live, you fpal! live alſo, we may reaſon in like W'" Wh 
manner, that becauſe Gon is happy, we ſhall be hapyy ('# 5 


alſo, if we do but ſincerely defire and endeavour to qna- "We 
lify ourſelves for it, © The goodneſs of Got does ſtrene! Pr | 
incline him to defire our happineſs, and makes him wil. Dr 
ling and ready to beſtow it upon us, whenever we at? > 
capable to receive it, = 74 

So that the eoodnefs of Con is the great foundation ik ” 
of all our hopes, and the firmeſt ground of our ailu- -F% 


rence of a bleſſed immortality, It is the happinels 6 
the divine nature to communicate himſelf z and the 
communications of GoyD's goodneſs to us are the cauſe 
of our happineſs ; and therefore, both for our example 
and encouragement, the goodneſs of Gop ought alway; 
to be repreſented to the greateſt advantage, and ve 
ſhould endeavour to poſſeſs our minds with the firm be- 
Jief and perſuaſion of it, and to remove from the diving 
nature (which we all acknowledge to have infinite) 
more goodneſs than is to be found in any of the ſons 
men) whatever we would not attribute to a good man 
and to vingicate Goy from all ſuſpicion of envy and Ul 
will, of cruelty and arbitrary dealing with his creature 
And I cannot apprehend why men ſhould be averſe fron 
theſe ſo agre-able and delightful apprehenfions of Gov 
or how it ſhould be any man's intereſt to leflen t 
goodneſs of Gop ; for moſt certainly the better Gol 
is in himlelt, the better and happier, it will be for 
all, if it be not our own fault, ; | 
3- From what hath been ſaid concerning the hapy 
neſs of the divine nature, we may learn wherein 0! 
happineſs muit confiit, namely, in the image and 1n t 
favour of God ; in the favour of GoD, as the. ca 
of our happinets ; and in the image of GoD, as a n 
ceſlary inward diſpoſition and qualification for it, Uni: 
Goyp love us, we cannot be happy, for miſerable 
they whom he hates; for Gop to ſay of any ni 
that his {uu/ bath no pleaſure in him, imports -as 7 
N21! 
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8, ber. 78. The happineſs of Gop. 33 
him Fauiſery, and as dreadful a.curſe as can be imagined, and 

c Wis ſoul can have no pleaſure in a bad man ; tor he loweth 
$7 hg /htcouſneſs and hatetb mmguity ; he is not a GoD that 
"_Y bath pleaſure in wickedneſs, neither fhall evil davell Twith 
þim ; the cwicked ſhall not fland in his fight 5 be hateth 


þs te TUGIRET'S of iniquity, Nay, if we could ſuppoſe 
Ro that he could love and take pleaſure in any perſon that 
\ wil. unlike to him, (which is impoſſible) yet that perſon 
__ Would not be happy, becauſe he would want that inv-ard 
& * Wrame and diſpotitivn of mind, which is neceffary to hap- 
246of neſs. | For the very ſame cautes and ingredients which 


nake up the happineſs or Goy, muſt in an inferior dc 
ree. be found in us, otherwiſe we cannot be happy ; no, 
hough a man were in heaven, if he be ſtill a bad man, 


d the , 

ep” elum non animum mutavit, he hath only changed the 
- + W:mate, and is gone into another country, but he bears 
xample 4 ? 


imſcif ſtill about him, and his -z»d 1s not changed, 


"&\? . s . | ; 
alWa) hich would ſignify a thoutand times more to his hap- 


dg wt R ; 
ah ko nets, than any place or outward c:ircumfance whative 
RY er. A bad man, whereſoever he goes, hath a root of 
nite ul and bitterneſs within him, and is miſerable from 
z| 3ITH | 


mſelf 5; he hath a ficnd in lis own breaſt, and the 
el of hell in a guilty conſcience, 

For there is a certain temper and diſpoſition of mind, 
at 1s neceſlarv and eftenti:l to happiacſs, and that is 
incis and goodnets, whici is the nature of God 


> ſons 0 
od man 
and ul 
reature 


fro. - ' 
—_ d fo much as any perſon veparts from this temper, ſo 
"en ti he removes hinelf, and runs away from happineſs ; 
68 Ga d as fin is a departure from God, to the puniſhment 


it is likewiſe exprelfled by departing, from him ; De- 
rt from me ye curſed ; depart from me all ye that wwork 
Wuity, I know you net, | 

And this is one great part of the miſery of thoſe de- 
erate and accurſed ſpirits, the devils, who are for 


1 for 


in t . > a 
gr . 2: baniſhed from the preſence of Go D, that they are 
k Nh "© * temper quite contrary to Gop, wicked and ime» 
AS < 


Ul, 2 envious and malicious, miſchievous and cruel 
> ble 2 ſuch a temper is naturaily a torment and ditquict to 
> by wr bo a s . . , . 
1era lf, And here the foundation of hell is laid in the 


1, {<P BER | f hel 
og .þ vifpolition of our aunds ; acd till this be cured, and 
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; 
ſet right, it is as impoſſible for any of us to be happy, Þ} can 
as it is for a limb that is out of joint to be at eaſe. AndÞ in. 
the external preſence, of GoD, and a local heaven (if tici 
we could imagine ſuch a perſon to be admitted into it, Þ ſuc} 
and ſee all the glories of that place, and the pleaſures Þ dien 
=nd delights of that ftate) all this, I ſay, would ſignify  felic 
no more to make a bad man happy, than heaps of goli Þ and 
and diamonds, and concerts of the moſt delicious muſic, A 
and a well-ſpread table, and a rich and coſtly bed wouli FF and : 
contribute to a man's eaſe in the paroxyſm of a fever, ly th 
or. in a violent fit of the tone ; becauſe the man_ hath ſuit | 
that within which torments him, and till that be re-W pleaſ 
moved, he cannot poſſibly be at eaſe, The man's ſpirit ther 
is out of order, and off the hinges, and toſſed from itz | they 
centre, and till that be ſet right, and reſtored to ittMthat 
proper place and ſtate by goodneſs and holineſs, the man 
will be perpetually reſtleſs, and cannot poſſibly have any 
eaſe or peace in his mind + for how can. there be ay 
peace, how can there be happineſs to him, who is of 1 
temper direaly oppoſite to it? The vicked, faith the 
prophet, Iſa, Ivii. 20, 21, is /ike the troubled ſea uh 
it cannot reſt, wwhoſe waters caff up mire and dirt, iſ 
long as there is impurity in our hearts, and guilt upo! 
our conſciences, they will be reftleſly working ; T ber Mncrea 


no peace ſaith my Gop to the wicked, "The Hebreifh Ma 
word which we tranſlate peace, ſignifies all kind of han a 8, 
pineſs ; there can be no felicity to a bad 1nan, Thoyme, 
conſideration whereof ſhould put us upon the moſt Mien | 


rious and earneft endeavours to be like Goy, that vt 
may be capable of his favour, and partakers of his felfworlq , 
eity. The divine nature is the only perfe& idea of hayery jr 
pineſs, and nothing but our conformity to it can mai In a 
us happy. ike th 
I have been ſo long upon this argument, on purpoWnd goc 
to convince men of the neceflity of holineſs and goudſhis fax 
neſs, and all other virtues, to our preſent and futuſhe/s 1, 
happineſs, They underſtand not the nature of hapſive ſha} 
nefs, who hope for it, or imagine they can attain it |Wleaſure 
any other way. The author and the fountain of happike h; 
pels, he that made vs, and alone can make us happMaip js 
Ca Vo. 


18, 1} Ser. 78. The happineſs of Gop. 25 
ppy, * cannot make us ſo in any other way, than by planting 
Ani in us ſuch a diſpoſition of mind, as is in truth a par- 
2 (if I ticipation of the divine nature, and by endowing us with 
© it, @ ſuch qualities as are the neceſſary materials and ingre= 
Cares | dients of happineſs. Thece is no way to partake of the 
gnify I} felicity of Gop bleſſed for ever, but by becoming holy 

gol I and righteous, good and merciful as he is, 
aſick, | All men naturally defire happineſs, and ſeek after it, 
woult I and are, as they think, travelling towards it, but general- 
fever, ly they miſtake their way. - Many are eager in the pur= 

hatlÞ ſuit of the things of this world, and greedily catch at 
be re-M pleaſures and riches and honour, as if theſe could make 
ſpiritiſÞ them happy 3 but when they come to embrace them, 
om its they find that they are but clouds and ſhadows, and 
\ to it{that there 1s no real and ſubſtantial felicity in them. 
e maſh Many ſay, wwho will ſhew us any good ? meaning the 
xve af good things of this world, corn and wine and oil : But 
be an{Mwouldeft thou be happy indeed ? endeavour to be like the 
is ff Wpattern of happineſs, and the fountain of it ; addreſs 
ith ththyſelf to him in the prayer of the pſalmiſt, Los» [fe 


Aer GS 


a evh thou up upon me the light of thy countenance, and thou ſhalt 
irt, Miput more joy and gladneſs into my heart, than the men 
ilt upoſWof the world can have, when their corn and their wine 
Ther: iWncreaſeth, | 

Hebreaſ Many fay, lo here, and lo there ! That happineſs'is 
| of havÞn a great place, or in a plentiful eftate, or in the en. 


n., TiFoyment of ſenſual pleaſures and delights ; but believe 
moſt iF{hem not ; happineſs is ſomething that is nearer and 
_ that viſnore intimate to us, than any of the things of this 
* his felYÞworld ; it is within thee, in thine heart, and in the 
-a of hayFWery inward frame and diſpoſition of thy mind, 
can maxi In a word, if ever we would be happy, we muſt be 
ike the bleſſed Gop, we muſt Fe holy, and merciful, 
2n purpMnd good, and juſt, as he is, and then we are ſecure of 
and gounis favour z for the righteous Lonp. loveth righteorſ- 
and futuWe/s, and his counterance will behold the upright, Then 
of hapiſ&'ec ſha}l be qualified for the enjoyment of him, and take 
ttain It Wleaſure in communion with him, becauſe we ſhall be 
n of haypWke him, For the fureſt foundation of love and friend- 
us hap?Fip 1s a ſimilitude of temper and diſpeſition 5 every 
can Vor, Vil, D | thiag 
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thing naturally affects its own likeneſs, and moves to. 
wards it, and greedily catcheth at it; ard gladly run Þ 
into the embraces of it, GoD and man mutt be blk | evIl 
one another, before they can take plcaſure in one ano- Þ 4m 
ther : It we be unlike to Gov, it is in the nature of Þ 77 
the thing impoſſible that ws ſhould be happy in one Þ 42%: 
another, and therefore there muſt be a change either | here 
in God or us, to bring about this likeneſs, The nature | auth 
of God is inflexible, fikt, and unchangeable ; there. if be 
fore change . thyſelf, firiner, and endeavour to be like i 20t. 
Gop ; for ſince he cannot depart from his holineſs, and þ 
purity, thou muſt leave thy fins, and be haly as he iÞ{elve 
Holy, if ever thou hopeſt to be happy, as he is: Ewe 
man that hath this hope in him, muſt purify himſelf, eva 
es be is pure, 

Not to this happy and only potentate,King of Kings, anififi 
Lord of Lords, who only hath immortality, and daocl!: 
in that light which no man can approach unto, hn 
no man hath ſeen, ner can ſee ; to him be boneur, arl 


gorver everlaſiing, Amen, 


SERMON LxxIsF 


Emre 
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The unchangeableneſs of Gov. ſes 

the ſor 

"- | perfect; 

. 5 from 
JAMES 1. 17. Poo, 

' F:th whom is no variableneſs, nor ſhadow of tiurnirs, Horious 
The whole period runs thus, "a, 

Do not err, my beloved brethren, every good gift, 2 K.:. en 
every perfee gift is from above and cometh dower tn of Fo 
ebe Father of lights, with whom is no variab!cr.jc, . j ie 
ſhadow of Furmng. _ 
HE connexion and dependance of t! e wor: i 1 irther 
on the former is briefly this 5 tic apo!'' Fl an 
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= | alſerted before, that Gop is not the author of fin 

| like | evil, wer. 13, 14. Let no man ſay Then be ts tempted, 
ano. |} am tempred of Gon, for God is wntemptable by evil, 
re of Þ neither tempreth be any man: but every man 1s tempted, 
\ one | 494en: he 1s drawon aſide of his own luſt, and enticed: and 
either Pere 1 the text he aſlerts, that God is the fountain and 
1ature |} avthor of all good 3 do not err, my beloved brethren ; as 


there. if be had ſaid, do not miſtake me, though fin and evil be 
© like $ ot from GoD, but from ourſelves, and our own corrupt 
= and bearts ; yet all good is from God, and not from our. 
b. if ſelves : though we be the authors of the fins we commit, 
yet we are not fo of the good that we do, that is from 
Gop ; cvery goed gift, and every perfet gift is from 
Babewt, and that cometh down from the Father of lights, 
1g, an Kin, which is nothing but evil and imperfe@ion, is not 
/--c//;þ9m GoD, but wholly from ourſelves ; whatever is good 
20/:"{þ2d perfect, is not from ourſelves, but from God ; we 
ur, arſp** neither inclined to that which is good, nor are able of 
purſelves to perform it; both the inclination and the 
power are from GoD, who is the fountain of goodneſs 
———ſznd perfeCtion, and can never be otherwiſe, and can ne- 
——"ſvcr change nor ceaſe to be ſo, for 20:th him is no wariable- 
cſs nor ſhadow of turning, | 
"XxX ofa gift, and + perfet gift ; all that good= 
- eſs, and all thoſe degrees of perfeftion, which are in the 
JD Treatures, in the higheſt angels or ſaints, in the beſt of 
" he ſons of men, whatever there is of excellency and 
perfection, of goodneſs or happineſs in any of them, 
6 from above, that is frem heaven; it is the gift of 
Gov, and cometh down from that perfe& good and 
+=; [horious being, whom the apoſtle here calls the Father of 
| Wohts, in allufion to the ſun, which is a kind of univer- 
al bencta&tor to the world, and liberally diſpenſeth hi 
geht and heat and influence upon all things here below ; 
vt then there is this difference, the ſun changeth its ha- 
itudes and poſitions in reference to us, and varies its ſha- 
ows, it- rifeth and ſets, comes nearer to us, and goes 
word Frther from us; but it is otherwiſe with this intellec- 
anc) ſal and immaterial fun, te Father of lights, with wwbom 
"  alicWrre 7s no wariableneſs nor ſhade of turning, Tagarhnayy 
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; * > a bx / . FR 2 Ser 
Teomiig &noouiacjua, Which are all aſtronomical words; 
the firſt mapannayn ſignifies the various habitudes and I|Þ have 
poſitions ' wherein the ſun appears to us every day, ſÞ alwa 
at its rifing in the meridian, and when it ſets; Ter ſand 
is a word which belongs not to the daily, but: to the Þ be 15 
yearly courſe of the ſun, hich is nearer to us, or far. ſÞþlels, 
ther from us, as he approacheth nearer towards the | muta 
Northern or ſouthern tropicks ; and hence it is that it | quali 
caſts ſeveral ſhadows to people in ſeveral countries ; and FF Purpc 
agreeably to- this, the word amroomiacua, caſting of ſha. ſÞ grow 
dows, being joined with Tenn, ſignifies the variation {quent 
of the ſhadows according to the courſe and motion of Iwhic] 
the ſun, band | 


But Gow is an eternal ſpring of light, which neverſſyſtrony 
Yiſeth or ſets, which hath no mixture of ſhadow noſes we 
darkneſs, hath no changes nor variations, but is alwayſſur k 
the-ſame free and liberal diſpenſer of good things to huſhe fr. 
creatures ; the Father of lights, with whom there is nſſpal | 


moſt | 
ay It 
ngly 1 
entio1 
leverir 
lo the 


evariableneſs nor ſhadow of turning 3 which words ſignif 
the immutable perfeCtion and goodneſs of the divine na- 
ture; which ſhall (by God's affiſtance) be the ſubject 6 
my preſent diſcourſe ; in which I ſhall proceed in thi 
method, | 


Firſt, I ſhall briefly explain what is meant by the inÞ xr, 
mutability or unchangeableneſs of the divine nature. ©2906 
Secondly, I ſhall ſhew that this is a perfeEtion effentill , 
to Bo, D, to be immutably what he is, that is good zulfſÞ, 
eriect, 's 
2 Thirdly, I ſhall anſwer an obje&tion which lies againi hy 
it, from the mention ſo often made in ſcripture of Govh,c 
xepenting himſelf. And han in 
 Fourthly, Apply the conſideration of it to ourſelves, hr ay @ 
I. For the explication of it. By the immutability oÞ2tinu 
GoD, we mean, that he always is, and was, and to ancral, 


eternity will be the ſame, that he undergoes no chang parti: 

either of his eſſence and being, or of his properties an age, 

 Perfections, In reference to the unchangeableneſs of hi d byt 
being, he is ſaid to be eternal, incorruptible, and only t A c 

| ha caug 

5 pM 


day, þ always the ſame infinitely wiſe, and good, and poweriul, 
_—_— holy, and juſt being ; from whence it follows, that 
to the © ke is conſtant and immutable in all his decrees and coun. 
r far. fels, his purpoſes and promiſes, We are uncertain and 
's the © mutable in Gur very nature and beings, and in all thoſe 
hat it @ qualities and perfetions which belong to us, in all our 
: ant} purpoſes, reſolutions and aftions z we are continually 
f ſpa- 'growing or decreaſing in this or that quality, and do fre- 
riation {quently change from one extreme to another, from that 
ion off} which is more perfe& to the contrary, now knowing, 
band then ignorant, ſometimes wiſe, and oftener fooliſh, 
Iſtronger and weaker, better or worſe, as it happens, and 
bs we order ourſelves, continually waxing or waining if 


1 Nevet 


is Th pur knowledge, and wiſdom, and goodneſs, and power x 
to hifffive frequently change our minds, and alter our purpoſes, 
»e is nfſ&0d break our promiſes, and contrad!& our firmeſt and 
 Genifſ oft ſerious reſolutions, and ſpeak a thing and do it not, 


ay it and do not bring it to paſs; but God is everlaſt» 
ngly the ſame in all his perfeQtions ; conſtant to his in« 
entions, ſteady to his purpoſes, immutably fixed and per= 
ſevering in all his decrees and reſolutions, I proceed 
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If. thing I propoſed, namely, To ſhew that this per. 


re. Wcttion is eſſential to God, to be unchangeably what he 
effentill.. And this I ſhall endeavour to make manifeſt both 
ood a.om natural reaſon, and from the divine revelation of 
. {We holy ſcriptures, 

S 262" 1. From the diQates of natural reaſon, which tell us, 
f G00 at nothing argues greater weakneſs and imperfeRion 
ts han inconſtancy and change, This is the great vanity 
elves, 


f all creatures, that they are uncertain, and do not long 
ability oÞntinue in one ſtate; this is the vanity of the world in 
ind to afe2eral, that rhe faſhion of it paſſeth away z and of many 
, chan: particular, that he is liable to ſo many natural changes, 
rties an} 2ge, and diſcaſes, and death, for which reaſon he is 
ſs of hifſÞd by the pſalmift, to be i= brs beſt eflate altogether va= 
1d only fy 3 and that he is liable to ſo many moral changes, ta 

ha <cluded and deceived in his underftanding, and to alter 


i opinion [o often, to be - fickle 30 us will, and to 
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change ſo often his purpoſes and reſolutions, according ty be 91 
the alteration or appearance of things, We attribute Þ fund 


* change and inconſtancy to perſons of the weakeſt age and Þ tion: 


underſtanding,” as-children, who are liable 70 be toſſed to Þ rows 
and fro, and carried about with every wind, as the Þ him' 
apoſtle ſpeaks, Eph. iv. 14, in no 

Now ifthe divine nature were ſubje& to change, this Þ here 


would caſt an univerſal cloud upon all the divine perfec- Þ ger 


tions, and obſcure all! other excellencies, and make them gift ; 
like the flower.of the field, which, how gay and glori-Þzs, } 
ous ſoever, is fading and periſhing ; and the greater the /;127 
divine perfe&tions are, the greater imperfe&tion woull Þ;; 7 
mutahility be,, for as the corruption of the beſt things s Þ;:,y-7 
the worſt, ſo the better any thing is, ſo much the work Þ,:ho- 
it would be to have it liable to corruption and change. Þexcell 

And as mutability in Gop would darken all his other Þ4.;; 
perfeC&tions, ſo would it take away the foundation and 
comfort of all religion ; the ground of our faith, and 
hope, and fear, of our love and eſteem of GoD would, 
be quite taken away, We could have no great honouſ 
or eſteem for a being that is fickle and inconſtant, it 
His power and juſtice were uncertain, his threatening 
would in a great meaſure loſe their awe and force z if hi; 
truth and faithfulneſs could fail, no promiſes and ceclarz- 
tions, how gracious ſoever, would be any ſecurity or firm 
ground of truſt and confidence, 

And this reaſoning: is not the reſult of divine revela- 
tion, but clearly founded in the natural notions and ſug- 
geſt:ons of our minds, as wall appear by citing one or 
two teſtimonies to this purpoſe, of thoſe who had nd 
other guide but natural light, Plato in his Phadro 1n- 
quires, Whether the moſt perfe& (that is GoD) be alway 
the ſame, or ſometimes thus, and ſometimes otherwiſe, tia 
Ts ( ſaith he ) whether that which is equality and gvodre|i 
and bounty itſelf, receives any the leaſt change at any tint 
and be not conftant and uniform, and of itſelf aways t! 
fame, Kat 8Tapen 8Tajam; anndimoi BTeaiay evSeyF/ai 
and is never in -any wiſe, upon any account, ſubje& to a 
change or alteration whatſoever ? To which he anſwer 
That it is neceſſary that he ſhould be the ſame and my 
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ing to I alike, And Lib, 2. de Repub, where he lays down the 
ribute Þ fundamental laws and conſtitutions of religion, he men- 
e and Þ tions theſe two (which one would almoſt think he bor- 
ed to ÞÞ rowed from St. James, but that he lived ſo long before 
3s the © him) viz. Firſt, That GoD 7s the cauſe of all good, and 
'in no wiſe of any evil ; anſwerably to what our apoſtle 
, this here aſſerts, that GoD cannot be tempted with evil, nei- 
erfec« I eber tempteth he any man : but that ewery good and perfect 
them Wſ o7ft 7s Nom him, Secondly, That GopD doth not deceive 
glori- Þ 2s, by making various repreſentations of himſelf to us ; 
er the Þ /pmetimes in one form, and ſometimes in another ; for he 
would Þ;s unchangeable and always the fame, and cannot, Tijg 
ings 8 Wiaurs 3a; txbaive, paſs out of his en idea, or be any 
> worl ether than what he is 5 which he further confirms by this 
nge. excellent reaſoning, That which 1s the beſt and moſt perfect 
s othet (being is not liable to any alteration 3 but ſuch a being tis 
on aniÞGop, and therefore he cannot be changed by any thing 
h, anifghat 7s 2veaker and leſs perfe&t than himſeif, and he cannot 
wouilWo:l/ ro change himſelf: for if be ſhould, it muſt either be 
honou Wor che berter or for the worſe z it cannot be for the better, 
tant, Wor being already poſſeſſed of all perfe&ion, there can be 
ateninglihy acceſſion of any to him by any change ; and certainly 
3 if histbere is no wiſe being, as Gon 1s, that will change for 
ceclariMhe <vorſe, and therefore he concludes, xanMirog 2 aging 
' or firtifiÞy eig 79 TuvaTiV, pfves as awhan;, % TH aur? pig), 
[hat betng the goodlieſt and beſt being that 1s poſſible, be 
> revel iWp/roays continues ſimply the ſame, Seneca likewiſe ſpeak - 
and ivy-ſng of the immutability of Gov's counſels, L. 6. Benef, 
; one Mir atyerunt (ſays he) gue nom mutarent, neque unguam 
had 1WﬀWrim! confilit Deos pernitet, The Gods make unchange- 
xdro !4ſble decrees, and never repent them of their firſt coun-. 
e alwwayW1. | | 
iſe, 1: 2, This will yet more clearly appear from the divine 
| gvodn!Wrvelation of the holy ſcriptures, which tell us that 
any tin'ÞoD is unchangeable in his nature and in his perfec- 
lways '\Wons, in all his decrees and purpoſes and promiſes, In 
evSe xe (ji effence and being, Excd. jii. 14. 1 am that T am, 
ez to anus is his name, whereby he made known himſelf to 
: anſwer .comfort of his people, and to the terror of the E- 
nd m yptians their opprefſors, Pſa!, xcii, 2, From everlaſting 
G01 | | 0 
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to everlaſiing thou art God, Pſalm cii, 27, Thou art the 
lame, and thy years fail not, Mal, iii. 6, 1 am the 
LorD and change not, Hence it is that the title of the 


living Goy is ſo frequently attributed to him ; and he 


ſwears by this as denoting not only his eternity but his 
unchangeableneſs; As 1 live faith the Lopd, Hither 
likewiſe we may refer thoſe texts where he is called the 
mncorruptible GoD, Rom. 1. 23. The immortal ing, 1 
Tim, 1, 17. and is ſaid only to have immortality, 1 "T::i, 
3,16, And he is immutable likewiſe in his perfcQion; 
hence it is fo often ſaid in the Pſalms, that his goodneſs 
and his mercy endure for ever 3 his righteouſnels is 
hkewiſe ſaid to endure for ever, 
XXXVi, 6. to be /:ke the great mountains, not only viſth!: 
and conſpicuous, but firm and immoveable; and the 


Xi. 72, His trutb enduretb fer ever ; and of his power, 


b y 
ftreng: D, 


and the thoughts of his heart to all generations, 


cut of his tips. | 
themſelves immutable ; but for our further aſſurance, 
Gop hath given us his oath, the higheſt ſign of immu- 
tability ; ſo the apoſtle to the Hebrews tells us, chap. v1. 
18. That by txwo immutable things, (viz, his promiſe an 
his oath) in which 1t 1s impoſſible for GoD to lie, we 
might have firong conſolation, who hawe fled for refuge i 
+ hope which 15 let before ns, I proceed to the 


III, Thity 


F 
o 


i Set 


Pſal, cxi. 3. and Pal, þ 
4 


fame likewiſe is ſaid of his truth and faithfulneſs, Pſal, : 
Tia, wxvi. 4. in tbe Lok D Febovab 18 everlaſiing 


And fo likewiſe in his decrees and purpoſes, Piil, 
XXXill, 11. The counjel of the LorD flandeth for enrr,iWe.; 
Ifa. xv. 
24. Surcly as Þ have thought, fo ſhall it come to par, 
and as I bawe purpoſed, ſo ſhall it land, Numb. xxiu.ſh 
iq, God 1s nt a man {bat be ſPould lie, or as the ſor. M1 
man that he ſhould repent ; hath be ſpoken, and ſhall! r:'Þ 
He doit? bath he ſaid it, and ſhall nat be bring it © 
vaſs ? If he hath made any promiſe, or entercd into 
any covenant with us, it is firm and immutable, Pial.g...; 
lxxxix. 32. He vill not ſuffer bis faithfulneſs to fail, huM1.: 
ecvenant will be not brcak, nor alter the thing that 7s gon! 
His covenant and his promiſe are 1; 
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brepentance we are to underſtand (as many others in 
Lſcripture) after the manner of men, and as ſpoken by 
way of condeſcenſion and accommodation to our weak- 
neſs and capacity, and not as cafting any imputation of 
*mutability and inconſtancy upon Gov, as if out of le- 
wity-or for want of foreſight he did alter his mind ; but 
Avhen GoD is ſaid 70 repent that he made man, or that 
be made Saul king, the change was not in him, but 
them ; and it fignifies not that Gop was abſolutely de- 
Teived 1n his expeRation, but that things had fallen out 
Tontrary to all reaſonable expeCtation 3 and therefore 
the ſcripture cloaths GoD with the human paſſion of 
gepenting and grieving for what he hath done, as men 


_ Þſe to do when they are greatly diſappointed and fall 
ail 
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II. Thing I propoſed, which is to anſwer an objec- 
tion, which may ſeem to lie againſt what hath been ſaid, 


from the mention fo often made in ſcripture of God's 
'repenting himſelf, as Gen. vi. 6, where it is ſaid, that ze 


repented GoD that he had made man, 1 Sam, xv. IT, 
That he repented that he had mad: Saul king ; and 2 


Sam, xXx1V. 16, When the angel! had flretched out his 
band over Jeruſalem to deſtroy it, it is ſaid that the Log» 
repented him of the evil; and Pal, cxxxv, 14, the LorD 
faith there that he vill repent himſelf concerning his ſer-_ 


vants, 


To all which I anſwer, That this expreſſion of GoD's 


ort of their expeQation, 
And as for the other inſtances, wherein GoD is ſaid 


to repent him of evils threatened, the expreſiion only 
benifies thus much, that Gop doth not execute that 
Which ſeemed to us to have been his peremptory pure 


boſe and reſolution, that is, he is pleaſed to do other- 
Wiſe than his threatening (ſeemed openly to expreſs, be- 
auſe of ſome tacit condition implied in it, which he did 
ot think fit te acquaint us with, And this doth not 
t all derogate from the conſtancy and immutability of 
0D : for when Gop did threaten, he ſpake what he 
id really purvoſe and intend, if ſomething did not inter- 
ene to prevent the judgment threatened, Pon which 
& was reſolved at that time when he threatened, to be 

| taken 
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44 The unchangeableneſs of Gop. Ser. 79. Per-76 
| Fo! a G 
taken off and to ſtay his hand 3 and in thus doing, | $+4/ dew, 


Gop doth not mutare confilium ſed ſententiam ; He dith Þ $e hater 
not change his inward counſel and purpoſe, but takes off the ts likew 


ſemence, which was pafted with reſerved conditions and þ pur/ry, 1 
unknown to us, on purpoſe to urge us the more effect. ſÞ alſo om 
ally to repentance. | Threaten 
And that Gop uſvally reſerves ſuth conditions, not thine any 
onlv in his threatenings but ſometimes alſo in his pro. ſeated, , 
miſes, appears from that remarkable text, Jer. xviii. 7, Burt angr 
'$, 9, 10. At what inſtant T ſhall ſpeak concerning a 1. {obo Judy 
tion, and concernirvg a kingdom, to pluck up, and 10 ji Gent to : 
down, and to deſtroy it « if that nation againſt cobom I fertul, co 
hawe pronounced, turn from the evil, T will repent of th; vr put © 
evil that 1 thought to do unto them : at Tohat inflant ] Mvte inig 
foall ſpeak concerning @ nation, and concerning a kingdom, ſppentent 
fo build and to plant it ; if ut dv evil in my fight, that it Wtrbe hang 
ebey not my woice, then Twill repent of the good Tuhere. robo ine 
with IT ſaid T would benefit them, And from this very Winate fi 
conſideration the ſame prophet encourageth the people {Wore ob 
| £0 repentance, Jer. xxvi, 13. Therefore now amend you than Go 
evays and your doings, and obey the woice of the Loxy Mpeble. 1 
your Gop, and the LonD will repent him of the evil (40D is : 
bath pronounced againſt you. And we have a famous Wr 2o'/l » 


inſtance of this in tbe caſe of Nineveh, the deſtruction 
whereof within forty days after, Gop had openly pro- 
claimed by his prophet ; yet he ſtops the execution of y'% nan 
the ſentence upon their repentance, Jonah iii. xo, 7: {forarh, 14 
men of Nineveh turned from their evil wvays, and thep"ter into 
LonrD repented of the ewil be ſaid he would ds unto then, ſting, an 
and be did it not. | p Condition 
All that now remains is to apply this doQtrine of the Þpirmed thi 
3mmutability of the divine nature to ourſelves ; and” 70h:ch 
the conſideration of it may ſerve to ſeveral good pur-Prave tro 
poſes, both in reference to bad and good men. Nopes of r 
Firſt, In regard to ſinners and wicked men, , 2dly, *] 
And iſt. The unchangeableneſs of Gop is matter ofp':on1d lilc 
great terror to wicked men, Let but the ſinner conliderWiirs to re 
what God is, and the conſideration of his unchangeableſÞ?2d turn 
nature muſt needs terrify him; He is a holy Gob, andÞii:m po 
ef purcy ey's than to bebold intquity, Hab, i, 12, It 4 
j 


yt 
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I Lt a Gor that hath pleaſure 7 in wickedneſs, neither ſpall 
$011 davell with him, the fooliſh ſpall not fland in his fight, 
e hateth all the workers of imguity, Plal, v. 4, 5. He 


be Þ is likewiſe a juſt Gow, and eoill by no means clear the 
nd Þ p:iiley, nor ler fin go unpuniſhed, Exod, xxxiv. 7, He is 
1- alſo omnipotent, and able to execute the vengeance 


Threatened againſt ſinners. Who knowerh the porver of 
thine anger ? Pal, xc, 11. Thou, even thou art to be 
feated, and who may fland in thy fight when once thou 
art angry ? Pfal. Ixxvi. 7. Strong 7s the Lorp Gop 
robo judgeth, Rev. xi. 8. And which gives a ſad ac- 
cent to all this, he that is thus holy and juſt and pow- 

erful, continues for ever the ſame, and will never alter 
pr put off any of theſe properties, will never ceaſe to 
hate iniquity, and to be an implacable enemy to all im- 


2, Wpcnitent finners : and is it not a fearf/ thing to full ini 
"a Fe hands of this holy and juſt and omnipotent Gov 
re. Wrcbo limes for ever, and can puniſh for ever? Let all ob- 


ery Winate ſinners hear this and tremble ; : von cannot be 
ple ſpoore obſtinately bent to continue in your wicked wavs, 
your Fan Gop 1s peremptorily reſolved to mike you mite- 
xD MWzble. If you be determined upon a finful courſe ; 
1 Gor is alſo determined how he will deal with von, that 
10s Mr 0011] not ſpare, but that bis anger, and jealouſy all 
Hon brake againſt you, and that all the curſes that are wwriiten 
pro- Fn bis book fhall light upou you, and that be will blot out 
n of jour name from under beaven 3 be hath ſwsrn in his 
The Forath, that unbelieving and impenitent ſinners fall not 
| the (enter FO his reſt; and for the greater aſſurance of the 
bem, (ting, and that we may not think, that there is any 
Londition implicd in theſe threatenings, hz trath -con- 
the irmed them by an oath, that by this wnmutable ſign, 
and» <ohich rt rs impoſſible for Gor ts lie, ſinners mga 
ave ſtrong terrors, and not be able to fly to any 
hopes of refuge, 
Sdly..' T he conſideration of God's unchangeableneſs, 
ould likewiſe be a very powerful argument to. urge fin- 
icrs to repentance, If they will but leave their fins 


p 
ter of 
nf1idet 


-cableſÞ''d turn to him, they will find him ready to rece:ve 
\ ardſiccm vpon thew repentance and ſubmitſion ; for he 7s a 
He i -- oY 
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46 The unchangeableneſs of Go. Ser. 59, 7 


Gop gracious and meraful, flow io anger and ready 
forgive, he is unchangeably good and his mercy end:1r: 
>r ever : but if they will not come in, and ſubmit yſ&e lefs 
theſe terms, there is nothing before them but ruin any 
deftrution, nothing then remains but a fearful 1:ckin po good 
for of judgment, and fiery indignation to conſume tn, ſs mar, 
Gop hath declared to us the terms of our pardon an Would x 
Peace, and if we will not come up to them, he is at ;ſ#2t2 5c 


point, he cannot change his nature, nor will he alt It the 
the terms of his covenant: there is a perfe& and eta ſEhange 
nal oppoſition between the holy nature of God, and a wrhen he 
impenitent ſinner 5 and it is impoſſible ſuch an oſﬀcpentan 
ſhould be happy, till this oppoſition be removed ; aniſſſ8xt wh! 
to do that, there are but two ways imaginable, lſt#?2r / 
changing GoD or by changing ourſelves ; the nature F CIR 
Gop is fixed and unalterable; Gop cannot receW Pat 7: 
from his own pure nature z therefore we muſt depiſcir evi, 
from our ſinful and corrupt nature: Gop cannot cu”? f5ex: 
his holineſs ; therefore we muſt leave our fins : we caifrvants : 
have no hope to change Gop ; therefore we muſt changW*5 meas 
ourſelves, ReCtify finner thine own corrupt nature an 
and renounce thy luſts, do not venture upon impoſiibilM'- Lo x 
ties, rather think of altering thy finful nature, wii /©rva 
may be changed, than of altering the divine naturſ tus | 
- which is eſſentially immutable, wvrth evbom is no war©cnities 
ableneſs, nor ſhadew of turning, Gov hath once cefſe's and f 
deſcended ſo far, as to take our nature upon him, < muta 
make us capable of happineſs ; but if this will nut "285 wh 
he can go no lower, he will not, he cannot put of lfffþ >< ſett 
own nature to make us happy. ;  thete f 
Secondly, In reference to good men, the confideratiÞ* tho: /, 


of Gop's unchangeablenets is matter of great conſolatigh”* are 2: 
to them, in all the changes and viciffitudes of thÞ% /-a 
world ; their main comfort and hope is built upon” 2s a 
rock, the rock of ages, as the expreflion is in the pf <9@nge 
phet, Iſaiah xxvi, 4. it relies upon the unchangeaz'** 7 en 
goodneſs and faithfulneſs of God, all whoſe prom: (es aff* to t 
yea and amen, truth and certainty, All other ſuppd! idren of 
and hopes may fail us: but Gon wvrll not pf his faiſÞ** %e eff; 
fulneſs te fail, bis eevenart will be not preat, no (KIB 


f 
o 


oo 


if 
t1 
(th 


Fe thing which is gone out of his lips, as the pſalmif 
& ures us, Pſa). lxxxix. 34. Men may break their word, and 
e lefs than their promiſes: but Gop 7& faithful quho 


D. Bath promtjed to give grace and plory, and to with-ho/d 
in no good thing from them that walk uprightly. ; he 18s 10: 


Bas man, that be fhould lie, or as the jon of man, that he 
Would repent 5 hath he ſpoken and fhall be not do it ? 
\t ofÞat> be ſaid it, and ſhall not be bring tt to paſs ? | 

alt If there be any thing that hath the appearance of x 
eter {Ehange in Gop, it is uſnally on the merciful fide, as 
4 {$4hen he ſtops the execution of his threatenings upon the 
Fepentance of a finful nation ; as in that remarkable 


ot, 
and 


\ One | x £6 
 anext which I mentioned before, Jer. xvii, 7, 8. At <ohat 
; lf 2rt 1 ſpall [prak concerning a nation, and concerning 4 


ingdom, to plact up, and ts pull dawn, and to deſiroy it, 
that nation againſt whom I bawe prencunced, turn from 
beir evil, I <will repent of the ewil that I thought to d» 
nt9 them : and fo likewiſe when his faithful people and 
xvants are in great diſtreſs, and there is no vifible help 
nd means of rehef, in this cale likewiſe Gov 1s ſaid to 
pbent and to appear for their reſcue, Deut, xxxii, 46, 


ure 0 
reced 
depa 
JT Qu 
'e (1 
chan} 


1a : TNe XXIL, - 
Mb be Lou D ſpall judge hrs people, and repent himſelf for 
wil: /orpants, when he feeth that their power 1s gone, 


natun Thus we ſhould comfort ourſelves in the greateſt ex- 
o ca Wcnities with the confideration of the immutable good - 
ol 38 and faithfulneſs of Goy, The things of the world 
\im, WF mutable, and the men of the world z even thoſe 
not i ings which ſeem moſt conitant, as the heavens ; and 


© of iP Þ© ſettled upon the fureſt foundations, as the earth 


t theſe ſhall be changed, Pſal. cii. 25, 26, 27. Of old 
derati /t thou laid the foundations of the earth, and the hea- 
folate" are the work of thine hands ; they ſhall pirifh, but 

of oe /Pait endare, all of them ſhall wax vid lite a gar- 
it, as a veſlure ſalt thou change them, ard they fhall 
& coanged, but thou art the ſame, and thy years fhail 
we no end ; ftom whence the pſalmiſt infers this com - 
»+ 


. {-5 ft to the church and people of Gon, ver, 28, 165» 


. - 'S 


/, , p [1 —_ ** PF Coo 
{upp iidren of 494 Jerwants [hall CON!toue, nd hav 4 4 
bis falſe 97 efablifhed before tore, : 0s 
”—_ al p Co Fil F: ; N 91 li 


Os 
w 


i er. 79. The unchangeableneſs of Gon. 47 


uu a Sons 
» «ds adn 


_y — pogo OE. 7 "RM" a 
> 5 pn. ; OW: 
o_ _ ” "*7, 4 mo = "2 << S - - 
_— voy _ ſy _—_— 4 by 2 t n 
- a * : Ss : _ =—MI a 
. —_ "699 © cs Fo +—FII7T = _ "3 
ma E—=—rDir 7 4 _ ___ - = - nb tons £5 IGG - 
" - 4-5 pn Ot ns. TI RS gn 
_— - - 
+ > Hh > 4 


CET 
alas a> 2 P - 


__ GT OT 

more Aha 5G TER TIN 

nr 4 7 x 
> 


Wen 


PENN o 


om 


_— "I 


a Sg 


: 4 , 
OC CT i OE an Pn OG 
, s 


7” 


_— Se +7 Ws n . & 
-_ 6 Ee Gee m_ od 
- 


2. a 


_—_ 


© vgs An rr 5 
- t «i 


{2 Vas SS 
” - 


_—  — 
- 


— — ” 


- 


PEE CEE TER a nt i oe ee $ A erenr tss 
- . , PSIICTS oo 


| 48 The unchangeableneſs of GoD. Ser. 99, þ 


/Nothing that is mutable can be a ſolid foundation of |} abous 
comfort and confidence, Men are inconſtant, and richa ſ; #now 
are uncertain, and all other things which men com. ; 
monly truſt to, and therefore the apoſtle chargerh chm | with 
that are rich in this world, not to truſt im uncertain riches, | 25 goc 
but in the living Gop, He only that lives for ever i | fuaſio. 
a firm foundation of hope and confidence, | bath | 

When Gop would comfort the Ifraelites in Epryt 
' under their great oppreſſhon, he bids Moſes only to &. | —— 
clare to them his immutability, Exod. ui, 14. Say un» 
' them, Iam that I am, hath ſent me unto you 3 and thi i 
3s the great comfort of chriſtians, that he who is thu 0 ] 
SAVIOUR, and their hope, is tbe ſame yeſterday, 
day, and for ever ; he that was, and that is, and t6at iz 
to come, in all durations the ſame, | 

We are continually changing, and are not the ſame 
we were ; ſome of us were young and now are 014; 
once perhaps flouriſhed in great proſperity, but now ar: 
poor and needy 3 were once ſtrong and healthful, bu 
now ſickly and weak ; it ſhould comfort us in all th:# 
changes, that Gor is ſtill the ſame, and he alone 1 
inſtead of all other comforts and ſupports ; when al 
ether things fail, we may rcoice in the Lox», and ;1l CO; 
in the Gov of our ſalvation, Youth, and health, ad fect: 
riches, and friends, may forſake us: but Gop hailfſh will, 
promiſed, that be <vill not leave us nor forſake us ; whaſſſMige cc 


cur firength fails, and cur heart fails, then is he cſildam | 
flrength of our heart, and Gur portion for ever 5 alſo anot} 
when our great change ſhall come, and the terrors dfſ®he kno 


he natui 


death ſhall take hold of us, we have till the ſame com 
piles, ar 


fort, the LoxD liveth, and bleſſed be tbe GoDp of 


ſatvation, | 'fet c 

In a word, the conſideration of Gop*'s immutabiliyMings or 
ſhould keep us fixed and unmoved in all the changes ariſen ; of 
accidents of this world, and not apt to be Rtartled 2nlfff te kno 


ſurpriſed at them, according to that of the pſaimift, HſFaniing © 
ſpall not be afraid of ewil tidings, becauſe his beart 4ering : 
fied, truſling in Gop. This thould make us confan(fÞoles, to 
to him and his truth, fedfaft and wnnigueable, and airaner all t 
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c | abounding in the work of the Lorp, foraſmuch as ve 
know, that eur labour jhall net be in wain in the Logny ; 
: jt ſhould make us ho/d faſt the profeſſion of our faith 


By 4 without wawering, in full afſurance, that Gon will be 


i as good to us as his word, and in a firm hope and per- 

a Y foafion of that eternal life, which Gov that Cann? lie 
| bath promiſed, 

IJ - 

{2 He m - 

(4th | BI 

ths 


[SERMON LXXX, 


if 

7 The knowledge of God. 

ame = | 

O14 ; oy FAY 

Y art $ 

bu 2. SAW; ii. + 

thicle |: : 

ne 0 The Lord ts a Gob of Knowledge, 

en 

:d in COME now to ſpeak of thoſe properties and per- 
4 feftions which relate to the divine underſtanding, and 
hab will, and manner, and power of afting, Know- 
wha ecge conſiders things abſolutely, and in themſelves ; 

he t&{F:idom confiders the reſpefts and relation of things one 

; ao another, and under the notion of means and ends. 

ors dff8'ne knowledge of Gad is a perfe&t comprehenſion of 


{he nature of all things, with all their powers, and qua- 
ties, and circumſtances; the wiſdom of Gop is a 
herfe&t comprehenſion of the reſpefts and relation of 
ings one to another ; of their harmony and oppoſis 
on 3 of their fitneſs and unfitneſs to ſuch and ſuch erjds., 


tabilihÞ 
Les and 


led 2nfſl he knowledge of Gop only implies his bare under- 
nft, ſanding of things 3 but his wiſdom implies the {knl of 
bear: Wering and diſpoſing things to the beſt ends and pur- 


con{talſÞoſes, to make every thing, and to govern and adminie. 
{ alan all things in number, weight, and meaſure, I ſhall, 

benndit pPTns ſpeak of the firſt of theſe, the knowledge of 
E'3 Gap, 


. 
— WR, 
- eY 


_ 


= 


mb. 


= atv omg 4 


n 
1 
; 
£ 
. 
. 
, 
þ 
2 
: 
: 
[ 
: 


OR = 
Bay indy vey OT 1 Hs ET AE 
Pw - 
z. «Þ ” PR foe 


—— —— — ——— — 
_ 


* 
% 
I 
F | 
WS 
WY + 
R : 
i: x : 
, +7 
: 
» k 
' 
% 4 : 
Ra Oo 
+ 
Wt | 
Y 0 4 
17 vt vx 
xi L 
HM 
my. 
1i8J 
Mt Fi 3 
+ *þ 
4 
+ 4 


" 
LOS os 
AS— ne 
OSIGS SL 


—_— ot er 
emmy oe og. cn—_—_—— 
- A cz 5% $ 
a Wat: © foe renee ern by 


g 4 _ , 
CR wee te En ta 
Oo  e————_— ey 


Ser. 3, 


The knowledge of Gon. 
GoD, which, as I ſaid, is a perfeRt comprehenſion of 
the nature of all things, and of every thing belonging to - 
their nature : of the powers, and mn, and CIrCutt. 
Kances of things. 

Theſe words fignify GoD to be the fountain 
knowledge; that is, that he poſſefſeth it hirnielf, and 


50 


communicates It to 'others. In the UaOGUOg of this, | 


tall, 


Firſt, Endeavour to prove, that this attribute belongs 
to GoD. 

Sccondly, Shew the perſeQion and the prerogatives of 
the divine knowl:dge. 

Thirdly, Draw ſome praQtical inferences from the 
whole, 


Firſt, For the proof of it, I ſhall attempt it two 7 


WAYS, 

4 From the difates of natural heht and reaſon, 

2. From ſcripture or divine revelation. 

1. From the dictates of natural light and reaſon, | 
begin with this firſt, becauſe, unleſs this be eſtabliſhed, 
all divine revelation falls to the ground ; unleſs natur 
reaſon aſſures us, that Goy is endowed with knowledge 
and underſtanding, it is in vain to inquire after a divine 
revelation, For to make any revelation credible, tw 
things are requiſite on the part of the revealer, ability, 
and integrity 5 that he have a perfe&t knowledge znl 
underſtanding of the thing which he reveals, ſo that tr 
cannot be deceived himſelf; and to much goodneſs anl 
truth that he will not deceive us. Now unteſs our res. 
fon aſſure us that Gop is endowed with knowledge an 
underſtanding, the firit condition 1s evidently wanting 
viz, ability, and conſequently the ſecond, integrity 
for there cannot be goodneſs and veracity without know 
legege, 

This being premiſed, I proceed to the proof of it fro: 
ſach arguments as our natural reaſon ſuggeſts to us, 
bave formerly told you, that the divine perfeCtions 1 
BUL to be proved by way of demonſtration, but by % 


7 Ser. 
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f + of conviction, by ſhewing the abſurdities and inconveni- 

0 I encies of the contrary ; for if we deny knowledge to 

:- © Gon, we mnſt deny it to be a perfeCtion 3 we muſt de- 

ny it to be in any of the creatures; we muſt attri- 

of Þ bute many other imperfeftions to Goy ; all which 

1:1 ÞÞ are abſurd to our natural reaſon ; for natural reaſon 

, 1 diftates to us, that knowledge is a perfeCtion, that it 

js to be found in the creatures, and that the denial of 

nec I} it to GoD will argue many other imperfections in the 

WW divine nature 3 now theſe are ſo many arguments which 

« of {natural reaſon offers to us to prove, that knowledge 
belongs to Gop. = 

th 1 It is a perfeftion, and therefore belongs to GoD., 

Natural reaſon tells us, though the ſcripture had not 


Efaid it, that knowledge excels ignorance as much as light . 


tw igeth darkneſs 5 now whatever is perfeC and excellent, is 
to be attributed to the divine nature, for this 1s the firſt 
—_ we have of Gop, That he is a being abſolutely 
perfect, 
n. I 2. Knowledge is to be found in ſome of the creatures, 
iſhed, Wand therefore is much more in Gop the Creator, be- 
zturd Eaſe it is derived from him. Our very underſtandings 
vicdgrhereby we know Gop, or any thing elſe, are an argu=- 
divinWnent that knowledge and underſtanding are in GoD. 
, twailif be gives or ſdom to the wiſe, and knowledge to them 
bility {bat know wurderflanding, if he communicates this per - 
6 anlfcttion to the creatures, he himſelf is much more poſ- 
Hat leſMefled of it. The ſcripture indeed uſeth this argument, 
fs anÞſ@ut I mention 1t as that which natural reaſon doth ſug- 


ur re:{Welt to the moſt brutiſh and ignorant of men, . Pſal. 
Ive anifſciv. 3, 9, 10. Underſtand ye brutiſh among the people, 
antingſWnd ye fools when will ye be wiſe ? he that planted the 
egrity Wer, /pall be not bear ? be that formed the eye, ſhall be 


t fee ? | 

$ 3. The denial of this perfe&tion to Gop, argues many 

her imperfections in the divine nature. Nothing would 

ore eclipſe the divine nature, than to take away this 

ions ſWrfeftion from it; this would bring an univerſal ob- 

_ by «Furity upon God's other perfeftions; this would be to 
(FW out the light of heaven, and to turn the ——_— 
, E 3 G 


e know 
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of the morning into the ſhadow of death, If we re. 
move this perfeftion from Gov, we deny his wiſdom, 
He that does not know the nature and qualities of thines, 
cannot know how to apply means to ends, to fit or ſvit 
one thing to another : and we weaken his power, What 
an impotent and ineffetual thing would power be with- 
out knowledge? what irregular things would it produce ? 
what untoward combinations of effefts would there be, 
if infinite power were let looſe to a without the con. 
duCt of knowledge and underſtanding ? And conſequently 
we take away his providence ; for without knowledge 
there can be no counſel, no fore-caft of events, no pro- 
vifion for the future, no government of the world. And 
this is not all, for without knowledge there could be no 
fuch thing as goodneſs ; for he is not good that does 
200d out.of ignorance, or from a blind neceſſity, There 
could be no veracity, nor jnſtice,. nor mercy in Gor; 
for all theſe ſuppoſe knowledge. He that ſpeaxs 'truth 
muft know it ; he that is juſt muſt underſtand right 
from wrong ; he that ſhews mercy, muſt know who are 
miſerable, and how they may be reheved ; and not tg 
Jabour in a thing fo plain and eaſy, take away the know- 
tedge of Gon, and you render him incapable of any he- 
nour from his creatures; for if we know not what he- 
nour we do him, it is loſt labour to give him any, Ant 


that we may ſee theſe are the deduttions of natural rea-i 


fon, without the advantage of revelation, we {hall find 
the Heathens, who were deſtitute of divine revelation, 
did attribute this perfeftion to Gop., Tully tells us, 
that 'Thales was. wont to fay, Devs omnia cernere ; and 
we know the Heathens were wont to ſwear, Dris mm- 
mortalibus teſtibus interpyfitis, which is an owning hi 
emniſcience : Rus enim non timear Deum omna pora; ns 
rem, & copitantem, & animadvertonicm, curiofum. & 7: 
goti; plenum Deum, de Nat, Deor. |, 1. 

2, From ſcripture and divine revelation, T wi. 7 
heap up all thoſe teſtimonies of ſcripture which might © 
gathered together upon this argument; I will oniy 
Kance in two or three, Job xxxvi. 4. He that 2s perſe' 
is krow/edge, is with thee ; xxevile 16. Dos evon br 
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| Wrtbe wvondrous works of him <oha 1s perfect in knows 
; | hodg: ? 

| Hither we mav refer thoſe texts which repreſent Gop 
t by way of condeſcenſion to our infirmity, as having 
t eyes and ears, which fignify his knowledge of what is 
. [done 1n the world ; and thoſe which ſpeak of him as 
> {communicating to us all the knowledge which we have ; FBI 
e, {he giveth tviſdom to the <viſc, and underſianding to them #4 
n- Wrbat know wnderftanding, Dain, it. 27, And thoſe which 1 
tly Wſpeak of Gop, as knowing the moſt ſecret things, the #1 
ice (W'# dden things of darkneſs, the hearts and the thoughts of TA 
ro» Wonen ; and thoſe things which are at the greateſt dim 
nd Rance, as future things ; and of the greateſt uncertainty, 
no as the contingent acts of free creatures ; each of theſe I 
los Whall particularly conſider ; for in proving that Gop {43 
ere knows all theſe, his many ledge of all other things will 18 
D ; be ppoved with advantage ; for if any thing be out of F: 
ruth the reach of the "2" underſtanding, it muſt in all 


-joht {probability be either thoſe things which are ſecret and 
o are Fidden, as mens fecret actions, or their thoughts ; oz 


3t to Wiſe thoſe things which are to come, and depend upon n5 
now- [{ertain- cauſe, as future contingencies, and the proving 
y he- & this may be of great uſe to us, as having a great in- | 
t he- {uence upon practice 3 it tends very much to the ad- 
Antncement of retigion, ang the gocd covernment of our 
} rez-WWves. I begin wk the 
11 4rlÞ8s I. Of thete, viz. That Gop takes very exact and 
LationWrticular notice of alt the ations of men, even thoſe Th 
11s uvs,Wat are moſt ſecret, And in the handling of this & 
e ; andMWall ſpeak diſtinCtiy to theſe three things, 
ic inſt. That Gon takes knowledge of all our ations ; 
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ing, hws eyes are HpON the evays of man, and be feith all bis —_ it 
pert; df» {ey Job XXXiV.-2T. 4 
DW, That he' is a. curious obſerver of them ; he ſeeth } 

Þ :;5 goings, be marks all his ſteps, takes very exact and 8 
will roFriicuiar nutice of all that we do, | 
night "W2. He taxes notice of thoſe ations which are moſt 4 i 
oniv ret and hidden 3 there 7s no darkneſs nor ſpadoro ef” [iN 
1S perfet is, ©74: here the TOO hors of LIETS ty way Þ hide themſelves, ' i. 
boy £n KYXLV. 22; S 
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Ser. 
1. That Gop takes notice of all our a&tions. Ant | 


$d> ou 
that this notion was planted in the mind of man, anda Bip, ff 
beam of the light which comes with us into the world, ÞTcan we 
will appear by the general agreement of Heathens in it; Þ'& as c 


I will but produce one or two teſtimonies to this pur. from þ 
poſe. Tully lays down this principle, as that which Yenfibl, 
makes men regular and orderly, and fit for ſociety ; /it Þ: 
7gitur hoc perſuaſum civibus, qualis quiſque fit, quid agat, 
guid in ſe admittat deos intueri, Socrates, as Xenophon 
tells us, was wont to ſay, wayle Sex; eidtvar Ta TE AE). 
peeve 2 mpaTlifeva % Ta 0iyh Bunevogervca, Arrian in his 
diſcourſe upon Epictetus tells ns, it is neceſfary that Þ 
every one ſhould be perſuaded of this, 67; Exagoy Tar 
mpaTtloptywy E0pa Ta UT0 TE Its, that every thing that 
is done by men is ſecn of Gov, 

The ſcripture frequently mentions this, Pſal, cxxxix, 
I, &c, Prov. v. 21, The ways cf man are before th 
eyes of the Lord, and he pondereth all his goings. Jer 
XXX. 19. Th:ine eyes are open upon all the aways of thi 
ſons of men, to give every one according to bis ways, ar 
accerding to the fruit of bis durrigs. 

2. He is a curjous obſerver, one that takes exaCt no- 
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It ; whatever may aggravate a fin cr excuſe it, lat 
. - , . ” 7 þ *'þ 

XXvi. 7, Theu micft upright doft weigh the path of t 7 TT 


arts of 
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e ſame 
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3. He takes notice of thoſe ations which are na, .., 
ſecret and hidden, the good as well as bad z when We ;;,; 
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nt Bide our alms in ſecret, when we enter into our Cloſets and 
a Wi hbut the doors, our Father ſeeth in ſecret, Mat, vi. Nor 
d, Wican we retire ourſelves to any place, where we can tin 
it; F'fo as Gop ſhall not fee us, where we can hide our ting 
ur- Þ'from his fight, or onrfelves from his wrath, Hear how 
ick Wenfibly a Heathen ſpeaks of this ; tray xaeioyre Te; 
fit FSgpac, x oxi7O» tor mario, paipernrl: pandirrore Af - 
rat, WW oyeiv Ori paivoy £pe* & a9 EGE, 4AM 6 88% iviy £50, %; f 
hon PÞtrepce Taifuwy tot, Tis THT; Yetia pwTH, 8g 76 Bats 


byte zly Ti oteire 3 Arrian in Ep. |. 1. C. 14 
1 his #4 The ſcripture is full of teſtimonies to this purpoſe, 
that EPſal., xc. $8. Thou haſt ſet our iniquities vefure thee, ard 
Tot Þ qur ſecret fins in the light of thy countenance 3 thoſe fins 
that ÞFyhich we commit'in the dark are in the light of the dij- 
Fine knowledge, Darkneſs and light are all one ro him, 
w_ ſal, cxxxviii, 1t, 12, Jer. XV. 17, 23, 24. Can any 
e th 


hide himſelf in ſecret places, that I fhall not ſee him ? 
2 II. Gop knows the hearts and thoughts of men ; 
hich implies theſe two things. 
# It, His perfe&t knowledge of them. 
” 2dly. That this is his peculiar prerogative, 

& 10-4 1, Gop perfetly knows the hearts of men, Jer, 
Pf vii. 10. I the Lord ſearch the beart and try the reins ;; 
3 [There by heart and reins, which are the moſt inward 
. 1. YWarts of the body ; and le leaſt open to diſcovery, are 
ons eBenified the noſt ſecret thoughts and motions of the 
ys, ani 1 ul ; theſe GoD 1s ſaid to ſearch and ery, not as if it 
Ecculty; Were a work of labour and difficulty to the divine know - 
v 1eOge Woe to penetrate the hearts of men, and to dive into 
cIrcuMWiteir thoughts, but to ſignify to us the perfeion ang 
that Mi@&:neſs of the divine knowledge ; as when men would 
bleriWnow a thing exaQtly, they ſearch into every part of it, 
it. Vid examine every thing narrowly; ſo God is ſaid to 
" the 14 Warch the heart, to ſignify to us that he knows the 
>D NeiWarts of men, as throughly as we do any thing upon 
1d h«a'SShe &iicteſt ſearch and moſt diligent examination 5 upon 
1m , "Me ſame account he is ſaid elſewhere in ſcripture 0 
W-'gh the ſprrits of men, Prov. xvi. 2. Al! the wways of 
are Wn are clean in his own ' eyes, but the LoRD vorgberth 
when ie [birits ; that is, he hath as perfeRt a knowledge - 
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the ſecret motions and inclinations of mens hearts, at 
men have of thoſe things which they weigh in a ha- 
lance with the greateſt exaRtneſs, 

Now that Gop hath this perfe&t knowledge of men; 
hearts, the ſcripture frequently declares to us; that he 
knows the hearts of all men,. 1 Kings viii. 39. For thou, 
even thou knoweſti the hearts of all the children of men, 
1 Chron. xxviii. 9, The LoxD ſearcheth all hearts, ard 
wrderſiandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts, How 
cloſe and reſerved ſfoever men may be, what diſguile ſo. 
ever they may ule to hide their purpoſes from men, yet 
God ſees them ;3 the things which are moſt dark and 
ſecret are open to his view, Pſal., xliv. 21. He knoweth the 
ſecrets of the hearts, Prov. xv, 11. Hell and deftrudim 
ere before him, how much more the hearts of the childrn 
ef men ? Whatever pretences men may make, Goy 

ecs through them, and diſcovers the very intentions of 
their hearts, Pſal, vii. 9, The righteous LoRD tricth 
the heart and reins, 
word of God, that it is a diſcerner of the thoughts ard 
mntentions of the heart ; for all things are naked and cpm 
eo the eye of bim with wwhom we hawe to do, and there 
270 creature that is nut manifeſt in bis fight ; nay, he 
Enows our thoughts at a diſtance what they will be, be- 
fore any actually are, Pſa), cxxxix. 2, Thou knowwe/? ny 
#boughts afar off. *Tis true indeed every man 1s con- 
ſcious to his own thoughts, and privy to the motions 
his own mind, when they are preſent, and when they 
are paſt, if he have not forgot them ; but no man 
knows what he ſhall think to morrow, but this Cov 
knows, for he knows us more intimately and throught 


than we do ourſelves z GoD 7s greater than our thoug "ty, 


end knows all things, 1 John 111, 20, 


. And though the ſcripture had not revealed this 0 - 
plainly, vet we had not been wholly ignorant of it ; it 


is a principle implanted in us, and horn with us, as bt- 
ing part of that natural notion which men have of Gov; 
the reaſon of our minds tells us that Gop knows ut 
hearts ; and the fears and jealoufies of our minds are 2l 


_ evidence of it, 
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Ber. 80. The #nowledge of Gon. 57 
i}; (1.) The reaſon of every man's mind tells him, that 
#he ſupreme being whom we call God, is endowed with 


ll perfetion, and among his other perfeCtions, that he 


3 excels in knowledge ; and to the perfeftion of know- 
« F Jedge it is required, that it extend itſelt to all objects, 
% Þ and that nothing be exempted from it, The knowledge 
of Gop in reſpect of all objects, is like the ſun in re- 
6 pet of this lower world, nothing is hid from the light of 
c i. We have naturally this apprehenſion of Gopy, that 
yl 


he is an immenſe being, every where preſent, that he 
yet dtiimately penetrates all places and things, and conſe- 
an Fquently that he is preſent to our ſpirits, and ſees all the 
2 Fhotions of our minds, and diſcerns the very ſecrets of 
#10 Far hearts ; and there can be no ſuch thing as ſecrecy 


a - 

dren gnd retirement from an eye that is every where, and a 
"I knowledge that pierceth into all things, 

ns 0 


| And to convince us that theſe are the diftates of na- 
rieth Wral reaſon, without the help and aftiftance of divine 
the relation, Ave. ſhall find that the Heathen, who had 
Wy the advantage of natural light, were firmly poſſeſ- 
Bd with this apprehenſion, that Gop knows the hearts 
8 men. This may be ſufficiently colle&ted from the 
Fequent ſavings of the wiſer Heathens to this purpoſe ; 
Gat the beſt and moſt acceptable worſhip of the Deity 
Fthat which is inward, that of the heart and mind. To 
1s ſenſe Tully ſpeaks, Cr{tus autem deorum ef optimus, 
mque caſiiſſimus atque San&1ffemus pleniſſimuſque preta- 
, ut eos ſemper pura, integra atque incorrupta mente & 
bee veneremur ; The beſt and bolieſs worſhip of the Gods 
| ot ['0 vor ſhip them wwith a pure and upright and fincere 
-OUL, 


- d:d. To the ſame purpoſe is that known ſaying of the 
10:7 4 | A : 
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this folks Compoſitum , Jus faſgue animi, ſanFoſque receſſus 
fit ; ith MMentis, & incoftum generoſo pectus honefto, 
1: heh Hac cedo ut admoveam templis & farre litabo, 


Þ f 

f GO05Th our offer ts CoD a mind inwardly reſolved to be juſt 
ows OM boreft, ard the plaineft ſacrifice will pleaſe him, 
s are dw from hence, that they judged the purity of our 


= The hearts 


= 
pg the ev reo— - 


RE I ce Ee,” mb 
PET "P40 TS nd _ 
FRETS 8) l : 


3,7 EGO Bo LS ch 
o————t} - > ta2 amt Fo 
Mo Az EL £7 en 


_ = 


OO TO > OO IOC ES————_—_—————_— 


- OTITIS noe nm 


_ — 


———_———— ——— — A————— I — —-——— ——  — << — — —CQF__v6 i 
- = rt ade — = poco. _ . — - 
o " __ Y 


anſwered, He cannot ſo much as hide from him the 


' takes care of the world, and that there is nothing hid frn 


$8 The knowledge of GoD. Ser. $6, Þ 2 4 
hearts and thoughts, and an honeſt diſpoſition of mind, Þ on fol 
to be moſt acceptable to their gods, we may certainly Þ I > 
conclude, that they did moſt firmly believe that Gon ij vos 
knows the ſecrets of mens hearts ; otherwiſe there hal - Mk 
been no need for men to endeavour to recommend them. ' fo rp 
ſelves this way to the divine acceptance, s; nine 

- But we need not argue this by conſequence, there fon th 
are many expreſs paſſages in their writings, which wt, 
ſufficiently fignify their belief of this principle. Thalsſ&.., 

on? of their moft ancient philoſophers, being aked, 5 


: ; | LE ue ary, t 
If an unjuſt man ſhould conceal himſelt from Gov, te... fs at 


t that 1 


( 
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very thoughts and deſign of it, Socrates (as Xenophen 
tell:) wos wont to inculcate this principle upon ti 
ſcholars, that ce gods know all things, what ve [ay 
and what we do, and what we think in filence. To tie 
ſame purpoſe Arrian in his diſſertations upon Epictetuz 
I;ving down the principles of a virtuous life, firſt of al 
ſ:ith he, we moſt learn this, that there 1s a god ww 
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wity fo 
4111 COJ 


ung be 


him, not only wwhat wwe do, but not ſo much as what v ep 
think and deſign. So likewiſe Tully in his book dig. o 
laws, let every, mar: be firmly perſuaded of this, that th impliec 
gods ſee nohat every man is, and ith what mind ml. Ke. 
devotion th: y ſrras them 3 I will add but one teſtimony ji 
more, and that is of Seneca in his epiſtles, n1h:! D fon Aj 
elauſum of, intereſt animis noftris, &© cogitationibus ny}, = 
dits intervenit, we can keep nothing cloſs from Gov, jaliih , '9 {4 
þo is preſent to our minds, and intimate to our thoug/i. vrobabl, 
t« That you fee this principle is deeply rooted in ta} R 
mands of men, and that men do naturally reaſon then Ry + 
telves into it. 

{2.) The natural fears of men are likewiſe a {ec ! parp 7 
+xnowledgement of this z -nd I take this to be a gre... Ws 
truth, that a man's natural tions, and ſuch as hay oh 
11pon ſurprize and without d: vyeration, are 2 better ! viledge, 
gument of the intimate ſenl.. f our minds, and my. BY 
truly diſcover what lies at the bottom of our hu! Ne. 
and what notions are natural to us, than our cont1 My. . Ys 
and deliberate gitcourſe, It I ice 2 men upon pool TOs 


FoL, \ 


&-r. 8%. The knowledge of Gor. 59 


Hen ſight of a ſerpent recoil and fart back, though he 
SF -1| me never ſo often that he is not afraid, yet I am 
Jufficiently convinced of the contrary, becauſe I fee in 
$i; countenance and carriage a natural acknowledgment 
$f fear and danger ; ſo if men find that upon the de- 
Hening of a fecret wickedneſs, which never went further 
her Þ&j14n their own hearts, their conſciences do ſting and laſh 
_ hem, that they have a ſenſe of guilt, and feel inward 
hal rights and horrors, whatever they may ſay to the con- 
ed W-1ry, this is a natural acknowledgment of an inviſible 
), ile that ſes them, and diſallows their wicked deſigns, 


N bs t that be frue which the heathen poet ſays, That 

) of : | . . . . 

2A Mo Scelus inter ſe tacitum qui cogitat ullum, 

- (af Fai crimen habet. | 

ap, fe that meditates any ſeeret wickedneſs in bis beart, is 
tus, 


uilty to himſelf, as if he had committed it ; this is a 
ain confeſſion, that tke man ſtands in awe of ſore - 
ing beſides himſelf, and is jealous that there is. one 
at is conſcious to what he thinks, 

2. That to have a perfect and thorough knowledge of 
ens hearts, 1s the peculiar prerogative of Gop., This 
implied in the anſwer to that queſtion, who can know 
de heart of man? Jer, 17, 10, I the Lord ſearch the 
ar', and try the reins ; this 18 the prerogative of Gov, 
d one of his chief titles, that he iS x@eStywagng, a knower 


of all 
1 <vbl 
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bus 7 the heart, 1 Kings viii. 39, Thou, even thou only know - 

0D, the hearts of all the children of men, Men may make 

ng probable conjecture- at the thoughts and deſigns ot 
int | 


ers, from their words and actions ; but Gop only 
bows them, Men are conſcious to their own though.z 
d purpoſes ; the ſpirit of a man that is in him, knows 
e things of a man ; but they cannot ſee into the ſe- 
ets of another man's mind; *tis Gop alone that 
ows the hearts of all men, the heart of man is 2 
viledged place and the ſecret and inward workings of 
are not ſubjc& to the coxnizance of any but Gow 
ne, The limits of human knowledge are the out- 
rd appearances of aRions, 1 Sam. xvi, 7, The Loevy 
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feeth nut as man ſecth 3 for man looketh on the outauar] 


appearance, but "the LorD looketh on the beart ; ou Bu 
knowledge 1s but ſuperficial, and glides upon the out. ſ{{deſpa 
fide and ſurface of things, but the divine know!ede, 4 woul 


pierceth to the very center of every thing. Now tie I. 
darkeſt place, the moſt inward retirement, the privaty zmore 
cloſet in the whole world, is the heart of man, ard thi {fidelit 
Gon only is privy to; Devs autor omnium & ſpeculaty Elanche 
emmium a gus mbil ſeeretum eſſe poreſt, tenebris interef! peſt t 
copitationibus noſtris quaſi alteris tenebris, faith Min, {0 thi: 
Felix, GoD made all things, and ſees all things, 2: BAvhat 2 
therefore nothing can be ſecret from him ; be_ is pri odily 
in darkneſs, and he is preſent to tbe thoughts of nr, Fiolent 
wh1ch are as it were another and a thicker darkneſs, ETholy, 
The devil indeed pretends to this knowledge ; he wolf Quiet, : 
take upon him to know the integrity of Job's heart bet {Tather 1 
ter than Gov himſelf, and that notwithſtanding tl&$ may 
teſtimony which GoD gave of his integrity, yet if $22, to 
were but ſoundly tried by affliftion, he would renouroſFower u 


Gov, and curſe him to his face : but the event prov 2: 1 c 
How groundleſs and malicious this ſuggeſtion was, Biff !thout 
there is a far greater difficulty in this matter, from th{&* {cri 
paſlages of ſome divines concerning the devil's immediit Enower c 


acceſs to the minds of men, and his power to caſt iſt an ; 


wicked thoughts into them 5 which ſeems by con:{#f9 the 
quence to grant him ſome knowledge of mens heart|{&Chron, 
for by the ſame reaſon that he can imprint thougho_hhWW P<op/e 
upon mens minds, he may ſee thoſe that are imprintaſſ#4 5, a1 
there. W 141, 


at ther 
diſobedi 
a ſe Expre 
Wputting 
y figni 


That tke devil is a ſagacious ſpirit, and can mail 
yery ſhrewd conjeCQtures at the bent and inclinations 
mens minds, and the probable workings of our thought 
from a general knowledge and obſervation ef our te 
pers and paſſions, of our intereſt and deſigns, and fre 


the general tenour of our a&tions in publick and privah than « 
and from our prayers and confeſhons te Gop (if ined g 
permit him at any time to be ſo near good men) I thi erfully 
thereis no doubt : but this is far from a knowledge f"ghts a 


le, as 
& ll evil ſ 
mc im 


our hearts; all this is but a conje&ure, and fuch 
men may make of 0n& another in a Jower degree. 


7 , x "1 —S 
Ser. 80. The knowledge of Gon. 6r 


; But as to the buſineſs of caſting in blaſphemous and 


Eideſpairing thoughts into the minds of men, to this I 


k- 


ws © would fay theſe three things, 
0 1. That there are few of theſe caſes which may not 
:t-4 {more probably be reſolved into the wickedneſs and in- 


+1 > fidelity of mens hearts, or into the darkneſs and me- 
|| lancholy of our tempers, which are apt to raiſe and ſug- 
fi Left ſtrange thoughts tomen, and ſuch as we may be apt 
Min to think have no riſe from ourſelves, not conſidering 
| hat an odd and firange influence the diſorder of our 


rel pot humours may have upon our minds, as we ſee in 
* --.. |} Fiolent fevers, and ſeveral other diſeaſes ; and melan- 


"F tholy, though the workings of it are more ſtill and 
i Quiet, is as truly a diſeaſe as any other ; ſo that 1 chuſe 


t bet {Father to aſcribe as much of theſe to a bodily diſtemper 

o tl Is may be, becauſe it is a very uncomfortable confidera- 

# jon, to think that the devil hath ſuch an immediate 
Egower upon the minds of men, 


ES 2. I do not ſee how by any means it can be granted, 
\F'thout prejudice to this prerogative of God, which 
We ſcripture plainly gives him, of being the only 
Egower of the heart, that the devil can have ſo imme- 
caſt ifſ8F'< 4n acceſs to our minds, as to put wicked thoughts 
con ueo them; nor can I think, that when it is ſaid, 
heart] Cnron. xxi, 1, That ſatan provoked Dawid t9 numb:r 
ug” people, and Luke xx, 3. That the devil entered 1nt9 
1prinit of das, and Acts v. 3. That ſatan had filled the heart 

W Ananmas to lie unto the Holy Ghoſt, and Eph, it. 2. 
n malfat the dewr] is the ſpirit that worketh in the children 
t30ns 0 diſobedience ; 1 ſay I cannot think that any or all of 
zoughtl ſe expreſſions do amount to ſuch an immediate power 
ur ten utting wicked thoughts into mens minds, but they 
1) fry fignify that the devil hath a greater hand in ſome 
| than others, and that a heart wickedly bent and 


Þ (if lined gave him a great advantage to tempt men more 

1 thilW&erfully, by preſenting the occafions of ſuch wicked 
ledge Wights and aCtions to them ; forit is in uſual ſcripture- 
\ ſuch Wie, as to aſcribe all good motions to Gop's ſpirit, 


BI! evil thoughts and aCtions to the devil, not that he 
ae immediate cauſe of them, but becauſe he is al- 
vhs F 2 Ways 
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ways ready to tempt men to them, and one way or other IM 
to promote them. F are ( 
3. I ſeeno reaſon to grant (as many have done) 11 ſt 02g 
immediate power to the devil over the fancies and imayj. ſW# 24- 
nations of men, and that he may know the working do nc 
of them, though not the ſecret thoughts of mens mind:; will c 
for this ſeems to me to be in effe&t to grant him the when 
knowledge of mens hearts, and to give him a key t: WM prope 
that cloſet which God hath reſerved to himſelf: for i: And ] 
13 a very nice diſtinftion which is here made betwecn fr 1» 
the thoughts of mens minds, and the images of ther 2+ 
fancies ; and if theſe ſhould happen to be but word: thy: 7+ 
fHignify the ſame thing, we ſhall unawares iatrench; uy. from 
on the prerogative of Gop, Therefore becauſe tle 7 ure. 
fcripture is a ſtranger to theſe nice and ſubtle diftinction: W? ( JT ) 
between the imaginations of the fancy, and the thouy li: Eifection 
of the keart, I think it is much ſafer to aſſert the pre. Eybeſt Fa 
rogative of Gop in that latitude that the ſeripture pow C0 
uſeth the word heart, for all the inward motions ot t:|2ly th 
mind, for the thoughts and intentions of the hear, 92 thoſ, 
and roundly to affirm that all the inward motion: «gn then: 
our ſouls are totally exempted from the immediate c;-We* the 
Nizance of any other ſpirit but Goy's alone ; and th he eve! 
neither ange} nor devil hath any further knowledge « 
them, than may be colleted and inferr'd in a way 6 


8nd diſp 


probable conjecture from the particular knowle!ge ie 
mens tempers and habits and defigns, and the cour{e iſh A 

their actions, I proceed to the g And 
HI. Particular; Go D's knowledge of future even w- 
This Gov propoſes as the way to difcern the true G0) '" ; : Fen 
from idols, Ifajah 41. 21, &c, Produce your cauſe, ſai : that 
tbc LorD, bring ferih your flrorg reaſons, ſaith the "a mn = 
of Facob, that is, let them bring ſome argument tl ? :* 
may convince us that they are gods; and he inftanct w3/ap 
in foretelling future events, ver. 22, Let them /h:<1 jo ws 
former* things, what they be, that wve may conſider th T, "VERA! 
and know the latter end of them ; or declare us thing} yg c 

to come, Sbew the things that are to come bcrco{i0 2p 
On wa 


that ave may know that ye are gods, God puts It up 
this iTue, if they can fozetel tuture things, then i! 
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on 
*S 
0 
EH 
LY 
wp 
5 
dv 
jth: 


* = are Gods 3 if not, they are vanity, and a work of 

b naught; and be 1s an abomination that chuſeth them, vcr. 
11 {4 3 » * « ; 
oi. 24+ By things to come, I underſtand ſuch effte&ts as 
4 L: do not depend upon any neceſſary cauſe, but upon the 
be be will of free agents, and ſo may be, or may not be ; from 


the © whence it is plain, that it is the prerogative of God, 
.. proper and peculiar to him, to know future events, 
I And here I ball conſider theſe two things, 


1 it 


_ 1, That God knows future events, 
he's 2, That he only knows them, 


M4 7- God knows future events; which will appear 
b; from the diftates of natural light, and from ſcrip- 


ys 
; x p2 ture, 
4M (7+) From the diQtates of natural light, as it is a per=- 
urky Efetion, and that which among men is accounted the 


beſt fart of wiſdom ; and unleſs this did belong toGoy, 
how could he govern the world ? The Heathens, except 
wonly the Epicureans, generally granted this, as appears 
£3n thoſe wiſe counſels, which we frequently meet with 
Jn them to this purpoſe, that we ſhould not be anxious 
gor the future, but having done our endeavour, leave 
phe events of things to GoD, who only knows them 


pre. 
1pture 
di tit 
hear, 
IR 0 
e "CC 


d thi 


Joe I nd diſpoſeth them, 
way OO. Permittes ipfis expendere numinibus, quid 
gc 8 Conveniat nobis, rebuſque ſit utile Ke in Juv. 


zurie 6 


And afterward ſaith he, wwe are 7 
0D for wife and children : 
, Ws <7 tilts notum, qui pueri, qualiſque futura fit uxor 
- Wn that this was their opinion, appears yet more clearly 
"1m thoſe apprehenſions which they had of divination. 
Ws vily lays down this for a principle, Deos poſſe nobrs 
pra futurarum rerum oftendere ; de legibus : and in his 
ook de divin, he tells us, that there was ſuch a thing 


mportunate Twith 


} qt { Sj bs s Bf : 
Pa divination, for it was an old opinion, jam uſgue ab 
F inn ericts dufta temperibus, eaqgue Pop, Rom. & omnium 
1roofa ntum firmata conſenſu ; and afterward that this divi- 
4 Co * ' . > 0 - . . 
4 X 2 ation was not, ſine rnſt1n&tu afflatiique divino, 
3 4 . 
hes i 


F 7 I know 
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I know they did variouſly explain this, according to ; that * 
their ſevcral opinjons about fate and contingency, and ME ftandi 
their apprehenſions about the providence of God, One MW how 2» 


ſe& of them, . the Stoicks, held that there was a fatal WF 2. 
chain of cauſes from firſt to laſt, and things did neceila. W argun 
rily follow one another , and by this means they made WW (1. 


fore-knowledge eaſy and explicable, and though in their MW Knew 
diſputes they ſeem to grant no ſuch things as event: {WF of the + 
and contingencies, yet they are agreed ir the thing, that MW way I 
thoſe things which we call events, though they woull {MW Sen, . 
not call them ſo,. were fore-known to Gop, And fa i (2.) 
this I ſhall only cite one teſtimony of Seneca, ſpeaking Wone ; 
of God's fore-knowledge of the moſt eontingent things, Wilong d 
the diſpoſitions of men Jong before they are born ; he Witels th 
adds, nota eff enim illts operts ſui feries, emmumgue tn Br hich 
rerum per manus fuas iturarum jetentia in aperto femper © The pr 
29bisex abdito ſubit ; & quis repentina putamus, ili: tr: WWtnomed 
iſa venunt & familiaria ; : and how peremptory toc MWfor-har 
this ſe&t is in their diſputes about fate, yet when tir childre 
fpeak of the T& i 1juiv, and generally in their mo:.!Mforctolc 


diſcourſes, they ſeem plainly to me to exempt the viMCyrus ; 
of man from this fatal neceſſity. Win with 

And thoſe other ſets of the philoſophers that denieliſe 4, & 
Fate, did generally grant Gop's fore-knowledge of corſthe 70 


tingent things, F grant indeed, that they did rathe 
make Gony's fore-knowledge an arbitrary 2nd wi 
than a necetfary pertection, that 18, that Gop, whe: 
he pleaſed to apply himſelt.to it, coule fore-knus i 
Future cvents : but theix general opinion was, ti:at aſe 
His providence did not exteng to ſmall and inconſ;dew 7 
ble things, ſo neither his fore-knowlecge. But Tuff 
ſeems to attribute a very perfect providence to lim, a8 
a fore-knowledge of the leaſt things, gurs 79" 1:1: 
emma providentem, cogitantem, ar! madwertentem, & 
mia ad ſc pertinere putartem, curivjum & negeti; pl | 
Deum P But I cannot fay he is conſtant to himſe!: : Ui 

they .all agree in granting to him this perfeCtion © 
knowing all future things, if he pleaſed to trouble hin 
ſelf with it 3 and had they not in this miſtaken the 1: 


tore of Gov, they might cafly have aoprehenit 
(6 


Zveath ( 
Fftances 

of Jery 
; But b 


: 1orly 
Titeneſs 
112 ereq 
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to that *tis no trouble nor wearineſs to an infinite under- 
:n4 | fftanding that is always in aft, to know the Icaſt things 
Yne IF how many ſoever they be. 

\tal WW 2: From ſcripture, which gives us teſtimonies and 
{Tz { arguments of it, 

ade WF (1+) Teſtimonies, Iſa, gviii. 3 &c, Acts xv, 18, 
heir WE Known aento Gop are all bis zvorks, from the beginning 
ent; IW of the 2vorld, em” aim; from everlaſting 5 which by the 
that + way I cannot, but compare with the forecited place of 
oull FW Sen, Nota enim illis operts ſut ſeries, &c. 

tr (2) By arguments from ſcripture, I will mention but 
king one ; the clear and particular prediftions of future events 
3ngy Cong before they happened, Gen, xv. 13, Gop fore- 
; he We tels the children of 1irael's deliverance after 430 years, 
- which he punttually accompliſhed. Exod, xii. 40, 41- 
r eff E The prophet that propheſied againſt the altar at Bethel 
: tr: romed the man that thould do it, Jofias, 350 years be- 
tocyertor-hand, 1 Kings xii. 2, The deliverance of the 
ther children "of Iſracl from the Babyloniſh captivity was 
mor.lMforctold 100 years before to be done particularly by 
1c wilABCyrus; which is ſo ſtrange, that the prophet brings it 
1 with a preface of GoÞ's wiſdom and power, Ia, xliv. 
7 174, &c. Whieh was afterward preciſely fulfilled, when 
he 70 years were expired, How are the life and 
death of the Mefſias, with many particular circum- 


deniel 
| £00 
rather 


IA BHances foretold ? And did not he foretel the deſtruction 
_ whMot Jerutalem qo years before ? 

GW--2 ; But becauſe there may .be no contingeney in good 
thiat 4 [rnings, Gon himſelf may be reſolved to effe&t them, or 


ni,dÞþ Excite men to do them, when he hath foretold them 3 
1t Tolfou ſhall find that the worſt things hath been foretols ; 
im, "8 he apoſtacy of the chileren of Iirael, Dent, xxxi, 16, 


21d the infidelity in times of the zoſpel, a. 1; 


. © WW, 26. Our Saviour foretold the treachery of Judas and 
; picr:8'cter's denial of him 3 now theſe are ſo evil, that it 
cl; : Lirere blaſphemy to ſuppoſe the holy Gop to have 


ny hand in them ; and therefore are foretold by him 
nſ@ncerly by virtue of the fore-knowledge, and the infi- 
n i)teneſs of his underſtanding, which reacheth things at 
rehrroter greateſt diſtance, that are moſt contingent, Re. | 

% . ; a, 
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SERMON LXXXI þ': 

| 8 «© WW yetw 

| 1 will 

Of the knowledge of Gop. thing 

| forek! 

Hs p — # the fo 

1S AM, i. 3. {upon | 

; :defign 

The LoRD is a Gop of Knowledge, [itain, 

it | Have confider*d this perfeftion of Gop, in ſome of © 5** @7* 
ft the greateſt and moſt difficult inſtances of it, his | *7”"* 
if knowledge of the moſt ſecret things, the hearts of men, i prhere 
Ii; and future events ; againſt the laſt of which there are gout ar 
I ſome obje&tions, which I come now briefly to conſider, t wall 
Fil! and paſs on to what remains, , That f 
ll Obje&tion the Firſt ; The impoſſibility of the thing ſÞ '®90 
| Certainty of all knowledge depends upon the certainty | #'* 2 
i of the obje&, therefore there cannot be a certain ani $i : 


determinate knowledge of any thing, but what is cer- f | 
tainly and determinately true ; but future events, which #55 


_— ” 


4 

lf ' may or may not be, have no certain and determinat: ho 
lit! truth, that is, it is not certain either that they will oo $247y 
ll will not be, becauſe they have no certain cauſe, therefor: 6 whi 
i there can be no infallible knowledge concerning them, 8 FOrIuR! 
i; Anſjwv. This I confeſs" is the grand difficulty ; 1 fhul #7 1% 
| not be ſo ſolicitous to take it away, as to give ſatisfaCtion [ _ : 
(þ to it, | | $0gs. 
it 1. I might ſay with a very fair probability, that ti: _ ] 
| certainty of knowledge doth not depend upon the uncer- Þq Sn; 
i tainty of the cauſe, but of the objet, which may i} 05 
lf certain, tho* the cauſe be contingent. Which I prove mag: 


thus, whatever event hath aCtually happeftied, as becauſe 
q now. it is paſt, it is certainly true that it was, ſo becauſe 
| it once was, it was certainly true before it was, thatit 
if would bez as in Peter's denying of Cyr1sT, If it i: "a 
now true that he hath denied him, it was true betor, I 
that he would deny him ; and it being determinately _ WW .- 

: MJ - 
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knowing future contingencies, much leſs the manner how ; 
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KV, 3 . . . 
+ Gop faw it as it was ; fo that here is an object of a cer- 
[7 tain knowledge. 


2. Tho' we could not explain the poſſibility of Cop's 


yet We are ſufficiently effvind that GoD doth know them. 


1 will give but one inflance for the proof of this. No- 


= thing is more evident than the fin of Adam; yet Gov 


 foreknew this 3 how elſe was CHrIsT decreed before 


the foundation of the world? Cxr1sT was. the remedy 


upon the occaſion of fin, now the remedy could not be 


ne of 
, bib 
men, 
e are 


ſider, 


thing, 
tainty 
n an! 
5 cer- 
which 
minate 
xill of 
erefort 
em. 

1 ſhall 


faCtio 


jat the 


uncer- z . . - 
may be! enows things, we ſhould be like God in knowledge, our 
$nderitandings would be infinite hke his; and in this caſe 


I prom 


becauſe 


becavie 

, that it 
if it be 
 betort, 
ely trvs, 
(39 


bi 


'd:ſigned before the fin was foreſeen ; and this being cer- 


tain, cum cbnflat de re, fruſtra inguiritur de meds, nohen 


$2ve are Cer tain of the thing, * tis not neceſſary to know the 


* ranner, We are ſatisfied of many things the manner 
xrhereof we do not know ; we believe the union of the 
Youl and body, tho no men can explain how a ſpirit can 
bc united to matter ; we believe the continuity of matter, 


that is, that the parts of it hang together, of which 


| whoſcever ſaith he can give an account, doth but betray 


Qs own ignorance, And to in many other things ; that 
Fnan doth not know himſelf, nur the meaſure of his own 


| Apogee nor the nature and obſcurity of things, 


hat will not confeſs himſelf poſed in many things, that, 
oth not acknowledge that there are many «apdiaga, 


| pany things the manner whereof is unimaginable, and 
*þf which our beſt reaſon and underſtanding c can give ne 

account, 
{3 3, 'Tis very unreaſonable to expe we ſhould know 
[all the wavs which infinite knowledge hath of knowing 
things. We have but finite faculties and meaſures, 


Fhich bear no proportion to infinite powers and objects, 
Would we explain the manner how infinite knowledge 


$'pecially it becomes us te, put on the modeſty of crea - 
ures, and to remember that we are finite and limitee, 
ome arrogant ſpirits take it for an aftront to their un- 
eritandings, that any one ſhould expe they ſhould 
Qelieve any thing, tho? they have the higheſt aflurance 
it, if they cannot explain the particular manner of 
it ; 


diſ-entangle it from contradiction and impoſſibility ; But 


ts 
449 © 


£ Ser , 
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it ; they make nothing to deny GoD's knowledge of 
future events, unleſs they may be ſatisfied of the parti. 


: b thin 
cular way how he knows them, b: _ 
I know there are thoſe who undertake to explain the WW ji-on; 
particular manner, Some ſay that Gop ſees future Wir, 
events 2n ſpeculo woluntaris ; others fay that the eternity MW 4igns 
of Gon is aQtually commenſurate to all duration, as his WW, þ 


mmenſity to all ſpace, and ſo Gop doth not ſo properly W 04 m 
fore-ſee and fore-know, as ſee and know future things MWvnich 
by the preſentiality and co-exiſtence of all things in eter- MW ,,yiv. 
nity ; for they ſay that future things are aCtually preſent Wen y 
and exiſting to Gop tho? not in menſura propria, yet in promil 
menſurd aliend; the ſchool-men have much more of this Myth n 
jargon and canting languages ; and I envy no man the Warents 
underſtanding theſe phraſes, but to me they ſeem to ſignify MWeontra, 
nothing, but to have been words invented by idle and Who adm 
conceited men, which a great many ever fince, leſt they Wfcems c 


ſhould ſeem to be ignorant, would ſeem to underſtand; WW Thi, 
but I wonder moſt, that men, when they have amuſ:4 Mthit we 
and puzled themſelves and others with hard words, ſhould Wt 1, x 
call this explaining things, | F Gop 

The ſum of the anſwer is this 3 that when we have With:n we 


done all we can,-Gov's fore-knowledge of future events Wis ; to, 
may ſeem contradiAtious and impoſſible to us, much le's WWF Arfu 
do I expett ever to be able to give a particular account «> With: ever 
the manner of it; but we have ſufficient aſſurance of the Wh feif, | 


thing, and unleſs we had infinite underſtandings, it were WW contir 
vanity to pretend to explain all the ways of infinite Will it js, 
knowledge. ecs the 1 


Secondly, Tt is objeRed, that if we can admit ſuch a 
knowledge in GoD as ſeems contradiftious and impoſiibl: Wt is, as 
to our reaſon, why may not we allow and frame uct Wt not th 
notions of his goodneſs and juſtice? _ Ecauſe 1 

To this I anſwer, there is a great difference betwe1 Why it j; 
thoſe perfeCtions of GoD which are imitable, and thoſe Mnown, 
which are not, Knowledge of future events 1s a pertec- heretore 
tion wherein we are not bound to be like God ; and !! Wore the 
we are aſſured of the thing, that he knows them, 1t 's Wii inf, 
not neceſſary that we ſhould know the manner of it, and WM his ry 


& necel 


it 


it is otherwiſe in God's goodeſs and juſtice, which are 
of FF jmitable 5 he that imitates, endeavours to be like ſome- 
ti- Þ thing that he knows, and we muſt have a clear idea and 
© notion of that which we would bring our ſelves to the 
the I likeneſs of ; theſe perfections of Gop we are capable of 
ure WW knowing, and therefore the knowledge of theſe perfec- 
ity I tions is chiefly recommended to us in ſcripture, Fer. ix. 
his WW 24, by theſe Gop reveals himſelf, and declares his name, 
erly WW and makes himſelt known to us, even by thoſe attributes 
ings WW which declare his goodneſs, and mercy, and juſtice, Excd. 
ter- WE zxxiv, ©, 7. Pal, hxxxvi. 15, Deut, xxxii. 3, 4, 5. when 
ſent WW Gop would give a deſcription of himſelf to Moſes, he 
tin promiſes 7o cauſe his goodneſs to paſs before him, So that it 
this {Wodoth not follow, that becauſe Goy*s knowledge of future 
the Wevents is to be admitted, notwithſtanding the ſeeming 
prify Wecontradiftion and impoſſibility of it, therefore we are 
and Wito admit of any notion of Goy's juſtice or goodneſs that 
they {Wicems contradiCtious or impoſſible, The 
and; WF Third objeQtion is made up of ſeveral inconveniencies 
auſed WWthat would tollow from Gop's knowledge of future events. 
hould WW 1. It would prejudice the liberty of the creature. For 
Y Cop have an infallible knowledge of what we will do, 


have {Witlen we cannot but do what he infallibly foreſces we will 
vents Wo ; for otherwiſe his knowledge would be fallible, 
h les WW Anſwer. God's fore-knowledge lays no neceflity upon 
ant of Wit: event ; in every event, we may conſider the effect in 
of the Wk felf, or with relation to the cauſe, and to its cauſes it 
t were WW contingent. Gob ſees it as both, and ſo, as that which 
nfinite WI! it is, may be or not bez and when it comes to pals, he 
ſecs the man do it freely ; and fo before it be done, it hath 
ſuch 2 Wito neceſſity 3 but upon ſuppoſition of foreſight ; as when 
zoffible Wt is, as Origen excellently explains it. Fore-knowledge 


e ſuch WM not the cauſe of the things that are fore-known ; but 

kcauſe the thing is future and ſhall be, this is the reaſon 
etwern Why it is fore-known; for it doth not, becauſe it was 
4 thoſe Inown, come to paſs z but becauſe it was to come to pals, 
pertec- {Werretore it was fore-known; and bare knowledge is no 
and 11 Wore the cauſe of any event, which becauſe it is known 
N, Its Wilt infall:bly be, than my ſeeing a man run, is the cauſe 
it, and BY his running, which, þecaulc 1 do ce, is infallibly fo. 
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. If Gon infallibly fore-knows what men will , iſ wr n 
Ther can he be ſerious in his exhortations to repentance, q " "i 
His expeCation of it, and his grieving for the impenitency ——— 


of men ?- | ! But 

Anſwer, All theſe are founded in the liberty of ou _the hc 
1Qtions, GoD exhorts to repentance and expects it becaul [petisfic 
by his grace we may do it; he is faid to grieve for our _ 


1mpenitency, becauſe we may do otherwiſe, and wil! nt, 
Exhortations are not in vain themſelves, but very proper 
to ther end, tho* through our obſtinacy and harench 
they may be rendred vain to us and without effect, 1; 
the weigit of the objeQtion lies upon ſerious, and you 
aſk how QoD can exhort men ſeriouſly to that whid 
he fore-ſces that they will not do, thoſe whom he tor. 
knows will be finally impenitent ? I anſwer, if Jus & 
hortations were not ſerious, he could not foreſce tte 


were r 
arkne 
Diguity 
Eimſelt 
Anatter 
ny tol 
£ matter: 
8 I 


| . Bax Mes n dis} 
final impenitency of men, To forelee mens final imp Wh br L 
nitency, is to foreſee their wilful contempt of Gon% | bold. 


warnings and exhortations, and rejection of his grac; 
now mens wilful contempt of his warnings aud exhort. 
tions cannot be foreſeen, unleſs God foreice that his tr 
Hortations are ſerious and in good earneſt, 

Having anſwer's the obje&tions againſt God's fors 
knowing future events, 1 proceed to ſhew, 

II. That Gop only knows future events, Tſa, xliv.b 
7. Thus faith tve Lord, the king of Iſrael, and his vet: 
mer the Lord of boſts, 7 own the firſt, and I am rhe lf 
and beſides me there is no God ; ; ard who, as I, ſha! 
and ſhall declare it, and ſet it in order for me, - 8 I of 

ointed the ancient people? and the things that are 
:ing, and ſhall come ; let them fhexw unto them, 1ſ1, xi 
o, 10. Remember the former things of old, for T 1m 0 


and there is none elle, I am God, and thats is non? (il 


Wure th: 
Wy can 
ediCtic 
E&rlon, 
© the p! 
Lmoſt x 
dns of 
þ 1 have 
{poke 
tribute 
Second 
e of t] 
eſe foll 
I, Go 


'Ays 01 
me; doclering the end from the beginning, and from ancii Writes, 
timrs the thinys that are not yet done, ſaying, my count t muct} 

cl 

fpall ſtand, and I vill do all my pleaſure. ry little 
he reaſon is evident, becaule the knowledge of tutu - we « 
events is b:yond the reach of any finite undert{tanding minds 


.ejpecially it weg gr: rant it to be beyond our finitc unde then \ 
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8 which we cannot ſo much as underſtand how It is poſſible 
Bt ſhould be known by any underſtanding, 
Z But it may here be objeed; Did not the oracles among 
the heathens forete! ſeveral things, which Chriſtians are 
ſatisfied came from the devil? I have not time at preſent 
ito examine the buſineſs of beathen oracles ; I cculd eafily 
ow there wag much impoſture in them : but grant they 
Eeere really delivered and given out by a ſpirit ; yet the 
Warkneſs and ambiguity, the affeted and contrived am=- 
ſbiguity, is ſuch as ſhews that the devil was conſcious to 
imſelf of the uncertainty of his knowledge in thoſe 
k atters 3 and thoſe few that came to paſs, * and are in 
g ny tolerable ſenſe ſaid to be accompliſhed, were in ſuch 
Watters, either wherein prudent conjecture might go far 
; [:nd I grant the devil to be a fagacious ſpirit ;) or elſe 
disjunQtive caſes, as when there are but two ways 
'F a thing to be, it muſt either be ſo, or ſo, in which 
$ bold-gueſſing may often hit right : but eucfiing at fu- 
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_ Wy can clearly be made out by pun&tual and particular 
1s th 


Wedictions of things, with circumſtances of time and 
_ W&rſon, ſuch as we find in ſcripture in many inſtances; 
s for 

tmoſt gueſſing could do nothing, ſuch as thoſe predic= 
dns of which I gave inſtancss out of ſcripture. 

$ | have now done with the firſt general head I propoſed to 


x) I, b 
i £ vette 


+ 
' ! T4 
ff tay 


' -  {poken to from theſe words, viz. To prove that this 
ha:! ribute of knowledge belongs to God, I proceed to the 
xce I af Second, viz, To conſider the perfettion and preroga- 

are "he of the divine knowledge, which I ſhall fpeak to in 
"er _ ele following particulars, 
| a0n 68 i, Gop's knowledge is preſent and aRual, his eye is 
101" "Ways open, and every thing is in the view of it. The 
0m 3"""Wowledge of the creature is more power than aCGt; it is 
my "Mt much that we are capable of knowing, but there is 
ry little that we do aQuually know ; *tis but one thing 

e of 1UUEt we can fix our thoughts wpon at once, and apply 
ritandin "i minds to 3 we can remove them to another object, 
tc ye Vo then we muſt take: off eur minds from the tormer, 
 O\\ 480 


ot, VIII, ( and 


: for to be ſure that is out of the reach of our knowledge, 


: re things, is far from a knowledge of them, which 


þ the predition of which, the greateſt ſagacity and the. 


— Nee EE CE CIER 
_ 


-— 


— 
"PIO". an 4 fn WD” Ir ng ay 
A ” = 


— 
Em ro . 


- Ser ec < ——  —.. zz om" 
_ ——< mea in ar re err ne ne "ANCE 


> — 
Loo cnc — c ccalmmwmnrn--c- 


— As 
BRAT > ov wr es 
Coder 


—- — de... 


= 
EI IIS. 


Dan 29002, Aroma 


_—_— — — — — —  — —  — —— 
—_ 


crys. 
les 


= ——r—_ 


w=m—_—_ 


—_ 44 GE Ges ns < 


_ —_— —  —— wk A 


ISO In or EI ar een 


them, it ſeldom reacheth further than the ſkin and 


n _—— 


. 
FTW 


CE m————_— i er RE ER ” 


72 The knowledge of GoD. Yer. 81, 


and quit the aQtual knowledge of it : but the know. j 
ledge of Gov is an aftual and ſteady comprehenſion of | , 
things ; he being every where preſent, and all eye, no. © + 
thing can eſcape his ſight, but all objects are at ence in Þ + 
the view of the divine underſtanding, Heb. iv. 13, iÞ. ye 


TVeither is there any creature that is not manifeſt in bi; 
fight : but all things are naked and opened wnto the eye: of MW ar 
him with whom we have to do, | - 4 

2. Gon's knowledge is an intimate and thorough 
knowledge, whereby he knows the very nature and ef. 
fence of things, The knowledge which we have of 
things *tis but in part, but outward and ſuperficial ; 
our knowledge glides upon the ſuperficies of things, 
dut doth not penetrate into the intimate nature of 


outward appearance of things 3 we do not know things 
3n their realities, but as they appear and are repre- 
ſented to us with all their maſks and diſguiſes ; but 
Gop knows things threughout, all that can be known 
of them. The quick and piercing eye of Gop pene- 
trates into every thing, the light of the divine under- 
ſtanding lays all things open and naked, Heb, iv. 13. In 
which exprefſion the apoſtie alludes to the ſacrifices of 
beaſts, which were flead and cleft down the back-bone, 
that the prieſt might look into them, and fee whether 
they were without blemiſh,.® To the eye of our under- 
ſtandings moſt objeRs are cloſe, and have their ſkins up- 
on them : but to the eyes of Gop all things are ut- 
covered and difſeed, and lie open to his view, | intent 

3- Gop's knowledge is clear and diſtint, Our un- W things 
terftandings in the knowledge of things are liable to | things 
great confuſion ; we are often deceived with the near WW tg .,. 
likeneſs and reſemblance of things, and miſtake ene thing W ng Fi 
tor another ; our knowledge is but a twilight, whichWhojq 
doth not ſufficiently ſeparate and diſtinguiſh things from Point a 
one another, we ſee things many times together and WG, 
a heap, and do but know them in groſs ; but there 1 
no confuſion in the divine underſtanding, that is a clear, ;. . 
light which ſeparates and diſtinguiſheth things of t"*Wknowi. 


greateſt nearnels and reſemblance z Gop hath a pa'iWSelon, 
| oh 
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j- © cular knowledge of the leaft things, Luke xii, 9, Ewe? 
of WU the wery hairs of your head are all numbered; thoſe 
o- © things which are of the leaſt conſideration, and have 


in © the greateſt likeneſs to one another, the wery hairs of 
13. your head, are ſeverally and diſtintly known to GOD, 


tis | 4. Gop's knowledge is certain and infallible, We 
sof Þ are ſubje&t to doubt and error in. our underſtanding of 

- things, every thing almoſt impoſeth upon our under- 
ueh  Randings, and tinQtures our minds, and makes us look 
ef. WF on things otherwife than they are; our temper and com- 
of WM plexion, our education and prejudice, our intereſt 'and 
ial; WW advantage, our humours and diſtempers, theſe all mif- 
ings, repreſent things, and darken our minds, and ſeduce our 
re of WW judgments, and betray us to error and miſtake : but 
_ and WW the divine underſtanding is a clear, fixed, conſtant, and 
hings MW undiſturbed light, a pure mirror that receives no ftain 
epre- WW from affetion, or intereſt, or any other thing. Men 
: but W are many times confident and apt to impoſe upon others, 
nown WW as if they were infallible : but this is the prerogative of 
pent- W Gop, the priviledge of the divine underſtanding, that 
inder- WE it is ſecure from all poſſbility of error : *tis Gop only 
23. In We that cannot lie, Tit. 1. 2, becauſe he cannot be deceiv- 
fices of WW ed ; the infallibility of Gop is the foundation of his 


| veracity. #640 
} 5, The knowledge of Gop is eaſy and without diffi- 
undet- WE culty, We muſt dig deep for knowledge, take a great 
ins vp* WH ceal of pains to know a little ; we do not attain the 
are ut WW knowledge of things without ſearch and ſtudy and great 
| intention of mind ; we ſtrive to comprehend ſome 
Jur un" WW things, but they are ſo vaſt that we cannot z other 
liable 10 IE things are at ſuch a diſtance, that our underſtanding is 
the neal Wi too weak to diſcern them 3 other things are ſo little, 
pne think Wand ſmall, and nice, that our underſtanding cannot lay 
'R which WW hold of them, we cannot contract our minds to ſuch a 
ings froMWpoint as to faſten upon them : but the underſtanding of 
-r and Vi Gop being infinite, there is nothing at a diſtance from 
xt there "it, nothing too great and vaſt for its comprehenſion, 
tis a cle Wnor js there any thing ſo little that it can eſcape his 


ws of ti knowledge and animadverſion, The great wiſdom of 
d--2 pou Solomon is compared to the ſand on the ſea-ſhorez the 
cu G 
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 Jeaft things, 
 RKanding is a vaſt comprehenſion of the leaſt things, ; 


The knowledge of Gonp. Ser. 81, 


ſhore is vaſt, but the ſands are little (ſaith one) to fig. 
nify that the vaſt mind of Solomon did comprehend the 
"Tis much more true of Gop, his under- 


well as the greateſt ; and all this Gop does without 
eifficulty or pain 3 he knows all things without ſtudy, 


-and his underſtanding is in continual exerciſe without 


ſearch, without looking narrowly into, and bending our 


minds to underſtand them ? But all things are obvious 


to Gop, and he open to his view, 

He is ſaid indeed in ſcripture fo ſearch the heart, and 
eo try the reins, and to weigh the ſpirits ; but theſe ex- 
prefſions do not ſignify the painfulneſs, but the per- 
feftien of his knowledge, that he knows thoſe thing 
as perfe&tly as we can do any thing about which we ul: 
the greateſt diligence and exactneſs, 

6, The knowledge of God 1s univerſal, and extend 
to all objets, We know but a few things, our igno- 


'rance 1s greater than our knowledge, maxima pars t- 


rum gue ſcimus, eſt minima pars eorum que neſcimu; 
but the divine underſtanding 1s vaſt and comprehenſive, 
aad by an imperious view commands all objeCts ; be 


greater than our hearts, and knoweth all things ; li 


knows himſelf, and the excellency and perfeCtion of hi 
own nature, and the ſecrets of his will, 1 Cor, , 11, 
The Spirit of Gop ſearcheth the deep things of Gon; 
he knows all other things that are not, and all thinz 
that are, in all differences of time, their powers ani 
qualities, The knowledge of Gop is infinite, Pſz,þ 


cxivii. 5, His underflanding is infinite ; he knows hin 
end his own perfections, and all the poſſibilities of thing, 
Now the underſtanding of Gov 
being infinite is incapable of any addition, or diminution 
Our finite underſtandings are liable to alter 
3tions, they. may grow or decline : but the knowled#W 


which are infinite. 
Or change, 


of God 1s a full conſtant light, *tis always the ſame, nit 


Fable 'to any eclipſe, nor capable of any exaltation 4 


improvement, but remains for ever the ſame. 


. the ſeveral parts of this Gicourle, | 


Thirdly, I come now to draw ſome inte crences from 1 
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1. Ser. 81. The knowledge of Gon. 75 
:- WW; 1, From the perfeQtion of Gov's knowledge, 

he WE x, The perfeQtion of the divine knowledge calls for 
«r- W our veneration, Every excellency commands reverence, 
IF} and raiſeth our admiration, and none more than know - 
out, + ledge, there is nothing that we value ourſelves or others 
dy, WF more by, than this 3 the higheſt knowledge of man, 
wut Ws the moſt glorious underſtanding, that ever any one of 
our 3 the ſons of men were endowed wirh, is comparcd to the 
ious Ws knowledge of Gop, but as a glow-worm to the ſun, 

+ If we admire theſe candles of the Lox», which ſhine 
and 4 fo imperfeRtly in the dark ; if we reverence a little know=- 
e ex- + ledge compaſſed about with ignorance ; how ſhould we 
per- 3 admire the Father of lights, in whom is no darkneſs at 
hings WW all, that knowledge which hath nothing of blemiſh or 
7e ule WJ imperfeRtion in it ! | | 
* 2, We may hence learn humility, and that on this 

xtends WH double account, as we have all our knowledge from him; 
ign0- WE what have we that we have not received? And as our 
275 t- Fcnowledge is very imperfe&t, when compared with the 
-imut: Wdivine underſtanding. We are blind and ignorant, 'tis 
enſive, Wilbut a few things that we are capable of knowing ; and 
: bent \ e know but a few of thoſe things which our natures 
's ; Ware capable of knowing ;z and of thoſe things we do 
1 of tnfWcnow, our knowledge is very imperfe&, *tis flight and 
« 11, 11 Fuperficial, attended with mnch difficulty and uncertainty 
" Gov; an the attaining of it, and error and confufion in the uſe 
| think Wiof it ; the cleareſt reaſon, and the brighteſt underſtand - 
rers iGng of man hath many flaws and defects in it; ſo that 
e, Plathe more we know of Gop, and of ourſelves, the 
; hin! nore humble we ſhall be, It is an empty knowledge, 
f thing Wind falſely ſo called, that puffs up; as the empty cars 
of Go Bf corn are pert and raiſe up themſelves, but thoſe which 
ninut10Bre big and full droop and hang down their heads ; fo 
to altet-fWris only ignorance that is proud and lifts men up, but 
nowlefrue knowledge makes men humble, 

ſame, 10 3. This is matter of comfort and encouragements 
Itation 08e knows our wants and weakneſs, and will lay ns 


2nces 10a wwe are but duſt ; he knows the rage and malice of 


ur enemies, and cay when he pleaſes put a book in ther 
3, Er 4g G 3 ne/e, 


Wore upon us than we are able to bear, for be confiders 
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noſe, and bis bridle in their lips, as he did to Senache. 
rib, 2 Kings xix. 28, | 


+" 


Zing 


1, From God's knowing our ſecret aCtions. I infer {ces 
1. If Gop ſees ovr moſt ſecret aCtions, this diſcover Mithre: 
and confutes the ſecret atheiſm of many, He that com. Mor! 
mits the moſt ſecret ſin denies the omniſcience ef Gon, WW 2, 
Thus David deſcribes the atheiſm ef ſome in his day;;Mcer t 
be hath ſaid in his heart, Gov hath forgot, behideth hi parti, 


fates be will never ſee it 5 theLorD ſhall not ſee, nit ibeliet 
fall the Gor of Facoeb regard it 3 and is not this, ni 
effect, to deny Goy's being ? for it is todeny him to ;I# 
what he is. A man may as well deny there is a furan 
as deny thatit ſhines and enlightens the world, b 
There are ſome relicks of this even in the beſt me 
which do at ſometimes diſcover themſelves, Pſa. Inierye 1 
JO, IT, Therefore his peofle return hither 5 and worn 
of a full cup are wurung out of them, And they ſay, bn 
doth GoD know ? is there knowledge in the meft hinWihne, © 
that is, the people of Gop come to this, when tir 
are come to an afflicted ſtate, and ſee the proſperity : 
wicked men, they come to this, to queſtion the pror 
dence of Gov, whether he takes knowledge of t 
aFairs of the world, But this atheiſm reigns in wick 
men ; while they live in their fins, they live in the « 
nial of Gop's omniſcience ; fer did men really bel! 
that Gop ſees in ſecret, that his eye perceives the dat 
neſs, and Jays open and naked all things before it, h 
durſt they lie, and ſteal, and ſwear falſely ? Vain mi 
why doſt thou ſeek darkneſs and retirement ? how 
thou alone, if thou beljeveſt that Gop is every whe 
how canft thou retire from him ? how canſt thou 
him out ? If thou believeſt that he 41s the light, v 
ſecurity is darkneſs to thee ? If he look upon thee, 1 
is the greateſt and beft perſon in the world, who 1 
ſovereign, thy judge, they father, and thy maſter, 
thy et friend (for we uſe to reverence perſors 
tho notions and relations, and be aſhamed to 9 r, as 
thrg vile and unſeemly before them) if he, who "FTI. « 
>, Joo upon thee, why art thou not aſhamed! Wiſh. Ti 
- does at thy blood rife ia thy face ? why ſhould not w © 
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\che« 4 and fear work upon the apprehenfions of Go »'s ſee- 

Zing us, as if men did behold us ? for this, that Gop 
fer Wiſces thee, is a greater ſurprize and diſcovery, and 
over threatens thee with more danger, than if the whole 
com- MM world ſtood by thee, | 


Gon, M$ 2. Live as thoſe that believe this ; be continually un- 
days; Mer the power of this apprehenſion, that Gop takes a 
eth hiparticular and exaCt notice of all thy aftions, The firm 
neithe belief of this would have a double influence upon us, 1t 


ould encourage us in well-doing, and be a reſtraint 
upon us as to fin 5 fic vivamus tanguan in conſpetu wi- 

amus, Sen, It were well if men would live as if any 
| Body faw them ; but to live as if ſome worthy and ex- 
{& mnEellent perſon were always preſent with us, and did ob- 
, boinMerve us, this will be a far greater curb upon us. There 


Nis, 0 
z t0 be 
a ut, 
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! cootWpre ſome figns of that ugiineſs and deformity, that a 
:y, nan would not commit them in the preſence of any 
f kin WWne, of a child or a fool ; and there are ſome perſons of 
en tinuch worth and reverence, quorum interventu perdid! guo- 
zerity ie bomines witia ſupprimerent, Epicurus had this good 
xe provifWonceit of himſelf, that he could adviſe others ſa as to 
> of t as if ke ſtood by, fac onnia tanquam ſpefet Epi- 


n wick 
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us; but Seneca inſtanceth much better in Scipio, or 
zlius, | 


U: tanguan: ills ſpeFtante UIVAamis, 


d ſhall not the preſence of the divine majeſty be an 
ternal reſtraint upon us ? 


? how Wl This was David's courſe to keep himſelf from fin, 
ry whenWai. xxxix, 1, 1 201/ take beed to my wvay while the wicked 
- thou i before me; how much mere in the preſence of Gop ? 
;ght, V bave kept thy precepts and thy teflimonies, for all my 
thee, Ways are before thee, Pial. cxix. 163, And it was wiſe- 
who is i adviſed by Seneca, That we ſhould ſo live when we 
maſter, We among men, | as believing Gon ſees us; and when 
x (ors VET 75 none but be ſees us, let us bebave our ſelves before 
3 to 90 , as if men did ftare up9n us. | 

who 8111. Gop's knowledge of the heart teacheth us, 
amec!? WW The folly of hypecriſy ; how vain it is to make a 
13 nd 


bY of that outwardly, which inwardly and in our 
: ; hearts 
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hearts we are not ; to put on a'maſk of religion, an; 
paint ourſelves beautifully without, when inwardly | 
are full of rottenneſs and uncleanneſs 3 to honour Go) 
with our lips, when our bearts are far from him, 1 ;v 
were to deal with men, this were not a very wiſe way ſÞ. 
For there is danger of diſcovery even from them, there 
fore the beſt way for a man to ſeem to be any thing, i 
really to be what he would appear ;. but having to delſÞ#e G 
with GopD, who knows eur thoughts afar off, to whonſ@:d = 
all our diſguiſes are tranſparent, and all our little arts ofF-arts 
concealment ſignify nothing, *tis a madneſs toſhide ourin. ſﬀ#2ug4 
iquity in our boſom, With this argument our Sa v10vz ſton, : 
convinceth the hypocritical Phariſees, Luke xvi, 1;,&d th 
ESLUres 
knoweth your bearts, Wage y 
2. If Gon know your hearts, then endeavour to »{Wſ8-rc5 : 
prove your hearts to him z charge yourſelves with inwalſſ 7g 
purity and holineſs, becauſe of the pure eyes which be 704: 
hold the moſt intimate and ſecret motions of yorl##8 1 5 
fouls; therefore cleanſe your hearts from <vickedneſs ; in 3- T 
long ſhall vain thoughts lodge within you ? Fear and ſhingiln'cs. = 
from men lay a great reſtraint upon our outward aCtion;WW''* 2 
but how licentious are we many times in our heart ]|Wſ5. I 
what a ſtrange freedom do we take within our off othe 
breaſts ? This is an argument of the ſecret atheiſm ti_Wo» k 


es at the bottom of our hearts, He that allows hinFy did 
ſelf in any wicked thoughts and imaginations, whe? 1t 1 
(out of a regard to men) he will not put in praQiog#'c2 4 
this man-plainly declares, that he reverenceth na 24/ 
more than Goo ; that he either diſbzlieves a Gov, off fo u 


deſpiſeth him, | | 

Therefore keep your hearts with all diligence, beca 
they are peculiarly under God's inſpeCtion ; and wiK 
you are ready to take the liberty of your thoughts i 
cauſe no eye ſees you, aſk yourſelves, Doth net he (6 
pondereth the heart conſider it ? and he that keepeth "1 


Waches 
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reins 


Soul doth he not know it ? as the wiſe man (rea 2X. 1 
Prov, xxiv. 12. | = carts 
And whatever you do in the ſervice of Gov, 0 F- Th 


&d n 


heartily as to the Loxp. Indeed 1f we did on!) , 
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an; | Jbip Goy, to be ſeen of men, an external worſhip would 
\y 42 if Se ſufficient : but religion is not intended to pleaſe men 
Gor $ut Go 3; he is a ſpirit, and fees our ſpirits, therefore 
If vw. (MAve muſt vor ſorp him in ſpirit and in truth, x Theſl, 
Way, Ji. 4. Not as pleaſing men but Gov, whe trieth our 
there. $:arts, David uſeth this argument to his ſon Solomon, 
ng, iF# Chron, xxvill. 9. And thou, Solomon my ſon, know thou 
0 ded : be Gor of thy father, and ſerwe him with a perfett heart, 
whonſÞ@'4 with a willing mind ; for the LorD ſcarcheth all 
arts carts, and wunder/landeth all the imaginations of the 
ourin &21ghts, Whatever liberty we may take to ourſelves 
/ 3013 Mow, and how careleſs foever we are of our thoughts, 
vi. 1d the inward frame of our hearts, yet the ſcripture 
1: CoffEiures us, that he, who knows our hearts, will one day 
Wpdge us according to them, Jer, xvii. IO, I the Lord 
r to 2 ſearch the heart, I try the reins, even to give every Man ac- 
_ inward g to bis wvays. And the apoſtie ſpeaks of a day com- 
ich be 0obcrern Gop will judge the ſecrets of men by JESUS 
of you 8157, Heb. iv. 13. Rev. 1.23, ' 
ſs ; bs. 3- This is matter of encouragement to us in many 
10 ſhan'cs: In our ſecret troubles, Pſal. cxli. 3. When my 
action WF'ee 75 overwhelmed within me, thcn thou knoweſt my 
- hears 85. In caſes of difficulty which depend upon the hearts 
_ other men, which though we do not know, yet 
ein tug > knows them. So the apoſtles, AQts i, 24, when 
ows hingEy 9id not know whom to chuſe for an apoſtle, they 
as, why it to Gop, and they proyed and ſaid, thou Lorn 
| prafl vich knoweſ} the hearts of all : ſhew whether of theſe twwa 
ceth ni” baſt choſen, But eſpecially this 1s matter of come 
' Gov, off to us, when we ſuffer by the calumnies and re- 
Waches of men, when the world chargeth us with 
e, bec}]nes of hypocriſy, and falſeneſs, and infincerity, then 
and wHge< able to appeal to the ſearcher of hearts, as to our 


W* 


of 


wohts bſRocency and ſincerity, and to ſay with the prophet Jere- 
net be i) ab, 0 Log D. of hoſts that tryeſt the righteous, and jeeff 
keepeth \_ re::s and the heart, unto thee hawe 1 opened my cauſe, 
nan (relfhk *X*- 72+ and with St. Peter, God hich knoweth 


be hearts bear them witneſs, As xv, 8, 

Gov, oi: 'This renders all deep and profound policies of 

14 only Wl ked men a vain thing, The LoRD knows the —_—_ 
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| to pronounce him a hypocrite, a wicked man, ani 
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| of men that they are vanity, becauſe he knows then, ZM: 


and can defeat them ; he can bring their counſels ts # Ge 
nought, and make their devices of none effet, He i; ® * 
conſcious to the firſt motions of their hearts 3 he fee; MW chr; 
theſe cobwebs which they are ſpinning, and can blow W up : 
them away with a breath, he can ſnare them in their MW men 
own policies, and tura their counſels into fooliſhneſs, {Mithey 
Thou that putreſt a maſk upon a wicked defizn, an{ WBut 
kideſt the malice and revenge of thine heart, under 1 Mio re: 
&i\ſſembling countenance, Gop ſees thy deſign, and hath Wgativ 
a thouſand ways to prevent it. When the politicians {WE it 


of the world think they have laid their deſign with all {to hi: 
imaginable caution, and that their counſels cannot miſ. {Wction 
carry, being out of all poſſibility of human diſcovery or Wars 
prevention, for all this their counſels may come toc be 


nought, and though they have reſolved it yet it may 
not ſtand ; he that fits in the heavens laughs at then, 
the Loxp hath them in derifion, As wiſe as they are, 
they are guilty of this overſight, that they did not take 
Gov into conſideration, by whom they are fſurprizel 
and diſcovered, He that ſees their deſign can blaſt it in 
a moment; he can ſpeak the word, and eby breath j6.8"c 
go forth, and thou ſpalt return to thy duft, and in tit WV, F 
wery a thy thoughts periſh, Pal, cxlvi. 4. | 

5. If Gop only knows the hearts of men, then wil. Th 
art thou, O man that judgeſt another*s heart ? TighFtcnd t 
condemns the uncharitableneſs of men, who take uy 
them to judge and cenſure mens hearts : which is! 
ſpeak evil of the things which they know not ; to met 
dle with things which do not fall under their cogi 
zance, What St. James faith, ch. iv. 12, Ther: :: * 
law. giver that ts able to ſave and to defliroy ; vi 0 
thou that judgeſt another # is proportionably true int! 
caſe ; there is but one that knows the heart 3 who 
thou then that judgeſt another man's heart ? Who a 
thou, O man ! that takeſt upon thee to fit in judge 
upon thy brother, and to paſs ſentence upon his hea 


damned wretch ? Art thou a man, and the ſon of m4 
and wilt thou aiTume to thy telf the prerogative ot Y 


_ - —_— = 


""—_ ———————— 


1. iSer. 81. The knowledge of Gon... 8r 


Man can only look to the outward appearance ; but 


em, i. 

« t; MF GoD ſeeth the heart, 

Te ii #F There's nothing doth more palpably diſcover the un- 
ſee; & chriſtian ſpirit of that new fe& which is of late riſen 


blow | up among us, than their taking upon them to judge 
their WW mens hearts, and as conſtantly to cenſure every man 
neſs, We they meet, as if they had a window into his breaſt : 
EBut they are not alone guilty of this ; thoſe who are 
ſo ready to call men hypocrites, they invade this prero- 
ative to Gop. We may pronounce an aftion wicked, 
X it be contrary to the rule; or a man wicked, as 
to his preſent ſtate, if the general courſe of his life and 
Wctions be wicked ; for our Saviour tells us, by their 
Wruits ye ſhall know them; this we may do, provided 
We be called to 1t, and be ſure it is ſo: but to call any 
an an hypocrize, who makes an outward profeſſion of 
lgion, and whoſe external converſation is unblameable z 
Bis is to Judge a man in a matter of which thou canſt. 
pre no evidence ; this is to aſcend into heaven, and 
E? into the throne of Gop, and to be like the moſt 


, and 
10er 4 
4 hath 
£11483 
zith all 
ot miſe 
very or 
ome t0 
it- may 
t them, 
hey ate, 
107 take 


ſurvive 
Laſt it ER 3 for he, even he only, knows the hearts of the 
eath foul Widren of men. 


WV. From God's knowledge of future events, we 


1 in tn 
by learn, 


hen wit 11. The vanity of aſtrology, and all other arts that 
'rt? Thi tend to foretel future events, things that depend on, 
take up will of free agents, The vanity of theſe arts hath 


1 ſufficiently ſhewn by learned men, from the weak- 
$ and uncertainty of the principles they rely upon ; 
all only for the preſent take notice, that it con- 
licts this principle of religion, that Gop only knows 


hich 5! 
z to rmed 
.eir 0g 
here i30 


. «ho oneer< events, From prudent collections and obſerva- 
a in th_®> probable conjeftures may be made of what will 
'. who oiPe2 1h ſome caſes ; but there are no certain proſpec=- 
"Who 3 -glaſſes, with which we can ſee future events, but 
n inde ne* revelation 3 therefore whoever takes upon him ta 
n his hel tel future events without divine revelation, he arro- 
nan, an" ©* himſelf that which is the prerogative of the 
ſon of ni 3 2nd Gop delights to chaſtiſe the curioſity, and 


the prediftions of theſe vain pretenders, Ifa. xliv, 
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24, 25, Thus ſaith the LoxD that formed thee, T a 5, 
LorD that maketh ell things, that flretcheth forth ti; 
hravens alone, that ſpreadeth abroad the earth by myſ»If, R; 
that fruſtrateth the tokens of the lyars, and maketh din; 
mad ; that turneth wiſe men backward, and maketh th:ir i- 
Enowledge fooliſh. As he alſo in ſcripture threatens thoſs 90” 
who conſult them, and rely upon them. Thoſe who «» Me” 
to aſtrologers, or wiſe men, as they call them, to knoy 
their fortunes, and enquire ef the events of their life, 
they forſake GoÞ, and betake themſelves to lying yi 
nities. 

2. Refer future things to Gov who only know 
them, truſt him with all events ; caſt your care vjon 
him. When you have uſed your beſt prudence, and 
wiſdom, and diligence for your ſupply and ſecurity for 
the future, leave the reſt to Gop, for your heavenly 
father knoweth both your wants and your dangers 
[ When we are over ſolicitous about future things, we 
| take Govp's proper work out of his hands, and uſuy 
nl! 1 the government of the world, Why do we take tw 
much upon us? We are but of yeſterday, and kno 
not what will be to-morrow, 

Mind your preſent duty and work, and leave evit 
to Gop, Secret things belong to the LoRD our G0; 
but thoſe things that are revealed, to us and our chili 
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for ever, to do ail the words of this law, Deut, xxix,2 pay 
Do your duty, commit the reſt 'to God in well- doing, 
In this world we are in a mixt condition, whici AM 


made up of good and evil, of happineſs and mitery Wl larly 
what is good for us to know, is revealed, that is oe, his 
duty ; but in great wiſdom and pity to mankind, Golfor 9g, 
nath concealed and hid the reſt from us. He hath Ws wiſg, 
trom us the good that may happen to us, becaule ! 
beſt things of this world are but ſhallow and em!Wp 
and if we could ſee before-hand, we ſhould prevent 0 
ſelves in the enjoyment of them, and eat out the {we 
neſs which is in "them by delightful fore-thoughts 
them. And he hath concealed future evils from 
left we ſhould torment ourſelves with the feartu! « 
peRaticn of them, prudens, fuiuri temporis ns 
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: | Caliginoſs nette premit Deus. 


the i ; Ridetgue fi mortalis ultra fas trepidat, What a folly ig 
!f: Wit to make yourſelves miſerable with fear of being ſo z 
1017 WW ante miſerias miſer., Uſe all wiſe means to prevent what 

your fear, and then be fatisfied, and be as happy as you 
Can tifl miſery come; go not forth to -meet. it, ſuſfi- 


109 Wcient for the day is the evil thereof ; do not anticipate 
100 Wihke evils of to-morrow, and take preſent poſſeſſion of 
r lit, Wan evil to come ; caſt your care upon him who hath 
5 Vi* promiſed to care for you, 
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Ihe wiſdom, glory, and ſovereignty 
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3 miſery larly of thoſe which relate to the divine underſtand=- 
that is 0s, his knowledge and wiſdom. The knowledge of 
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6 the only wife God our Saviour, be phlory and 
majeſty, dominion and power, now and ever, 
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the nature of all things, with all their qualities, poy. ( 
ers, and circumſtances, The wiſdom of God i; , M* 
perfe&t comprehenſion of the reſpe&ts' and relations of 
things one to another ; of their harmony and oppo. #7 
tion, their fitneſs and unfitneſs to ſuch and ſuch end, 
I have largely ſpoken to the firſt of theſe; I cone 
now to the | 

| Second, The wiſdom of Cop in general ; together epre 
with his majeſty and ſovereignty, as they are here join WM; 
together, I begin with the %th | 

Firſt, That God is the only wiſe God, In hand. #3; 
ling of this I ſhall ſhew, | 

1, In what ſenſe Gov may be ſaid to be the onh ery t 
wiſe Gop, : | 

2, Prove that this attribute belongs to Goy, 

'T. In whac ſenſe Gop may be ſaid to be the on 
wiſe Gop, For anſwer to this, we may take notice 
that there are ſome perfeCtions of GoD that are incom- 
municable to the creatures ;z as his independency and 
eternity, Theſe Gop only poſlefleth, and they are to 
be attributed to him alone, Gop only is independent 
and eternal: But there are other perfeCtions which ar 
gommunicable, that is, which the creatures may i 
ſome meaſure and degree partake of, as knowledge, and 
wiſdom, - and goodneſs, and juſtice, and power, and tie Wk,-s 
like ; yet theſe the ſcriptures do particularly attribute 


Ws Cor 


cem* 


to God, not that they are altogether incommunicabk Wp.,z7 
to the creature, but that they belong to Gov in fuck broup 
a peculiar and divine manner, as doth ſhut out the, 2, 
creature from any claim or title to them, in that degree Worth 
and perfe&tion wherein Gop poſſefſeth them. I fhal ther 
give you ſome inſtances of this. His goodneſs, this 8Martal: 
reſerved to God alone, Matth. xix, 17, Why call: thu, 
ze. good ? there is none good, but one, that 1s GO" hu, 1; 
His power and immortality, x Tim. vi. 15, 16. Wo Bend j- 
the bleſſed and only potentate ; who only bath immortality:Myy 3 1,; 
His wiſdom, 1 Tim. i, 17, The only wiſe Gov : RomſW 2», | 
xvi. 27. To Gop only wiſe be glory : His holine!s, Rev. follow: 
XV. 14. For thou only art boly, 'The tranſcendent deeWif wid, 
gree aud ſingularity ef thoſe divine perfeEtions which *t{cciy « 


. $4, mt = ſovereignty of Gon, 8 


pow. communicable, is beyond what we are able to conceive 3 
\ is a MW that although the creatures partake of them, yet in 
»ns of WKthat degree and perfeftion wherein Gop poſſeſſeth 
)ppoſi- Withem, they are peculiar and proper to the deity ; ſo that 
ends, Gn this ſenſe, there is none good but Gop ; he only ts 
come Wholy, he is the only wiſe ; in fo inconceivable a manner 
doth Gop poſſeſs even thoſe perfeftions which in ſome 


gether WJdegres he communicates, and we can only underſtand 
joined Wkthem as he communicates them, and not as he poſſeſT- 


Meth them ; ſo that when we confider of any of theſe 

| hand. 4divine perfeCtions, we muſt not frame notions of them 
(contrary to what they are in the creature ; but we muſt 

Say that the goodneſs and wiſdom of God are all this 
Awhich is in the creature, and much more which I am 
4not able to comprehend, | 

he only Wy This being premiſed in general, Gov may be ſaid 

notice, Wito be only wiſe in theſe two reſpeQs. 

incon- WH 1, As being originally and independently wiſe, 

cy al WW 2, As being eminently and tranſcendently ſo. 

7 are to WW 1, Gop only is originally and independently wiſe, 

-pencent WF1e derives it from none, and all derive it from him, 

hich are Rom, xi. 33, 34. O the depth of the riches both of the 


muy Bviſdem and knowoledge of Go ! Horne unſearchable are 
ge, al 


and the 


ze only 


Wis judgments, and his ways paſt finding out! For <vho 
Bath known the mind of the LogD, or who bath been 


attrivuit W's counſellor ? or 2who bath firſt given to bim, and it 
junicable WG. J/! Be recompenſed unto him again ? For of him, and 
> 3n fuck brough him, and to bim are all things, to wvbom be glory 
out the Wer ever, Amen, He challengeth any creature to come 


at Cepitt forth and ſay that they have given wiſdom, or any 
1 fhal Þther perfe&tion to Gop ; no, all creatures that are 
S, {1s Vi@artakers of it derive it from him. Prov, ii. 6, For the 
alle} 1601.0 v giveth wiſdom, Eccl, ii, 26. Gor giveth to @ 
7s GO) 'Whnan rat is good in bis fight, wiſdom, and knowledge, 
>. W bo "rd jy. Dan. vu. 21, He giveth wiſdom to the wiſe, 
mortality Wiprd knowledge to them that know underſtanding. 

Dd; ROM 2, He is eminently and tranſcendently ſo. And this 
els, ReV- follows from the former, becauſe Gov is the fountain 
1dent de Mipf wiſdom, therefore it is moſt eminently in him, Pſal, 
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be that formed the eye, ſhall. he-not fee ? be that tract Miſbat 1 
man knowledge, ſhall not be know? In Ike manner wo | 
may reaſon concerning all other attributes of Gov, theſis, E 
if he communicate them, he is much more eminent {Wrren, 
poſſeſſed of them himſelf ; the greateſt wiſdom «of tf the 
creatures is nothing in oppoſition to the wiſdom ds. C 
Gov, nothing in compariſon to it, There 
Nothing in oppoſition to it 5 Job v. 13. He tate:} fer: 7 
wiſe in their wn craftineſs, Job ix, 4. He :: «::\; vio tha 
heart, and mighty in flrength ; vbo hath hard-nc nom * 
ſelf againft him, and proſper*d ? Prov,:xxi. 30. 7/:r:ii 
no wiſdom nor underflanding, nor ceuncil, again! 
Loxp, 1 Cor,i. 19, He will defiroy the wviſdo if if 
Wiſe ; v.29, and by fooliſh things confound the <:i', Mey h 
Nothing in compariſon of it. There are a great manſſuallz 
that pretend to wiſdom, but moſt are deſtitute of th thi: 
wiſdom ; and thoſe who have it, they have it will 5: 
many imperfeCtions and diſadvantages. Uſually thfiifWtend: 
who are deſtitute of true wiſdom pretend moſt to i 
Job xi. 12, Fain man would be <viſe, though be &: inWiſÞn al 
like @ Roild affe's colt, "The high and the great of tt 
world pretend to it, Job xxxii. g. Great men ave nt JM w: 
aways wiſe, Learned men they pretend to it ; the hea) | 
philoſophers were great profeſſors of wiſdom, Rom. i. 1 
Profeſſing themſelves to be «v1 ſe, they became foods, they wah © 
Wiſe to do ent, but to do good they bad ne underſtanding, oit* hiy 
the prophet ſpeaks, Jer.iv.22. The politierans of the vol | 
they pretend to it ; but theirs is rather a craftine(s 127 © 
wiſdom ;z men call it prudence, but they are glad t1 
many erts to ſet it off, and make it look like wilcn F< 22! 
by fGilence, and ſfecrely, and formality, and affect: riM© hat 
vity, and mods, and geſtures, The ſcriptures call it : d opp 
wiſdom of this world, x Cor, 1i. 6. and a fi:{biy vl 
dem, 2 Cor. 1, 12. *Tis wiſdom mifapplied, *tis 
purſuit of a wrong end. The petty plots and defigns 
this world are far from wiſdom, 2 Cor, 111. 20. * bein 
Loxp #neweth the thoughts of the wiſe, that hy offi > /* 
vain, That cannet be wiſdom which miſtakes its gr 
end, which minds mean things, and negle&s thoſe wii 
are of greateſt concernment to them, Job xx!) 2. 
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at is wiſe is profitable to himſelf, Prov. ix, 12, If 
lou be wiſe, thou ſhalt be wiſe for thyſelf, Tully tells 


$1, 
cache) 


| 


ne 
my US, Ennius was wont to ſay, Neguicguam ſapere ſapi- 
vinenty erent, gut ſbi, 7pfi prodefſe non quiret. The wiſe ſages 


Tf the world as to the beſt things are fools, Mat, xi, 
Sc. Gop bath hid theſe things from the wiſe and prudent. 
There are many that are wiſe in their own concetts, but 
1+}, ere is more hope of a fool than of them, Prov. xxvi,. 12, 
. «1: io that the greateſt part of that which paſſeth for wiſ- 
PM. among men is quite another thing, Nihi/ tens 


of the 
dum d 


1d 11708 | 
Tr; aide vulgare quam nihbil ſapere; we talk much of pro- 
:in} vScics, maximum fportentum wir . ſapiens, Tul, Thoſe 
” 'f t& £ win the world that are the children of true wiſdom, 
 q21/e, (Sbey have it in a very imperfe& degree, they are not 
xt mually ſo wiſe for their ſouls, and for eternity, as men 
» of ty } f this world, Luke xvi. 8. The chr/dren of the world arc 
- it wall thctr generation wuiſer than the children of light, It is 
ly ifWtended with many inconveniencies, Eccl. i. 18, In 
ot to i-c- wiſdom there 1s much grief ; he ſpeaks of the wiſe 
- L, inn about natural things. 

1+ of 88 But we need not inſtance in the folly of wicked men, 
»- rt 8d worldly men, and in the imperfe&t degrees of wiſ- 


o hex which are to be found in good men, in wiſdom's 


5m. 1. 28 


they wills to ſet it off : the wiſdom of man in innocency, or of 
anding W- Nigheſt angel in heaven, bears no proportion to the 
* the vol <rring and infinite wiſdom of Gon. - We mortal men 


neſs to 22y times miſtake our end out of ignorance, apply un- 
lad toy and improper 'means for accompliſhing good ends ; 
« 91/3: - 22gels in glory have not a perfe& comprehenſion of 
retcd nifd< Datmony and agreement of things, of the unfitneſs 
c11) it 885 oppeſition of them one to another : but the divine 


{dom propounds to itſelf the higheſt and beſt ends, and 
th a perfe&t comprehenſion of the fitneſs and unfitneſs 
all things one tv another ; ſo that angels are but fool- 


te{ply «lf 
}, *tis 


 defgas 


20, Pp beings to Gop ; Job iv, 17, His angels he chargeth 
it they 12> fully, Job, upon a full enquiry after wiſdom, con- 
_ ces that it only belongs to Go, that he is only per- 
hoſe wil ly poſleffed of it, Job xxviu. 12, &c, But where ſpall 
XX!}. 2+ 


dom be found ? and where ts the place of underſiand- 
H 3 ing # 


Wn children; the wiſdom of Gop needs not theſe. 
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ing? in ſuch an eminent and tranſcendent depree ith ; 
not to be met with in any of the creatures; Gov ay 
hath it, ver. 23. Gov &knowwerh rhe place thereof. - 1993 
II. I ſhall preve that this perfetion belongs to Cor, MLuftra 

x. From the diftates of natural reaſon, and . 

2. From ſcripture, Sonfir 
1. From the diftates of natural reaſon, I have ofnfMWdmit 
told you the perfeRions of God are not to be proved in + 
way of demonſtration, becauſe there is no cauſe effſonic 
them : but by way of convittion, by ſhewing the ſr go 
furdity and inconvenience of the contrary, - Dim t 
The contrary is an imperfeCtion, and argues mim | 
other imperfeCtions, therefore wiſdom belongs to Goy ihe h:; 
Among men folly is look*d upon as the greateſt defeat; 
It 1s accounted a greater reproach and diſgrace thz anvin 2 
and wickedneſs ; it is of ſo ill a report mn the world, trlffther 
there are not many but had rather be accounted knwiMhe fr 
than fools; but in a true eſteem and vaſne of thx | 
it is, next to wickedneſs, the greateſt imperfedtin; Sx vi. 
and, on the contrary, wiſdom is the higheſt perfedtia 
next to holineſs and goodneſs ; it is uſually more cr:i:n: 2 
up in the world than any thing elſe. Reaſon tells 
though the ſcripture had not faid it, that <v/: -Miſar rr 
cels folly as much as light doth darkneſs, Eccl. ii, Wop ; 
The wiſdom of a man maketh his face to ſhine, Eccl, vows 
I. Wijdom is a defence, vii, 12. and ver, IQ. :j# 
Prengtheneth the wiſe more than ten mighty mer; 1+: lil the 
in the city. 20 2 
And the denial of this perfetion to Gop would ven: 
gue many other imperfeQtions ; it would be an univ I: wo; 
blemiſh to the divine nature, and would darker a!) ior ; 
other perfeCtions. It would weaken the power of Golan, i 
How impotent and ineffectual would power be wit» 77 
wiſdom ! what irregular things would it produce | wile: - 
untoward combinations of eftets would there be, it Man; 


of infinite wiſdom ! It would eclipſe the providenc: "Wiſhe b;, 
God, and put ont the eyes that are in the wh-cis, Jo » 
the prophet repreſents Gop*s providence, There «Þ 
be no countel, ns forecaſt, no orderly govertun cn! Tl 
!7 


r. her. $82. ſovereignty of Gov. 89 
i 

ree tilWhe world without wiſdom. The goodneſs, and mercy, 
o» ch{ſ@nd juſtice, and truth of Gop, could not ſhine with 
Shat luſtre, were it not for his wiſdom which doth il- 
Fuftrate theſe withi ſo much advantage. | 
F 1 need not bring teſtimonies from heathen writers t 
Sonfirm this, their books are full of expreſſions of their 
ve ofnfſBBdmiration of God's wiſe government of the world, I 
-ovec Will not trouble you with quotations of particular teſti. 
-auſe diſÞWonies, Epicurus indeed denied that God either made 
the Sr governed the world ; but he muſt needs acknowledge 
Sim to have been a very wiſe being, becauſe he made 
= mim happy, which cannot be without wiſdom,” though 
o Gore had taken away all other evidence of his wiſdom. 


 defet MEAriſtotle ſeems to have ſuppoſed the world to be a neceſ- 


> Con, 


thanvoſſWry reſult and emanation from G'o t : but then the 
rid, trather ſefts ef philoſophers did ſuppoſe the world to be 
d knmlWhe free produCt of God's goodneſs and wiſdom, 

f thing 2. From ſcripture ; Job ix, 4.. He is wwiſe in heart ;; 


rfection; 


Woe be is mighty in flrength and. wiſdom, Dan. it, 20. 
yerfedctida 


| eſſed be the name of God for ever and ever, for wwiſ- 
zore crin and might are bis, Hither we may refer thoſe texts 
 telis nWlich attribute wiſdom to God in a ſingular and pecu- 
cd-m »r manner, Rom, xvi, 27. and thoſe which ſpeak of 
cl. ii, 1&0» as the fountain of it, whe communicates and be- 


Eccl, rows it upon his creatures, Dan. ii. 21, James i. 5. 
). :/-0Nd thoſe texts which ſpeak of the wiſdom of Gop 
n that at 


> the creation of the world, Pſal. civ. 24. O Lozp, 
pw wonder ful are thy works, in wiſdom baſt thou made 
em all ? Jer. x. 11. Who hath efzabliſhed the world by 
's wiſdom, and fretched forth the heavens by his diſcre- 
07 3 in.the providence and government of the world, 
Wan. ii, 20, Wiſdom and firength are bis, and be chang- 
þ times and ſeafons, be removeth kings, and ſetteth up 


01110 v- 
y Univerll 
en al) Jt 
r of (00, 
»e without 


ace | wiliW-ec ; and in many other places ; in the redemption of 
: be, 1' 1-Wankind ; therefore CyR1sT is called zhe wvifdom of 


d dire: op, 1 Cor. i. 24, and the diſpenſation -of the goſpel, 


vidence ihe bidden wwiſdem 'of GoD, and the manifold 2viſdom of 
wheocls, Wo», Eph. 11, 10, 

Ther! 208 If then Gop be 9nly 2viſe, the original and only foun- 
7011/26! Win of it, from theac? we learn, 


fd Y 'P 


Fuſt, 


'be; 


—_ — 
RATTLE 


IE =D I EREDYL 


00) 2 EI LT HED Bo EG I ION Pe FIT 
__ 


» 4; 
—_ —— 


- ye 29s 
eee it, 


$=4., 2D Ae 


—— 


mmm 
—_— ——_— 


+ won 
_ —_—_— 


ru 4 


> << 


DOOR I 


eta cet... Lent. 8 wt 


_ putation of his wiſdom, by the way that he would rai 
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Firſt, To go to him for it, James i. 5. If ary nu 
lack wiſdom, let him aft it of God, There are mayſ 
conceited men, that think they are rich and increaſe, fiſh 
and ſtand in need of nothing. The apoſtle 'doth nu 
ſpeak, as if there were ſome that did not want wil. 
dom, but becauſe there are ſome that are ſe proud ai 
conceited, that they think they lack nothing ; ther 
are ſtark fools, and God refifts ſuch fooliſh and provi 
men : But if any man, ſenfible ef his defe&t and in. 
perfection, cometh to Gop, be gives [tberally, and vin i 
braids no man, We are aſhamed to learn wiſdom i 
men, left they ſhould contemn and upbraid us with oy 
folly : men are envious and unwilling that others ſhoul 
be as wiſe as themſelves 3; but Gon's goodneſs maks 
him willing to impart wiſdom, be gives liberally, cliff 
upbraids no man, | | 

_ This is the moſt defireable accompliſhment and yer. 
feftion ; Happy 1s the man that getteth wiſdom ; wiſdn 
zs the principal thing, therefore get wviſdom ; It is bette 
than thoſe things that are of the higheſt value amon 
mien, as Solomon often makes the compariſon. Now, 
becauſe it comes from above, we ſhould look up for it; 
it's by the revelation of his will, and the wiſe counſe 
of his word, that we are made wiſe unto ſalvatin; 
therefore we ſhould beg of him, that be would p:0e x 
the ſpirit of wiſdom and revelation in the knowledr: | 
bimſcif, Eph. i. 17. | | 

2, If Gov be orly wiſe in ſuch an eminent and trar 
ſcendent degree, then let us be humble, There's w 
cauſe of boaſting, ſeeing we have nothing but what wil 
have received, The loweſt inftance, the leaſt ſpecimah 
of divine wiſdom out-ſhines the higheſt pitch of huma 
wildom 3 the foehiſhneſs of GoD ts wiſer than mn 
1 Cor, i. 25, therefore et nor the wiſe man glory :n tl 
*viſdom, Jer. ix. 29. Of all things we ſhould not i 
proud of wiſdom ; the proud man throws down the ri 


it, No ſuch evidence of our folly, as a conceit that wiſh 
are wile ; ſapientis animus nunqguam turgeſcit, nunq«al 

- . . E . > "yl *__as 
tumet, Cic, To pride owurlclves in ous wiſdom, 1 


WF 
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many 
reaſed, 
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Wy to have our folly made manifeſt, Gop threatens 
Ws d-/roy the wiſdom of the wife men, and to turn their 


: Mſdom into fool foreſs 


h MY 3. We ſhould labour to partake of the wiſdom of 
it wiifWop, fo far as it is communicable, The greateſt wiſ- 
ud lm that we are capable of, is to diſtinguiſh between 
; the Wbod and evil ; to be worſe to that which is good, as the 
oy WS oftle ſpeaks, Rom, xvi, 19. that is, to provide for 
1d im-i 


e future in time, ts make proviſion for eternity, to 


2nd u-bink of our latter end, to fear Gop and obey him, to 
dom «i pure and peaceable, to receive inſtruftion, and to win 
1th orlBGuls ; theſe are the charaRters which the ſcripture gives 
 ſhoull wiſdom, When Job had declared that excellency of 


; make divine wiſdom was not to be attained by men ; he 
!'y, cuWils us what that wiſdom is, which is proper for us; 
id unto man he ſaid, the fear of the Log Þ that is wwiſ- 
m, and to depart from evil, that is underſlanding, 
here are many that are wife to worldly ends and pur- 
ſes, as our SAVIOUR tells us, wiſe to get riches and 
) aſcend to honours : But this is not the wiſdom which 
e are to Jabour-after ; this is but a ſhort witted pru- 
Wnce, to ſerve a preſent turn without regard to the next 
World, and the eternity which we are to live in; this 
to be wiſe for a moment, and fools for ever. 
4. If God be only wiſe, then put your truſt and con- 
Wence in him. Whom ſhould we truſt rather than 
Winite wiſdom which manageth and dires infinite 
bodneſs and power ? In all caſes of difficulty truſt him 


nd pet: 
wi jd 
$ bettz 
2 amont 

Nov, 
for it; 
counſe, 
Luatien; 
{ 100 0 


pledre 0 


nd tran- 


nere's r diretion, dire thy ſteps, commit ny way unto the 
What on D, and lcan not unto thine underſlanding, The race is 
"yy Wt co tbe ſwift, nor the battle to the irong, but the pro- 
5} human 


dence of Gop-diſpoſeth all theſe things, And if we 
þan "Bly upon our own wiſdom, that will prove a broken 
"ry 2 Cel. And as our own wiſdom is a broken recd ſo the 
220 Oiſdom of other men, Iſa. xxxi, 1, 2, Gop curſeth 
n _ Wem that go down into Egypr, and truſt to their firength 
'0U 1 

t that VG: he LomrD ; yet he alſo is wiſe, ſaith the prophet. 
P19" 5. Let vs adore the wiſdom of God, and ſay with St, 
1B, _ ul, r Tim, i. 17, To che only wiſe Gov be bonour 
| and 


d wviſdem, but look not tothe boly one of Iſrael, neither 
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and glory for ever and ever, Amen ; and with Daniel 
bl:Jed be the name of Gov for ever and ever, for wiſ. 
dom and might are his, Veneration is the acknowledy. 
ment of an infinite excellency and perfe&tion, We te. 
verence any extraerdinary degree of wiſdom in men ; hut 
the divine wiſdom which is perfect and infinite, is mat. 
ter of adoration, and bleffing, and praiſe. Thankſgiving 
reſpets the benefits we receive ; but we bleſs Goy 
when we acknowledge ' any excellency 3 for as Gov, 
bleſſing us is to do us good, ſo our bleſſing him is to ſpeak 
good of him ; as all Gopy's perfeCtions are-the objeQts 
our blefling, ſo more eſpecially -his wiſdom is of our 
Praiſe ; for the praife of God is to take notice of the 
wiſe deſign and contrivance of his goodneſs and mercy 
towards us, 

Before I paſs on to the other particulars contained in 
theſe words, I cannot but take notice that this wile 
Gop, here ſpoken of, is ftiled our SAvIovuR, which 
fome underſtand of our Saviour JEsvs CHRIsT, and 
bring this place as an argument to prove his divinity; 
and if that were ſo, it were all one. to my purpoſe, 
which is in the next place to ſhew that glory and mt 
zeſty, and dominion and power belong to the divine bt 
ing. But though I would not willingly part with 
any place that may fairly be brought for the proof «> 
0104 the divinity of CkzisT, . yet ſeeing there are mat 
{it it} —_ texts in ſcripture for the proof of it, we have the 
Wal I? eaſt reaſon to ſtretch doubttul places 5 and that this 1 
[811 ſo, will appear to any one who conſider that the title f 
1 SAVIOUR is ſeveral times in ſcripture attributed to 
i I} Gov the Father ; beſides that in a very ancient and 
| | authentick copy we find the words read ſomewhat 0ſt aſc: 
| Fi! therwiſe, and ſo as to put this out of all controverſy, 

] — prive Bt9 owrngs neany Tia In Keigs wugie Nan 
i 
| 
' 
| 
| 


Teta, &c. ; 
1181: 8 Having premiſed thus much for the clearing of thelt 
Ii | words, I ſhall briefly conſider, firſt Gop's' glory an! 


majeſty, and then his dominion and ſovereignty, 
Firſt, Goy's glory and majeſty. By majeſty, we 
may underſtand the greataeſs, or eminent exceliency s 
| | 


, * 
Win 
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84, 

Daniel, | he divine nature, which reſults from his perfeQions, 
- «iſ. {nd whereby the divine nature 1s ſet and placed infinitely 
wleds. Wibove all other beings ; I fay the eminent excellency of 
Ve re. ihe divine nature, which reſults from his perfeQions, 


1 3 but pore eſpecially from thoſe great perfeRions, his goodneſs 
; mat. Wind wiſdom, and power, and holineſs, 

-ſeiving WY And his glory is a manifeſtation of his excellency, 
s Gor Wind a juſt acknowledgment and due opinion of it, 


Gov'; Wence it is, that in ſcripture God is ſaid to be glorious 
o ſpeak Wſp power, and glorious in holineſs, and his goodneſs is 
jects of iſa!led his glory 3 and here in the text, glory and ma- 
of our &ſty are aſcribed to him upon the account of his wiſdom 


2d goodneſs, 

$ That theſe belong to Gop, I ſhall prove, 

$ 1, From the acknowledgment of natural light, 
ained in {WT he heathens did conſtantly aſcribe greatneſs to Gov, 
his wile Wd that as reſulting chiefly from his goodneſs, as 
, which {pears by their frequent conjunRtion of theſe two attri- 


\ of the 
| mercy 


$T, an {ps3, goodneſs and greatneſs, Optimus Maximus, were their 
Jivinity; Wok familiar titles of the deity 3 to which I will add 
purpoſe, Wat known place of Seneca, primus deorum cultus eff 
and mi F* credere, dein reddere illis majeſtatem ſuam reddere bo- 
vine b» WW:ater, fine gua nulla majeſtas, 

it with 2. From ſcripture, It were endleſs to produce all 
proof of {ſole texts wherein greatneſs and glory are aſcribed to 
re many oP. I ſhall mention two or three, Deut, x. 17, 
have the Wt Lord 7s a grea? Gop ; Pal, xxiv. 10, he is called 
at this is #:ng of glory 3 civ. 1. He is faid to be cloarhed with 
1 title of ﬀ-1-fy and honour, The whole earth is full of his glory, 
ibuted toMOſither belong all thoſe doxologies in the old and new 
ient andWitament, wherein greatneſs and glory and majeſty 
-what 0c aſcribed to Gop, | 

\troverſy, i From which we may learn, 


og par 7: What It is that makes a perſon great and glorious, 
0 what is the way to majeſty, viz. real worth and 
114 of thelt 
plory and hich creatures are capable of in a very eminent degree, 
4 6 that is goodneſs ; that is that which advanceth a 
ieſty, wlle''on, and gives him a pre-eminency above all others ; 
ellency offP" <alts a luſtre upon a man, and makes his face. to 

the , ſhine, 


ccellency, and particularly that kind of excellency _ 
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ſhine. Ariſtotle tells us, that honour is nothing | 
but the fignification of the eſteem which we have of 
perſon for his goodneſs ; for ſaith he, to be good, and þ ay 
do good, is the higheft glory. Gov's goodneſs is lit." 
higheſt glory ; and there is nothing ſo glorious in ay 
creature, as herein to be like God, ; 

2. Let us give Gop the glory which is due to h 
name ; aſcribe ye greatneſs to our Gov, Deut, xx, 
Give unto the LogD, O ye mighty, give unto the Loy 
glory and power, Plal, xxix., 1, The glory and m 
Jjeſty of Gop calls for our efteem and honour, ur fe 
and reverence of him, Thus we ſhould glorify God | 
our ſpirits, by an inward efteem and reverence of his ms 
Jjeſty, The thoughts of earthly majeſty will compoſe y | 
to reverence : how much more ſhould the appretale.” 
ons of the divine majeſty ftrike an awe upon our ſpiritzy 
all our addrefies to him ? his excellency ſhould makey 
afraid, and keep us from all ſaucy boldneſs and fan 
liarity with him. Reverence 1s an acknowledgroent 
the diſtance between the majeſty of Gop, and 
meanneſs, And we ſhould glorify him in our body 
with outward worſhip and adoration ; that is, by 
external ſignifications of reverence and reſpect ; and 
ſhould gloriſy him in our lives and a&tions, The hiya 
glory a creature can give to Gop, is to endeavourt 
be like him, ſatrs 71les colutt, quiſquis imitatus :j*, 8 
Hereby we manifeſt and ſhew forth his excellency to 
world, when we endeavour to be confurmed to thi 6 
vine perfections. And in caſe of fin and provocation, 
are to give glory to GoD by: repentance, whici 4 
acknowledgment of his holineſs, who bares fin; U 
ot his juſtice, which will puniſh it; and of the mercy 
God, which is ready to pardon it ; for it 2s //- $99 
_ Cop to paſs by & provecation. 2 = 

.3. He thould take heed of robbing CoD of iis £0 
by giving it to any creature, by aſcribing thoſe title 
that worſhip to any creature, which is due to G07 2 


5 | fir 
'This is the reaſon which is given of the ſecond cl \ el 
mandment : I the LoxD an a jealous GoD, G00 1 it 
Jous of his honour, and 4v1i/ not give his giory it 000... 


Ahab, 
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Sr bis praiſe to graven images, Iſa, xlii, 8B. Upon this 

ccount, we find the apoſtle reproves the idolatry of 
he heathens, becauſe thereby they debaſed the 
Wicem of Gop, and did ſhew they had vnworthy 
oughts of him, Rom, i. 21, 23, Fhen they knew 
Tov, they glorified him not as Gon, but breame wain 
their imaginations, And changed the glory of the in- 
rruptible GOD into an image made like to corruptible man, 


nd to birds and four-footed beaſts, and creeping things, 


W:ture ; that is a ſpirit, and fo incapable of being re- 
eſented by any material or ſenſible image. 


f his my W Secondly, I come now to ſpeak of the ſovereignty and 
mpoſe Wminion of Gop. In which I ſhall ſhew, | 

ppreval Firſt, What we are to underſtand by the ſovereignty 
r (pi; {ominion of Gov. By theſe we mean the full and 
on ſolute right and title and authority which Gop hath 


, and over all his creatures, as his creatures, ana 


ament ade by him, And this right reſults from the effets 
—_ IM goodneſs, and power, and wiſdom whereby all 
ur bog ings are and were made ; from . whence there doth 
1s, 0) WiWrie to Gov a ſovereign right and title to all his 
See atures, and a full and abſolute authority over them z 


dt is, ſuch a right and authority which doth not de- 


cen r0Y d upon any ſuperior, nor is ſubje& and accountable 

3 22 any for any thing that he does to any of his crea- 

-%, re And this is that which is called ſummum 1impe- 
o the 6 


”m, becauſe there is no power above it ro check or 
troul it, and therefore there can be no greater than 
s. Andit is abſolute, becauſe all the creatures have 
at they have from Go», and all depend upon his 


ocation, il 
vhich 1s 4 
es fin; 4 
ne mnercy 1 


+1.» olergh 2 I , . . 
5 1* $")Wetual ſubjetion ſo long as they continue in being, 


uſe it is ſolely by his power and goodneſs, that they 
tinue ; and thercfore whatever right or title any one 
pretend to any perſon or thing, that Gop hath to 
things, in deo ommes tituli omnia jura concurrent, 

that ſovereignty and dominion ſignifies a full right 
title and propriety in all his creatures, and an ab- 


te authority over them, to govern them and diſpoſe 
Ys 0L, VL, - ; of 


of his gon 
loſe tte 
> GoD atoll 
ſecond ll 
4 GoD 1s 
ry te ant 


lereby they denied the glorious excellency of the divine | 


neſs, and. therefore they owe all poſſible duty and. 


e—+ et 
> Sa 


ated . 
. « 

*. {7 
CE EE a 


COT 


G «... 


F, 


56 The wiſdom, glory, and Ser. 5, 


of them, and deal with them in any way he pleaſeth, 
that 1s not contrary to his efſential dignity and perte&ign, 
or repugnant to the natural ſtate and condition of the {W* 
creature, 7 2 Vi 

And for the better underſtanding of this, and the pr, Ws a 
venting of miſtakes which men are apt to fall nyo 


about the ſovereignty of Gop, I will ſhew, 7 
1. Wherein it doth not confiſt, And, Wo 
II, Wherein it doth conſift, | po 
I, Wherein it doth not conſiſt, eit] 
1. Not 1n a right to gratify and delight himſelt in 4M; 

extream miſery of innocent and undeſerving creatures ;Mitvin 


I jay, not in a right ; for the right that Gop hath 
his creatures is founded in the benefits he hath confer! 
upon them, and the obligations they have to him upn 
that account, Now there's none, who becauſe þ 
hath done a benefit, can have, by virtue of that, a ri 
' todoa greater evil than the good which he hath dx 
amounts to ; and I think it next to madneſs, to doit 
whether extreme and eternal rhiſery be not a greats 
evil, than ſimple being is a good, I know they ll 
phyſical goodneſs 3 but I do not underſtand how 
thing is the better for being called by a hard nm: 
For what can there be that is good or defirable in heiy 
when it only ſerves to be a foundation of the greateſt 
moſt laſting miſery ? and we may ſafely ſay, that i 
Juſt Gop will never challenge more than an equital 
Tight, God doth not claim ſuch ſovereignty to lin 
ſelf, as to cruſh and oppreſs innocent creatures with 
a cauſe, and to make, them miſerable without pr 
vocation, And becauſe it ſeems ſome have been it 
apt to entertain ſuch groundleſs jealouſies and unwott 
thoughts of God, he hath given us his oath to aſi 
us of the contrary, As T live ſaith the Lox, 11 
770 pleaſure in the death of a ſinner, but rather thit 
ſhould turn and live, So far is he from taking pleal 
in the miſery and ruin of innocent. creatures, thi! 
caſe of fin and provocation, he would be much :2M 
pleaſed, if ſinners woula, by repentance, avoid an" Wl 


cape his juſtice, than that they ſhould fall unde 
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-afcth, 5 The good GoD cannot be glorified or pleaſed in doing 
-Ctien, © evil to any, where juſtice doth not require it ; pothing is 
of the © further from infinite goodneſs than to rejoice in evil, 
[2 We account him a tyrant and a monſter of men, and of 
h« pre« i + a deviliſh temper, that can do ſo ; and we cannot do a 
all int greater injury to the good Gop, than to paint him out 
after ſuch a horrid and deformed manner, 
> 2, The ſovereignty of Gop doth not conſiſt in im- 
poſing laws upon his creatures, which are impeſlible 
either to be underſtood or oblerved by them, For this 
would not only be contrary to the dignity of the di- 
vine nature, but contradict the nature of a reaſonable 


15 3n tht 
ealutes; 


hath inÞcreature, which, in reaſon, cannot be obliged by any 
confers M&ower to impoſſibilities, | 
nim ue 3. The ſovereignty of Gop doth not conſiſt in a 
cauſe liberty to tempt men to evil, or by any inevitable 
t, a riot WMWecrec to neceſſitate them to fin, or effeftually to pro- 
hath dure the fins of men, and to puniſh them for them. 
to door as this would be contrary to the holineſs, and 
a gre: Wuſtice, and goodneſs of Gop ; fo to the nature of a 
hey call fcalonable creature, who cannot be guilty or deſerve 
how YR@unihment for what it cannot help, And men cannot 


Wahily have a blacker thought of Gop, than to ima- 
Wine that he hath, from all eternity, carried on a ſe- 
ret deſign to circumvent the greateſt part of men into 
plot againſt heaven, that by this unworthy praRtice 
We: may raiſe a revenue of glory to his juſtice, There 
$ 20 generous and good man, but would ſpit in that 
Man's face that ſhould charge him with ſuch a deſign ; 


ard nit 
So in bei 
zreatet 8 
F that i 
9 equita 
vey 10 bi 
res withol 


out 2 nd if they whe are but very drops of goodneſs, in 
> been 'mpariſon of Gop, the infinite ocean of goodneſs, 
id wnwotould take it for ſuch a reproach ; ſhall we attribute 
th to 18Wat to the beſt being in the world, which we would 
RD, 1 JWteſt and abominate in ourſelves ? 


cher that WI, Wherein the ſovereignty of Gop doth conſiſt, 


king 01:98 1. In a right to diſpoſe of, and deal with his creatures 
ares, ti any way that doth not contradi& the effential per. 
much ::tions of Gop, and the natural condition of the 
void an" {iEnture, 


fall unde! TY 3: In 
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98 The wiſdom, glory, and Ser. $1, * 
| 2, In a right to impoſe what Jaws he pleaſeth upon þ 
Wit his creatures, whether natural and reaſonable ; or po. I, ** 
| | Gtive, of tryal of obedience, provided they contradig Þ* ©" 
| wi not the nature of Gop or of the creature, Th 
| il , 3. In a right to inflict due and deſerved puniſhment Þ ... 
| tit In a caſe of provocation, _ | © 
I | 4. In a right to afli any of his creatures, ſo the hs 
| | | evils he inflicts be ſhort of the benefits he hath confer. Þ ;. 
Wil | red on them ; yea, and farther in a right when he *g 
Fil pleaſeth to. annihilate the creature, and turn it out ef 
il being, if it ſhould ſo ſeem good to him, thouph that She 


creature have not offended him z becauſe what he gay: 
was his own, and he may without injury take it aw W421 
apain when he pleaſeth. In theſe the ſovereignty <> wy 
Gov confiſts, and if there be any thing elſe that ca of þ 
be reconciled with the eſſential perfeCtions of Goo, 
Secondly, For the proof and confirmation of thi 
Thus is univerſally acknowledged by the Heathens, th 
God is the LogD and ſovereign of the world, and 
all creatures, Hence Plato calls him Twy Tavruy 116 
(x'va.; and Tully, omnium rerum Dominum, Lox cf al; 
and th.s the ſcripture doth every where attribute to hin, Wc, 
calling him LorxD of all, King of kings, and Loxny 
fords ; to which we may refer all thoſe doxologics, ia 
which power, and dominion, and authority are aſcribe 
to Cop. I will only mention that eminent con{cſiiy 
of Nebuchadnezzar a great king, who, when his under Wa 
Randing came to him, was forced to acknowledge tuulifhs 
Gop was the moſt high, Dan. iv. 34, 35. I infer, Ws 
Firſt, Negatively we cannot, from the ſovereignty Of 
Gop, infer a right to do any thing that is unſuitable! 
the perfection of his nature ;5 and conſequent]y that vf 
are to reft ſatisfied with ſuch a notion of dominion 3! 
ſovereignty in Gov, as doth not plainly and dire 
contradict all the notions that we have of juſtice a 
goodneſs : nay, it would be little lefs than a horrid al 
- dreadful blaſphemy, to ſay that Gop can, out of | 
ſovereign will and pleaſure, do any thing that contra 
the nature of God, and the eſſential perfe£tions o! 
Deity z OT to imagine that the pleaſure and will of ! a 
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pon WF © holy, and juſt, and good God is not always regulated 
 p0* We and determined by the eflential and indiſpenfible laws of 
aut goodneſs, and holineſs, and righteouſneſs, 

| Secondly, Poſitively ; we may infer from the ſove= 
ment WW reignty and dominion of Gop, 

' 1, That we ought to own and acknowledge Gop for 
o the cur Log and ſovereign, who by creating. us, and giv- 
onfer- W ing us all that we have, did create to himſelf a right 
en be WW jn us, fo: | 
out ef 2, That we owe to him the utmoſt poſſibility of our 
h that W Jove, to love him with all our hearts, and ſouls, and 
Ve 20t Wh Brength 3 becauſe the ſouls that we have he gave us 
it 2% Wand that we are in a capacity to love him, is his gift ; 
gnty of Wand when we render theſe to him, we do but give him 
12t can i gf his own, | | 
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oD. W* 3. Weowe to him all imaginable ſubjeQion, and ob= .. 
of ti Wfervance, and obedience ; and are with all diligence, to &:4 
ns, 1 the utmoſt of our endeavours, to conform ourſelves to bl 
5 and (! & will, and to thoſe laws which he hath impoſed upon | 
eB þ , bil 
; D of al (WR 4, In caſe of offence and diſobedience, we are without i 
e to hin Wurmuring, to ſubmit to what he ſhall inflict upon us, # 
Lox NW accept of the puniſhment of our iniquity, and pati= | 
logics, 18 tly to bear the indignation of the Los D, becauſe we | 
re a(criv We ſinned againſt him, who is our Lord and ſove- | 
concen, | | | 
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SERM ON LXXXIl 
| Jof 
The wiſdom of GoDÞ in the creation{F** 


: | | Xuric 

of the world. Its p; 

| Land 

Ss : ©Tontr 
PSALM civ. 24» þ Nc 

WEIAT 16" : of th 

Q LorD, bow manifold are thy works ! in wwiſden: bi Be » 
thou made them all, 

| | ar 

AM treating of the attributes and prepertics dS... 


Go, particularly thoſe which relate to the div 
underſtanding, which I told you are his knowledge al 
witdom. I have finiſhed the firſt, the knowledge 
Gop. The laſt day I ſpake concerning the wiſdon 
Gop in general ; but there are three eminent ar 
ments, and famous inftances of GoDy's wiſdom, whit 
I have reſerved for a more large and particular handin, 

The wiſdom of Gop ſhines forth in the creationd 


dm a 
Works 
Wile 1 
Wo inn 
e ſha 
nd co: 
e off 


Wore y 
the world, in the government of it, and in the recenhudy tj 
tion of mankind by Jesus CurisT, Of thel: tir Woniſh 
E thall ſpeak ſeverally, | Wt hi: 
\ I begin with the firſt, the argument of God's viiMiſdom 
dom, which the creation doth furniſh us withal, WF infin 
this viſible frame of the world which we behold viiiWns of 
our eyes, which way ſoever we look, we are encoullderſta 


tered with ocular demonſtrations of the wiſdom of co, pl; 


What the apoſtle ſaith of the power of God is true like antag 
wiſe of his wiſdom, Rom,i . 20, The 1nvifible things e to j 
bim from the creation of the world are clearly jet, Wight þ 
berng underſtood by the things that are made, ven 0 haye 


eternal petver and goadhead; So the eternal vio 
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Y 


1GoD is underſtood by the things which are made. Now 
the creation 1s an argument of the wiſdom of Gop, as 
it is an effect of admirable counſel and wiſdom. As any 
Zeurious work, . or rare engine doth argue the wit of the 
TIM tartificer 3 ſo the variety, and order, and regularity, and 
.4il:Þ frneſs of the works of Gop, argue the infinite wiſdom 

of him who made them ; a work ſo beautiful and mag - 
-1tionll wificent, ſuch a ſtately pile as heaven and earth is, ſo 


Its parts, every part ſo fitted to the ſervice of the whole, 

nd each part for the ſervice of another ; is not this a 

— Fin argument that there was infinite wiſdom in the 
Tontrivance of this frame ? 

1 Now I ſhall endeavour to prove to you that this frame 

of things which we ſee with our eyes, which we cal! 

he world or the creation, is contrived after the beſt 

Þanner, and hath upon it evident imprefſions of coun- 

| and wiſdom, I grant the wiſdom of Goep is infi- 


————————— 
— 


\ſdem: by 


pertics Mite, and that many of the ends and deſigns of his wiſ- 
the div on are unſearchable, and paſt finding out, both in the 
rledge niiWorks of creation and providence ; and that though a 
z»wledge Wiſe man ſeek to find out the work of Gop from the 


wiſdom 
nent ap 
om, Whit 
r handiny, 
creation 0 
he redem} 
theſe this 


W:inning to the end, he ſhall not be able to do it; and 
e ſhall never be able to exhauſt all the various wiſdom 
Wd contrivance which is in the works of Gop ; though 
e oftner and the nearer we meditate upon them, the 
Wore we ſhall ſee to admire in them; the more we 
Wudy this book of the creation, the more we ſhall be 
Wtoniſhed at the wiſdom of the author : but this doth 
Wt hinder but that we may diſcover ſomething of the 
idom of Gon, though it be infinite, As the effects 
infinite power may fall under our ſenſes, ſo the de- 
ns of infinite wiſdom may fall under our reaſon and 


God's wi 
withal, | 
behold wi 


are encoullMderſtanding 3 and when things appear to our beſt rea- 

lom of COM, plainly to be ordered for the beſt, and the greateſt 
is true lkeWvantages of the world and mankind, ſo far as we are 
ble things Wie to judge ; and if they had been otherwiſe, as they 
arly jet, WMWzht have been a hundred thouſand ways, they would 
1de, even * 


have ben ſo well ; we ought to conclude, that 


al vg things 
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things are thus, and not otherwiſe, is the reſult of wif. W of it. 
dom. | mater] 
. Now the wiſdom of Goy in the creation will appear {MW the ea 
by conſidering the works of Gop. Thoſe who have iW yet fo 
ſtudied nature can diſcourſe theſe things more exatly WE ties an 
and particularly, Tt would require perfect {kill in aſtro. W face o 
nomy, to read leQures of the rare contrivance of the MW adorne 
bodies of living creatures, But this, as it is beyond my MW and be: 


' ability, ſo it would probably be above moſt of your ca- MW and the 


pacities 3 therefore I ſhall content myſelf with ſome IM and ref 


general and more obvious inſtances of the divine wiſdom, W it belov 
which ſhine forth ſo clear in his works, that he that I above ; 
runs may read It. | | been in 
I. I ſhall take a ſhort ſurvey of the ſeveral parts of MW inhabit: 
the world, | Look 
2. Single out man the maſter-piece of the viſible {MW and you 
creation. E preat i 
T7. If we ſurvey the world, and travel over the ſeve. WW fully m; 
ral parts of it in our thoughts, we ſhall find that all Wftrong ir 
things in it are made with the greateſt exaQneſs, ranged MWnatural | 
in the meſt beautiful order, and ſerve the wiſeſt and {Wand ever 
beſt ends. | Eſtrength 
If we look up to heaven, and take notice only ther Wifly from 
ef what is moſt viſible, the ſun; you ſee how by the Bthe creat 
wiſe order and conſtancy of its courſe it makes day and ourſelves, 
night, winter and ſummer. This the pſalmiſt takes {thoughts 
notice of, Pſal. xix. 1, 2. The heawens declare the glory WWiroof of 
ef Gor ; and the firmament ſheweth bis handy works WW 2. Sele 
Day unto day uttereth ſpeech, and night unto night ſhew- Wop and þ 
eth knowledge, It may eafily be imagined many ways, Wot the ele 
how the ſun might have had another courſe in reference Wthe yaſt } 
to the earth 3 but no man can deviſe any other that Wolutely tx 
ſhould not be very much to the prejudice of the world , Wbref of 24 
fo that this being the beſt, it is an argument that wil» {Wie by, 
gom had the ordering and diſpoſing of it. th worl; 
If we look down to the earth, we ſhall ſee gods ai- If bodies, 
cending and deſcending ; I mean clear repreſentations 03 Wor in reſp, 
divine wiſdom in the treaſures that are hid in the bow World, anc 
el: of it, and thoſe fruits that grow vpon the furiace Ws allied 


Q 


ave look 
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| of it, What vaſt heaps, and what variety of uſeful 
| materials and minerals are ſcattered up and down in 


» WW the earth as one would think with a careleſs hand, but 
> {W yet fo wiſely diſpers'd, as is moſt proper for the neceſſi- 
4 IF tics and uſes of ſeveral countries | Look upon the ſur- 
- WM face of the earth, and you ſhall find it cloathed and 
+ IM adorned with plants of a various and admirable frame, 
y [MK and beauty, and uſefulneſs. Look upon the vaſt ocean, 
- W and there you may fee the wiſdom of Gop in bridling 
ie and retraining that unruly element, I mean in finking 
i, {WF it below the earth 5 whereas the water might have been 
at WW above and covered the earth, and then the earth had 


| been in a great meaſure uſeloſs, and incapable of thoſe 
inhabitants which now poſſeſs it. 

| Look again upon the earth, and in the air, and ſea, 
| and you ſhall find all theſe inhabited and furniſhed with 
| great ſtore of living creatures of ſeveral kinds, wonder- 
ie. WW fully made in the frame of theft bodies, endowed with 
all Wfirong inclination to increaſe their kinds, and with a 
zed MWinatural affeQtion and care towards their young ones ; 
ind Whand every kind of theſe creatures armed either with 


Eſtrength or wit to oppoſe their enemy, or ſwiftneſs te 


2 Wfly from him, or ftrong holds to ſecure themſelves. But 
the {Wſthe creation is a vaſt field, in which we may eafily loſe 
and {ourſelves, I ſhall therefore call home our wandring 
kes {Wthoughts 5 for we need not go out of ourſelves for a 
lory {Wroof of divine wiſdom. I ſhall therefore, 
'orks WW 2+ Selet the choiceſt piece of it, man, who is the 
220 Wop and perfeCftion of this viſible world, What is ſaid 
-2y5, WP! the elephant, or Bebemorh, Job. xl, 19. in reſpeCt of 
ence ſte vaſt bigneſs and ftrength of his body, is only ab- 
that {Wolutely true of man, that he is divini opificii caput, the 
2116 4 W*tef of the works of GoD, and »pon earth there is none 
wile Wits him, Man is mundi utriuſque nexus, the bond of 
th worlds, as Scaliger calls him, in whom the world 
s aſ- WÞf bodies, and the world of ſpirits do meet, and vnite z 
ns 03 Wor 1n reſpeC&t to his body, he is related to this viſible 
bow- World, and is of the earth ; but in reſpeCt of his ſoul, he 
zrface WS allied to heaven, and deſcended from above. We 
ave looked above us, and beneath us, and -about us, 
upoR 
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upon the ſeveral repreſentatives of God's wiſdom, and {a hymn 
the ſeveral parts of the creation 3 but we have not yet {W tis, de 
conſidered the beſt piece of the viſible world, which we [W 77:vance 
may ſpeak of, without flattery of ourſelves, and to the I ftrations 
praiſe of our Maker, Gop, when he had made the make of 
world, he made man after his own image, When he Wwhole w 
had finiſhed the other part of the creation, he was pleaf. Wwiſdom « 


ed to ſet up this picture of himſelf in it, as a memorial Meoppears | 
of the workman, Now we ſhall a little more partic. Wo! it ; di 
larly conſider this piece of Gop*s workmanſhip, being Wy, I cl 


wunſkilful, 
| But th 
bit be ind, 
ie inhab 
be exquiſh 
nitely ſh 
pin it, 

nderſtand 
ature hat 
hich it 1 
rorided fo 
alon, 
ifiderabl, 
aderftandi 


it is better known, and more familiar to us, as it is 
more excellent than the reſt, and conſequeritly a higher 
inſtance of the divine wiſdom. It is obſerved by ſome, 
that concerning the parts of the creation. GoD ſpeaks 
the word, let there be light, and let there be a firmanen, 
and there was ſo : but when he comes to make man, 
he doth, as it were, deliberate, and enter into conlu]. 
tation about him 3 And Gor ſaid, let us make mann 
our image, after our likeneſs 5 and let him have dominny, 
Gen. i, 26, as if man, above all the reſt, were the eff 
and reſult of divine wiſdom, and the creature of hu 
counſel, 

Man may be conſidered either in himſelf, and inns 
ſpe& of the parts of which he conſiſts, ſoul and body; 


or with relation to the univerſe, and other parts of tl" alone © 
creation. E can kee 

1. Conſider him in himſelf, as compounded of ſoufi*8ers and 
and body, Confider man in his outward and worſe part}P"s that a, 
and you ſhall find that to be admirable, even to alto d by the a 
niſhment ; in reſpe& of which, the pſalmiſt cries outjſ*®*ures, a 
Pſal. cxxxix. 14. I am fearfully and wonderfully mai If we conf 
marvellous are thy works, and that my ſoul knoxveth rignſ**ents © 
well, The frame of our bodies is ſo curiouſly wrought ** once ir 
and every part of it fo full ofs miracle, that Galen (v uch vari 


was otherwiſe backward enough to the belief of a Gol 
when he had anatomiz'd man's body, and carefully fu 
veyed the frame of it, viewed the fitneſs and uſetuln 
of every part of it, and the many' ſeveral intentions 
every little vein, and bone, and muſcle, and the bez! 


of the whole ; he fell into a pang of devotien, and as 
| | a kv 


«t miracle | 


—_— — ———— 
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F hymn to his creator. And thoſe excellent books of 
Þ his, de fu partium, of the uſefulneſs and convenient cone 
| rrivance of every part of the body, are moſt exact demon= 
E trations of the divine wiſdom, which appears in the 
make of our body, of which books Gafſendus ſaith, the 
whole work is writ with a kind of enthufiaſm, The 
Ewifdom of Go, in the frame of our bodies, very much 
tappears by a curious confideration ef the ſeveral parts 
of it 3 but that requiring a very accurate fkill in anato- 
my, I chuſe rather wholly to forbear it, than by my 
nikilfulneſs to be injurious to the divine wiſdom, 

| But this. domicilium corports, the houſe of our body, tho® 
Lit be indeed a curious piece; yet it is nothing to the no- 
le inhabitant that dwells init. This cabinet, tho” it 
be exquiſitely wrought, and very richz yet it comes in- 
nitely ſhort in value of the jewel that is hid and laid 
pin it, How does the glorious faculty of reaſon and 
nderſtanding exalt us above the reſt of the creatures ! 
ature hath not made that particular proviſion for man, 
hich it hath made for other creatures, becauſe it hath 
rovided for him in general, in giving him a mind and 
aſon, Man 1s not born clothed, nor armed with any 
nfiderable weapon for defence ; but he hath reaſon and 
nderſtanding to provide theſe things for himſelf ; and 
bis alone excels all the advantages of other creatures ; 
e can keep himſelf warmer and ſafer, he can foreſee 
angers and provide againſt them ; he can provide wea- 
dns that are better than horns, and teeth, and paws, 
d by the advantage of his reaſon, is too hard for all other 
eatures, and can defend himſelf againft their violenee, 

It we conſider the mind of man yet nearer, how many 
puments of divinity are therein it ! That there ſhould 
at once in our underſtandings diſtin&t comprehenſions 
luch variety of objeAs; that it ſhould pals in its 


NV l 

I oughts from heaven to earth in a moment, and 
ll foi the memory of things paſt, and take a proſ- 
ſefuln Rt of the future, and look forward as far as 


mmity! Becauſe we are familiar to ourſelves, we 
not be ſtrange and wonderful to ourſeves, but the 
« miracle of the world is the mind of man, and the 
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eontrivance of it an eminent inſtance of God's wif. 8 trees, 
dom, = @ no ple: 
2, Conſtder man with relation to the univerſe, and © of trec 
you ſhall find the wiſdom of Gop doth appear, in vt ! 
that all things are made ſo uſeful for man, who was de. © uſe wo 
Len'd to be the chief inhabitant of this viſible world, the MW ©*2l, 2 
gueſt whom Gov deſign'd principally to entertain in this | aumirec 
houſe which he built, Not that we are to think, that (M #2ve bu 
God hath ſo made all things for man, that he hath not | fires in 
made them all for himſelf, and poſſibly for many other {M £2: Cl 
uſes that wecan imagine ; for we much over-value our: {£1 it, 
ſelves, if we think them to be only for us; and we 6. Emate or 
. miniſh the wiſdom of God in reſtraining it to one end; _things, | 
but the chief and principal end of many things js the uſe ne way 
and ſervice of man;z and in reference to this end, yeu e"s overt 
ſhall find that Gop hath made abundant and wiic Pr0e here th 
viſion, | Whnt gal 
More particularly we will conſider man, the ſcorc 
1, In his natural capacity, as a part of the world, iſhed wi 
How many things are there in the world for the ſervice pnd Muſc 
and pleaſure, for the uſe and delight of man, which, iW"*"" fu; 
man were not in the world, would be of little uſe ? na WM -: Cor 
is by nature a contemplative creature, and Gop has fur Yſ"*2n112 
niſhed him with many obje&s to exerciſe his underſtand-if">** of 
Ing upen, which would be ſo far uſeleſs and loſt, if mat EY cou 
were not. Who ſhould obſerve the motions of the ſtars We £4 
and the courſes of thoſe heavenly bodies, and all theft" ** C 


wonders of nature? Who ſhould pry into the ſecret vir ® 24 
tues of plants, and other natural things, if there werl nad enterc 
not in the world; a creature endowed with reaſon ani y bad b 
underſtanding? Would the beaſts of the field fud) eedleſs an 
aſtronomy, or turn chymiſts, and try experiments in ad withor 
ture ? Int of e 
What variety of beautiful plants and flowers is there ve to hu 
which can be imagin'd to be of little other uſe but {ll May 00 
the pleaſure of man. And if man had not been, tht } things C 
would have loft their grace, and been trod down by U bog giVe 
beaſt of the field, without our obſervation ; they wou very Ct 
not have made them into garlands and noſe-gays. Holiſ the vw; 
many forts of fruits are there which grow up9n hi 4 " hh 
| 8 f:F3 
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| trees, out of the reach of beaſts! and indeed they take 
® no pleaſure IN them, What would all the vaſt bodies 

E of trees have ſerved for, if man had not been to build 
n E with them, and make dwellings of them ? Of what 


" W ufc would all the mines of metal have been, and of - 
Y © ccal, and the quarries of ftone? Would the mole have 
” E 22mired the fine gold ? Would the beaſts of the foreſt 
WW »2ve built themſelves palaces, or would they have made: 
= | res in their dens ? ' 

A | 2, Confider man in his geographical capacity, as I may 


call it, in relation to his habitation in this or that cli- 
Emate or country, The wiſdom of God hath ſo order'd 
Ethings, that the neceſſities of every country are ſupply'd 
lone way or other, Egypt hath no rains ; but theriver Ni- 
Yus overflows it, and makes it fruitful. Under the Line, 
where there are exceſſive heats, every day there are con=- 
Itnt gales and breezes of cool winds, to fan and refreſh 
the ſcorched inhabitants, The hotter countries are fur- 
ihed with materials for filk, a light cloathing ; Ruſfia 
and Muſcovy, which are extream cold, are provided with 
varm furs, and ſkins of beaſts, | 

3, Confider man in his capacity of commerce and en+- 
ercourſe, Mans a ſociable creature ;z befides the advan=- 
ages of commerce with remoter nations, for ſupplying 
rery country with thoſe conveniencies and commodities 
hich each doth peculiarly aFord, And here the wiſ- 
lom of God Goes plainly appear in diſvoſing the ſea into 
veral parts of the world, for the more ſpeedy commerce 
nd entercourſe of ſeveral nations, Now if every coun - 
y bad brought forth all commodities, that had been 
eedleſs and ſuperfluous, becauſe they might have been 
2d without commerce ; befides that thegreat encourage- 
ent of entercourſe among nations, which is ſo agree- 
i vie to humane nature, would have been taken away : 
but (© © country bad been, as now 1t is deftitute of ma- 
, } things other countries have, and there had bcen n0 
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cn very CefeQiie as to the uſe of man, Now here ap- 
as the wiidom of CoD, that the worl, aud all thisgs 
t, are contrity'd for jhe beſt. | 
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a to give an opportunity of traffick ; the world had: 
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Thus I have endeavour'd to do ſomething towar1s the 
diſplaying of Cop's wiſdom in the workmanſhip of the affai 
world ; altho? 1 am very ſenfibls how much I have be char 
matfter*d and oppreſſed by the greatneſs and weight of {6 {MW the 
noble an argument. For vhs can declare the wirks of WW That 


Cop! and who can fhew forth all his praiſe. | and 
Tie uſe I ſhall make of what has been ſaid, ſhall 1, (WF 7-rg* 
12 three particulars, they 7 


This confutes the Epicureans, who 1mpute the world, Were 
and this orderly and beautiful frame of things to chance, MW #1917 
Thoſe things which are the proper effects of counſe), ani Wt 747 
bear the plain impreſſion of wiſdom upon them, ouzht | 47+ £ 
not to be attributed to chance, What a madneſs 13 it to WW ©427e7 
grant all things to be as well made as if the wiſe? agent 7-« fo: 
upon counſel 2nd deſign had contriv*d them ;z and yet to /*r*, 
2ſcribe them to chance ! Now he that denies things to be 547 
ſo wiſely framed, muſt pick holes in the creation, 2n{lM 0P:2:0! 
not m1 
wildor 


which no man ever yet pretended to do, Did ever ay 


anatomiſt pretend to ſhew how the body of man might 0urie:v 
have been better contrived, and fitter for the uſer of conven 
reaſonable creature than it is 3 or any aſtronomer mol Vers, 
reftify the courſe of the ſun, As for the extravauhM <<r-y 9: 
and blaſphemous ſpeech of Alphonſus, That if lc badſ vithout 
food at Gov's elbow when he made the world, he (hui lors tin 
bawe told him bsw0 to have made it better ; beſides bh [ety 
pride, it ſhews nothing but his ignorance ; that he bulhh ©"! £24! 
kis aſtronomy - upon a falſe hypotheſis, as is genera ſenſe, t] 


believed now by the learned in that ſcience ; and Irinkle 
wonder he found fault with the world, when he mifodff 1nd, t 
the frame of it : but thoſe who have been mo#t veright 4n ? 4 
in nature, and have moſt pried into the ſecrets of WW © ure ? 
Have moſt admired the workmanſkip both of the gra #eme of 
world, and the leſs, More bel! 

But if we muſt ſuppoſe the world to be as well ma VII's cha 
as wiſdom could contrive it, which is generally grafſÞ fs! man, 
<d ;.it is a monſtrous folly to impute it to chance. Which th; 
man might better ſay, Archimedes gGid not 114k* 4 Rones, az 
of his en, ines by ſkill, but-by chance 3 and mig"! Other mat 
eaſily my rtain, that cardinal RicheLeu 0d not 115 Cay met a 

| y | + (liar gelic; 
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s affairs by any arts or policies, but they fell ont by meer 
n WW chonce. What pitiful ſhifts js Epicurus put to, when 


the beſt acchunt he can give of the world, js this ; 
That matter always <vas, 'and the part: of it 112 motion, 
end after a great many tryals, the parts of matter ar 
Lngth hamper” d themſelves in ehis fortunate order wherein 
they nowo are ; that men, at firſt, grew out of the carth, 
| vers nourtf bed by the NAPUS PIE, and when they vere 
| firorg £1:0 1 broke loſe and wwearrd themfelwes * that the 


3 
| no/rits wwere made by the waters making themſ-lves a paſ- 


ſave out of the bedy ; ard tho foach "_ breels by the 
evaters | orc! 17 a þ. Nap 45 a97U wvard x; bat the members of 
the body' wwere net n: Ge for thoſe Fa for _ they 
| ſerve, but chanced to be fo, and the uſes ; e frerwve As fot nd 
out, Is it worth the while to advance ft 
opinions .as theſe, to deny the wiſdom of Gop ?. Ts 
not much eaſter, and more reaſon? bie. to fay 
wiſdom of Gov made all theſe things, t 
ourſe;ves to imagine how all things ſhould happen thus 


reignh 2 . S PRES fn ? 
« of WI conveniently by chance ? Did you ever know any great 
m9 + 'T ® 


-— 


work, in which there was var ety of 


7.Cr 00 PATtS, And an C7 + 
vazank derly diſpofition of them required, done by / Chance, art 
be od rithout the dir-Ction of wilde Tn Ind $656 el 2? FHew 
'» oY 16s time might 2 man take 10 jumble a fot of four and 
des bly 3 EN ty letters tc ether, before tho wy would: fall-ont to be 
\- bully 2 £xatt poem ; yea, or to make a book of tolerable 
.eneral ſenſe, though hut in proſe ? How long might a mar 
and ſ, ry le ol and colour Z np0n png with a careleſs 
"mitt kind: Le fore this would produce the & piture-of a 


& ver ban ? And is a man eaſier made by re , than his 
ts of fictare ? He ti.at telis me that this great and curious 
the ol ene of the world was made by chance, 4 conld no 
more believe him, if he ſhould tell me that Henry the 
voll malt Vis chapel in Weſtminſter was not built by any mor- 
Wy grit tal man, but the ſtones did grow in thoſe forms into 
nab which they ſcem to us to be cut and graven ; that the 
Take ſtones, and timber, and iron, and braſs, and all the 
other materials, c came thither by chance, and upon a 


D) 
"2 Weny met all happily together, and put themſelves into 
ot 1 


»lU flat Celicate order in which we ſee thera ſo cloſe com- 
K 2 pactec F] 
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pacted, that it muſt be a great chance that parts them ver. C 

again, Now is it not much eafier to imagine how a ſki]. 


ower 
ful workman ſhould raiſe a building, than how timber, Wl ma 5d 
and ſtones, and how that varicty of materials which i; WW ,,, of 
required to a great and ſtately building, ſhould meet to. WW with th 
gether all of a juſt bigneſs, and exactly fitted, and by WF ;, wiſe 
chance take their places, and range themſelves into that WE thy rich 
_ order ? I infiſt the longer upon this, becauſe I am ten- W# "More 
fible how much atheiſm hath gained in this age, | neſs, ad 
2, Let us admire, and adore, and praite the wiſdom of WE poſed all 
Gov, who hath eſtabliſhed the world by Þts 07 ſdom, ard W f merc 
Pretched out the heavens by his underſianding ; <vho hath WM heaven ; 
made all things in number, eight, and meaſure ; that WM 694 the 
3s, by e:a&t wiſdom. The wiſe works of Gop are the Wpj oy, 
Proper object of our praiſe ; and this is a day proper WW theſe bo, 
for the work of praiſe and thankſgiving. Now under Wh::h en 
The goſpel, ſince CHRIST was clearly, revealed, we hive WF!ihu c 
new matter of praiſe and thankſgiving 3 but as Goy Fercat ble 
has giver us CyRI1sT, ſo he hath given us our being, Wt, 
We are not ſo to remember our Redeemer as to forget Engr PF 
our Creator. The goodneſs, and power, and wiſdom, Wir) 24 
of Gov, which appears in the creation. of the world, Wi bey cry, 
ought fill to be matter of admiration and praite v Wh/%;/ 7, 
Chriſtians, Tt is a great fault and negle&t among chr | 2. Uſe 
Kians, that they are not more taken up with the works BWrlq + 
of Gon, and the contemplation of the wiſdom which Miftom whic 
thines forth in them. We are apt enough to i0mir: Buijte + 
other things, little toys 3 but we overlook this vail ci» Wand hath « 


xious engine of the world, and the great artificer © a9 
ehings, It was truly ſaid by one, that moſt men are 19 
AKupid and inconſiderate, as to admire the works of 2 
painter or carver, more than the works of G 0D, Whey wy 
"Fhere are many that have beſtowed more eloquence in Wh: guy £ 
the praiſe of a curious pifture, or an exact building, Wife -n4 
than ever they did upon this noble and exquiſite frame Whoyohe . 
e 


| : .&- 5 
of the world, or any of the other works of Go», VV! Bt; > wh. 


Meceliity x 
ion, Mat 


+ 
ie 


can admire the wiſdom and deſign, and ſkill of petty a- Wy, what 
tiſts, and little engineers 3 but here is wiſdom 1n 12 BW -nce hh, 
beauty and order of the creation, Did we love Gon, | tines | 
and take pleaſure in. the effects of his wildom _ th creat 
power 


& 
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power, we ſhould be more in the contemplation of them, 

WW [fal. cxi. 2. The works of the LogD are preat, ſoupie 
; WE 0: of all them that have pleaſure therein ; let vs then ſay 
E with the Pſalmiſt, O Logm, bow manifold are thy works / 

| in eviſdom haſt thou made them all ; the earth is full of 


M thy riches, &C, bk 
- W More particularly let us, with an humble thankful- M4 

neſs, admire the wiſdom which hath made and viſ- 1 
f WF poſed all things ſo fitly for our uſe and ſervice, and with Ag 
4 W & merciful a reſpe&t to us : The light and influence of wn 
'b WW heaven 3 the beaſts and the fruits of the earth. We F.1 
at WF find the. pſalmiſt often praiſing God upon this account, 
he WW Pal. exxxvi. 4,5, &, The wiſdom which hath framed 


| theſe bodies of ours, Pal. cxxxix. 14, 15, 16. Which \74 
hath endowed- us with knowledge and underſtanding. "0 
FElihu complains, that men were apt to overlook theſe [abs 
bercat bleſſings of GoD, Job xxxv. 10, 11, 12. But none 
| ſaith, Where is GoD my maker, wwho gives ſongs In the 


= 


et inioit 2 7//Þo teacherth us more than the beaſts of the earth, tay 

"Mm, iſerd makerb us wuiſer than the fowuls of heaven ? There "at 

r1d, We; cry, but none giveth anſeer, becauſe of the pride q 

: 10 Wir e21/ men, | 
b'e WP 3. Uie ; Truſt wiſdom to Gon, which made the qo 
"ks {Wiworid, to govern it, and the affairs of jt; and the wiſ- A 

h1ch ſom which hath framed thy body in ſo curious and ex- \ 


-—__ 


mr? evifite a manner, and formed thy ſpirit within thee, 
 cu+ Wind hath made ſo many creatures, with reference to thy 
oi 2 Weceſtity and comfort, truſt him for thy future provi- 
c 10 Wifion, Mat. vi, 25. 1 ſay unto you, take no thought for 
of a Weir lives, wobat ye ſpall eat, &c. Is not the life more 
0 0, {Wtbar meat ? and the bedy than raiment ? He hath given | 
ice 1 Wb: our ſouls, he hath breathed into us the breath of [14 
}dinv, Wllite, and made theſe bodies without our care and | 
frame WMhought 5 he hath done the greater, will he not do the 
. Vo WW? When thou art ready anxiouſly and ſolicitoully to 
ty WW, what ſhall I do for the neceſſaries of life? Conſider 
in the W':nce thoa didt receive thy life, who made this body. 
G0, W! thine; thou may'f beaſſured that the wiſdom which 
n nv WWzth creatss theſe, confidered how to ſupply them 5 
power DE K 2 the 
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the wiſdom of Gop knew that you would want all Nov 
theſe, and hath accordingly provided for them, therefore MW ter, I: 
_ fear not. | | Car Car 
| -*.- "PRE 

- nt © a prov! 

inn — of this 
, © to ma 
|  wheretr 
SERMON LXXXlV fro 
| | thereto 

The wiſdom of Gop in his provi-ſ& or 
qence.”-.-* | condem! 

| is not 2 

i o— WW ſclves, t 
& ing of t 


I PELERN Fs» E the evil 


Caſting ail your care upon him, for be caveth for you, | Gov, a 

; E pects we 

Monegft the ſeveral duties, witich towards the cn-BW pt by 
clufion of this eniftle the apoſtle exhorts cl: Bithe(e ty, 

Kians to, this is one, 25t to be over-much folcitou: an! Th 
concerned about what may befal us, but to reter vur-yſaq by 1 
ſelyes to the providence of Gop, which taXes Care 0: whe gurſe] 


In ſpeaking to this argament, 1 ſhall  Whar: don; 
1. Conſider, the nature of the duty here recu re, this cert; 
which 1s ro caff our care upon GOD, | bus tabe ng 


TI. The argument uſce to perſuade us to it : Becort what js | 

$e careth for UT, - dC: ſoviet at 
- a avwa A; uy . 

E. For the nature of the duty here requ.roc, + if things, 


word (£14494 fignifies an anxious care about events, 4 2, Caf; 
. . : . . . ? ve > _—_— if 
care that is accompanied with trouble and dilquiet ﬀFefer the j 


'mind abour what may befal us ; about the good that vi 
Hope for, and defire 3 or about the evil which we 
TNiy come upon us. This the apoſtle exhorts us i 
throw of ; and to leave to the providence of G07 Wn that coy 
his care, all thoſe events which we are apt to be {o ſold with t 
tous and diſquieted about, The expreſſion ſe-ms tv 


taken out of Pfal. Iv, 22, Caſt thy burden vpn the Loni You ſee 


and be ſpall ſuftain the, Wc cxhort 


nually vj 
ings to 
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| Now that we may not miſtake our duty in this mat- 
| ter, I ſhall ſhew what is not here meant by caſting all 
| cur care upon GoD, and then what is here meant by it, 

| The apoſtle doth not here intend to take men off from 
| a provident care and diligence, about the concernments 
| of this life 3 this is not only contrary to reaſon, but 
| to many expreſs precepts and paflages of ſcripture, 
| wherein diligence is recommended to us, and the bleſſing 
| of Gop,, and the good ſucceſs of our affairs promiſed 
* thereto; wherein we are commanded to provide for thoſe 
| of our family, which cannot be done without ſome ſort 
E of care 3 and wherein ſlothfulneſs and negligence are 
| condemned, and threatned with poverty; 1o that this 
© is not to caſt our care upon GoD, to take no care of our- 
—- W ſ:lves, to uſe no diligence and endeavour for the obtain- 
E ing of the good which we defire, and the prevention of 
Þ the evil we fear ; this is to tempt the providence of 
Gov, and to caſt that burthen upon him which he ex- 
| pets we ſhould bear ourſelves, : 

Put by caſting our care upon GoD, the apoſtle intends. 
theſe two things, 
F- 1, That after all prudent care and diligence have been 
Iuſed by us, we ſhould not be farther folicitous, nor trou- 
Eble ourſelves about the event of things, which, when we 
phave done all we can, will be out of our power, And 
fthis certainly is our SAviouR's meaning, when he bids 
pus !ake no care for the morrew, When we have done 
Ivhat is fit for us for the preſent to do, we ſhould not 
iC:{ouiet and torment ourſelves about the ifTue and event 
of things, 
2, Cafting our care 1þp9m God implies, that we ſhould 
Feter the jfſue of things to his providence, which js con- 
tinually vigilant over us, and knows how to diſpoſe ell 


_— 
. 


- 


things to the beſt ; entirely confiding in his wiſdom and 
os pooineſs, that he will order all things for our good, and 
7 2» that confidence, reſolving to reſt ſatisfied and content- 
(00d with the diſpoſals of his providence, whatever they 
c WH De, 
Lo You ſee then the nature of the duty which the apoſtle 


£rcexhorts to, vis, That after al} prudent care and di- 
a 
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ligence have been uſed on our parts we ſhould not be ei. rity in t 
quieted in our minds about the event of things, but leave Ther 
them to Gon, who hath the care of us, and of all oy} IMF general 


concernments, Which is the wiſe pro 
II. Thing I propoſed to ſpeak to, and which I inten4 Mſelf in t 
chiefly to inſiſt upon, wiz, The argument which the MWwhich h: 
apoſtle here uſeth to perſuade us to this duty of ca/?/ry WW And 1 
all our care upon Gon, becauſe it 7s be that careth fir this arg; 
us ; and this implies in it two things : cerning 1 
I. In general, That the providence of GoD govern; {What he | 
the world, and concerns itſelf in the affairs of men, and ]Wpnd grant 
diſpoſeth of all events that happen to us, or It wou 
2, More particularly, That this providence 1s peculi. W0D, wi 
arly concerned for good men, and he takes a ſpecial care {the world 
ef them and their concerns ; He careth for you. The {Miinciples, 
apoſtle. ſpeaks this to them, not only as men, but as chi. ]WF very cr: 
ſtians. And thus the pſalmiſt, from whom theſe words Ment of i! 
ſeem to be taken, does apply and limit this promiſe ; WW, the rat 
Caft thy burthen upon the LorD, and he ſhall ſtain {We vio er 
thee ; he ſhall never ſuffer the righteous to be moved, uſing of 
1. That Gop taketh care of us, implies in general, Ws every x 
That the providence of Gop governs the world, and {quilitely 
concerns itſelf in the affairs of men, and diſpoſeth of We anothe 
all events that happen to us. I ſhall not now enter up- ſe his ow 
en a large proof of the providence of God ; that is tos; eſpecia. 
large and intricate an argument for a ſhort diſcourſe, 2n{]P'et to hir 
Hath a great deal of nicety and difficulty in it ; and tho'Mlow, or t 


it be a fundamental principle of religion, and hath bees that m 
almoſt generally entertained and believed by mankind, Wm, and p 
and that upon very good reaſon ; yet becauſe the vind-Wf0v's all t} 
eation of many particular appearances of providence, doaſſÞrdance of 
in a great mrcaſure depend upon a full view and compre-FpAnd this 
henfion of the whole deſign, therefore we muſt neceſ1Wmanking, 
Þ rily refer ourſelves for full ſatisfaction, as to ſeveral dry thing 
4 ficulties and objections, to the other world, when wefaſeth, jnt 
| ſhall ſee Gop's works, together with. the relation afed, the FE; 
| every part to the whole defign, and then many par ticulai® world or 
th paſſages, which may now ſeem odd and crooked, as Wt Idted whe! 


took upon them by themſelves, will, in relation 009”, or not 
WwN8:: 
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* WW whole, appear to have a great deal of reaſon and regula- 
rity in them. | 

Therefore I ſhall at' preſent onlv briefly, and in the 
general ſhew, that it is very credible, that there is a 
wife providence that governs the world, and intereſts it- 
a {Welt in the affairs of men, and diſpoſeth of ail events 
. Wwhich happen to us. G bs 

And I defire it may be obſerved in the entrance upon 
this argument, that the handling of this queſtion con- 
cerning providence, doth ſuppoſe the being of Gop, and 
hat he made the world, as principles already known 
nd granted, before we come to diſpute of his providence, 
or it would be in vain to argue about the providence of 
50D, with thoſe who queſtion his being, and whether 
he world was made by him : But ſuppoſing theſe two 
rinciples, zhat Gop ts, and that he made the world, it 
very credible, that he ſhould take care of the govern- 
pent of it, and efpecially of one of the nobleft parts of 
, the race of mankind. For we cannot believe, that 
ewho employed ſo much power and wiſdom in the 
ſing of this great and magnificent pile, and turniſh- 
bs every part of 1t with ſuch variety of creatures, fo 
quiſitely and ſo wiſely fitted for the uſe and ſervice of 
e another, ſhould ſo ſoon as he had perfeRed it, for- 
ke his own workmanſhip, and take no further c2re of 
s too ; eſpecially confidering that it is no trouble and diſ- 
, and]Wiet to him, either to take notice of what is done here 
| tho {Wlow, or to interpoſe for the regulating of any difor- 
'beenMW's that may happen ; for infinite knowledge, and wit- 
kind Wm, and power can do all this with all imaginable eaſe, 
vindi-@0v's all things, and can-do all things, without any di- 
>, door bance of its own happineſs, | 
more- And this hath always been the common apprehenſion 
>coſſWmankind, that Gon knows «1! things, and obſerves 
a] difry thing that is done jn the world, and when he 


cn weſeeth, interpoſes in the affairs of it. *Tis true, in- 


tion o&9, the Epicureans did deny that Gop either made 
ticulagi world or governs it ; and therefore wiſe men always 
as voted whether they did indeed believe the being of 
to t0W>, or not; but being unwilling to incur the _—_ 
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: £7 the leaf 
ef ſo odieus an opinion, they were content for f2ſhien. ho way: 
ſake, to own his being, provided they might take away MW. aiy; 
the beſt and moſt ſubſtantial arguments for the proof gf " ned 
it, The reſt of the philoſophers owned a providence, Be can 
at leaſt a general providence, that took care of great ard Why o grea 
more important matters, but, did not deſcend to a con. to Gop 
Rant and particular care of every perſon, and every little Moyils thi 
event belonging to them, Interdum euriofus firg:/wrun Mpacas an 
ſays Tully ; now and then, when he pleaſes, he takes cir: he their 
of particular perſons, and their Iefer concerrments ; bu Med will 
many of them thought that Gop did generally negle& b: that 
the ſmaller and more inconfiderable affairs of the world, 111 gow 


x 


Wands, w 
; nd beſt 
Wife, and 


Dii minora negligunt neque agellos fingulorum & witicy 
bas perſequuntur, The gods overlook ſmaller matters, ar 
do not mind every man's little field and wine, Such ins 


perfe& apprehenſions had they of the providence of Co ang + 
And tho* they would ſeem hereby to conſult the d.yniy Eſpecially 
and eaſe of the Deity, by exempting him from the carc nMMWrtr1 ah] 


trouble of leſſer matters, yet in truth and reality, theycal 
a diſhonourable refletion upon him, as if it weie a bur 
then to infinite knowledge, and power, and gooecis, t 
take care of every thing, 

But now divine revelation hath put this matter ontd 
doubt, by afluring us ef Goy's particular care of ! 
perſons and events? Our SAviou tells us, that Gov 
providence extends to the leaſt and moſt inconficert. 


Wcing a 
Wo 0D, if 
Wure, and 
reſent lif 
nen ſhall 
pcre: An 
ind diſord 
df being « 
ade mar 
End that t 
Ind remay 
4: ly of prex 
end yet net one of them falleth ts the ground wot! Gl this, it 
Mat.x.29.Much more doth the providence of G0» exit many 
to men, which are creatures far more confider16/:, 7Wne ſyfer 
to the very leaſt thing that belongs to us, 79 !* nd unegy 
hairs of our head, which are all numbered, Otis er this, 1 
inſtance that can be thought on, Very man 
So that the light of nature owns a more g£en!r2! lMhere will 
vidence ; and divine revelation hath reQificd t110% pf letting 
perfeftions which men had avout it, and hath ſation then, e 
us, that it extends itſelf to all particulars, and eve) Wain of þjs 


fo-morrow is caſt into the oven, Mat. vi. 30. Te th 
fowls ef the air, and that to the leaſt of them, Gt 


4 


to the ſparrows, two of which are ſold for a fariving 


is 
u 


Wer. $4. in his providence. I17 


- Who ways incredible, confidering the infinite perfetion of 
iy Withe divine nature, in reſpe&t of which Gop can with 
of Ws much and greater eaſe take care of every thing, than 


Zthe great foundation of religion, Men therefore pray 
to Gor for the good they want, and to be freed from the 


+ards and hears them. Men therefore make conſcience 
bf their duty, becauſe they believe Go obſerves them, 
nd will reward and puniſh their good and evil deeds, 
$o that take away the providence of Gop, and we 
pull down one of the main pillars upon which religion 
Mands, we rob ourſelves of one of the greateſt comforts 
Bad beſt refuges in the afflictions and calamities of this 
Yife, and of all our hopes of happineſs in the next, 
E And though there be many diforders in the world, 
Specially in the affairs of men, the moſt irregular and 
Wn:raftable piece of GoD's creation ; yet this is far from 
Scing a ſufficient objeQtion againſt the providence of 
Wo», if we conſider that Gor made man a free cre: 
ure, and capable of abuſing his liberty, and intends this 
reſent life for a ſtate of trial in order to another, where 
men ſhall receive the juſt recompence of their aCtions 
cre: And then if we conſider, that many of the evils 
nd diſorders, which GoD permits to happen, are capable 
df being over-ruled by him to a greater good, and are 
ade many times to ſerve wiſe and excellent purpoſes, 
nd that the providence of Gop does ſometimes viſibly 
ind remarkably interpoſe, for the prevention and reme- 
ly of great diſorders and confuſions ; I ſay, conſidering 
ll this, it is no blemiſh to the divine providence, to per- 
it many of thoſe irregularities which are in the world, 
nc ſuffer the fates of good and bad men to be ſo croſs 
Ind unequal 1n this life, For, ſuppoſing another life atf- 
 101er this, wherein men ſhall come to an account, and 
very man ſhall receive the juſt recompence of his ations, 
here will then be a proper ſeaſon and full opportunity 
df ſetting all things ſtreight, and no man ſhall have rea- 
n then, either to glory in his wickedneſs, or to com- 
van of his ſufferings in this world, This is the ms 
| aaet 
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the leaſt things and moſt inconſiderable. And this is . 


Be can do of any one thing 3 ,and the belief of this is 


Evils they fear, becauſe they believe that he always re- _ 
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that God's providence governs the world, and inter-9; MF ferings 
itſelf in the affairs of men, and diſpoſeth of all event; WM ſhips a 
that happen to them ; and this is a very gocd rea ME dem ? 
why we ſhould caſt our patticular cares upon him, who [WE deal of 
hath undertaken the government of the whole, | raiſed t 
2. The providence of Gon is more peculiarly con. {MW rather, 
cerned far good men, and he takes a more particular a4 MW towards 
eſpecial care of them. The apoſtle ſpeaks this to cli. WM to his 


ſtians, caſt all your care on h:m, for he carcth for you, if And is 
And this David limits in a more particular manner to {MW and as:r 
 £ood men ; caft thy burden up9n the LoRD, and 5: will Miter and 


fuſtain thee 3 he fhall never ſuffer the righteous to be mov 
&d. 

The providence of Gop many times preſerves 90 
men from. thoſe evils which happen to others, and by a 
peculiar and remarkable .interpoſition, reſcues then 
out. of thoſe calamities which it ſuffers others to fall in. 
to; and Gon many times bleffeth good men with re- 
markable proſperity and ſucceſs in their affairs. To 
which purpoſe there are innumerable declarations and 
promiſes in the holy ſcriptures, fo well known that [ 
thall not trouble you with the recital of them, 

Notwithſtanding which it cannot be denied, that good 
men fell into many evils, and are harralled with prot 
affictions in this world ; But when the providence 
Gop uſually ordereth it ſo, that they are armed wit 


bfir a 126 
Leterral q 
Thus 
eneral ; 
jevents ; 
for good 
et US Ni 
Wpcrſuade 
 \HHhs care 
cence 
bod ſolici 
thitto G 


[7 as, Nat 


'F, UPOr 


creat patience to bear them, and find great comfort andſ# 1. Beca 
1uppo:t under them, and make better uſe and improve-;WP the deft 
ment of them than others ; ſo that one way or oth: 2. Beca 
they turn to their advantage, So the apoſtle affnres uscod. 

| Rom, viii. 28, We know that all things work together jill 1» Beca 


good to them that love God, All the evils and aAiftiongW* 11 the | 


which happen to good men, conſpire one way or ot!:r ie to hay 
to the promoting of their happineſs, many times in th conduE 
world, to be ſure they make a great addition to it iMuaQtion 
the other, So the ſame apoſtle tells us, 2 Cer. iv. 17, 13'icting thi 
Our light afflition, which is but for a moment, worict "EN We are 
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of '\* Uſpalal 
euh:!f} wve look not, &c, And can we ſay Gop's provi The 
dence neglects us, when he rewards our temporal unpnce and 


ferin 
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| ferings with eternal glory : When through many hard. 
* ſhips and tribulations, be at laſt brings us to a king- 
| dom? Was Joſeph neglefted by Gop, when by a great 
| deal of hard uſage, and a long impriſonment, he was 


| raiſed to the higheſt dignity in a great kingdom? Or 
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| rather, was not the providence of Gop very remarkable 
| towards him, in making thoſe ſufferings ſo many fteps 
' to his glory, and the occaſion of this advancement ? 
| And is not God's providence. towards good men as kind 
and 2s remarkable, in bringing them to an infinitely bet= 
| ter and more glorious kingdom, by tribulation and ſuf- 
| ferings 3 and making eur light affiiftions which are but 
| fir a moment, to work for us a far more exceeding and 
| eternal weight of glory. 


Thus you ſee what is implied in Gop's care of us in 
enexal 5 that he governs the world, and diſpoſeth all 
events 3 and particularly, that he is peculiarly concern'd 
for good men, and takes a more eſpecial care of them. 
et us now fee of. what force this confideration is, to 
_perſuade to the Guty enjoined In the text, zo caſt all 
your care upon Gop ; that is, after all prudent care and 
Wilgence hath been ufed on our part, not to be anxious 
nd ſolicitous about the event of things, but to leave 
thitto Gop. Now this conſideration, that God cares 
fr us, ould be an argument to us, to caſt cur care upon 
$:7:, upon theſe tivo accounts, 

1. Becauſe if G97 cares for us, our concernments are 
ht the deft and ſafeft hands, | 

2. Becauſe all our anxiety and folicitude will do us no 
cod, | 

1, Becauſe if Gon cares for us, our concernments 
re 1n the bet ard fafeRt hands, ard where we ſhould de- 
e to have them ; infinitcly ſafer, than under any care 
id conduQ of our own, And this ought to be a great 
nisfaftion to our minds, and to free us from all diſ- 
ting thoughts ; for if God undertakes the care of us, 
ln we are ſure that notbing ſhall happen to us, but by 
te diſpoſal or permiflion of infinite wifdom and gocd= 
's. There are many thisgs, indeed, which to us ſeem 
ance and accident ; but ui reſpect of God, they are 
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providence and defign 3 they may appear to happen by MW mult « 
chance, or may procced from the ill-will and malicious MW natura 
intent of ſecond cauſes, but they are all wiſely deſigned ; WW Deity) 
and as they are appointed or permitted by GoD, they WM firit th 
are the reſult of the deepeſt counſel], and the preatef MW had vo. 
goodneſs. And can we wiſh that we and our concern. WM care of 
ments ſhou'd be in better or ſafer hands than of infinite Wto Go 
power and wiſdom, in conjunction, with infinite love {Mimporty 
and goodneſs ? And if we be careful to do our duty, and {Wcernme! 
to demean ourſelves towards GoD as we ought, we may ot them 
reſt aſſured cf his love and care of us ; and if we do in ty, give 
£00d carneſt believe the providence of Gop, we cannot Mifvern hir 
but think that he hath a peculiar regard to thoſe that beſt. 
love and ferve him, and that he will take a peculir MW Now i 
care of their concernments, and that he can, and will {our defirc 
diſpoſe them better for us than we could manage then {WMoice in 11 
ourſelves, if we were left to curſelves, and our affanMſbave befa 
were put into the hands of our own council, Cre and. 
Put the caſe we had the entire ordering and diſpoſal of iſjing to 
ourſelves, what were reaſonable for us to do in this caſz?MWands, wr: 
We would ſurely, according to our beſt wiſdom and jug! do al 
ment, do the be{t we could for ourſelves ; and when uparm perſu, 


experience of our own manifold ignorance and weakne\; WW=nces of 
we had found our weightieſt affairs and defigns frequentiitier but | 
to miſcarry, ſor want of forefight, or power, or {::!! uMives, if w 
obviate and prevent the infinite hazards and diſappoint] And it i, 
ments w hich human affairs are liable to, we ſhould thaffWat the ve 


look about us; and if we knew any perſon much wiſz 9 upon t} 
and more powertul than ourſelves, who we believed W'uments t 
heartily love us, and wiſh well to us, we would out « 


kindneſs to ourſelves, aſk his council in our affairs, ps 
crave his aſſiſtance ; and if we could prevail with him! = 
undertake the care of our concernments, we would con de 

Chartoy 


mit-them all to his conduct and government, in coni 
dence of his great wiſdom and good-will to us; ave it, fa 

Now Gop is ſuch an one, he loves us as well 2s imine 20h; 
do ourſelyes, and defires our happineſs as much, fe ; and 2/ 
knows infinitely better than we do, what mears ]W-ef, 2rd ; 
moſt conducing to it, and will moft efFectually ſecure Wit which 7; 
And everv man Chat believes thus of Gon, {28 £v2r7 IP dear 


"n 
01. 


in his providence. 12x 


er. 84. 


| muſt do, that believes there is a God, for theſe are th 


: | natural and eſſential notions which all men have of the 
\ WW Deity) I ſay, every man that believes thus of God, the 
> W &:t thing he would do (if he knew not already that Gop 
4 | had voluntarily, and of his own accord, undertaken the 
6 E care of him and of his affairs) would be to apply himſelf 
i to GoD, and to beſeech him with all earneftneſs and 


limportunity, that he would permit him to refer his con- 
cernments to him, and be pleaſed to undertake the care 
of them 3 and he would, without any demur or difficul- 
ty, give up himſelf wholly to him, to guide and go- 
fern him, and to diſpoſe of him as to him ſhould ſeem 
beſt, | | 

| Now if Gop have prevented us herein, and without 
bur defire taken this care upon himſelf, we ought to re- 
Foice in it, as the greateſt happineſs that could poſſibly 
have befallen us; and we ſhould withont any farther 
Fare and anxiety, uſing our own beſt diligence, and fln- 
ying to pleaſe him, chearfully leave ourſelves in his 
jands, with the greateſt confidence and ſecurity, that he 
dildo all that for us which is really beſt ; and with a 
m perſuaſion, that that condition, and thoſe circum- 
ances of life, which ac ſhall chuſe for us, will be no 
ther but the very ſame which we would chuſe for our- 
Ives, if we were as wife as he, 

| And it 1s ſo natural for men to think thus of Goo, 
at the very heathen poet had the ſame idea of him, 
d upon that ground adviletl us to commit all our con- 
rments to him. 
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ave 1t, ſays he, to the wiſer gods, to conſider and de- 


1} as iO mine what is pireeſt for thee, and moſt for thy advan- 
> pe 5 and though they do not always give thee what thou 


2 freft, and that which pleaſeth thee beſt, yet they will give 
ecurÞ WI which 1s mof? fit and convenient for thee ; for man 1s 
vor; "'* dear to the gods than he ts to bimſ:lf, Not much 
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different from this is the divine counſel of Solomon, Mp foever 
Prov, it, 5, 6, Truft in the Lonp with all thine heart ; WM heaven, 
ard lean not unto thine own underſtanding. In all thy way; WM and hui 
acknowledge him, and be ſhall direft thy paths, It is Ml peace, + 
confiderable who it is that gives this advice 3 the 9vi{ft WF ſremerh 
of the ſons of men ; and yet he adviſeth to rruft i» Gov WM We 
for diretion, and not to lean t9 cur ewn underflandings, MW which | 
If therefore we be fully perſuaded of Gop*s infinitely MW poverty 
wiſe and good providence, we ought certainly to refer our. Wof our 1 
ſelves to him, and perfeCtly to acquieſce in his diſpoſal, MWiflitions 
and to reſt ſatisfied in whatever he does, and whatever Wwhen w 
eondition he afſigns to us, we ought to be contented with {Withem to 


it : if we be not, we find fault with his wiſdom, and re- Wand full 
proach his goodneſs, and wiſh the government of ths {prone to 
world in better hands, | raſhly cc 

So that a firm belief of the providence of Go», as it Whit for the 
would take away all anxiety concerning future events, Minenorant 


ſo would it likewiſe ſilence all thoſe murmurings and cif. 
contents which are apt to ariſe in us, when things fall 
out croſs to our defires, when diſaſters and diſappoint- 
ments happen to us, and the providence of Gop caſts uy 


ray befo 
f Gor, 
"not (: 
from the 


into ſickneſs, or poverty, or diſgrace. This quieted Da- {WſWiole de 
vid, when he was ready to break out into murmuring at Wpimire t} 
the affliftions and calamities which befel him. 7 be'd ry iſo be ve: 
peace (ſays he) and ſpake not a word, becauſe thou Lon Whole m; 
didft it, And this likewiſe ſhould keep us from fretting Ws moſt fo 
and vexing at inſtruments, and ſecond cauſes ; to conli- ver it m 
der that the wiſe providence of God over-ruleth and i Wiyſick is 
poſeth the aftions of men, and that no harm can h:y-{ſhan the 

pen to us without his permiſſion. This conſideration re-M2mpoſeth 
ftrained David's anger, under that high provocation offFÞ in ordey 
Shimei, when he followed him reproaching him ans life az 
curſing him ; Jet him alone, the Log Þ hþ-th ſaid unto bin rovidence 
curſe David, He conſidered that GoÞ'*s providence per-p3d if we 
mitted it ; and looking upon it as coming from a hight byſician, 

hand, this calm*d his paſſion, and made him bare it patixſ#! his pro, 


ently, If a man be walking in the ftreet, and on: flingee'her fo, 
water upon him, it is apt to proveke him beyond al When c 
patience ; but no man is in a paſſion for being wet ta the diſc 
times as mueh by rain from heaven, What __ ur at thi 

. EV 
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| foever befalleth us, when we conſider it as coming from 
; | heaven, and ordered and permitted, there, this will Qill 
» and huſh our paſhon, and make us with Eli to hold our 
is {W peace, or only to ſay, It zs rhe Lonp, lt him do what 
"Y ſeemeth him good, 
i» WW We are indeed liable to many things in this world, 
| which have a great deal of evil and affliction in them, to 
| poverty and pain, and reproach, and reftraint, and the loſs 
lof our friends and near relations, and theſe are great af- 
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2, Wfictions, and very croſs and diſtaſtful to us ; and therefore | | 
ver Wwhen we are in danger of any of theſe, and apprehend ih 
ith Withem to be making towards us, we are apt to be anxious L.1 
re- Wznd full of trouble, and when they befall us we are a 
tis Wprone to cenſure the providence of Gon, and to judge | 

raſhly concerning 1t, as if all things were not ordered by 0 
5 it Wit for the beſt : but we ſhonld conſider, that we are very 4 


henorant and {hort-fighted creatures, and ſee but a little 
ray before us, are not able to penetrate into the deſigns 


"ts, 


iv, 
1 
Mo 


fall of God, and to look to the end of his. providence, We 

int. ſesonot (as Solomon exprefieth it) ſee the work of Gop \ 
i; vs ro the beginnrrg! to the end ; whereas if we ſaw the 4 
Dz- Whole defign of providence together, we ſhould ſtrangely t 


ne at WPdmire the beauty and proportion of it, and ſhould ſee jt | 

d my ſo be very wiſe and good, And that which upon the i 
020 MMvhole matter, and in the laſt iflue and reſult of things, 
ting Ws moſt for our good, is certainly beſt, how grievous ſo- 


confi. {Ever it may ſeem for the preſent, Sickneis' cauſed by | 
d iſ. {Wiyfick is many times more troubleſome for the preſent 13 
h:y-han the diſeaſe we take it for ; but every wiſe man | | 
on re-ME2mpoſeth himſelf to bear it as well as he can, becauſe it 4 
on offs in order to his health ; The evils and afflitions of A's 


a andi8-1is life are the phyfick, and means of cure, which the 
0 hin Wrovidence of God is often neceſſitated to make uſe of ; 
ce perend if we did truſt ourſelves in the hands of this great 
highet byfician, we ſhould quietly ſubmit to all the ſeverities 
+ patio! his providence, in confidence that they would all avork 
1 linger ber for our 290d, 
ond ly When children are under the government of parents, 
wet tay the diſcipline of their teachers, they are apt to mur- 
2lamity]Pur at them, and think it very hard to be denied fo 
ſocveil L 3 many WW 
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many things which they deſire, and to be conſtrained 
by ſeverities to a great many things which are grievoug 
and tedious to them : but the parent and the maſter 
know very well, that it is their ignorance and inconfider. 
ateneſs which makes them to think ſo, and that when 
they come to years, and to underſtand themſelves bett:r, 
then they will acknowledge, that all that which gave 
them ſo much diſcontent, was really for their good, and 
that it was their childiſhneſs and folly, which fnade them 
to think otherwiſe, and that they had in all probability 
been undone, had they been indulged in their humour, 
and permitted in every thing to have their own will; 
they had not wit and conſideration enough, to truſt the 


_ diſcretion of their parents and governors, and to be- 


lieve that even thoſe things which were ſo diſpleaſing 
to them, would at laſt tend to their good, 

There is a far greater diſtance between the wiſdom 
of Goy and men, and we are infinitely more ignorant 
and childiſh in reſpe& of Gop, than our children are in 
reſpe&t of us; and being perſuaded of this, we ought to 
reckon, that while we are in this world, under Gov's 
care and diſcipline, it is neceitary for our good, that wv: 
be reſtrained in many things, which we eagerly defre; 
and ſuffer many things that are grievous to us ; and tht 
when we come to heaven, and are grown up to be men, 
and have put away childiſh thoughts, and are come tv 
underſtand things as they truly are, and not in a r- 
dle, and darkneſs, as we now do; then the judgrrint 
cf Gov, vill break forth as the light, and the r1gh4te:|+ 
neſs of all his dealings as the ro9n-day, then all the 
riddles of providence will be clearly expounded to us, 2nd 
we ſhall ſee a plain reaſon for all thoſe diſpenſations, 
which were ſo much ſtumbled at, and acknowledge 
the great wiſdom and goodneſs of them. 

You ſee then what reaſon there is ts refer ourſ*!10s 
to the providence of Gov, and to caft all our care 1p 
him, to truſt him with the adminiſtration and {70a 
of our concernments, and firmly to believe, that | 
we love Gop, and be careful to pleaſe him, every 1% 
in the iflue will turn to the beſt for us z and ihere!f! 
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us @ events of things, but reſign up ourſelves to the good 
ter WW pleaſure of him, who diſpoſeth all things according to 
r. & the counſel of his will, entirely truſting in his good- 
cn | neſs, and in his fatherly care of us, and affetion to us ; 
-r, W that he will order all things for us, for the beſt, re- 
ave MW ferring the ſucceſs of all our concernments to him, in 
and WW whoſe hands are all the ways of. the children of men, 
\em MW chearfully ſubmitting to his determination, and the 
lity W declarations of his providence in every caſe, | 
"Ur, And this is a proper expreflion of our confidence in 
ill; WW Gop's wiſdom and goodneſs, to refer things to him 
the MW before the event, and to ſay with the Chriſtians, Acts 
be- WW xxi. 14. The will of the Lord be done ; becauſe this 
ſing MW fiews that we are perſuaded that Gop will do better for 
| vs, than our own counſel and choicez and to ſubmit 
dom WW to bis will after the event, is likewiſe a great inſtance of 
orant MW our confidence in him, and that we believe that he 
re in {Wi hath done that which is beſt: For when Goy, by 
ht ro {WY his providence, declares his will in any caſe, we ſhould 
3 00's Wi {cok upon it, as the ſentence of a wiſe and juſt judge, 
at w: {Win which all parties concerned ought to acquieſce, and reſt 
efire; MW fully fatisfied. | 
1 that UW And this may well be expeCted from us chriſtians, who 
' men, WW have much greater affurance of the particular providence 
me to Woof Gor, than the heathens had and yet ſome of them, 
2 rid. {Were able to free themſelves from all trouble and anxie- 
ten:nt MWity, from murmuring and diſcontent. Upon this con- 
hrcorſe ideration, Epiftetus (as Arrian tells us) would expreſs 
all the nſelf thus, I had alzvays rather have that which bap- 
1s, and Wpers ; becauſe I efteem that better which Gop wills, than 
ſation, Pat which © ſhould will: and again, lift up thine 
»wled yer, (ſays he) wurrb confidence ro God, and ſay, bence- 
oth, LonD, deal with me as thou pleaſeſt, cgaroyvumuns 


urſeleiut, iO £iput, I amofthe ſame opinion with thee, juſ* 
re nooner the fame mind that theu art ; I refuſe nothing that 
6: (oolalie' rs g10d to thee 5 Toad me where thou eoilt, cloath me 
that "1 what garments thou pleaſeſt, ſet me in a publick 


ry (010 '4ce, or rep me 1 @ prevale condition, continue me tn 
there! | | 718 


we ſhould not anxiouſly trouble ourſelves about: the. 


&il 
% 
#- 
{ 
Y' 
1 FW 
58 
'3'$ 
+'J 
| 
Ji} 
4 
$ Xt 


_ 
o 
CEE nr ine Oi I Oe __—_—_ 


—_ Cd _ eras er 4 
pm mnmn—_  < ——_—_— wm _ umm -pamo—a—eaes 


126 The wiſdom of GoD ver. 84, 


mine own country, Or baniſh me from t, beſiny 
avealth upon me, or leaws. me to conflict and ſirupglt 
with. poverty, which of theſe thou pleaſeſt, tym go; vis 
& Traviey TETWw e's avlewm?y eng ooant. If mem 
fpall cenſure this providence towards me, and ſay thou 
dealeft hardly with me, I will apo!ogize for thee, T7 will 
undertake and maintain thy cauſe, that what thou dof 
beſt for me, What could a Chriſtan ſay more or better, 
by way of reſignation of himſelf to the providence of 


. Gop ? It almoſt tranſports me to read ſuch pallags 


from a heathen, eſpecially if we conſider in what con- 
dition Epictetus was, he had a maimed and deiormed 
body, was in the extremity of poverty, a flave, and 
cruelly and tyrannically uſed, fo that we can hardly im- 
azine a man in worle and more wretched circumſtances ; 
and yet he juſtifies the providence of God in all thi, 
and not onlv ſubmits to his condition, but 1s contentel 
with it, and embraces it, and fince Gop hath thouct 
it fitteſt and beſt for him, he is of the fame mind, and 
thinks ſo too, T confeis it doth not move me to hear 
Seneca, who flowed with wealth, and I:ved at eat, 
to talk magnificently, arid to flight poverty and pan, 
as not worthy the name of evil and trouble : But tc is 
this poor man, in the loweſt condition and worſt circum: 
ſtances of humanity, bear up ſo bravely, aud with ſuc 
a chearfulneſs and ſerenity of mind to entertain his hirl 
tortune ; and this not out of ſtupidity, but from a wil 
ſenſe of the providence of Gow, and a firry perſuzk- 
on of the wiidom and goodneſs of all his dealings, this 
who can chulſe but be affefted with it, as an admire 
temper fora chriſtian, much more for a heathen! To 
which we may apply that ſaving of our LoaD, co 
cerning the heathen centurion, Yerily, T ſay unis yi 
1 have not feund ſo great faith, no not in Tſract ; ſo wile, 
ſo equal, fo firm a temper of mind is ſeldom to be found 
no not amoneſt chriſtians. And this 1s a firm conlide 
ration, that if Gop cares for us, we and our cn 
- cernments are in the beſt and ſafeſt hands, and tuerod 
we ſhould caſt all our care upon GoD, Tar 
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v # 24:is, Becauſe all our anxiety and care will do us na 
le IÞ g00d; on the contrary, it will certainly do us hurt, We 
:» I may fret and vex our ſpirits, and make them reſtleſs in 
-» WW the contemplation of the evils and dilapointments which 
2u Wwe are afraid of, and may make our lives miſerable, in 
1/1 Wthe ſad refleftions of our own thoughts; but we cannot, 
's (by all our anxiety and care controul the courſe of things 
ir, Wand alter the deſigns of providence ; we cannot by all 
of Wour vexation and trouble over-rule events, and make 
10 Withings happen as we would have them. And this is 
1» Wthe argument our SAv1ouR uſed to this very purpoſe, 
med Wat. vi. 27. Which of you by taking thought, can add 
and Wore cube to his flature ? So that all this trouble is un- 
\m- {Whcaſonable and to no purpoſe, becauſe it hath no in» 
ce3 ; Wfnence on the event, either to promete or hinder it, 
ths, WT hings are governed and diſpoſed by an higher hand, and 
cntcl {placed out of our reach 5 we may deliberate and contrive, 
1u%0t and uſe our beſt endeavours for the effeAting our de- 
, anl Whiens, but we cannot ſecure the event againſt a thou» 
_ hex Ward interpolitions of divine providence, which we can 
cafe, Wcither foreſee nor hinder 3 but yet notwithſtanding, 
p21, WWheſe our endeavours are the procuring of good and pre- 
tc 10: Wention of evil, and though they may miſcarry, yet 
rcu- Whey are all we can do; But after this is done, trouble 
n ſuct nd anxiety about the event is the vaineſt thing in 
1s hr Whe world, becauſe it is to no purpoſe, nor doth 
a wit at all conduce to what we defire;z we diſquiet 
erſuth-Wurſelves in vain, and we diſtruſt God's providence 
3, 1115 Wnd care of us, and thereby provoke him to defeat and 
111/101 Wſappoint us, 
r. | 108 Let us then by theſe conſiderations be perſuaded 
, cid this duty, the praftice whereof is of continual and 
ni }"Wniverſal uſe in the whole courſe of our lives ; in all 
ſo wile r affairs and concernments, after we have uſed our 
e foreſt endeavours, let us fit down and be ſatisfied, and 
fer the reſt to Goy, whole providence governs the 
our COMiorld, and takes care of our intereſts, and the intereſt 
L010 bis church and religion, when they ſeem to be in 
eateſt danger, 


contig 


We 
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We cannot but be convinced, that this 1s very rea. 
fonable, to leave the management of things to him wh 
made them, and therefore underſtands beſt how to or. 
der them. . The government of the world is a very cy. i © 
rious and complicate thing, and not to be tampered Cc FE 
with by every unſkilful hand 3 and therefore as an un. MW 
{kiltul man, after he hath tampered a great while with IM 
a watch, thinking to bring it into better order, and is WT he 
at laſt convinced that he can do no good upon it; car. 
ries it to him that made it, to mend it, and- put it in!9 
order, ſo mu we do, after al} our care and anxicty 1. {MW 
bout our own private concernments, or -the publick 
ſtate of things, we muſt give over governing. the 
world, as a buſineſs paſt our ſkill, as a province to 
hard, and a knowledge too wonderful tor us, aid 
leave it to him, who made the world, to govern it 
and take care of it, ; 

And if we be not thus affefted and diſpoſed, we do MW Have 
not believe the providence ef Gop, whatever proicfion Will treaci 
we make of it; if we d:d, it would have an influence Whore part 
upon our minds, to fre? us from anxious care and iſferf:ndin 
diſcontent, Were we firmly perſuaded of the wiſdom WMWrit of + 
and goodneſs of the C:vine providence, we fhould con- Milſcis in th 
£dently rely upon it, and according to the apoltle's Whoken to 
advice here .n tue text, caſt all our care upon bim, be-ifeu!a: 
eauſe he careth for us, | d-203 of 
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iERMON LXXXV. 


p* The wiſdom of Gon in the- re- 
_ demption of mankind. 


1 CUR 5 3 


211 We CHRisT, the prwer of GonD, and the ww: (dr: 
n of 
'n it of GoD. 


© do AW Have in the ordinary courſe of my preaching been 

Aficn MR treating of the attributes and perte&tions of Gov, 

uevce iſore particuuarly thoſe which relate to the divine nn- 

- and ſerfznding ; the knowledge and wiſdom of Gor, The 

i(dom WWWett of theſe 1 have finiſhed ; and made fome pro- 

con- {cis in the tecond, the wiſdom of Gop : which I have 

le's oken to in general, and have propounded more par- 

n, bee Weviarly to confider thoſe famous inftances and argu- 

ears of the divine wiſdom in the creation ef the 

orid © the government of it 5 and the redemption of 

nd by TeESUs CirIsST., Thetwo firſt of theſe 

have i fakes to, namely, the wiſiom of GoD, which 

pp2ars 1n the creation and government of the world, 

now come to the 

Wd mitance of the divine wiſdom, the redemption 
mankind by Jz5vs CunismT; which I ſhall, by 
0D's _Alteance, {pezk to trom theſe words, CHrisT, 

Wi {gon of GoD. 


[The avolic in the beginning of. this epiſtle, upon oc= 
on or tis mentioning the divifions and parties that 
7 2mong tne Corinthians, where cne faid, I am of 
LS another, I am or Avollos 5 21ks them, whether 
= WI. C6:hcd- 100 them ?. or Whether. they were 
baptized 
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baptized into the name of Paul? To convince thm MW 7. 
that they could not pretend this, that they were bay. W all alo 
tized into his name, he tells them at the 14, and 15th MW uſd t 
verſes ; that he had not ſo much as baptized any of W cf nat 
them, except two or three ; fo far was he from having MW now 1 
baptized them into his own name ; and at the 17th {Wlicht © 
verſe, he ſays, that his work, his principal work, wa Wmanife 
to preach the goſpel, which he had done, not with hu. Wc/zre 74 
man eloquence, not in wiſdom of words, but with great ]Wh:s bar 
Plainneſs and ſimplicity, leſt the croſs of Cir 15T hovll Miforth t/ 


-4 


be made of none effect ; leſt, if he ſhould Have ved {Mand Ra: 


any artifice, the goſpel ſhould have been lefs powert:, Mredemp! 
And indeed his: preaching was unafteQedly plain, 2n4rere of 
therefore the goſpel did ſeem to very many to bs aThe ſh; 
fooliſh and ridiculous thing, The ftory which thy Mnderta 
told of Car1sT crucified, was to the Feros @ /frrr:5i.npe iſlet this, 
black, and ta the Gentiles foolrjhneſs, The Jews, whoWanding 


expected another kind of Mefſias, that ſhouid core inthe apo 


great pornp and glorv, to be a mighty temporal prince, 
they were angry at the ſtory of a crucified Cn 2157, 
The Greeks, the philoſophers, who expected 10:2 cu- 
rious theories, adorned with eloquenc?, and del;yerrd 
and laid down according to the exact rules of art, they 


5 the 267 
& no na' 
annot £1 
D lead ar 
nly depe 


derided this plain and ſimple relation ot CHRIST, anole cofpe 
of the goſpel, be hidde 

But though this deſign of the goipe] appeared filly aner/d vs; 
fooliſh to raſh and inconſ:;derate and prejud:cea minugorld br; 

#7: 2997 Ul 4 - ialls ft FY | Ls AT. FOETES 

yet to {mem toat are caiieg, fo them tat Dolivrcyn, þ, 
both Fees and Gertites, CBRIST, we power v5 toiWcbes of 
and the wiſilom of God; CirisT, tizat is, the waiyttr al! « 


of our redemptioa by J=sus CHeisT, wich ln ; 
apoſtle preached, the wiidom of Gop, an en..zit Which þ, 
ſtance of it. | his work; 
So that the rederpiion of man by JEsvs Cn 5 Wrious an, 

1s a defign or aarnirabie wiidom , know 
This I ſhall endeavour to confirm t© you 5 Lncipatit; 
F. By general teſtimonies of ſcripture. Anu, bon the 
II. By a more particular enquiry into the at ue gl, By « 
this dehgn, and the means how 45 3s accomplice. Bis deſign 
TH dom, 


Yor, Y 
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*M 1. By teſtimonies from ſcripture. You know I have 
ip- Þ all along, in my diſcourſes of the artributes of ' Gop, 
«th I uſed this method of proving them, from the dictates 
of W cf natural light, and the revelation of ſcripture : But 


ring MW now 1 muſt forſake my wonted method, for here the 


7th {MW light of nature leaves me. The wiſdom of creation 1s 
was WE manifeſt in the things which are made 3 the beawens dc 
hu. {MW c/are the glory of Gon's wiſdom, and the firmanent ſhows 
ret Wis bandy-wvort, The works of Gop do preach and ct 
ould Wforth the wiſdom of the Creator ; but the fun, moon, 
uſed MWand ftars, do not preach the goſpel, The witdom of 
rfl, redemption is 2vrſdom in a myſtery, hidden wviſdom, xclich 
, 2nd rence of the princes, or philoſophers, of this wvarls knew, 
> 1]WThe ſharpeſt wits, and the higheſt and moſt raiſed 
"or Mipnderſtandings amongſt the heathens, could ſay nothing 
\';x7- iſp! this. Here the wifdom of the wife, and the under- 
_ vhoanding of the prudent is poſed, and we may make 
7c inthe apoſtle's challenge, v. 20. of this chapter, 7Fhere 
rrince iſs the v7ſe, 2obere 1s the diſputer of this World ? There 
8 no natural light diſcovers CtriST; the wiſe men 
annot find him out, unleſs a ſtar be created on purpoſe 
lead and dire&t them to him, "Fherefore inthis I :5!l 
nly depend upon divine revelation, 1 Cor. li. 7, 8, 
e goſpel 1s called the 2v:ſdom of Cop in a myſtery, even 
e hidden =viſdom wuwhich GoD ordained before the 
orld unto our glory 3 which none of the princes of this 
orld knew. Eph. 1. 7, 8. In <vbom wwe bave redemption 
rough bis blood, the forgiveneſs of fins, according to the 
ches of bis grace, wherein be bath abounded toward 
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the wah !n all wwiſdem and prudence. Eph, iii. 10, T1, Th- 
ich Wicrrfold wiſdom of GoD, according to the eternal purp: je 


nent Wlbich be purpoſed in ChrIsT JESUS our LOKD, 
his work of our redemption by JEsus CHRIST is fo 
rious and admirable, that it is not below the angels 
d know and underſtand it, To the intent, that unto 
incipatities and poxvers in k'averly places, might b2 

bon the manifold 2viſdom of Gov. 
16) 17 OIL. By enquiring more particularly into the nature of 
lifi.co. WS deſign and the means how it is accompliſhed, This 
i, :idom, to fit mcans to ends ; and the more difficult 


You, YL, M. the 


(1 819 


\ 
1 
»y 


ow. ng 
_ = 


132 Thewiſdomof Gon Ser. 8, M Se 


the end, the greater wiſdom is required to find ou WF © 
ſuitable nd ſufficient means for the accompliſhmn; M fet 
of the end, Now the wiſdom of redemption will av. W fery 
pear, if we conſider the caſe of fallen man ; and "ny FELY 
fit, and proper, and ſuitable means, the wiſdom of Goo WF ince 
hath deviſed for our recovery, | | het 
1. Let us conſider the cafe of fallen man, whic| T he fo 
very {d, bes in reſpect of the miſery, and the 28M ther 
culty of | finne; 
1. It refoedt of the miſery of - Man, who vi.lM or c 
wade holy and upright by Goy», Roving, by bi. vw. IT, 
funtary tranſereſlion, and wiltul | difobeience, t1.1:1]W Gop 
from him, d.d preſently fink into a corrupt ani MF hath « 


generate, jnto a miſerable and curſed condition, oi difficu 
which heaven and earth, and his own conſcience |: The S: 
him witneſs, Man, being become a finner, js not on the 0 
deprived of the image of Gop, but is lable to hi ture of 


Juſtice 3 here was his miſery. i maſce | 


The difficulty of the caſe was this, man con'd no reſpond 
recover himſelf and raiſe himſelf out of his own ruin {Moll by 
no creature was able to do it; ſo that our help 1s on dcmvtic 


in GoD; and indeed he 1s a merc:iin}) Gop, and doth nofWſtin and 
Gefre our ruin, nor delight in cur deſtruction : But tw life. © 
peſe his mercy never ſo willing to fave us, will not lMour red 
holinefs, and juſtice, and truth, check thok tornn{toraris 
1nclinations of his goodneſs, and hinder all the dv:iiÞthe we: 
of his mercy ? Is not fin contrary to the huly nature ſÞſmage a: 
God ? Hath not he declared his infinite hatred > Meand he 6 
Tath not he threatned it with heavy and EY £7. For o; 
nihments ? and faid, that the fenner fall We, th Th 
evill not- acgq:itt the gaitty, nor let fin ge unt as is 
Should he now, without any ſatisfaction to A - 03:neompliſh 
ed juſtice, pardon the finner, remit his I 7. Th 
ind” receive him to favour ? Weuld this be agrceobic Wn that 
his holineſs, and juſtice, and truth ” Would 11s O'S infint 
come the wiſe governor of the world, who loves 11:f his pe 
teouineſs and order; who hates fin, and 15 0+:g:6 n him, y 
the eficntial recitude of his nature to &:1countciltc a reco 
G7 2 2, The 
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So that here 1s a conflit of the attributes and per= 


| fections of Gop, The mercy of Qop pities our mi- 
| ſery, and would recover us, would open paradice to us z 
| but there is a flaming ſword that keeps us out ; the 
| incenſed juſtice of GoD that muſt be ſatizicd ; and if 
| he takes vengeance of us, we are eternally ruined ; if 
he ſpare us, how ſhall mercy and juſtice meet toge= 
ther ? how ſiall God at once expreſs his. love to the 
| ſinner, aad his hatied to fin ? hereis the difficulty of - 
| QUr Caſe, 


IT. Let us now enquire what means the wiſdom of 


| Gop uſed for our recovery, The wiſdom of Gon 
| hath deviſed this expedient to accommodate all theſe 
| difficulties, to reco:ie the mercy and juries cf Gone 
[TheScn of Gop {hall undertake this work, and ſatisfy 
the offended juſtice of Gop, and repair the ruined na- 
{ture of man, He ſhall bring Gon and man together, 
Imke up this gulph, and renew the commerce and core 


relpondence between Gon and us, which was broken 
off by fin, The work that Gop defigns is the re- 
demption of man, that. is, his recovery from a ſtate of 
fin and eternal death, to a ſtate of holineſs and eternal 
life, The Son of Gon is to enzaze in this defign of 


= 


our redemption, to ſatisfy the off TENEea juſtice of "Cop 


towards us, ſo as to purchaſe our deliverance from 


the wrath to come, and ſo as hy reſtore us to the 


mage and favour of Gopy, that we may be fanQifhed, 


and be made heirs of eternal life, 

For opening of this, we will conſider, 

1, The fitneſs of ti:e perſon defigned for this work, 

2, The fitneſs of the means whereby he was to aC- 
oMp!: ſhit, 

1, The fitneſs of the perſon deſigned for this w ork 3 
and that js the etcrnal Son of Co, viho in reſpect of 
bs :nfinite wiſdom ani power, and vis Inity and cr. dit 
df his pecſon, his dearneſs to his Father 7, and intereſt 
n him, was very fit to undertake this work, to medi- 
bt 2 reconcil; tation between Gop and man. 

2, The fitneſs of the means whereby he was to ace 
ompliſh it 5 and theſe I ſhall refer to two heads, 
M 2 his 


tn. 


_" 
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his humiliation and exaltation, All the parts of theſe 
are very ſubſervient to the deſign of our redemption, 

T. The humiliation of Cxx1sT, which conſiſt; of 
three principal parts; his incarnation, his life, ard 
death, 

1. His incarnation, which 1s ſet forth in ſcripture 
by ſeveral exprefſions ; his being made fleſh, and duel]. 
ing among us, John i, 14. His being made of the ſeed 
of David according to the fleſh, Rom, 1. 3. His bring 
made of a woman, Gal. iv. 4. The manifeſtaticn if 
Gow in the ficſh, 1 Tim. iii, 16, His taking part if 
ebe fleſh and blicd, Heb. ii. 14. His taking on him the 
feed of Abraham, and being made like unto his brei! rin, 
Heb. ii. 16, 17. His commg in the fleſh, 1 John 11, 2, 
All which ſignifies his taking upon him human nz. 
ture, and being really a man as well as Gov, in the 
fullneſs of time took our nature 5 that is, aſſumed 
a real ſoul and body into union with the divine nature, 
Now this perſon, who was really both Gop and man, 
was admirably fitted for the work of our redemption, 

In general, this made him a fit mediator, and 
equal and middle perſon to interpoſe in this difference, 
and take up this quarrel between Gop and man, 
Being buth Gop and man, he was concerned for both 
parties and intereſted both in the honour of Gov, and 
the happineſs of man, and engaged to be tender of 
both ; and to procure the one by ſuch ways as migat 
be confitent with the other, 

More particularly, his incarnation did fit him fer 
thoſe two cffices which he was to perform in his Iiv- 
miltation, of prophet and prieſt, 

7. The office of prophet, to teach us both his doc- 
trine and his life, 

By his dotrine, His being in; the hkenefs of man, 
this made him more familiar to us, He was a prev 
raiſed up from among his brethren, as Moſes ſpake, and 
he makes this an argument why we ſhould {car hm, 
Should Gov ſpeak to us immediately by himſc!!, w 
e:1:1d not hear him and live, Gov condeſcends to U5, 


and complies with the weakneſs of our natuoe, and r/- 
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we WW eth 1p a prophet from among our brethren ; we ſhould hear 
lim. And then his being Gop, did add credit and au- 
of Þ thority to what he ſpake ; he could confirm the doctrine 
ard WW which he taught, by miracies, Of his teaching us by 
his life, I ſhall have occafjon to ſpeak preſently, 
tore WW 2, For the office of pricft, He was fit to be our 
ell. WE prieſt, becauſe he was taken from among them, as the 
ſed FW apoſtle ſpeaks ; fit to ſuffer as being man, having a body 
ing WE prepared, as it 15, Heb. x, 5, and fit to fansfy by his 
n of MW fvfferings for the fins of all men, as being God, which 
't of WW put an infinite dignity and value upon them, the ſuffer- 
: the FW ings of an infinite perſon being equal to the offences done 
Lren, WF againſt an infinite Go Þ, And thus the mercy of God 
ll, 2. Wis exalted without the diminution of his juſtice, : 
\ nz WW And as his incarnation did qualify him tor ſuffering, 
the {Wfo for compaſſion, and fellow- ſuffering with us, Heb, 11, 
umel W175, 18, Yherefore in all things it behowed bim to be made 
ature, Wliie wnto bis brethren, that he might be a merciful and 


man, Wifaitbful high-prieft, in things pertarning to Gop, to make 
tion, Mireconcrration for the fins of the people 5 for in that he 
, and W/rn/cif bath ſuffered berng remprted, be ts able' to ſuccour 
rence, im that are temptcd, 

man, WW 2. His life was a means admirably fitted to bring men 


Ito holineſs and goodneſs. I might go through all the 


>, and parts of 1t, but becauſe I intend to be very thort upon 
der of fheſe heads, I ſhall only take notice of that part of his 
; might W'te which was ſpent in his publick miniſtry 3 he went 

bout doing good ; the doQtrine that he preached was 
im for ſcaiculated for the deflroying of fin, and the promoting 
vis tw-of holineſs 3 the great end and defign of it was to 2d- 

Fance righteouſneſs, and goodneſs, and kumility, and 
11s doce FFatience, and ſelf-denial 3 to make. us martiſy our ſfen- 

Jual defires, and brutith, paſſions, to contenn and re- 
\{ man Wounce this preſent world 3 and this being the deſign of 
preplt M's it was a moſt proper engine to demolith the works 
ke, andit the devil: And to.make way for the entertainment 
ax high df his doctrine, the whole frame of his life, and all the 
ſelf, weſWircumſtances of 1it did contribute, His life was the 
: to viW'2<tice of his doctrine, and a clear comment upon it, 
1nd raiſe ſhe meannels of his condition .in the world, that had 
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no ſhare of the poſſeflions of it, were a great advantage 
to his doftrine of ſelf-denial and contempt of the worly, 
The captain of our ſalvation, that he might dray, of 
our affe&tions from the world, and ſhew us how little 
the things of it are to be valued, wouid himſclf }aye 
no ſhare in it, Mat. viii. 20. The foxes hawe hs/-s, and 
a#be birds of the atr hawe nets 3 but the ſon of man bath 1 
eohere to lay his bead, The mean circuraftances of }iy 
condition were very eminently for the advantage of his 
defign ; for had he not been ſtripp'd of all worldly accom- 
modations, he could not have been fo free from ſuſpicion 
of a worldly intereſt and deſign z nay, he could not {12ye 
been ſo conſiderable z he was really greater for his 
meanneſs. The very heathens did account this try 
greatneſs, (as we find in Ariſtotle) not to admire the 
pleaſures, and greatneſs, and pomp of the world, And 
that his meanneſs might be no diſadvantage to him, 
thoſe evidences that he gave of his divinity in the won- 
derfa} things that he did, rendered him confiderable, any 
gained more reverence and authority to his doEtrine, than 
his meanneſs could bring contempt upon it. 

Befidzs, the manner of his converſation was 3 very 
great advantage to him z he was of a very fwe-t and 
converſable and obliging temper ; and by this means he 
did gain upon the people, and was acceptable to t!1:m; 
and thus he did apply himſelf to them in the moit tv 
man ways, to make way for the entertainment 0 /is 
doctrine, The miracles that he wrought did confi 
his doQtrine beyond all exception, as being a divine telt- 
mony, and ſetting the ſeal of Gop to the truth o :; 
yet becauſe many were blinded with prejudice, and tv 
they did ſee, yet would not ſee, CHRIST the 74/1" 6 
Gov did ſo order the buſineſs. of his miracles, ts mat 
them human ways of winning upon them, for they we 
generally ſuch as were beneficial, be healed ail man 
of diſeaſes and maladies by this miraculous power ; a! 
ſo his miracles did not only tend to confirm }!s 4 
trine, as they were miracles, but to make way tor ent! 
tainment of it, as they were benefits; this was a [rnd 
demonſtration to them that be iatend:sd them g00il X 
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cauſe he did them good ; they would eafily believe that 


EYI)MUR, 


137 


he who healed their bodies would not harm thcir ſouls. 


| This for his life. 


HI. His death, which was the loweſt ſtep of his hu- 
miliation, and the conſummation of his ſufferings. Now 
the death of Cyr1sT did eminently contribute to this 


deſign of our redemption. The death of CxrisT did 


not only expiate the guilt of fin, and pacify conſcience, 
by making plenary fatisfaCtion to the divine juſtice z but 
did eminently contribute to the killing of fin in us, Rom. 


| vi. 6. Knowing this, that our old man 1s crucified with 
| him, that the bsdy of fin might be deſtroyed, that bencejorth 
| ave might not ſerve ſin. 
| e20n ſon in the likeneſs of finful fleſh, and for ſin (that is, 
| by being a ſacrifice for ſin) condemned fin in the fleſh, 

{The death of CxrIsT convinceth fin to be a great evil; 
tand doth condemn it, becauſe the impartial juſtice of Go» 
did ſo ſeverely puniſh it in his own Son, when he appeared 


Rom. viii. 3. Gop ſendirig his 


1" the perſon of a finner ; and this is the moſt powerful 
angument to us to crucify fin, that it crucified our Sa- 
That ſo innocent and holy a perſon ſhould 
ſvffer ſo cruel and ignominious a death for our fins, 
ſhould ſet us for ever againit it, and make us hate it 


wich a perfect hatred, 


The circumſtances of Cuniar? s ſufferings are with 


Pdmirable” wifdom fitted for the conquering of ſin ang 
fatan, Sin came by the woman : The ſced of the 2v0- 


#17 ſuffers for fin, and by ſuffering conquers it, Sin 


thezan in the garden :; And there our Saviour began 


kis lufterings for ſin, Sin came by the tree: And 


CUikisr bears the curſe of it zn banging xpon the tree, 
pnd crucific it by his croſs, 


And as he conquered fin, ſo he overcome ſatan by his 
wa arts, The devil found Cyz1sT in the likeneſs of 


a man, he judged him mortal, and his great defign was 
0 procure his death, and get himinto his grave, CERIST 
ermits him to bring about his deſign, he lets him enter 
to Judas, he lets the Jews crucify, and put him into 
ls grave, and roll a great ſtone upon it: But here his 
W's wildom appears, in ruining the devil by his own 
y 6ehign, 
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deſign, and ſnaring him in the works of his own hang: 
Heb. 11.14. By death he deſtroys him that had the pur 
of death, that 1s the dewil, 

I know the ſufferings of CyRIisT were, by the wiſe 
of the world, made the great obje&ion againſt the wif. 
doin of this diſpenſation ; the croſs of CuR1ST was ty 
the Greevs foolrfſhneſs: And yet-the wiſeſt of them had 
determined otherwiſe in general, though not in this nar. 
ticular caſe, Plato (in the ſecond book of his common. 
wealth) ſaith, 7hat if a man may be a perfett pattern of 
Juſtice and righteouſneſs, and be approved by Gon ard 
men, he muſt be firipp*d of all the things of this wor{d, he 
muſt be poor and diſgraced, and be accounted a wicked and 
unjuſt man, he muſt be whipp*'d, and tormented, and critt- 
fied as a matlecjattor ; Which 1s, as it were, a prophetical 
deſcription of our SAv1iouR's ſufferings, And Arr, 
in his Epict. deſcribing a man fit to reform the world, 
whom he calls the apoſtle, the meſſenger, the preacher, 
and miniſter of Gop, ſaith, He muſt be without 11: 
and barhour, and worldly accommodations ; muſt be ariel 
with ſuch patience for the greateſt ſufferings, as if be wn: 
a ſlone, and devoid of. ſenſe; he muſt be a ſpeFacle ij 
miſcry and contempt ta the wworld, - So that by the ac- 
knowledament of theſe two wiſe heathens, there was n0- 
thing in the ſuſferings of Cyr1sT that was unbecoming 
the wiidom of Gop, and improper to the end and 
fien of Cxur1sT's coming into the world ; beſides that 
they ſerved a further end, which they did not dream 0 
the ſatisfying of divine juſtice, | | 

Secondly, His exaltation, 'The ſeveral parts of whici 
his reſurreRion, and aſcenſion, and fitting at the righ 
hand of Gov, were eminently ſubſervient to the pertect 
Ing and carrying en.of this defign, 

The reſurreQtion of CxrisT. is the great confrma 
tion of the truth of all that he delivered, Rom. i. 4 
Declared to be the ſon of Goy with power, 99:5 097 
vis ©t2 tv Tuidpais, by the reſurretion from the ai 
'This great miracle of his reſurrection from the dex d 
determine the controverſy, and put it out of all dow 
and queſtion, that he was the Son of Gop, An tit 
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this aſcenſion, and fitting at the right hand of Goy, 
© this gives the aflurance of a bleſſed immortality, and is a 


| demonſtration of a life to come, and a pledge of ever- 
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© laſting glory and happineſs, And can any thing tend 
E more to the encouragement of obedience, and to make 
us dead to the pleaſures and enjoyments of this life, than 
'the aſſurance ef eternal life and happineſs ? 


And then the conſequents of his exaltation, they do 


Eeminently conduce to our recovery. The ſending of the 
Holy GHosT to lead us into all truth, to ſanfify us, 
Ito afſift us, and to comfort us under the greateſt trou- 
les and afflictions ; and the powerful interceſſion of 


HRIST In our behalf ; and his return to judgment 3 


lthe expeRation whereof is the great argument to repen- 


tance, and holineſs of life, Acts xvii. 30, 31. And the 
Rimes of this ignorance GoD winked at, but now command- 


{th all men every where to repent ; Becauſe be hath ap-_ 


dointed a day, in the which be will judge the world in 
Kobtcouſneſs, by that man whom he hath ordained, where 


f be hath given aſſurance unto all men, in that be hath 


piſed him from the dead, And thus I have endeavoured 
d prove that the redemption of man by Jesvs CuriST 
I a defign of admirable witdom, | 
E The uſe I ſhall make of it, is to convince us of the 
freaſonableneſs of unbelief, and the folly and madneſs 
ff impenitence, 
| Firſt, 'The unreaſonableneſs of unbelief. The poſpel 
bveals to us the wiſe counſel and diſpenſation of Gop 
Ir our redemption ; and thoſe who diſbelieve the goſ- 
tl, they reje& the cornſel of Gop cgainſt themſelves, as 
is ſaid of the unbelicving phariſees and lawyers, Luke 
b. 30, The goſpel reveals to us a deſign ſo reaſonable 
kd full of wiſdom, that they who can diſhelieve it are 
[p*rate perſons, devoted to ruin, 1 Cor, j, 13, The 
vs of CyrIsST 75 tb them that periſh foch ſhneſs. 2 Cor, 
J, 4. But if our golpel be hid, it is bid to them that 


'/ « 6:1 lofs ; in whom the Gov of this world hath blinded the 
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$8 of them that believe not, left the light of the glonous 
bel of CHrIST, who 7s the image of GoD, ſhould 

e rnts them, The goſpel carries ſo much light and 
. | EVidznce 
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140 The wiſdom of GoD Ser. $5, WW Ser. 
evidence in it, that it cannot be hid from any but fuch ; avbil 
whoſe eyes are blinded by the devil and. their lufts, | iv. 9, 

He that will duly weigh and conſider things, and look MW 5, 4 


narrowly into this wiſe diſpenſation of GoD, fhall fin4 IM 47 « 
nothing to object againſt it ; nay, ſhall diſcover in it tho MW we /; 
greateſt motives and inducements.to believe. We ave WM 7: fr 
apt to believe any thing that 1s reaſonable, eſpec:ally if it MW Go»? 


be for our advantage; now this wiſe diſpenſation of Con {Wercat 
is not only reaſonable in itſelf, * but beneficio} to us; it WGoy, 
does at once highly gratify our underfiandings, ani (iti. WW - >», * 
fy our intereſt : Why ſhould we not believe and entertain WW The g 
it ? Econtin: 


I. The deſign of the goſpel] is reaſonable, and gratific; Woiſcove 
our underſtandings. And in this reſpe& the goſpel hatl Mother \ 
incomparable advantages above any other religion, The WGo»*: 
end of all religion is to advance piety and holineſs, and {Wraled ; 
real goodneſs among men ; and the more any religion Wthis is 
advanceth theſe, the more reaſonable it is. Now the {feneine 


great incitements and arguments to piety, are the excel. MW» « 
Jency and perfeCtion of the divine nature ; fear of puniſh- WIGon 7; 
ment and hopes of pardon and rewards. Now the vofpelerriobce 
repreſents all theſe to the greateſt advantage, ; 7. H 


r. It repreſents the perfe&ions of Gov to the gro2tch he torn 
advantage, eſpecially thoſe which tend moſt to ti» pro-Mfment to 


motion of piety, and the love of Gop in us ; bis jc iMinets, 

and mercy. Prom fin 

(1.) His juftice, The goſpel repreſents it int}-x:\ie nr vinge 

| its rights, and inexorable, and that will not in any calc keWey to 
fin go unpuniſhed, The impartiality of the divin- 1 cWerwarg, 

appears in this difpenſation, that when Gon pardons 1Wack tc 


finner, yet he will punith fin ſo ſeverely in his ov So0o us ; an 


who was the ſurety, Now what could more tend Mcayen 
diſcountenance fin, and convince us of the great evi! FB PPineſs 
it ? | This is 
2.) His mercy. This diſpenſation is a great Jorg that it 
fNrration of the mercy, and goodneſs, and love of Go! picty 
ja ſending his Son to die for ſinners, and in ſaving us 8 11. Tt 
devoting and facrificing him, John iii. 16, For Go) "9 | our 
lowed the world, that he gawe his only begetten $1n, RonW'birnets 


v. 3, But Gop commendeth his love towards «s, in 
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> arbile we are yet ſinners CHRIST died for us, T John 
| iv. 9, 10. In this was manififted the lowe of Gor towards 


ur, becauſe Gop ſent his only begotten Son into the wworld, 


that wwe might live through him, Flerein 1s love, not that 
| ave loved GoD, but that he lyued us, and ſent his Son tc be 
the propittation for our fins, Now this repreſentation of 
Gop's mercy and love which the goſpel makes, is of 
ercat force and efficacy to melt our hearts into love to 
GoD, 


2. The ſecond argument to piety is fear of puniſhment, 


'The goſpel hath revealed to us the miſery of thoſe who 
Fcontinue in their fins; it hath made clear and terrible 
iſcoreries of thoſe torments which attend finners in an- 
other world, and hath opened to us the treaſures of 
1Gop's wrath z ſo that now under the goſpel, hell 7s 
raked before us, and deſtruftion hath no covering 5 and 
Ethis is one thing which makes the goſpel fo powerful an 
Feneine to deſtroy fin, Rom. 1. 16, 18, The goſpel 1s the 


wr of Gop unto ſalvation ; for therein the wrath of 


God 25 revealed from Eeaven againſt all ungedlineſs, and 


Errighteouſneſs of men, 


1. Hopes of pardon and reward, And this, added to 
the former, renders the goſpel the moſt powerful znftru- 


ment to take men oft from fin, and engage them to ho» 


inels, that can be imagined, | The means to draw men 
Prom fin, when they are once awakened with the fear 


Wn. C 


: Vengeance, is hopes of pardon and mercy ; and the 


Py tc encourage obedience tor the future, is hope of 


Foward, Now, as an argument to us to retreat and draw 
pack trom fin, the goſpel promiſes pardon and indemnity 
to us; and as an incitement to holineſs, the goſpel opens 
Þ:caven to ns, and ſets before us everlaſting glory and 


8 ppinets, and gives us the greateſt aflurance of it, 


| This 1s the firlt, the defipn of the goſpel is reaſonable, 
$ that it does. eminently and direQtly ſerve for the ends 
pt piety and religion. | 

ll. This diſpeniatioa of Gop is beneficial to us, 
nd © our intereſt ; and this adds to the unreaſo- 
Poicnels of our unbief, this deſign of - Gop being 
et Only 1eatonabls in itdeir, but defuable to ps, that 


Fs 


1+ 
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it ſhould be fo ; becauſe of the eminent advantage MW us ſuc] 
that redound to So by it. The deſign of the goſpel i; MW the fol 
to deliver us from the guilt and dominion of fin, and the WW 7x, * 
tyranny of ſatan; to reſtore us to the image and fa. eoi{dom 
vour of Gop ; and by making us partakers of a i. fins, + 
vine nature, to bring us to eternal life, And is there {Wdeſpiſe 
any thing of real advantage which is not comprehended Wand we 
in this? Is it not deſirable to every man, that there Mhvin, 

ſhould be a way whereby our guilty confciences may directly 
be quieted and appeaſed ; whereby we may be delivered the gre: 
from the fear of death and hell ? Is it not defirable to Meontriy: 
be freed from the ſlavery of our luſts, and reſcued trom the wor 
the tyranny and power of the great deſtroyer of ſouls ? MWwhich + 
Is is not defirable to be like Gop, and to be aſſured of We pax ; 
his love and favour, who is the beſt friend, and the Wontinue 
moſt dangerous enemy 3 and to be ſecured, that when Wranifeftc 
we leave this world, we thall be unſpeakably happy Wery il] ; 

for ever ? Now the goſpel conveys theſe benefits to us ; Mibf bis W; 
and if this be the caſe of the goſpel, and there be no-Miſthim in it 
thing in this deſign of our redemption, but what isWijurious 
wiſe and reaſonable, and exceedingly for our benefit Wondemn 
and advantage ; why ſhould any man be ſo averic toſoner the 
the belief of it? Why ſhould unbelief be counted a piect{Wſance ; a: 
ef wit? Is it wit to ſet ourſelves againſt reaſon, andihis phyſi 
to oppoſe our beſt intereſt ? *Tis wickedneſs, and pre 
judice, and inconfiderateneſs which diſhelieves the goſ- 
pel. Thoſe who do conſider things, welcome this good 


news, and embrace theſe glad tidings, W:/dom 1s 71/1 ifeor fa, 
feed of her children, To them who are truly ſenfiblefM 2. Con 
of their own intereſt, and willing to accept of reato-all dg yy 
nable evidence, this is not only a true ſaying, bulfne ; 74. 
Evorthy of all acceptation 3 that CHRIST came into !Mifiifteang, þ 
zorld ro ſave ſinners, e deſpiſe 
Secondly, this doth convince men of the madneſs a1Wop, ,,. 
folly of impenitency, Now the wiſdem of Gop hate ſanAig 
contrived ſuch a way of our recovery, and by thiliicr;/:, r- 
declaration of Gop's wrath, and difpleaſure againe oy;1t 
&n, hath given us ſuch arguments to TEPENtance, a ſhat ſhal; 
by diſcovering a way of paidon and mercy bati giv the 4/,,,7 
| *medy 


Vo, y 
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« © us ſuch encouragement to repentance, how great muſt 
is {the folly of impenitency be ? For confider, 

ve WW 1. That impeniteney direQtly ſets itſelf againſt the 
2- { 20:/dom of Gon,”* If after all this we coneinue in out 
fins, wwe rejeft the counſel of Gor againſt our ſelves, we 
deſpiſe the wiſdom of GoD, and charge that with folly ; 
and we do it againſt our ſelves; to our own injury and 
ruin, If we live in our fins, and cheriſh our luſts, we 
liretly oppoſe the end of our redemption, we contradift 
the great defign of the goſpel, we contemn the admirable 
ontrivance of GoD's wiſdom, who ſent his Son into 
he world on purpoſe to deſtroy fin ; for we uphold that 


be was manifeſted to take awvay our fins. Now ſhall we 
the ontmue in fin, when we know the Son of Gop was 
when Whnanifefted to rake azvay fin? Gop cannot but take it 
nappy {W'ery ill at our hands, when he hath lajd out rhe »viches 
0 us ; Wipf bis 207/dom in this defign, for us to go about to defeat. 


« no-Mſimin it ; this is at onee to be unthankful to God, and 
nat \vMpjurious to our ſelves; it is ſuch a madneſs, as if a 
\cncfitondemned man ſhould deſpiſe a pardon ; as if a pri- 
-{c toWoner ſhould be fond of his fetters, and refuſe delive- 
a pieceſWance; as if a man defperately ſick ſhould fight with 
1, and]W's phyſician, and put away health from him, If we 
1d pre-Wiſo not comply with the 2viſdom of Gop, who hath 
ie gol-Wentrived our recovery ; ve for ſake our c20n mercy, and 
is goolſeple# a great ſalvation; we love dcath, and hate cur 
ts juſtt wn ſouls, Prov. viii. I4, I5, I6. 

ſenfiblel 2. Conſider, we cannot expe&t the <viſdem of 'Gop 
* realoWMWall do more for our recovery, than hath been already 
7g, buione ; the wiſdom of God will not try any furtber 


znio tht 


deans, Mat, xxi, 37. Laſt of all be ſent Is Son, if 
e deſpiſe this way, if 4ve tread under fett the. Son of 
0D, and count the bleed of the covenant, whereby ave 
e fanflified, an unholy thing, there «vill remain no more 


neſs an 
\D hatl 


by Ufcrifice for fin, Heb. x. 26, 29. What can expiate 
220100 gvilt of fin, if the blood of CxrisT do not ? 


> 1 
ce, 4 


angJhat ſhall take vs off from fin, what ſhall ſanQify us, 
tis g1vel the blood of the coverant be ineffeQtual ? We refift our 


remedy, and make void the beſt means the wiſdom 
Yor, VIE, N v4” 


which he came to deſtroy, 1 John iii, 5, Ye know that 
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of Gop could deviſe for our recovery, if, after the re. MW £___ 
velation of the goſpel, we continue in our fins, | — 
3. If we fruſtrate this defign of Gov's wiſdom 
our recovery, our ruin will be the more &ereadful 2; 
certain, Impenitency under the goſpel will increaſe ov E 
miſery, Tf CirIsT þad not come, wve bad had no jr, 
in compariſon of what we now have; 8ut now or ji. 
remains, and there is no cloak for our fin, wyih ou 1 he 
Ex#s5iv. We ſhall not be able at the day of judgmen 
to preface any thing by way of excuſe or apology for ou 
impenitency, . What ſhall we be able to ſay to the juf. 
tice of God, when that ſhall condemn us, who rej-& 
His wifdom, which weu'd have ſaved vs ? We would 4 
be fared, but we would be faved without repentance; 
461/451 of Gon hath not found out any other way Sha 
Taye us from hell, but by ſaving us from our !ins, 4 


thou that wilt not fuabmit to this method of divin: will N tre 
dom, take thy courſe, and Jet us fee” bow 24: <::R fidere 
eſraps the damnation of bell, T1 will conclude al! will 40% 
thoſe dreadful words which the wiſdom of Go pronounſMſuch rel, 
ceth againf thoſe that deſpiſe her, and refuſe to hearkyiſe, the | 
20 her voice, Prov, 1, 24, 25, 26, Becauſe T hav: calWp4yin wi 
ard yereſuſcd, T have firetched out my hand, and ne net the 
regardedy but ye bawe ſet at naught my counſe!, We wonde 
nevauld none of my reprorf : T alſo will Iaugh at your calrabam 
witty, 1 ail! mock aphen your frar reomerh, "They wifftm; vu 
v5} not comply with the counſel of Go for their hap? for ( 
pines, they fill inherit the condition which tiicy ha to this 
choter: to themſelves, 74 -y ſhall eat the frut »j ngtcouſne! 
Nun Ways, ere he fits er ith their $909 devices, ent, to d 
hout a | 
ruftion, 
ied? Pe 
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25 Shall not the Fudge of all the earth ds right ® 


way | 


s, An E : | 25 if 
n- vill N treating of the attributes of Gop, I have con- 


., MM fidered thoſe which relate to the divine underſtanding, 
if vi. knowledge and wi/dom; I come now to conſider thoſe 
ronorſÞich relate to the divine will, viz. theſe four, the juſ- 
heark{WF+, the truth, the goodneſs, and the holineſs of Gop., 
.» cal Wcgin with the firſt, namely, the juſtice of Gop, 
1 ne Wt the x7th- verſe of this chapter, Gop by a great 
«1, i wonderful condeſcention of his goodneſs; reveals to 
or cl rabam his ifitention cqncerning the deſtruftion of 
ey wm; upon this Abraham, v, 23. interceded with 
ei haſſp for ſaving of the righteous perſons that were there z 
ii; fi to this end, he pleads with Gop his juſtice and 
; ; 1'tcouſneſs, with which he apprehended it to be incon- 
nt, to deſtroy the righteous with the wicked, which 
hout a miracle, could not be avoided in a general 
ruftion, Wilt thou alſo deſtroy the rightesus with the 
ted? Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the 
, wilt thou alſo deſtroy, and not ſpare the place for the 
righteous that are therein ? That be far from thee todo 
this manner, to ſlay the righteous with the wicked, and 
the righteous ſhould be as the wicked, that be far 


1 


thee ; ſhall not the Fudge of all the earth do right ® 


negative Interrogation 1s equivalent to a vehement 
ation, yall net the Fudge of all the earth do right ? 
| N 2 "That 
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That is, undoubtedly he will, This we may take for 
a.certaini and undoubted principle, that in the diftribu. 
tion of rewards and puniſhments the Judge of the world 
will do righteouſly, 

So that the argument that Hes under our conſideration, 
18 the juſtice of Go) in the diſtribution ef rewards and 
puniſhments; for the clearing of which, we will con. 
der it, | 

Firſt, In hypothefs, in regard to. the particular caſe, 
which is here put by Abraham in the text. 

Second, In theft, we will conſider it in general, in the 
diſtribution of rewards and puniſhments, 

Firſt, We will conſider it in byperbeſi, in regard to 
the particular caſe which is here put by Abraham inthe 
text ; and the rather, becauſe if we look well into it, 
there 1s ſomething of real difficulty ia it, not caſy to he 
cleared; for Abraham's reaſoning, if it be true, doe 
plainly conclude that jt would have been unrighteous 
with Gor in the deſtruftion of Sodom, net to make a 
difference between the righteous and the wicked, but to 
involve them equally in the ſame common deftruCtion, 
That be far from thee to do after this manner, to ſlay the 
righteous with the wicked, and thus the righteuus ſhall bt 
as the wicked, that be far from thee 3 ſhall not the Fudge 
of all the earth do right ? as if he had ſaid, Surely the 
Fudge of all the earth will never do fo unrightcous a thing, 

And yet notwithſtanding this, we ſee it is very uſuil 
For the providence of God to involve good men in general 


righteous and the wicked. Now the difficulty is, hov 
to reconcile theſe appearances of providence with this 
reaſoning of Abraham in the text, 

And for doing of this, I ſee but one poſſible way, and 
that is this, that Abraham does not here ſpeak con- 
cerning the judgments of Gop which befal men in the 
ordinary courſe of his providence, which many time 
Happen promiſcuouſly, and involve good and bad men it 
the ſame ruin ; and the reafon hereof is plain, becaul 
Gov in his ordinary providence does. permit the cauſe 
which produce theſe judgments, to a according to thi 
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for 


' own nature, and they either cannot or will not make 


"- & ny diſtivtion ; for the calamities which ordinarily hap= l} | 0: 
1d WW cn in the world are produced by two ſorts of cauſes, ei- 131 TB 
| ther thoſe which we call natural, or thoſe which are 4/1 {841 
01, Wh voluntary, Natural cauſes, ſuch as wind, and thunder, 41881 
an WF ind ſtorms, and the infeQtion of the air, and the like, I VR 
0- WF theſe aRing by a neceſſity of nature, without any know- WA | 
ledge or choice, can make no diftintion between the 1d 
aſe, good and the bad, And the voluntary cauſes of calamities, 1211 
35 men are, they many times will make no difference TH 
\the Wi 1etween the righteous and the wicked ; nay, many times Hy a 
they are maliciouſly bent againſt the righteous, and the " 
ld 0 WM 5:&s of their malice fall heavieſt upon them, Now abs. 
ny ſay that things happen in the way of ordinary provi- 4130 
0 1, Weence, which natural cauſes are permitted to/ act accor- þ 
hy be ding to their nature, and voluntary cauſes are left to 143 
" their liberty; and therefore in the courſe of ordinary 


providence, it 1s not to be expected that ſuch a diſtintion 
ſhould be made; it is neither poſſible, nor does juſtice 
require it 3 it is not poſſible, ſuppofing natural cauſes left | 
toa&t according to their nature, and voluntary cauſes to 4: 
e left to their liberty ; nor does juſtice require it, for 119} 
ery man is ſo much a finner, that no evil that befals lj 
pim in this world; can be ſaid to be unjuſt in reſpect of i [i 
0D, 4. Is 
So that Abraham is not here to be underſtood, as {0 
peaking of ſuch judgments as befal men in the ordinary i 1 
ourſe of GoDy's providence, in Which, if the good and q 
ad be involved alike, it cannot be expeCted to be other- 
:le, nor 1s there any injuſtice in it ; but Abraham here 4] 
peaks of miraculous and extraordinary judgments, which 1 
ce mmediately inflicted by Gop for the puniſhment of ” 410 
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EK yp crying fins, and the example of the world, to deter ? \ 
k CON Wthers trom the like. And ſuch was this judgment, 1 
n in UiWhich Gop intended to bring upon Sodom, and which | 
ny UW brzham hath relation to in this diſcourſe of his, In 


4 men ul 
. becauk 
'e cauſes 
g to thel 

ovt 


bis caſe 1t may be expeRed from the juſtice of Gop, 
at a difference ſhould be made between the righteous =» 
Id the wicked 5 and that for theſe raaſogs ; F 4 
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1. Becauſe this is a judgment which GoD himſelf 
executes, It is not an event of common providence, 
which always follows the nature of its cauſe, but an 
aft of Gov, asa Judge. Now it is eſſential to a judge 
to make a diſcrimination between the good and the bad, 
ſo as to puniſh the one, and to ſpare the other, and this 
38 as neceſſary to all proper aCts of judgments in this 
world, as the other 3 there being no other difference 
between them, but that one is a particuar judgment, 
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he eart 
and the other the general judgment of the whole world, Weriſhed 
2. When Gop goes out' of the way of his ordinary piyen th 
providence in puniſhing, it may reaſonably be expefted Myicked | 
that he ſhould make a difference between the good and Miſe in t 
the bad ; for the reaſan why he does not in his common Whgice of 
providence, is becanſe he will not break and interruxt lh the 
the eſtabliſhed order of things upon every little occaſion; Seconc 
But when he does go beſides the common courſe of thing: Wh gifeon 
in puniſhing, the reaſon ceaſeth which hindred him be- Wh o:ner: 
fore from making adifference ; and *tis reaſonable enough Whents, 
to expect, that in the inflicting of a miraculous Judgment, Whilence 
a miraculous difference ſhould be made, Without making Writions 
this difference, the end of theſe miraculous judgments, Wop, in 
would not be attained, which is, remarkably to puniſh eſce; | 
the crying fins of men, and by that example to deter Wclear an 
others from the like fins ; but if theſe judgments ſhould hich rex 
fall promiſcuouſly upon the righteous and the wicked, it We day « 
would not be evident, that they were deſigned for the Mon, 3 
puniſhment of ſuch fins, when men did ſee, that they {Murance « 
fell likewiſe upon thoſe who were not guilty of thoſe Mine reve 
ſins, and conſequently the example could not be fo eltcc- M1, Fron 
tual to deter men from fin, a es right 
| Upon al} theſe zccounts you ſee that Abraham's rear it j111 
foning was. very ſtrong and well grounded, as to thoſe encour: 
judgments which are miraculous and extraordinary, ant jc g 
immediately inflicted by Gop, for the puniſhment of greatW:4 1g, +, 
and heinous fins, which was the cafe he was ſpcakingBer ; wh, 
of, And accordingly we find, that in thoſe jucgment nynig, 
which have been immediately and miraculouſly inflicted; how 
by Gop he had always made this diflerence betweelWiteye, p 
the rightcous and the wicked, In the deluge which Ml conclyp 
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{ brought upon the old world, the ſpirit of Gop gives this 
\ Wrcafon why the judgment was ſo univerſal, becauſe all 

fleſh had corrupted his way upon the earth and the rea- 
ſon, why he ſaved Noah and his family was, becauſe in 
this general corruption of mankind he alone was righte- 
ons; thee have I ſeen righteous before me in this genera - 


and his company, when Gop made a new thing, and 
he earth opened her mouth to ſwallow them up, none 
xeriſhed but he and his accomplices, the reſt had warning 
yen them by GoD to remove from the tents of thoſe 
icked men. Thus you ſee that as to the particular 


nt, 
1d, 
ary 
Ted 


and {Whaſe in this text, Abraham's reaſoning concerning the - 


non Wuſtice of God is very firm, and concluding, I proceed 
ropt Wo the 

on: WF Second thing, which was that I principally intended 
ungs Wb diſcourſe upon, viz. to conſider the juſtice of Gop 
) be- Wh general, in the diſtribution of rewards and puniſh- 
ough Whents, And here I cannot but grant, that the bei 
nent, Whitence of this is yet wanting. We have clear demon- 


aking Wſfrations of the power, and wiſdom, and goodneſs of 
1ents, W0D, in this vaſt and admirable frame of things which 
punilh We fee 3 but we muſt ſtay till the day of judgment for 
deter Wclear and full manifeſtation of the divine juſtice ; for 


ſhould 
red, I 
for the 
it they 
f thoſe 
0 effece 


hich reaſon the day of judgment 15 1n ſcripture call'd, 
le day of the revelation of the righteous judgment of 
od, But in the mean time we may receive ſufficient 
lurance of this, both from natural reaſon, and from 
Ine revelation, | | 

1. From natural' reaſon, which tells ns, that Go 
es righteouſneſs, and hates iniquity, and conſequently 
at it muſt be agreeable to his nature to countenance 
encourage the one, ane to diſcountenance the other 
kf 12, Ko give ſome publick teſtimony of his liking and 
tion to the one, and of his hatred and diſlike of the 
ter 5 which cannot otherwiſe be done, but by rewards 
| puniſhments, 

but however the heathen reaſoned about this matter, 
tever premiſes they laid, they firmly believed the 
concluhon, that Cop js juſt, Platc Jays down this 
28 
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jon, So likewiſe in that miraculous judgment of Korah 
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as a certain and undeubted principle, That Gop ;; ſaid 
0 wiſe unjuſt, but as righteous as. is poſſible, and that ack: 
we cannot reſemble God more, than in this quality and tem} 
diſpoſition. © So likewiſe Seneca tells us, That the o:4 MM #99, 
are neither capable of receiving any injury, nor of arirg wvith 
any thing that is unjuſt, Antoninus the great emperor MM #2* ® 
and philoſopher, ſpeaking doubtfully, whether good men IM 2 * 
are extinguiſhed by death or remain afterwards, 1/ {+ afflifq 
be guft, ſays he, you may be ſure it is ſo: if it be not juſt, WM 7<c0n 
you may certainly conclude the contrary, for God is ji, befor 
and being ſo, he will do nothing that is unjuſt or unreaſone this a 
able, And indeed the heathen philoſophers looked upon To th 
this as the great ſanRion of all moral precepts, that Goo MO! rig] 
was the witneſs and the avenger of the breach and violi- of his 
tion of them, Nut ſecus faxit, deus ipſe aindex crit, If of it, 
any Man do contrary tothem, Gop himſelf will puniſh it, 2. * 
which ſhews, that there is a natural awe upon the minds We2ntra 
of men of the divine juſtice, which will overtake of- diſtance 
fenders either in this world or the other, But this will MWhand pe: 
more clearly appear in the | | withory 

2. Place, from ſcripture, or divine revelation. And ”"'> 
thoſe texts which I ſhall produce to this purpoſe, may laking 
be reduced to theſe two heads ; either ſuch as prove the MI""t 7 
rectitude of the divine nature and his juſtice in general; {heme 
or ſuch as ſpeak more particularly of the juftic» aud 77 Fa 
equity of his providence in che diftribution of rewards" fro: 
and puniſoments, 1 begin firſt, with thoſe which de-f'” *2e 
clare the re&itude of the divine nature, aud the jultix aſe ea 
of G->D in general, and that-either by attributing this Cop 7 
perfeCtion to him, or by removing the contrary, injuſtice Wert _ 
and unrighteouſneſs at the greateſt diſtance from him, ben? is 

I. Thoſe which attribute this. perfe&tion to Gop. | Seconc 
ſhall mention but a few of many, Pal, cxxix. 4, Ti-MParticula 
LoRD is righteous, Dan. ix. 79, OLomD! righies: rej be diftril 
Lelongeth unto thee, This good men have acknowlegrd, adeed, t 
when they have lain under the hand of Gop, Ez: un, 1 this w. 
35. 0 Lord GoD of Iſrael, thou art righteous, ArdFauſe this 
this the -worſt of men have been forced to own, whe Ind of t 


they have been in extremity, Ex, ix. 27. Then Pharas w a co 
lai ery mz 
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ſaid, the LogD 1s righteous, This hath been likewiſe 
acknowledged by thoſe who have lain under the greateſt 
temptation to doubt of it, Jer, xii, 1, Righteous art 
thou, O LorD, when 1 plead with thee ; yea let me talk 
with thee of thy judgments, wwberefore doth the way of 
the wicked proſper © The prophet, notwjthſtanding he 
faw the proſperous condition of wicked men, and the 
aflited ſtate of the godly, which ſeemed hard to be 
reconciled with the juſtice of God's providence, yet 
before he would ſo much as reaſon about it, he lays down 
this as a certain concluſion, righteous art thou, O Lord, 
To this head likewiſe belong all thoſe texts which ſpeak 
of righteouſneſs, as Go D's dwelling place and his throne 
of his' delight injuſtice, and of the duration and eternity 
of it, which I need not particularly recite. 

2. There are likewiſe other texts, which remove the 
contrary, viz, injuſtice and ynrighteouſneſs at the greateſt 
diſtance from Gop, as being moſt contrary to his nature 
and perfection, YNeut, xxxii, 4, A Gop of truth, and 
without iniquity, 2 Chron, xix. 7, There is no iniquity 
with the LoRN our Gop, nor accepting of perſons, nor 
taking of gifts, Job viii. 3. Doth Gop pervert judg- 
ment # or doth the Almighty pervert juſtice? which is a 
yehement negation of the thing, Job xxxiv. 10, 11 
I2. Far be it from God, that he ſhsld do wickedneſs, 
nd from the Almighty, that he ſhould commit iniquity. 
er the work of a man ſhall be render unto bim, and 
auſe every man to find according to bis <vays, Yea, ſurely 
Gop euill not do wwickedly, neither will the Almighty 
pervert judgment, Rom, ix. 14. What ſhall we ſay 
ben ? ts there unrighteouſneſs with Gov? Gop forbid, 
Secondly, 'There are other texts which fpeak more 
particularly of the juſtice and righteouſneſs of Gop in 
be aiftribution of rewards and puniſhments, *Tis true 
ndeed, the juſtice of Gon doth not conſtantly appear 
n this world in the diſpenſations of his providence, be- 
auſe this js a time of patience and forbearance to finners, 
nd of tryal and exerciſe to good men ; but there is a 
lay a coming, when all things ſhall be ſet ftraight, and 
very man ſhall receive the juſt rewacd of his a as 
when 
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when the juſtice of Gop ſhall be evident to all the worls, 
and every eye ſhall ſee it, and ſhall acknowledge the 
righteous judgment of Gop ; and this the ſcripture moſt 
clearly and expreſly declares unto us and hence it is, 
that the day of judgment. is call'd, the day of the revela. 


ouſneſs of GoD doth not now ſo clearly appear, but 
that there are many clouds over it, but there ſhall be x 
day of revelation, when the righteouſneſs of Gop ſhall 
be made manifeſt to all the world, 

The remunerative juſtice of God ſball then appear in 


| | $20. Opp merey 
the rewarding the righteous 3 and punitive juſtice of Wh... a 
Gov. in puniſhing the wicked and ungodly, /o that a Wr,5, +, 
man ſhall ſay, werily there is a reward for the rightears, Wl. " 
eerily there is a GoD that judgeth the world. Forth to 

Now the righteouſneſs of this vengeance of Gop, belong 
which Gop will take upon ſinners, is further fet torth ſr... 


tous in ſcripture, from the equity and impartiality of it, Wki3en+ + 
I. From the equity of it. | | 1 diftri] 
T1, In that the fins of men have juſtly deſerved the Wlkerr 1] | 

Puniſhment, that ſhall come upon them, Rom. i. 32, ilſho not - 

Who knoweth the judgment of GovD, Texaiugan 7% bes, ilccount 

the righteous judgment of Gov, that they which commit Whoſ» < 

ſuch things, are worthy of death, Wha 
- 2, In that the judgment of Gop ſhall be proportiened Wh +, 

to the degree and heinouſneſs of mens fins, ſo as the ite 2c: 

lefler or greater fins ſhall be puniſhed with more or lels hor 

ſeverity. So our Saviour threatens to thoſe who Wt 0.1 

continue impenitent under the goſpel and the advantages he 61» ; 

of it, their caſe ſhall be more ſad than rhat of Tyre and ny v1.5: 


 Sidon, and it fhall be more thlerable for Sodem ard Go 2: + 


morrah at the day of judgment, than for them. Mat. . We «ri; 
20, 21, and Luke xii. 47, 48. There you have df- Wivgyr, ; 
ferent degrees of puniſhment threatned, proportionable What com 
to the aggravations of the fins which men kave com- {Wab-c ;,, : 
mitted ; The ſervant which knew his lord's wwil!, and Myery 11 
prepared not himſelf, neither . did according to his will, Wevt, x. 
ſpall be beaten with many ſtripes ; but he that knew v:m Wo : 1 of. 
not, but did commit things <vortby of flripes ſhall be beaten Wv::)) +. 
with few ſtripes ; and ſo proportionably of all other WW, >, © 
| | agerayation! 
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1d, WM egravations of ſins, for ro whom much 7s given, of him 


the all much be required, and unto whom men hawe committed 


oſt WWmoch, of him they vill aſz the more. So likewiſe GopD 
s, {Wwill vindicate the contempt of the goſpel more ſeverely 
ela» Wthan the Jaw, becauſe the confirmation of it is clearer, 
ite- Wand the ſalvation offered by it greater, Heb, ii, 2, 3, 4+ 
but WTF the wvord ſpoken by angels wvas fledfaſl, and every 
be a Wrranſoreſſion and diſobedience received a juft recompence ef 
ſhall Wreward ; how ſhall we eſcape? &c, And ſo, Heb. x. 

23, 29. He that deſpiſeth Moſes his Iawo died without 


ar 1n merey under tavo or Three Tvitneſſes, of how much forer 


e of Wn ſbment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought wworthy, wvho 
at 6 Whath trodden under foot the Son of Gop 7 &c. 

eau TI. The righteouſneſs of this judgment is further ſet 
forth to us 1n ſcripture by the impartiality of it. Hither 
belong all thoſe texts, which remove from Gop that 
m7 79.12, that reſpect of perſons, which is ſo in- 
ident to human tribunals, Now reſpeC&t of perſons 1s 
n diſtribution of juſtice, ad hath regard to ſome ex- 


30D, 
forth 
of its 


d the Wternal qualities or circumſtances of the perſons, which 
\. 32 {Wo not app=rtain te the merit of the cauſe, and upon 
; bee, ſiccount of thoſe circumſtances, to deal unequally with 
271 ihoſs, whote caſe is equal 3 as when two perſons, who 

re equ2ity guiity of a crime, are brought to their trial, 
tioned Wind the one is condemned, and the other acquitted, upon 
as the Whe acco::nt of triendſhip, or relation, or ſome other 
or lels Whntereft, becauſe one is poor and the other rich, the one 
2 who With yowerful friends to intercede for him, the other not, 
ntaget he one brings a gift or bribe, the other not, or upon 
re and Biny other account, befides the pure merits of the cauſe ; 
nd Go- WF fzr,, to deal thus in the diftribution of juſtice, is reſpe& 
at, X Wi! perions, Otherwiſe in matters of meer grace and 
ve dif- WMavour, reſpect of perſons hath no place, according to 
jonable Wat common rule of divines, mr -oromoAniin locum neon 
: com- {aver in: pratuitis, ſed in debitis, Now this the ſcripture 
1, and rery where ſpeaks of, as a thing very far from Gov, 
s Toll, WMevt, x. 17. The LorD your God is God of gods, and 


F. A 4 + . Bi "F. 
e00 01M Bev of lords, a great Gon, a mighty and a terrible, 
e _ " regardeth not perſons, nor taketh rewards, 2, Chron, 
1 otner : 


ayaton! n0r 


% 7. here is uo iniquity with the LoRD our GoD, 
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mor reſpet of perſons, nor taking of gifts, Job xxxiy, 
18, 19, Is it fit to ſay to a king, thou art wicked ? or ty 
princes, ye are ungodly ? how much leſs to him that 


Ser. 


in the 
tall t 


accepteth not the perſons of princes, nor regardeth the rith Hap 
more than the poor ? for they are all the work of bis hard, Mims « 
Rom, ii. 6. ho will render to every man according ty ihoſe 1 
bis deeds ; for there is no reſpe# of perſons with Gov, MM... op 
AQts x. 34, 35. Of @ truth, T perceive that God is w fying 
reſpeer of perſons 3 but in every nation he that fearah ay 2 


him, and werketh righteouſneſs, 1s accepted with hin, 


Eph. vi, 3, 9. The apoſtle there preſteth the duties off = 
ſervants to maſters, from this conſideration, that what-W,..z ,; 
ſcever good thing any man doth, the ſame ſhall he receing 1btain 
of the LorD, wwhether he be bond or free; and at the here f 
gth ver. Ye maſters, do the ſame thing unto them, fo-ſh,: ;;.... 
bearing threatning 3 knowing that your maſter alſo 1 iMh...} ....; 
heaven, neither 1s there reſpet of perſons with him, Hee © 
maketh this hkewiſe an argument, why men ſhould non -4 
oppreſs and deal deceitfully one with another, Col. iiQ.;;.. c 
25. But he that doth wrong, ſhall recetve for the orange, : +, 
zohich be hath done ; and there is no reſpe& of perſon... ; 
And in general, St. Peter urgeth thus confideration up... 2; . 
all men to deter them from fin in any kind, 1 Pet, W...:. 


17, And if ye call on the Father, <vho without reſpel 
of perſons judgeth according to every man's work, paſs tiffiſh 1 #.,,, 
time of your ſojourning here in fear. 

And beſides that the ſcripture doth remove this at ti 
greateſt diſtance from God, it gives us alſo ſeveral in 
Nances of the impartiality of the divine juſtice, that 


: the d; 
d;ectio! 
ner vu 


veion 
is not to be perverted and turned aſide by any of the orld, , 
extrinſical confiderations which commonly ſway wilunifm, 
men 3 it is not to be prevailed with and overcome Wh c..; 
Aattery and intreaties, Mat, vii. 21, 22. Not every ii:;;.,4ji+; 
that ſaith unto me, LorD, LorD, ſhall enter into fl 1.4 
kingdom of heaven ; but be that doth the <vill of ny i; ...... 
ther which 7s in heaven, &c. The divine juſtice 18 WWo;1..4 
' to be impoſed upon by good words, and external ſhewiſ; j. -;, 
and falſe profeſſions ; ſo neither by any external relat\þ ;. , , 
to him ; For many faall come from the eaft, ard fron Wo... . 


wot, and ſhall fit dows with Abraham, 1ſaac, and Jas 


Mection 


Vas 
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xiv Ws the kingdom of Gop, bur the children of the kingdom 
or te Wl (bail be caft out into utter darkneſs. 

that And however men may. bear up-themſelves now upon 
ith Wtheir worldly greatneſs and power, certainly there is a 
rand, time coming, when the greateſt perſons in the world, 
ng i Whoſe who overturn kingdoms, and lay waſte countries, 
50D, Wand oppreſs and ruin millions of mankind for the grati- 
15 0 Wing of their own Inſts and ambition, I ſay there is a 
eareth lay a coming, when even theſe, as much, nay more 
bin, than others ſhall fear and tremble before the impartial 
ties of uſtice of GoD, Rev. vi, 1 5. Andthe kings of the earth, 


what-Wrd the great men, and the rich men, and the chief 
rYecerw 


at the very freeman hide themſ:loes in the dens, and in the rocks 
n, fore" tbe rrountains 3 for the great day of bis aurath is come, 
0 1s p-7 110 [ball be able to and? The impartial juſtice of 
7, HW or will treat the greateſt and the meaneft perſons alike, 


111d not 
Col, 
e corong 
perſon 
ON upC 
* Pet, 
14 reſpel 


, paſs th 


his at tl 
veral 10 


R-v. XX, 12. 1 ſazp the dead, ſmall and great, land 
fore GoD 3 and the books were opened, and another b99k 
pas eHen2d,, wuhich is the book of life ; and the dead were 
oped owt of thoſe things which were woritten in the b90%s 
cording 20 rperr works, All judged according to their 
EST 

[ fonld next proceed, to vindicate the juflice of Gov 
: the &;/ribution of rewards and pumſhmexts, from ti: 
dections, which ſeem to impeach it. But before 5 
mer upon this,” it will be convenient to fatisfy one 


e, that Wetion, which hath occafioned great diſputes in the | 
Y of tha orld, and that is, how far juſtice, eſpecially as to the 
way Wiuniment of offenders, is effential to Gop ? And for 
-rcome | 


be ci-aring of this matter, 1 ſhall briefly lay down theſe 


t every 0 bopoſlition?., | 

er int0 þ Fiift, 1 take this for a certain and undvubted truth, 
of my 1: eery perteRtion is efſential ro Gop, and cannot be 
tice 18 


hegined to be ſeparated trom the divine nature, Lecaulz 
rnal hes 1s the natural notion which men haye of Go D, that 
nal relat\i: « ; being that bath a!' perfefiion, 

rd fron Seepndiv, The actnit conitant exerciſe of thoſe divine 
| and Jai-ctions, the effetts win: cot are without himſelf, in 
Fer, VI, { Rus 


raptains, and the mighty men, and every bond man and 


. Not eſſential to God, For inſtance, tho* Gov be eſſ*9. 


| &reatned : But then if w2 conſider Gep ag Jeving gou 
n 
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tially powerful and good ; yet it is not neceſſary, that 
he ſhould always exerciſe his power and goodneſs ; by 
at ſuch times, and in ſuch a manner, as ſeems beft tg 
his wiſdom ; and this is likewiſe true of his wiſdom ang 
juſtice, becauſe theſe are perfe&tions, the effes wheredf 
are terminated upon ſomething without himſelf. 
Thirdly, It is effential to Gop to love goodneſs, ang 
hate fin, wherever he ſees them. It is not neceſſary 
there ſhould be a world, or reaſonable creatures in it; 
but upon ſuppoſition that Gop makes ſuch creaturs, 
it is agreeable to the divine nature, to give them goo 
and righteous 'Iaws, to encourage them in the doing of 
that which is good, and to diſcourage them from doing 
that which is evil z which cannot be done, but by r. 
wards and puniſhments ; and therefore it is agreeable to 
the perfeQion of the divine nature, to reward goodnels 
and to puniſh fin, | 
Fourthly, As for thoſe rewards which the goſpel pre- 
miſeth, and the puniſhments which it threatens, ther 
is ſome difference to be made between the rewarding and 
puniſhing juſtice of Gop. 
1. As for that abundant reward Gop is pleaſed ti 
promiſe to good men, the promiſe of it is founded in hi 
goodneſs and the performance of that promiſe in hi 
Juſtice ; for 1t 1s juſtice to perform what he promils 
tho* the promiſe of {o great and abundant a reward v1 
mere goodneſs. j* | 
2, As for the puniſhing juſtice of Cop, about whic 
hath been the great queſtion, whether that be eſſen x 
to God or not, it ſeems yery plain that it is not neceſiaſWq ang 
that Gop ſhould inflict thoſe judgments which he thra 
tens, becauſe he hath threatned them ; four there 13 no 
the like obligation upon perſons to perform their thrett 
nings, that there is to perform their promiſes ; becaul 
God by his promiſe becomes a debtor to thoſe to when 


fo uni 
he makes the promiſe; but when he threatens he is tuW4.1 > 
creditor, and we are debtors to his juſtice ; ad as Fong wa 
creditor he may remit the puniſhment which he hat. world 
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Nene neſs and hating fin 3 if we look upon him as governor 
that {llof the world, and concerned to preſerve good order, to 
but encourage holineſs and righteouſneſs, and to diſcounte- 
ft to Minance fin, under this conſideration it is effential to hin 
n and ſto puniſh fin at ſuch times, and in ſuch manner and cir. 
tered am ſtances, as ſeems beft to his wiſdom, 

And I am not at all moved by that, which is urged 
by fome learned men to the contrary, and if puniſhing 
Euftice were eſſential to Gopy, then he muſt puniſh the 
inner immediately, ſo ſoon as he hath offended, and to 


;, and 
eſſary 


in it; 


tures, Whe utmoſt of his power z becauſe whatever as naturally, 
1 gool pts neceſſarily, and te the utmoſt: for I do not ſuppoſe 
oing ouch a juſtice eſſential to Gop as as neceſſarily, but 
1 doing Wuch a juſtice, which as to the time, and manner, and 
by re-Mitircymſtances of its ating is regulated and determined 
able tor his wiſdom ; and there is the ſame reaſon likewiſe of 


odnels, 


el pro 
;, there 
4ing and 


15 goodneſs, | 
{ come now to the objeAions, which are taken partly 
om the diſpenſations of God in this world ; and partly 
om the puniſhments of the other, ON, 
Firſt, As.to the diſpenſations of Gop in this world, 
ere are theſe two things objeted againft the juftice of 
e divine providence. | 
I. The inequality of GoD's dealings with good and 
d men in this world, 
IT, The tranflation of puniſhments, puniſhing one 
tan's fin vpon another, as the fins of the fathers upon 
Les, of the prince upen the people, I begin 
tt the 
{. ObjeEtion, the inequality of Gop's dealing with 
bod and bad men in this world, In this life things hap- 
a promiſcuoufly, there is one event to the righteous, 
Id to the wicked ; if the wicked ſuffer and are afflicted, 
are the righteous ; if the righteous ſometimes flouriſh, 
do the wicked ; and is not this unjuſt, that thoſe who 
2 ſo unequal as to their deſerts ſhould be equally dealt 
lthal? or if there be any inequality, it is uſually, the 
Fong way, the wicked do many times profper more in 
e world, and the righteous are fr2quently more afflic- 
. This was the great objefion of old againſt the 
| OQ 2 providence 
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providence of Gop, which the heathen 'philoſophe,s 
took ſo much pains to anſwer, nay it did often thake 
the faith of holy and good men in the Old TeLamert, 
Job xii, 6. The tabernacies of robbers proſper, ard they 
chat proweke Gor are ſecure, into wvheſe hand Coy 
bringeth aburdantly ; and Chap. xxi- 7, S, 9. he ex. 
poſtulates the ſame matter again; and David fays, tlis 
was a great ſtumbling-block to him, Pſal.. Ixxl1i; 2, 4, 
And the like we find in the prophets, Jer. xii. 1. and 
Hah. i. 13. This objeQion I have elſewhgre conſidered; 
1 ſhall now very briefly offer two or three things, which 
F hope will be ſufficient to break the force of jr. 

\ TI, It muſt be granted, that it is not neceſſary to jy- 
ftice to ſhew itſelf immediately, and to diſpence rewards 
and puniſhments fo ſoon as there are objects for them, 
This is not thought neceſſary among men, much more 
ought we to leave it to the wiſdom of Gob to determine 
the time and circumſtances of. the exerciling of his ju. 


laſt, te 
hey w 
hoſe 11 
f pref 
pt to 


ſtice: And we are not to conclude that the providence of i on 
Gov is unjuſt, if he do not beſtow rewards, and infiit 4 
puniſhments, juſt when we think he thould, nd 
2. If Gop intended this life. for a ſtate of tryal, +, 

wherein he would prove the obedience of men and their tis | 
free inclination to good or evil, it is not reatonable to BW, _- ; 
expeCt that he ſhould follow men with preſent rewar WW. .,1, 
ang puniſhments; for that would lay too great a forceWſp, -. 
upon men, ſo that there would hardly be any opportunity W,r.,, 
of trying them 3 but on the contrary, there is all tre], ”_ 
reaſon in the world to preſume that Gop ſhould oxercie Wy... | 
the graces and virtues of good men with afflictions 20, 
ſufterings, and ſuffer bad men to take their courſe for ah. _—_ 

while, and walk in their own ways, without continu. . _ 
checks, by frequent and remarkable judgments upon, - 


them, ſo often as they offend, Ng 

3. If there be another life after this, wherein mn, 1; ,” 
ſhall be judged according to their works, then t1.5 0b- 
JeQtion vaniſheth, for that great day will ſet ail tun 
fraight, which ſeem now to be ſo crooked and irregular, 
The deferring of rewards and puniſhments to the mol 
convenient ſeaſon, is ſo far from being a refieCtion vp 
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1017 Wi the fuſtice of Gop that it is highly to the commendation 
ke Whof it, What Claudian ſays of Ruffinus, a very bad man, 
ent, Whwhoſe long impunity had tempted men to call in queſtion 
'by Wihe juſtice of God, is conſiderable in this caſe ; 
0» WW Abftulit hunc tandem Ruffini pana tumultum, 


= 


an Abſolvitque Deos. 
tlis Wrrhe puniſhment which overtook him at laſt, did quiet 
> 3: Withoſe tumultuous thoughts, and abſolved the gods from 
and W-Ht blame, When men look but a little way, and con- 
ered; Wider only the preſent ſtate of things, they are ready to 
vai WMeuarrel at the juſtice of them z but if they would look 
_ - Wt the end of things, and have patience to tay till the 
0 1!- Whaſt, to ſee the conclufion and winding up of things, 
was Whey would then acquit God in their thoughts from all 
them, Whoſe imputations of injuſtice, which from the inequality 
| 107% df preſent diſpenſations, raſh and inconſiderate men are 
r1mine Wot to charge him withal. 
5 jv" WW 11. Objection, from the tranſlation of puniſhments, 
ence of he puniſhing of one man's fin upon another, as of the 
1080 Wrher upon the children, which God threatens in the 
_  Wfcond commandment, and did in fome fort fulfll in 
| try, hab, in 5rimging ihe evil he bad threatncd him with al, 
4 their i, 2;; for"s days, 1 Kings xxi. 19, The puniſhing the 
able 0 Wn of one perſon upon a people, as that of Achan upon 
rewars he whole congregation, Joſh, xxii, 20. Did not Actar 
. a force Wks ſon of Zerab commit a treſpaſs in the accurſed thing # 
oreunly Bird wrath fell on all the congregation of Tſractl, and that 
; all ml 77 periſhed non alone in bis iniquity, And the fin of 
- CXCTCLe 


| avid upon the people, 2 Sam. xxiv. when ſeventy 
ons 200 WW ouſand died of the plague, for David's fin in numbring 
rie for a be people. Now how is this agreeable to juſtice ? Is it 
onticul Wt 2 known rule, Noxd caput ſequitur, Miſchief purſ«c; 
ws Ve ner ? What can be more reaſonable, Ryam «©! 
(ata ſu9s teneant Authores, Than that mens faxlrs 


Tein T18-:/{ b- charged upon the authors, and puniſhment ali 
£145 00 WWbon the onilty ? 

a1l Lu For anſwer to this, | 

ny I. It is not unreaſonable, that one man ſhould bear the 
tre M 


niikment of another's fault, if he be willing and con- 
It 20 bear its, I'olenis non St injuria, Tore is no wrong 
£ RE aan: 
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done to thoſe, that are willing to undergo it, tho" they by Wi gnner 


innocentz which was the caſe of our Bleſſed SAvious Wwe dc 
ſuffering for us, the juſt for the unjuſt, as the ſcripture Will 9; 
exprefleth it, ſevere 


2, Where the perſon, upon whom the puniſhment is MW7,0: » 
transfer*d, is likewiſe a ſinner, and obnoxious of Goy, 
there can be no injuſticez becauſe he bath deſerved jt 
upon his own account, and God, may take what occaſion Wehe rig 
he pleaſeth to-puniſh them that deſerve to be puniſhed, M74 L 

3. In puniſhing the; iniquity of the father upon the 
children, the guilty perſon, that is, the father, 1s puniſhel 
in the calamity of his children, for a man's children are he he « 
himſelf multiplied ; and therefore it is very rem:rkable Matways 
in the ſecond commandment, Go» promiſeth 7 /xy 
mercy to thouſands of generations of them that love l:m; 
but he viſits the inzguities of the fathers upon the chilirm, 
but fo the third and fourth generation, that 1s, io tar asiſto him 
man may live to ſee them puniſhed, and ſuffer in ther men 
puniſhment, : | 2 the x 

4. As to the puniſhment of the people for the ing of 
their princes and governors, and one part of a commus- 
m:1*y for another, ſuppoſing all of them to be finners, 
which is the true caſe, Gop may lay the puniſhment 
where he pleaſeth 3 and there is no more injuſtice tha jo 
when a man is whipt on the back for the thefc which 
his hand committed, a community being one body ; be- 
des the prince is puniſhed in the loſs of his peop's, tht 
glory of a king conſiſting jn the multitude of his 125108 

The objeRion with reſpe&t to the other word, 
puniſhment of temporal evils with efernal, is eljc-whzr 
anſwer'd. | | | 

The uſe we ſhould make of this whole diſcourtc 15, 

Firſt, If Gop be juſt and righteous, let us acinw 
ledge it in all bis diſpenfations, even in thoſe, tie 7c 
fon whereof is moſt hidden and obſcure, Neh. ix. 33 
Speaking of the great afliftions that had befallen GoD' 
own people, yet this he lays down as a firm principle 
borobeir thou art juſt in all that 15 brought upon us. 

Secondly, This js matter of terror fo wicked met 
G2op doth now exerale His mide athiibutes foward 

: 15111908 
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y be WW Gnners, his metcy, and patience, and goodneſs ; but if 


ous Wwe deſpiſe theſe, that 'terrible attribute of his juſtice 
pture {Wwill diſplay itſelf ; and this the ſcripture deſcribes in a 
ſevere manner, the Lorn revengeth, and is jealous ; the 
ORD woill take wengeance on his adverſaries, and re= 
wroveth wrath for his enemies, 

red it Thirdly, This is matter of comfort to good men, that 
cation the righteous GoD governs the world, and will judge it, 
ſhed. {WThe LorD reigneth, let the earth rejoyce, Pal. xcvii. I, 
n the {WAnd he gives the reaſon of it in the next verſe, Righteouſ- 
niſhel WWneſs and judgment are the habitation of bis throne, Tho” 


ent is 
30D, 


'en are he be omnipotent, we need not fear ; for his power is 
r&abie always under the conduCt of sternal righteouſneſs, 

{ro WM Fourthly, Let us imitate this righteouſneſs, let vs en- 
e 5: ; eeavour & be righteous as he is righteous ; let us give to 


eigen 
tar 2s 
1 their 


0D the love, reverence, and obedience which are due 
to him ; and 1n all our dealings, what is juſt and due 
omen, This duty hath an immutable yeaſon, founded 
n the nature of Gop, 
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I. What we are to underſtand by the truth of Gon, MW Se 
I ſhall take it as the ſcripture uſeth it in a large ſenſe, IF place 


j 

i | fo as to include not only the veracity of God, but his I iuſtic 
10% faithfulneſs, Hence it is that in ſcripture truth ang {W doth 
Lb i faithfulneſs are ſo often put together, and frequently I be ; | 
J |; put one for another. Iſa, xxv. 1, Thy counſels of old or, MW is ma 
| |! faithfulneſs and truth, Rev, xxi, 5. Theſe wwords are tru ME only « 

1 1! _ - and faithful, And the faithfulneſs of Gov in performing I iuftic: 
11, his promiſes, is frequently call'd his truth, And becauſe WÞ 1. 
J. ._ the ſcripture nſeth them promiſcuouſly, we need not be {WT tha! 


very ſolicitous to find out diſtin notions of them ; but 
if you will, they may be diftinguiſh'd thus ; the truth or 
veracity of GoD hath place in every declaration of his 
mind ; the faithfulneſs of Gon only in his promiles, | 
Fi For the firſt, The veracity or truth of Gop ; this {Wand co 
Wl t hath place in every declaration of his mind 3 and fieni- WW 
| fies an exact correſpondence and conformity between his 
word and his mind, and conſequently between his word 
and the truth and reality of things. The correſpondence 
of his word with h's mind, depends upon the reQitude 
of his will! ; the conformity of his word with the reality 
of things, not only upon the reCtitude of his will, but 
4 the perfection of his knowledge, and the infallibility of 
Wl his underſtanding; fo that when we ſay Gop is true, or 
Ul. ſneaks truth, w> mcan thus, that his words are a plain 
declaration of his mind, and a true repreſentation of 
things, in oppoſition to falſkood, which is ſpeaking other- 
wiſe than we think. For inſtance, when God declares any 
thing to be ſo, or not to be ſo, to have been thus, or not 
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| [ to have been thus, the thing really is ſo, and he thinks ie by a 
1.6 ſo; when he expreiſeth his defire of any thing, he does With th 
ne really defire it 3 when he commands any thing, or forbids WF can n 
neg us any thing, it is really his mind and will that we ſhould UF its « 
| Milk do what he commands, and avoid what he forbids; when Fords, 
wm he declares and foretels any thing future, it really ſhall ſling « 
[il i come to paſ;, and he really intended it ſhould ; if the Int in 
1.4.88 declaration be to be underſtood abſolutely, it ſhall abſo-Mrform 
| 4 lutely come to paſs; if the declaration be to be nnderfiond 8 infir 
46 conditionally, it ſhail come.to paſs, and he intends 't hol, WWefight 
11 if the condition be performed, | erater 
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| Secondly, The faithfulneſs of Gop, This only hath 
© place in his promiſes, in which there is an obligation of 
| juſtice ſuperadded” to his word ; for GoD by his promiſe 
Edoth not only declare what he intends, and what ſhall 
be ; but confers a right upon them to whom the promiſe 
*;s made, fo as that the breach of his promiſe would not 
bonly caſt an imputatiori upon his truth, but -upon his 
 juftice, 


C200 rally, 


IE. That this perfeQtion belongs to Gov, And this 


1 ſhall endeavour to prove, | 
| Firft, From the diQates of natural light, 
| Secondly, From ſcripture, 


| Firſt, From the dictates of natural light, Natura! 


Jight tells us, that truth and faithfulneſs are perfeCtions, 


nd conſequently belong to the divine natiire ; and that 
falſhood and a he are imperfeCtions, and to be removed 
from Gov, There is nothing that is amongſt men 
ſteemed a greater contumely and reproach, than to give 


nent of ſo much baſeneſs, .and of a low and mean and 
ervile ſpirit 3 the uſual temptation to it being fear of 
pling ſome advantage, or incurring ſome danger, Hence 
as that ſaying, that it 7s the property of a ſlave to lie, 
ut of 2 free mar; to ſpeak truth: Now whitever argues 
aleneſs or imperfeCtion, our reaſon tells us is infinitely 
d be ſeparated from the moſt perfeC&t being, Gop can- 
rt be tempted with evil, the divine nature being all-ſuf- 
ent, can have no temptation to be otherwiſe than good 
d juſt, and true and faithful, Men are tempted to 
le by advantage, and out of fear ; but the divine nature 
ath the ſecurity of its fulneſs and all-ſufficiency, that 
can not. hope for any increaſe, nor fear any impairment 
its eſtate, Men are unfaithful, and break their 
ords, either becauſe they are raſh and inconfiderate in 
ſing of them, or forgetful in minding them, or incon- 
nt in keeping of them, or impotent and unable to 


$ infinite wiſdom, and perfet knowledge, and clear 
refight of all events, ſecure him both from incon- 
erateneſs, and inconſtancy, and forgetfulneſs ; and his 
infinite 


| man the-lie, to call him a lyar, becauſe it is an argu-; 


rform them ; but none of theſe are incident to God ;_ 
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infinite power renders him able to perform what he hah 
ſpoken and to make good his word, And that theſe as 


der, 1 
ith t] 


0D 7; 


the natural diftates and ſuggeſtions of our minds, appear; ihar th, 
clearly from the reaſonings of the heathen in this rat. lh it ? 
ter, who were deſtitute of divine revelation, Plato de {Wi hey a 
Repub. 1. 2. lays down this as a certain truth, Thy Mouth, 
lying and falſhood are imperfetions, and odious to Go ihe nor 


and men, T9 ftv <2yTog & pecvoy amo Dew, de x ut 


ery 10 

_ evIeasaroy prirtirai, And afterwards he tells us, The Wot ok 
the divine nature 1s free from all temptations hereto, cithe Fo, | 
from advantage or fear, ; g% de iciv & Eveua dy Yi Miivine-n 
o{xuToilo 3 wavry age dtutte T3 DBeiov z and. concludes, Mop 7: 
Therefore GoD is true, and deals plainly with us, bh Mile, vi 
in his words and ations, and is neither changed hinſef Was in 
mor decetves us. Porphyry in the life of Pythagoras telsfpnſolat! 
1s, that thisazvas one of his precepts, jaangye 8 arndivu;iete [cr 
T&To yas paivoy Tivacle T8; avipumuc worry Jes wag il And | 
10s; and afterwards he adds, That truth ts [0 great ſus perf 
a perfeftion, that if Gor would render bimſelf w1/hlef$ of h 
to men, he would chuſe light for bis body, and truth fuWcerity 
Þrs foul. | bat he 
. Secondly, From ſcripture.» The ſcripture doth veryMWpought: 
frequently attribute this to GoD, 2 Sam, vii. 283. AM very « 
row, O Lord Gov, thou art that Gon, and thy work men, 
be true ; Pſal. xxv. 10, Al! the paths of the Lox arlff Goo, 


mercy and truth ; Plal. xxxi. 5. Into thy band IT commit 
my ſpirit ; thou haſt redeemed me, O LogD Gov of truth 
Rev. iii, 7. Theſe things ſaith he, that 1s holy, he that 
7s true, Rev. vi. 10. How Jong, O Lord, holy and 
true? xv. 3. Juſt and true are thy ways, thou King! 
ſaints, xvi. 7. True and righteous are thy judgments n 
Hither we may refer thoſe texts which ſpeak of the with « 
plenty and abundance of Goy's truth, Ex, xxxiv. 6. may 
Abundant in pgrodneſs and truth, Pal, bouxvi. 15 Peſton 
Plenteovs in mercy and truth; and thoſe which {peak of®ſuture 
the duration and eternity of it, Pſal. c. 5. And bs was 
eruth endureth te all generations, xvii. 2. Ard toe trutl breſs 7 
of the LorxD endureth for ever, cxlvi, 6. Who kerpitogR x1 
truth for ever. As the ſcripture doth attribute thoſQW*7 mice 
perfeCtion to Gop, ſo it removes the contrary from _ 
| wi 
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And as the ſcripture aſſures us of his ſincerity, 
his truth and faithfulneſs in the accompliſhment of 4 
his prediCftions, and performance of all his promiſes, 4 
for the truth of his prediftions, and certain accomyli 
ment of them, the ſcripture frequently uſeth this yy 
verbial ſpeech, to atlure us of the certainty of their ; 
compliſhment ; Heaven and earth;ſpal; paſs arvay, hi 
my words all not paſs away, Matth. xxiv. 35. In 
the faithfulncis of Gop in his promiſes, the (ſcript 
makes frequent mention of it, Deut, vii, 0. Xn 
therefore that the Loxy thy God, be is Gov, 21 ſaith 
Ful Gov, which keepeth covenant and mercy. Pai. xxx 
33» 34+ 'T will. nat ſuffer my faithfulneſs to fail, 3 0 
wenant will T not breat, mor alter the thing whic! i; an 
out of my lips, The faripture doth record Gop's jan 
tual and full performance of his promiſes 3 particolai 
of that promiſe te Abraham, after four hundr-6 yeu 
to bring the children of Tiraei our of Egypt, a=s :© vn 
them the land of Canaar. for an inheritance, Gen, x. 1: 
The punCtual accompliſhment you have recorded, Exc 
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and FOIrL ears, even the ſeif [ame day 27 Cameo 76 pal 
that all the bois of 192 Lorp went out from: the iandi 
Egypt : See likewiſe Jolh. xxl. 44 4.5, and XX, 1 
1 Kings vili. 56. And upon ths account it 12 th 
Goo is ſo frequently in ſcripture ftil'd, 24: Cop th 
keepeth covenant, 1 Kings viii, 23, Net, i. c. Q,? 
and in ſeveral ether places, And fo likewiſe of previ 
tions of evil to come, God 3s true in fulfiliiny is wor 
I Sam. xv. 29, When the prophet hed threatned oa 
to rent the kingdom from , he adds, 7: /irenp 


of Iſrael Iuill 6! {ie nor repe23 t, for he is not a 7: "a MW! 


be ſhould repent. as dee; 
III, I come to mgmove ſore, objections thut my Þ ken t/ 
made againſt the truth and faithfulneſs of Gor, m his 


whic 


Firſt, It 1s objected apainſt rne Gacerity ©: (0D 4 


his plain dealing, that ” 1s {ſometimes rapteoſea'h d ro7p 
ſcripture, as inſpiring prophets with ihe] 5, 1290” 3 an 
22% 0 hay 

i'Kings Xxit, 20, &G, Joi Iv, 10, 20; 27, L 64. £1. BP = 
AY Vo $ :: 


Vot, 


Anſw. Ago three of theſe texts, it-is a known He- 


t of alfWaiſm to expreſs things in an imperative 'and active 
e, arm, which are to be underſtood only permiſfſively, Sp 
myli Where the dewils beſought Cr isT, that be nvould ſuffer 
\is prodihen to enter into the berd of ſwine, be ſaid unto them, 


heir 
-ay, by 
of For 


, Matth. viii. 3z. He did not command but permit 
em, And ſo John xili. 27; where our SAviouR 
ys to Judas, what thou 'doſft, do quickly, we are not te 


criptueMWderſtand, that he commanded bim to betray him, tho? 
| KnaWhat ſeemed to be expreſſed in the form. So likewiſe here, 
'c ſaith Where an evilſpirit offered himſelf to be a Jying ſpirit in 
. :xxxrhe mouth of the prophet, and Gop ſays, go forth and 
_ ":; allllþ ſo; this only ſignjfies a permiſſion, not a command, 
i, i: ond fo Jer iv. 10. where the prophet complains that 


» 


I 3200 


tic oa ſpve peace, when the ſevord reachc!h ro the ſoul 5 we are 
--6 ca underſtand this'no otherwiſe, but that Gop permitted 


G :« he falſe prophets to deceive;them, propheſying peace to 
em, as appears by the hiſtory, Ezek., xiv, g. 1 the 


08D have deceived that prophet, that is, permitted 


r 1 nat 


m to be deceived, and to deceive the people, as a juſt 
- :0 po WIdament upon them for their infidelity with reſpe& to 
'« {2nd 5 true prophets.- This he threatens at the 5th ver, [I 
; x11, 1488/// take the houſe of Iſrael in their own heart, becauſe 
it 1: rey are all eftranged from me through their idols; becauſe 
C cr tHcy have choſen to themſelves falſe gods, 1 will ſeffer 
©. 0, 1]Wcn to be deceived with falſe prophets ; and that this 
of »reaW the meaning, appears by the threatning added, and 7 


- 1118 wort 
* 62160 96 


ms /Trens 
o - 4 fy 


ill iretch out my hand upon bim, and I will deſiroy bim 
m the midſt of my people: now God will not puniſh 
at whereof he is the author, _ 

That text, Jer. xx, 7. Thou haſt deceivzed me, ard 1 
as deceived, ſignifies no more, but that he had mil- 
ken the promiſe of GoD to him, who when he gave 
m his commiſſion, told him he would be with him, 


i 74% 0 


- (00 a hich he underſtood that no evil ſhould come to him, 
rete 1.122 id novo be wvas become a derifion, and the people mocked 
 5:, ang and in his paſſion and weakneſs he breaks forth 
1/6. Fo this expreſſion, Thou haſt decera:d me, axd I was de- 


Au Wd; whereat it was his own mgllake of the meanin? 


of 


2 


0D had greatly deceived the people, ſaying, they ſhould 
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of Gopy's promiſe, which was not, that he ſhould ny MT * 
meet with ſcorn, and oppoſition, and perſecution, by; Þ 
that they ſhould not prevail againſt him, as you may ( 

at the latter end of the firſt chapter. 8 2 
_ Second objeCtion againſt the faithfulneſs of Gon as ts MW! , 
performance of his promiſe, 'tis objeCed, that Gon dig MW & 
not give the children of Iſrael all the land which he pro. WT þ: 
miſed to Abraham, as will appear by comparing Gen, MW th 


| xviii, 19, 20, with Joſh. x11. 1. &c. and Judy, ji, WW ca 


20, 2T, Gen, xv. 28, Gop promiſed to give Abrahin MW! to 
and his feed ſuch a land, the bounds whereof he deſcriba MW cox 
Joſh, xiii. x. *Tis ſaid there, that zbere rematned very lt yii. 
much land yet unconquer'd, which they had not got the MW thi 
poſſeſſion of. And udg. Its 20, "tis ſaid, that the : of 
people having not performed their payt of the covenant, W 7/7; 
God would ſuſpend the further performance of his pro. 
miſe, and- wwould n0t drive out any more of the nation Wizz; 
before them ; and it is probable, that the HKraelites neve MWg: 
were poſſeſt of the promifed land in the full latitude ani Wyre 
extent of the promiſe. wg” ; 
Anſw, This covenant of Gop with Abraham, wa 
npon confideration of his paſt faith and obedience, tho 
it. ſeems the full performance of it did likewiſe depent{ct \ 
upon the future obedience of his poſterity ; in purſuance 
of his covenant, notwithſtanding all- the murmuring, 
and rebellions of that people, Gop did bring them int 
the promiſed land, tho' they provoked him to deſiry 
them many a time ; becauſe he remembred his covenant 
with Abraham ; when they were poſſeſt of it, Go gait 
them a title to the reſt, and would have aſliited them n 
the conqueſt of it, if they had performed the condition 
required on their part, that is, continued faithful an 
-obedient to him; but they did not, and thereby al: 
charged Gov from any further performance of þ1s pro 
miſe; and God when he had done this, had tuliy per 
farmed the covenant he made with Abraham, to far Wbry G 
concerned his part, as appears by the acknowledgmeny 
of Jothua, even in a time when a preat part of the Jan 
was unconquer'd, Joſh, xxi, 44.. and of Solomen, 1 4% 
viii, 56, yea, and had it not- been that Gop Mas mi 
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this covenant, as well upon conſideration of Abraham's 
faith and obedience, as upon condition of the future 
obedience of his poſterity, the rebellions and diſobedience 
> as to I of the people in the wilderneſs had releaſed Gop wholly 
on did from the promiſe, and he had not been unfaithful if he 
© had deſtroyed utterly that people, and made a full end of 


= « *%.% 
+ ernngs SER EF 


1e Pr0- 

g Gen | them, and they had never entered into that land; be- 
de. ii, WT cauſe a failure of the condition doth make the obligation, 
brabamn i to ceaſe; and that this condition was implied in the 


eſcribve {MW covenant with Abraham, appears by theſe texts, Deut. 
ed very 8 vii. 12, 13. Xie 22, 23, 42+ and Judg. ii. 20, Gop gives 
got the [W this reaſon why he ſuſpended the compleat performance 
hat the {Wof his promiſe, rhe anger of the Log Þ was hot againſf 
wenant, WW 1/-ae!, and be ſaid, becauſe that this people hath tranſ- 
his pro- {Wgreſſed my covenant which I commanded their fathers, and 
nations {Wi bawe not hearkned to my woice, IT alſo wwill not henceforth 
es neva ſidrive out any of the nations zphich Foſhua left when be 
tude ant died, 
} Third objeftion, Cop is not punQual in performing 


am, wa Wis threatnings z as when he threatned Adam, Gen, ii. 17. 
ce, tho' Bn the day thou eateſs thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely die ; which 
ſe depentFyet was not accompliſh'd, for he lived many hundred 
purſuanc WFears after, God threatned Abab to bring evil apon bins 
rearing, Wipnd b:s family, x Kings xxi, 2x, But upon his humi- 
them \nullWation he is pleaſed to reſpite it, ver. 29, So Gon 
to deſroFhreatned Hezekiah with death, but upon his prayer adds 
; covenallWFfteen years to his life, Thus Nineveh was threatned, 


Go 1 ga" ut upon their repentance, Gop.repented of the evil, 


2d them "ion, iii, 10, Now how is this deferring and turning 
> concitioWway of judgment confiſtent with the truth of Gop * 
ithful 29th not this ſeem to charge him with falſhood or levity ? 
hereby UE Anſw, This may be ſaid in general, that every one 
of h1s proldat underſtands the nature of Gop, cannot, but be 
i tully Pry well afſur'd, that falſhood and levity, are very far 
n, to far om Gopy ; and' tho' he could not untie ſome parti- 
ve ledger knots, and anſwer all difficulties, yet he ought to 
of the Jan latisfied in this aſſurance. I confeſs this objection is 
en, 1 S'Wubleſome, and requires a diſtin& conſideration, I will 


pb has 0h 
{iy 


t be peremptory in nice matters, but I ſhall, with 
Þ miſſion, offer theſe things in anſwer to it, 
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| ) 1, As for the expreſſion of Gop's repenting, we rs 
to underſtand it, as many others in ſcripture, after the 


predictions of ſomething to come, s of 
( 1.) Some threatnings have only relation to a law, ani Firg 


0 manner of men, and ſpoken by way of condeſcenfhion t» = 
'F our weakneſs, and accommodated to our capacities, int ; 
10:8 not as caſting any imputation of falſhood and inconſtancy Wi : 
$43) upon Goy, 2s if either he did not intend what he ſ:ith, Wi er 
FEET or out of levity did alter his mind, When God is (id !» i e 
1} repent, the expreſſion only ſignifies thus much, that Goo Wi ( 
I li doth not execute that which ſeemed to us to have ben ”þ 
144 JN his purpoſe, that he is pleaſed to do otherwiſe than þ'; , ; 
101 1 threatnings ſeemed openly to expreſs, becauſe of fon: il 4 
I 01Þi tacit condition'implied in them 5 and this doth not dero. Wi wn 
It gate either from the truth, or fincezrity, or conſtancy of i . | 
tl Gov in his word, Not from his truth ; fort he fpeal: : { 
| what he intends really, if ſomething did not intervene i wn 
| to prevent the judgment threatned, upon which 1;: w: i . a 
reſolved, when he threatned, to take off and ftop his i hier 
ith Judgments : nor doth it derogate from his ſincerity ani of 1 
Wt plainneſs ; for he hath told us that his threatnings har Wiſh, _ 
in ſuch conditions implied in them: nor doth it derogat: for 
1Þ1 from the conſtancy and iImmutability of Gop ; becauſ: "9b 
I Gop doth not mutare confilium fed fententiam, he d:th 1! n 9, 
1H change bis eounſel end purpoſe; but takes off rhe ſ:n!rn i, , pe 
+ e'Þ which he had paſt which referved conditions, *Hy 
HAR 2. As to the inſtances, that I may give more part LE | 
110K cular ſatisfaQtion to them, I ſhall confider the threatning 7 "oY 
1-TEH of Goy with this double reſpe&, either with relation "Kg 
if 1:1 to a law, or with relation to the event z as they ar "ba 
118 
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they are the ſanion of it, And thus confide:'d, they diff "Ha 
from promiſes, for promiſes confer a right, o-ne prom: ;.: ok | 
1 cadir in debitum ; but a threatning doth not convey ag. 
11Y right; nor if forborn can the party complain of wrong :o | 
0s ' done to him; and therefore in this caſe it can onj ieht 
ot Hgnify what the offence againſt the law defcrves, ic | 
1/08 what the offender may expe; for the end of threatnng , the 
n | s not puniſhment, but the avoiding of it, And ti ame 

p | may anſwer the firſt inſtance, Gov gave Adam a ” ved, 
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2nd by way of ſanCtion, not of prediction og an ere08ile. 3. 
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aro i 

' the WW he threatned the breach of it with death: now Gop 
"1 to WF did not execute the puniſhment threatncd at the time 
, ant WP threatned, but defered it, and this without any impeach- 
tancy WW ment of his juſtice or truth, becauſe this threatning was 
ſaith, | only the ſanction of the law, 

and to (2.) We may conſider threatnings with relation to the 


Gov event and as prediftions ; and as to the accomplſhment 
C been | of theſe, there ſcems to be a greater degree of neceſſity, 
an ts Wi hecauſe the honour of God's knowledge, and power, 
F ſome 2nd truth ſeem to be concerned in them ; for if his word 
Ger | be not fulfilled, it muſt either be for want of knowledge 
\n-/ " Wi to foreſee events, or power to bring them to paſs, or 
Speaks BN conſtancy to his word, Now if we conſider threatnings 
tervene Wl with reſpe& to the event, as they are predictions of 
1: 2 WF future judgments, I think all the other inſtances may be 
frop hi fatisfied, by laying down this rule for the underſtanding 
rity al of them, viz, That all prophetical threatnings or predic- 
195 haVt WW 2icns of judgment are to be underſioed with this tacit con- 
derogat dition, if there do mot intervene the humiliation, and repen< 
| - q tance, and prayer of the perſoris againſt «vbom the fudemert 
o Acth 1! 


is threatned; and if ſo, Gon may upon repentance, wwith- 
eut any impeachment cf the honour of his truth, or know - 
We or potver, either defer, or abate, or remit the puniſh- 
FC 03" ” rent, And that the prediftions of judgments are to be 
can!" nderſtood with this condition, appears clearly from that 
1 ret-t!00- own text, Jer, xviii. 7, 8, 

they i I come now to the laſt thing I propoſed, to make ſame 

le of this doQtrine, | 

Firſt, If Got be a Gop of truth, then this £iyc3 vs 


tow /h 
2 ſ ontoncs 


a law, an! 


they WB Torince that he doth not deceive vs , that the facultics 
e promil-WMp hich he hath given us are not falſe, but when they 
conVeY "1 BWve clear perceptions of things, they do not <&r and 
of Wi iſtake, Were it not for the veracity of Cop, we 


+ Can 0h 


6 nt, for any thing we knov, be under a conſtant 
ACrVC, of 


eluſion; and no man could demonſtrate the contrary, 


: 1tnint npgt 
ke " n that this is our make and our temper, and the very 
i -200 of our underſtandings, to be then moſt of all e- 
_— ived, when we think ourſelves to be moſt certain; 
)1 2 


ay no man could be aſſured of the contrary, but trom 
Ence, becauſe yeracity and truth is a divine perſeRior 3 
| | P23 and 
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and therefore Goy cannot be the author of error nd m 
deluſion, Therefore we may be aſſured, that the frame ff e- 
of our underſtandings is not a cheat, but that our ſacu). WM :, 
Lies are true, and unleſs it be our own fault, we need n+ WM #1, 
be deceived in things that are neceſlary to our happin-{:, Wi 
Secondly, I Gop be a Gop of truth, then there js 
reaſon why we ſhould believe and aſſent to whatever w: MI :n 


Li are ſatisfied is revealed to us by Gop, A divine revelz. WM 20: 
qi tion is a ſufficient ground for the moſt firm aflent ; fr; WM th: 
0) th's very thing, that any thing is revealed by Goo, i; MI Me 

| [ il the higheſt evidence, and ought to give us the moſt firm IM i; f 
| 84 _ aſſurance of the truth of 1t, Hence it is that the worl MF Go 
Md! of God is call'd the word of truth, yea and 'truth it (-), WF hin 
| John wvii, 17. Thy word rs truth. | Dav 
| Therefore whoever entertains the ſcriptures as the C 


word of Gov, and 1s ſatisfied of the divine authority of WM whi 
them, ought in reaſon to believe every thing contained Bi rake 
in them, yea, tho” there be ſome things of which ny [»n: 


Ot On OO EA EET A: 
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l, j reaſonable account can be given, and which our reaſon f doth 
if and underſtanding cannot give us particular jatisactonMf is fa; 
oh 3n; yea, becauſe we are fatisfied that they are revealc!M becat 
| by GoÞ who cannot lie, whoſe knowledge 1s infall\ble Wi ſeem: 
vi and whoſe word is true, we ought upon this higher an 7f 2p 
| ſuperior reafon to yield a firm aſſent to the truth of then Wbin/; 
j if we do not, we diſhonour this perteC@tion of Gov, anltions 


rob him of his effential property, his veracity, 7 John 
v, 10. He that belieweth on the Son of Gap, bats i 
zritneſ? of himſelf 5 he that bettewerh not Go», Harb mt: 


him a liar, becauſe be belicved not the record tha: G00 


[7 gave of his Son, As on the other hand, if we do bein far, 
bl what Gop hath revealed, we glorify this pertetion oF Noy 
1-8 his, and ſet our ſeal to his veracity, So 'tis 1:10 0rith © 
1 0 Abraham, Rom. iv. 20, Thar be vas ſiro::9 :3 faillith } 
6 i {| giving glory zo GoD, And St, John the baptiti, (peaxinMſorr/e, 

10h concerning our SAVIOUR, faith, John it, 32, He :Mim, « 

. bath received bis tefiimony, hath fer to his ſeal, i at 00Rccomp 

iS Irut, om, j 


Thirdly, If Gop be a Gop of truth, and faith Thi 

| performing his promiſe, then here is a firm tc1:nco0 !!e be 
i For our hope ans truſt, If Gop have made ny 2cicd g 
4 | : Kill: 
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and miſe, we may ſecurely rely upon it, that it ſhall be made 

rame good 3 we may hold faſt our hope 2v:7hout wwavering, be- 
acul. cauſe he 18 faithful who bath promiſed, Heb, x. 27. 
A not Hence it is that the bleſſings of God's covenant are 
ine, WR call'd ſure mercres, Ia, Iv. 4, 


\Cre is We attribute much to the word of a faithful friend, 
'or we WY 2nd Took upon the promiſe of an honeſt man as very 
evela- WM good ſecurity 5 but men may fail us when we rely upon 
t : for WF them 3 but God 1s rue, tho? all men ſhould prove lyars, 
op, i; WE Men are fickle and mutable 3 but the nature of Gov 
vt firm i is fixed, he cannot fail thoſe that truſt in him, When 
e woll WR Gor hath made any promiſe to us, we may plead it with 


it (:f, WW him, and urge lim with his faithfulneſs. So we find 
[MW David did, -2 Sam. vii. 25, &c, | 

35 the Only we ſhould be careful to perform the condition 
ority of WW which is required on our part, Heb, iv. 1. we ſhould 
zntaincl Bi fake Heed left a promiſe being left us, any one ſhould come 
hich 1 12 of zr, by not performing the condition ; for that 
r reaſon {8 doth releaſe and diſcharge him of the promiſe, and he 
isfaction Mt is farthful, tho? he doth not perform what he promiſed, 
revealc! i becauſe he did not promiſe but upon condition ; and this: 
nfallble, WWſrems to be the meaning of thoſe words, 2 Tim, ii. 14, 
oher ant Jt toe belrewe nor, yet he abideth faithful, he carnaoc aeny 
of them;Mhtin:/e7, He ſaid before, that if we perform the condi- 
3 oD, anlfifftions required, Gop will beftow the bleflings promiſed, 
2 Job is a farrbfiul ſaying, for if we be dead with him, wwe - 
_ bats Wie! ſpall live worth him ; if woe ſuffer, 202 alſo Ball rrigs 
hath ms''th him 3 but if eve deny him, the curſe threatned will 


cha: GoMhen take place, and he vill deny ws 5 and Gon i ma 
60 belierW-rfaiebful in doing this, Þe does not deny b1m/*(f\ 

rfe&tion "8 Now if we have ſuch aſſurance, we may vwruft kim 
tis (:1d ith our greateſt concernments, and venture our ſovis 
5 is fallgith him, Plal, xxxi, 5. Into thy hands 1 commir my 


& , (ea ii'ri', O Lond Gop of truth, We ſhould rely npon 
m, when there are the greateſt improbabilitics of the 
ccompliſhment of his promiſes, Thus 6&id Abraham, 
ROM. IV. I7, &Cc, 


Thus ſhould make us alſo patient in hope ; if a pro- 


He (60 
335, 
{tat (of 


4 faithiui! 


n £00630 ule be not ſpeedily accompliſh'd, we ſhould not be de- 
de ny F<<d or difquieted, David challengeth bimſelf upon 
' 3 | this 
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this account, Pſal. xlii. 11, Why art thou caft divn, WM the 
O my ſoul ? and why art thou diſquieted within me? bite Is 
thouin God ; fer I ſpall yet praiſe him, wbo is the heal Mt "'t © 
of my countenance, and my Gov, And ſo likewiſe in W ma 
reference to the rewards of another world, tho' at ; W the 
diſtance, yet we ſhould, as the apoſtle ſpeaks, air fr W tha 
the bl:fjed hope. | revr 
 Fourthly, The truth of Gov is matter of terror ts MW con 
the wicked, All the threatnings of temporal evils nuy MW 7at! 
juſtly be expeed, becauſe their fins deſerve them, ard MW 4nd 
there is no condition imphed in them, upon which {W611 
thou canſt reaſonably hope for the avoiding or abatine of WF VU 
the evils threatned, but of humiliation and repentance; MW 0ficr 
and if notwithſtanding theſe threatnings thou continue {Wo |: 
in thy fins, and bleſſe/t rhy ſelf, ſaying, I ſhall bawe peace, W#'* + 
the* thou walk in the imaginations of thy heart, by this Fo h1 
very thing thou provokeſt the juſtice of Gop, © W#/'er 
ſpare thee, and makeſt his wrath ard bis jealouſy to ſi: WM 
againſt thee ; and if thou continueſt impenitent, however 
he may defer the execution of temporal evils, his truth 
and veracity is concerned to inflict eternal puniſhments 
upon thee ; for he had ſ7vory in bs avrath that ſuch //a! 
nor enter into bis refs, - 

Fifthly, Let us propound to ourfelves the truth of Gon 
for our pattern and imitation, Would you be like Go! 
be rrue and faithful, truth and faithfulneſs are div 
perſcicns ; vut lying and falſhood are the properties 0 
the &-vil, and the predominant qualities of hell, Th 
character of the devil is, that be abode no? in the trut, 
and there is nowtruth in him, when he ſpeaketh a lic, "ti 
of his ez0n, for be is a lyar, and the father of it, John 
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Gne of the firſt and moſt natural notions that we hat 9D « 
of religion is, thatit is to imitate God, and to e:lcavourlt 4nd 
to be like him, fo far as we are capable ; and to contri hin? ”, 
6&iCt any of the divine excellencies and perfeCtions is the lizat 
light fin, becauſe it is againſt the cleareſt Gates OE ther 
our mizd, and contrary to thoſe principles which ar Ec 
mort 6eeply rooted in our nature, No man can be WS AF 


and vnmercful, folfe and treacherous, Without 3 59) 
tp 


Ll, 


dew, the chiefeſt 2nd moſt eflential petfeAions of Gor, Lying 
? bp is a fin thst would fly in the face of an heathen, beeauſe 
beats {fit direftly contradicts thoſe natural notions whick every 
riſe in Wan hath of Gop and religion ; therefor” we find that, 
at MW there is hardly any thing that men are more aſhamed ef 
ait in WW than to be taken in a lie, and *tis efteemed the higheſt 
reproach to be charged with it, it argues ſuch a erect 
rror ts MF contrariety to that which is the rule of perfe&tion, the 
1s may WM ature of Gop, and conſequently ſo much imperfe&ion 
n, al i and baſeneſs, he that tells a lie out of ſear, is at once 
which MW doll! towards Gop, and baſe towards, men, 
tine 0 Upon theſe accounts God exprefleth liimfelf highly © 
wtance; WW ofienced with thoſe that praGtiſe lying and falſhood, and 
ntinuet {to bave a deteftation of them, Pro, xii, 22, Lying {ps 
ve pears WW #'® 2" abomination to the Lorn, Tt renders us unlike 
by this {WE® him, Eph, iv. 24, 25. Put on the new man, which 
\ wt t Leſter Gop 7s created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs (or 
to ſnak 4 the holineſs of truth.) And from hence he infers, 
however '< wrefore putting away lying ſpeak every man truth t9 
vis truth {E's 121g hbour 3 for toe are members one of anther, Col, 
iſhwmens MO. 9, 10. Lie rot one to another, ſeeing that ye hawe pit 
uch /-1IT/ the old man with his deeds: and have put on the nexv 
2, which is rencwwed in knowledge, after the image of 
\ of Goo O'': that created him z that is, becauſe we profeſs to be 
:e God! Moonformed to the image of Gop, More particularly, 
+o dinin © ſhould charge our ſelves with truth and faithfulnefs 
perties {towards Gop and men, | 
11, Ti: !- Towards Gop, in our oaths, and vows, and co- 
e+e truth -nants. In our oaths, when we ſwear jn any matter, 
a lic, EE tell Gop that what we ſpeak is truth, and invoke 
it, Joie to bear witneſs to it. ''To falſify in an oath is one 
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high degree of guilt, becauſe theſe fins are contrary to 


W the moſt folemn affronts that we can put upon the 
Þ 00D of truth, 

| And ſo in our vows, which are a ſolemn promiſe ts 
27, of ſuch things in which we have no precedent 
ization lying upon us, He that regardeth truth will 


diQates tw be raſh in making a vow, nor careleſs to perform 
. which ccleſ, v. 4. hen thou woweft a wro to Gon, defer 
xn be cri” f0 Pay zt, for he bath ns fleeſure is foils, Not to 
19ut 3 T0 perform 
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perform what we have vowed, is an argument of folly, Wi 
either of raſhneſs in the making of it, or of inconſtany Wy 
in not keeping it, EE in 

So likewiſe in all our covenants with Gop, to ſens 
him and obey him, and keep his commandments, w 
ſhould ftritly charge our ſelves with performance 
theſe, There is a natural obligation upon us to theſe 
things from the very law of our creation, tho? we ſhouli 
never ſolemnly make any ſuch promife, nor enter int 
any ſuch engagements, becauſe it is a tacit condition of 
our beings ; but the taking of this covenant ſolemnly up 
us in baptiſm, ſtrengthens this obligation, and make 
our unfaithfulneſs the greater fin. All our hepes of hap. 
pineſs are founded in the faithfulneſs of Gop ; andit 
thou be falſe to him, how canſt thou expett ne ſhould b 
faithful to thee ? ? Tis true indeed, that he abides faith. 
ful, he cannot deny himſelf 5 but 1f thou haſt any ins 
genuity in thee, this ſhould be an argument to thee t 
be faithful to him ; Tam ſure this can be no encourage. 
ment to thee to be unfaithful ; for if thou breakeſt the 
covenant thou haſt entered into, and negleCeſt the cond 
tions upon which GoD hath ſuſpended the performance 0 
his promiſe, thou diſchargeſt the obligation on his part, 

2, Towards men; we ſhould charge ourſelves with 
truth in all our words, and faithfulneſs in all our promite, 
Ir becomes us who worſhip the God of truth, to ſpeat 
truth; to uſe plainneſs and ſincerity in all our words, to 


abhor fal/hood and difſimulation, and thoſe more refine TI. 
ways of lying by equivocation of words, and ſecret re-WiWis of 
ſervations of our minds on purpoſe to deceive, Thol WF TI, 1 
that plead for theſe, *tis a ſign they do not underſtan! MW Go: 


the nature of God, and of religion, which is to conform WT. V 
our ſelves to the divine perfetions, We meet with im 
complaints in the Old teſtament, of the want of tritt 
and faithfulneſs among men, Pal. xii. 1, 2. 1. 
T3, I4s I. - Jer. vii. 2, $, 9.-- it. 4s 5» 6--: 5% 
iv. 1, Iam afraid there is as much reaſon for thi 
complaint now; for we live in an age of greater light, 
which doth reprove and make manifeſt this work 6 


earkneſs ; and methinks there is no ſadder fign of !! 
| cen 
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UYecay of chriſtianity, and of the little power and in- |} 
uence that the goſpel hath upon us, than that there [4 
$ 6 little regard had by chriſtians to theſe moral duties, ; oi 
Shich, becauſe moral (however men may flight that word) | 

"I 


to ſer, | Se therefore of eternal and indiſpenſable obligation, have 

nts, w Wie their foundation in the nature of Gop, q 
ance & W# To conclude all, That man that can diſpence with. Hs 
to thee I Himſelf as to moral duties, that makes no conſcience of WW. 
e ſhoili Þlling a lie, or breaking his word, what badge ſoever | | 
ter into fie may wear, what title ſoever he may call himſelf = 


ition of (fy, it is as impoſſible that ſuch a man ſhould be a true | 
nly un W@riſtian, as it is to reconcile the Gop of truth and the Mt 
| make Wther of lies, | | 
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is part, RE 

a 4 % PET. 1:16; 

moor p Be ye boly, for T am boly, 

to pea 

vords, 0 N ſpeaking to this attribute, F ſhall 


e refindl YR 1. Enquire what we are to underſtand by the kok- 


Boo. 


Tho: WR. Endeavour to fhew, that this perfeCion belongs 
nder{tan! Wa Gon, 


bye 


\ conform WT. What we are to underſtand by the holineſs of Gov, 


ith mn MMere is ſome difficulty in fixing the proper notion of it ; ſ | 
of truth i tho” there be no property more frequently attributed 
I - GoD in ſcripture, than this of holineſs, vet there iz 
6, Hol Be of all Gop's attributes, which divines have ſpoken 
; for this i"e ſparingly of than this, | 
er light, WW The general notion of holineſs is, that it is a ſepara + 
work 0 Bw from a common ard ordinary, 39 a peculiar ard ex- 
N of 11:8 cellent 
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cellext uſe, And this notion of hoJineſs, is applicable 
either to things or perſons, To things ; thus the veſſs!s 
of the tabernacle, and the veſtments of the prieſts wee 
ſaid to be holy, becauſe they were ſeparated from com. 
mon uſe, and appropriated to the peculiar and excellent 
uſe of the ſervice of Gov, Holineſs of perſons is two. 
fold, either relative and external, which ſignifies thy 
peculiar relation of a perfon to Gop ; ſuch were calle 
i:e£f7 prieſts or holy mea ; or eiſe habitual and inherent; 
fuch is the holineſs of good men, and it is a ſeparation 
from moral imperfeCtion, that 1s, from fin and impurity, 
And this is called { :&n;, and the primary notion of it 
3s negative, and ſignifies the abſence and remotion of ſin, 
And this appears in thoſe explications which the ſcripture 
gives of it. 'Thus ”tis explaia'd by oppoſition to fin anl 
impurity, 2. Cor, vil, 13. Let us cleanſe our/zlves from all 
filthineſs of the jleſh and ſpirit, perfe&ing holineſs ; where 
holineſs is oppoſed to all filthineſs, Sometimes by the 
negation of fin and defilement : So we find holy and 
without blame put tcgether, Eph. i. 4, Holy and with 
blemiſh, Eph. v. 27. Help, harmleſs, and undefiled, Heb, 
vii. * 26, *Tis true indeed, this negative notion doth 
imply ſomething that is poſitive, 1t doth not only ſigni 
the abſence of ſin, but a contrariety to it 3 we cannot 
conceive the abſence of fn without the preſence of grace; 
as take away crookedneſs from a thing, and it imme- 
diately becomes ftraight, Whenever we are made hoy, 
every luſt and corruption 1n us is ſupplanted by the con- 
trary grace, 

Now this babitual holineſs of perſons, which conlit 
in a ſeparation from fin, is a conformity to the |;vlines 
of GoD; and by this we may come to underſtand wil 
holineſs in Gop is; and it ſignifies the peculiar eminenc 
of the divine nature, whereby it is ſeparated and remov 
at an infinite diſtance from moral imperfeRion, and thi 
which we call fin; that is, there is no ſuch thing 3 
malice, or envy, or hatred, or revenge, or 1mpat'enc 
or cruelty, or tyranny, or injuſtice, or falſhvod, 07 vi 
faithfulneſs in God ; or if there be any other tl 
that ſignifies ſin, and vice, and moral umperice's 
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Fo ineſs fignifies that the divine nature is at an infinite 


142, 


11cable 


veſſels Wlo-Rance from all theſe, and potleſt of the contrary per- 
3 Vere Wfetions, ; 
1 come Wi 


Therefore all thoſe texts that remove moral imper- 


celient Wf-fion from GoD, and declare the repugnancy of it to 
1s two- 


the divine nature, do fet forth the holineſs of Gop, 


1es the i Jam. 1. T3. Gop cannot be tempted with ew;l, Job viiz. 
2 Called [1. Doth GoD pervert judgment, or doth the Almighty 
herent; WWorvert juſtice © Job xxxiv, 10, 12, Far be it from 


Jaration 


IGop that he ſhould do wwickednzſs, and from the Almighty, 
apurity, 


that be ſhould commit zmguity, Yea ſurely Gop will not 
2n of it 4, wickedly, neither <uill the Aimighty pervert nudgment. 
n of ln, Whom, ix. It. 1s therc then unrighteousneſs with Gop # 
cripture WGop forbid. Zeph. iii. 5, The juft Lon 1s inthe 
) fin and nid thereof, he vill nat do intquity, And fo falſhood and 
fron 0) Wantaichfulnoſs and inconftancy, Deuty, xxxit. 4. AGon 
3 where f truth, and zoithout iniquity, 1 Sam. xv, 20, the 
by We BWfrcroth of Tjract will net lic. Tit. i, 2. In bope of e- 
zoly and Wi. rn 2! life, wohich Gob that carnot lis bath promiſed. 
4 <vithout Wb. vi, 18, That by two immutable things, in-which 
led, Heo WWW: 2005 11:poſible for Con to lie, Theretore you ſhall 
Lon doth Find, that holineſs is Joyned with all the moral per- 
Wy 12 Betions of the divine nature, or put for them, Bol. ix. 
'C CAMO is; ito boly one in the mid? of thee ; that is, the mer- 
OL grace iful one, Pſal. cxlv. t7, Th: Lond ts rithtcons in all 
It 19:1; ways, and hcl; in all his <verks, Rom. vii. 12. The 
nade B09 WWW mmandrichr 7s hely, and jt, and god. © Rev.-il.. 7. 
/ the cone beſe things ſaith be that is boly, he that is true, Rev. 
ll, 10. How lorg, O Lord, bly and true ?. Pſel, cy. 
2, He remembred is holy promije ; holy, that is, in re- 
peſt of the faithfulneſs of it, Iſaiah Iv. 4. The ſure 
erctes of Dawid ; Te@ (oa, the bily mercies of David, 
mich will not fail. 
So that the holineſs of God is not a particular, but an 
Iniverſal perfeftion, and runs through all the more! per- 
ections of the divine nature, *tis the beauty of the di- 
ine nature, and the perfe&tion of all his other per- 
ections, Take away this, and you bring an univerial 
an and blemiſh upon the divine nature;; without ho 
nels, power would be an oppreftion ; and wilkee, * ub- 
Wy 3 
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tilty ; and ſovereignty, tyranny z and goodneſ:, nz MW 
lice, and envy; and juftice, cruelty ; and R— L 
Ffoolith pity; and truth, falſhood, And therefore tj, MW. ” 
ſcripture ſpeaks of this, as Gop's higheſt excellency 


and perfeftion, Gop is ſaid to be glorious in hi. i * 
neſs, Exod. xv. 11. Holineſs 1s cald4 Gov's th TR ly 
Pfal. xivii. 8, He fitteh upon the throne of bis bolinel | 5 
This js that which makes heaven, Ifaiah Ixiii, x5. ' 3 
3s called the habitation of his belineſs, and of by * 


glory ; as if this were the very nature of Gon, 3nd the . 
fam of a0 erfeQtions. The knowledze of Gon i: 3. MW £ 

X h . Ti 
Jed the knowledge of the holy one. Prov. ix, 10, 7% Bb & 


EL "RY partabers of a divine nature, and to be n.::: ix MM... 
7 4 ; FR y , , 1 PAL vil 
takers of GoD's bolineſs, are equivalent expreiion, WE ,1 


2 Pet. ili. 4. Heb, xii, 10, And becauſe there is no > - 
| | En 7 : Ir 
perfeftion of Gop greater, therefore he is repreſeated IM 'F 


Twear.n; by thigg Pſal. Ix. 6; Gop bad ſ5cics i 7 
Þts pol Pſal. loxix, 25, Once heave I fern 5 ") * 
$o::nzſs, The angels and g glorified ſpirits They: nm 1D the W- x 
perfeCtions of GoD in this, Ia. vi, 3. Ard ons coli; . 
7s SS gn Jena, holy, = 'y, bl G3, 2s tþ ve Lopn J "tl 
efi's, the whole earth is full of bis ofory, Rev. iv. 
Cj: e bole ea fe ; of bt "Ys 6 tur; 


And they ref not day and night, ſay! "2, boly, holy, Þ3g | of 
LorpD Gop Almighty, which was, a 5, and is b 


WiC 
come. There 1s no bt of Go D, fo often repe3tel L "* 
as this; in ſome covies it 15 nine times, I" 

IT. I ſhall endeavour to prove that this perfection be-Wi, . 
longs to Gopy ſaid, 


Firff, From the light of nature, The philoſopher: ni 
21! their STONER of Gop agree in this, that witt- Fa 
ever ſounds |.k+ vice and im; zerfection 1, is to be feparat 
from the divine nature ; which is to acknowledge his ho- 
lineſs, Plato Penn of our likeneſs to Gov, faith, 
Operimris Os Oxicaiy »; (aw ferry ppovioiwe E100 
Dan. iv. 9. King Nebuchadhezzar calls Gop b 
this title, 1 know that the ſpirit of the holy Gol 
7s in thee, In a word, whatevcr hath been producel 
to prove 'any of Gop's moral pertections proves Iu 
hol.nels. 

Secondly, From ſcripture, There is no title 1o ne 
WT dis NS, quent 


' 
quently given to God in ſcripture, and ſo often ingem1- [ 
Mercy, nated as this of kis holineſs, He iscalied holine's itſelf, | 
ore. the Ifa; Ixiii, 15. Where heaven is cail'd the havitation of 
cellency WF 3.;; helineſs, that is, of Gon. His name is faid to be ho- 
n hot. i ly, Luke i; 49. And bly 1s 4s name, be 1s call:d the | 
thre holy one, Taiah xl. 25. The Loy one of Tſracl, Iſaiah i 
bo:1se'r, Wi xli, 20, The holy one of Facoo, wiix. 24, Hets ſaidto- ! 
I. l be bely in all bis works ard premiſes, Pial. cv. 42. In j 
& MW 1 bis cvays and works, Pfal, cxlv.,17, This title is | 
3nd the given to each of the three Perſons in the bleffed Trinity « 
LO cl E To Goo the Father in innumerable places: To Gop the 
0. VB Son, Dan, Ix, 24. Jo anont the moft buly, The De=- 
13.50 1 WF vil cannot deny him this title, Luke iv. 34. I know F 
prenions Bl thee obo thou - art, the hil; ons of God :* And the 
Cre 35S 0 
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E ſpirit of Gop hath this title conſtantly given it, the ho- 
1; Ghoſt, or the holy ſpirit, or the ſpirit of holineſs, 
{ The ſcripture attributes this perfeftion in a peculiar man- 
ner to GoD, 1 Sum, M1. 2, There !s none holy as the 
ULozD. Rev, XV. 4. For thou only art holy, Holinels 


on” "WF. is a communicable perfection 3 but no creature can par- 
1-0?” I take of itin ſuch a manner and degree as the divine na- 
SEV. IV, G © ture poſſeſleth it, Gop 1s eternally holy, the fountain 
ly, rd © of holineſs ; the creatures are derivatively and by par- 
a" 2 Þiicipation holy, Gop is cminentty and tranſceadently fo 
N Tengal 


-n 5 


oſopiiers in 
that wilt 
jo ſeparatal 
dee his 1% 
'0 D, ſaith, 
G £150 Ih 

Gop 0 


hy Gods 


@the creatures in a finite. degree, GoD is ummutably ſo, 
E tis Impoſſible it ſhould be othe;wiſe : But no creature is 


bout of an abſolute poſſibility of fin, In this ſenſe it is 
Ffaid, Job i. 1d, That he puttethk no truft in bis ſaints, 
hard bis angels be chargeth wwitb folly, And chap xv. 15. 
wie putterh no truſs in bis ſaints, at the heavens are nt 
pp:re in his fight, From ail which 1 hail draw theſe in- 


F 1. If holineſs be a perfcftion of tne divine nature, 
pand a property of Gor, if in the notion of Gop, there 


F 
$ 
+; 


We inciuded an evalaſting ſeparation and d:ſance from 


TS % 


SD ule pc oe woman wer 


oral imperfe&ion, and eternal repupnance to fin and 
Buiquity ; from hence we may infer, that there is an in- 
t niical good and evil in things, and the reaſons and re- 
Ppccts of moral good and evil do not depend upon any | 
Wutabie, and inconſtant, and arbitrary princicle, but are 
Dt and immutable, eternal and indilpenſable, There- 
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fore they do not ſeem to me to ſpeale ſo ſafely, who make WF Ss 
the divine will, preciſely and abftratly confider*d, the BF _ 
rule of moral gocd and evil, as if there were nothing WF bor 
good or evil inits own nature antecedently to the will of Mp cc! 
Gopy, but that all things are therefore good or evil be. WM nd 
cauſe Gop wills them to be fo. For if this were {v, MW tac 


goodneſs, righteouſneſs and truth and faithfulneſs wonly WW act. 


not be'eflential, and neceſſary, and immutable proper. Ct 
ties of the divine nature, but accidental, and arbitray, tec 
and uncertain, and mutable 3 which is to ſuppoſe tha IM © 11 
Gop, it he pleaſed, might be otherwiſe than goud, and WF 1P 


Juſt, and true, For if thefe depend meerly upon the will MM ut 


of God, and be not neceſſary and effential properties of p Ve" 
the: divine nature, then the contrary of theſe, malice, hig! 
and envy, and unrighteouſneſs, and falſhood do not im. WF Pu! 
ply any eſſential repugnancy to the divine nature ; which Jaws 
Is plainly contrary to what the ſcripture tells us, that Bo: 

ect; 


Gor cannot be tempted with evil, that *tis impoſſible WW 
He ſhould lie, that he cannot be unrighteous. F 2, 


If any Man fay that Gop hath now declared himſelf Ethe 
to be juſt, and good, and faithful, and now he cannot te E mak 
be otherwiſe, becauſe he is a Gow of truth, and he (WF&* © 
<hangeth not ; this is to grant the thing ; for this ſuppo- {WP'OP 
Jeth the veracity and immutability of God to be eſſential Epoſec 
and neceſſary perfe&tions of the divine nature, and why 2 
Not juſtice-and goodnels as: well ? I fay it ſuppoſeth the BP? be 
veracity and immutability to be eſſential perfeQtions, 2nd W'*< 
not to depend upon the will of Gop, that is, that Goo Wi ectic 
Cannot will to be otherwiſe than true and unchanzeable; WIF- ** * 


for if he could, what afſurance can we poihbly have but | 
that when he declares himſelf to be good and juſt, he 1 TH 


or may be otherwiſe ? pn P 
Bur I need not infift upon this, which ſeems to be { BF"* E 
very clear, and to carry its own evidence along with it, : year 
FJ will only uſe this argument to prove it, and fo lc2 ve It. Wi Th 
L 


No being can will its own nature and effential perfection, 
that is, chuſe whether it will be thus or otherwiſe for 
that were to ſuppoſe it to be before it is, and before 
hath a being, to deliberate about its own nature, There 


fore if this be the nature of Gop, (which I think m0 pF 
| | bc re 
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Ser. 142. The holineſs of God. 
E body will deny) to be good, andyjuſt, and true, and ne- 
| ceſſarily to be what he is 3 then goodneſs and juſtice, 
| and truth, do not depend upon the will of God, but 
| there are ſuch things, ſuch notions antecedently to any 
> acts of the divine will, | 
| dice the liberty of Gop 3 for this is the higheſt per- 

feftion; to be neceſſarily good, and juſt, and true 5 and 
F a liberty or poſſibility to be otherwiſe- is impotency and 
| imperfeCtion, 
| but where the things and ations about which 'tis con- 
| verſant are indifterent 3 in all other things *tis 'the 
| higheſt perfeCtion not to be free and indifie:ent, but itn- 


183 


And this does no ways preju- 
For libetty no where ſpeaks perfetion; 


mutable and fixt, and neceſſarily bound up' by the eternal 
laws of goodneſs, and juſtice, and truth, fo that it ſhall 


vnot be poſſible to ſwerve from them z and this 1s the per= 


tection of the divine nature, which we call his hol:nels. 
2, If holineſs be the clucf excellency and perfeton of 


bthe divine nature, this ſhews us what account we are tG 
Emake of fin, and wickedneſs, and vice, 
Rot every privation by the habit, for they bcar an exa&t 
Eproportion one to anothtr, 
Bpoſed, as habit and , privation ; if light be pleaſent.and 


We may judge 
Light and darkneſs are op 


Fcomfortable, then darknetfs is diſmal and horrid, And 
Wo holineſs and Gn are oppoſed ; if holineſs be the higheſt 
gerfcftion of any nature, then fin is the grand imper- 
Wcction and the lowelt debaſement of any being ; becauſs 
Ft is the moſt oppoſite to that, and at the furtheſt diſtance 
ſrom that which is the firſt. excellency and perfection, 
| This ſhould reMify our judgment and eſteem of things 
End perſons, Woe admire and eflecm riches, and power, 
Þnd greatneſs ; and we ſcorn and contemn peverty, and 
Weakneſs, and meanneſs 3 yea, giace and holineſs, if it 
pe in the company of thele, We are apt to reverence 
$nd value the great, and the rich, and the mighty'o|] 
his world, tho* ther be wicked 3 and to deſpiſe the 
dor man's wiſdom and holineſs : But we make a falſe 
pdement of things and perſons, There is nothing that 
an be a foundation of refpe&t, that ought to command 
ur reverence and eſteem, but real worth and excellency 
Kd perietticn 3 and according to the gegrece vf this, 
gag. : ws 
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we ought to beſtow our reſpe&t, and raiſe our eſte, 
What St. James faith of reſpett ot perſons, I may ay. 


- ply in this caſe, Jam. ii, 4. Þfre you not then partial in 


your ſelves, and become judges of evil thoughts ? Wear 
extremely partial 3 we make a falſe judgment, and rea{qn 
Ill concerning things, when we admire gilded vices, and 
weaknels exalted to high places 3 I mean ungod]y rich 
men, and ungodly great men ; for wicked men are 
properly ungodly, unlike to Gop ; and when we 
contemn poor, and mean, and affi;ed holine!s, and 
piety, Were but our eyes open, and our judgment clex 
and unprejudic'd, we ſhould fee a beauty and reſplen. 
dency in goodneſs ; even when it is under the greateſt dif. 
advantage, when it is cloathed with rags, and fits upon 
a dunghill ; it would ſhine through all theſe miſts, and 
we ſhould tee a native light and beauty in it, throvgh the 
darknets of 2 poor and low condition ; And we fhoull 
ſee. wickedneſs to be a moft vile and abject thing 
when It appears in all its gallantry and bravery ; - we 
ſhould look upon.the poor righteous many, as more er- 
celent than 1:3 aeighboor 3 and the profane gallant, a: 
theofi-ſcouriug of the earth. We ſhould valve a mes 
that does juitice, and luves mercy, and ſpeaks tne truth 
to his neignbour 53 we ſhould efteem any one more on 
the account of any one of theſe fimple qualities, than 
we ſhouid another man deſtitute of theſe, vpon the ac- 
count-of a hundred titles of honour, and ten thoutand 
acres'of land. A wicked unholy man, he 1s a vile per- 
ſon, who deſeryes' to be contemned ; and a holy man 
he is the right honourable. Pal. xv. 4. In @/e 6 
& wvite perſon, is contemned 3 but he bonoureth them toat 
fear we Lox, The vile perſon is oppoſed to him tht 
fears the Log, He that 1s bcld to affront Gov, and 
fin againſt him, is the baſe and jznoble perſ.n, God 
himſelr, who is pofiiſt of all excellency and perfection, 
and therefore knows heft how to judce of theſe, he tel 
us how ve ſhould vile ovr (elves ind others, Jer, Ix. 2þ 
24. Le not the wiſe man gory in bis wiſdsm,netther tet ht 
mig ' man gory tu his tight ; tet not the rich man gioryl 
$38 riches, But let kim that gorictb, glory in thts, oat li 
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underſlandeth and knoweth me, that T am the Lon y which 
| exerciſe yg agre's, judgment, and righteouſneſs in the 
| earth : For in theſe things I delight, ſaith the Logp. 
To know theſe divine qualities and perfe&tions, fignifies 
| here, to underſtand them ſo as to imitate them. 
| not ſpeak this to bring down the value of any that are 
| advanced in this world, or to leſſen the reſpe& which is 


I do 


due to them 3 I would have nothing undervalued, but 


| wickedneſs and vice ; and I would have thoſe who have 
| ſtore of worldly advantages to recommend them, to add 


religion to their riches, and holineſs to their honour, 


| that they may be current for their intrinſick value, ra- 
| ther than for the image and pitture of worth which the 
| world hath Rtamp*d upon them, 


3. If holineſs be the chicf excellency and perfection 
of the divine nature, then what an abſurd and. un- 


| reaſonable thing is it, to ſcorn and deſpiſe Holineſs, to. 
E mock and deride men under this very title! the world is 
| much blinded, that they do not ſee the great evil of fin, 
| 2nd the beauty and excellency of holineſs ; but that men 
ſhould be ſo infatuatee, as to change the nature of thing: , 
Land to miſtake things of ſovatt difference, as fin and hce 
Flineſs ; to call good evil, and evil good; which 1s the 


viieſt thing in the wor:d, ſhould be (eſteemed and che» 


Iriſh'd, accounted a piece of gallantry, and reckon'd 2- 


moneſt the exceliencies and accompliſhments of human 
nature 3 and Holineſs, which is ſo great a perfe&tion, 
ſhould be a name of hatred and ditgrace, to be cor - 
temned and perſecuted ; that that which is the glory of 
heaven, and the moſt radiant perfeQion of the Qivine 
nature, ſhould be matter of ſcorn and contempt, as the 
apoſtle ſpeaks in another caſe, Behsld ? ye defpiſirs, 
wnd wonder, and perijh. . Do ye think the holy and juſt 
00 will put up theſe affronts, and indignities? Ye 
lo not only deſpiſe men, but ye deſpite God alſo. You 
annot contemn that which Gop accounts his glory, 
thout reviling the divine nature, and offering deſpite to 
0D himſelf, The malice reacheth heaven, and is le- 
jeu'd againlt Gor, whencver ye ſlight holineſs, 


4. It Gap þe a holy Gop, aud hath ſuch a rTe- 
| | pugnaricy 


—_ 


0" 
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pugnancy in his nature to fin, then this is matter of te, 
ror to wicked men, The holy God cannot but hate fin, 
and be an enemy to wickedneſs ; and the hatred of Gy 
ts terrible, Woe dread the hatred of a great |man, ty, 
cauſe where hatred is back'd with power, the effec; 
it are terrible. But the hatred of the almighty and &. WM * 
ternal God, is much more dreadful, becauſe the e#:8, | Þe2' 
of it are greater, and more laſting, than of the hairs |M&® * 
of a weak. mortal man, We know the utmoſt they can xon! 
do, they -can but kill the body ; after that, they haw Ibis 
no more that they can do ; they cannot hurt our ſouls; WF: 
they cannot follow us beyond the grave, and purſue u i 22 
into another world : But the effets of Gop's hatred ani {MW F® 
diſpleaſure are mighty and laſting, they extend them. W: 
ſelves to all eternity z for who knoweth the powerof ſz 7 
his anger ? Who can tell the utmoſt of what omnipotent dud. 
Juitice can do to finners? It is a dreadful thing to tal fron 
into the hands of the living Gov ; becauſe he that lis {Jew 
for ever, can puniſh for ever, We are miſerable, if 
Gop do not love us, Thoſe words, my ſoul {hall hav {WF/» 
zo pleaſure in bim, ſignify great miſery, and expre!s a {Fulng 
dreadfu} curſe; but it is a more poſitive expreflion of on 
miſery, for Gop to hate us ; that ſignifies ruin and de- (WE... 
frucEtion to the utmoſt, Pſil, v. 4. Thou ort nt 1 Foſ 
Gop that hath pleaſure in wickedneſs, neither ſhall el - 
dell wwith thee, This is a  ptiwri;,, and expretieth WF."") 
leſs than is intended, Gop is tar trom being of an in- q 
different negative temper towards fin and wickeoduecls ; WW Los 
therefore the Pſalmiſt adds, theu bateft all the <virkes WR 
of iniquity 3 and thenin the next verſe, to ſhew whit 0. 
the effe&t of Gop's hatred, thou ſhalt deſtroy then that WF 
ſpeak leaſing. Therefore, fianer, tear and tremble at tne We oy 
thoughts of God's holineſs, gd 
5. imitate the holineſs of Gop ; this is the inference BW Is 
here in the text, be ye boly ; for I am holy, Hons, Wh : 
in one word, contains all the imitable perfeCtions 
Gop; and when it is ſaid, be ye holy, *tis as much 8 
if he ſaid, be ye good, and patient, and mercitun, and 
true, and faithful; for I am ſo. 'Fherefore rc/igion 
call'd the Anovuledge of the boly one, Provy in oy 
lib 
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Chap, xxX. 3- And our imitation of Gon is expre/7ed 
Sy our putting og the new man, Thich after Gor 1s 
&reated in righteouſneſs and true belineſs, Eph. iv. 24. 
EF Kecing then this is [the chief excellency and perfection of 
'00, and the ſum of all the perfetions which we are 
to imitate, and wherein we are to endeavour to be like 
Gor, let us conferm our ſelves to the holy Gon 3 en- 
gcavour to be habitually holy, which is our confi rmity 
Ko the nature of Gop ;z and actually holy, wbich is our 
| tonformity to the will of Goy, 1 will not enlarge upon 
his, becauſe I have preſs'd the imitation of theſe par- 
ticular perfeftions, goodneſs, patience, juſtice, truth, 
pnd faithfulneſs ypon other texts, I ſhall oniy mention 
| be arguments, to excite and quicken our detires and en-- 


Peavours after holineſs, AED 

* 1. Holineſs is an imitation of the higheſt excellency 
pnd perfeftion, Holineſs I told you, ſignifies a ſeparation 
from fin and vice, andall moral jimperfeftion, and cor.- 
Tequently, doth comprehend and take in all the moral 
—_— of the divine nature, the goodneſs, and mer- 
| ty, and patience, and juſtice, and veracity, and faith- 
Julneſs of Gop 3 now theſe are the very beauty and 
por of the divine nature, The firſt thing that we at- 
[Qribute to Gop, next to his being, 1s his goodneſs, and 
thoſe other attributes which have a neceſſary conneQion 
Fith it ; his grearneſs and majeſty is nothing elſe but the 
glory which reſults from his united perfections, eſpe- 
Rally from his goodneſs, and thoſe perfeRions which are 
$-kin to it, Separate from Gop theſe perteQtions which 
Bolineſs includes in it, and what would be left but an 
Wmnipotent evil, an eternal being infinitely knowing, and 
Wſinitely able to do miſchief ? which is as plain and no- 
Forious a contradiftion, and as impoſſible a thing as can 
we Imagin'd ; ſo that if we have any ſparks of ambition 
W us, we cannot but aſpire after holineſs, which is ſo 
Weat an excellency and perteftion of Gop himſelf, 
Wy ficre is a vulgar prejudice againft holineſs, as if it were 
poor mean thing, and below a great and generous ſpirit z 
JW creas holineſs is the only true greatneſs of mind, the 
Poſt genuine nobility, and the higheſt gallantry of ſpj- 
a --— 8 4 
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188 The holineſs of Gon. Ser. 243, i © 
rit: - and however it be deſpiſed by men, it is of a | : 


heavenly extraction, and divine original. Holineſs is the i 1 
firſt part of the character of the wiſdom that is from a. W 


bove. Jam, iii. 17. The <viſdom that is from above, it 
| , . ; E tf, 
. firſt pure, rhen peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated, ba 
Full of mercy, and good fruits; without pariality, ai i 
zvrthout hypocriſy, : . "= 
2. Holineſs is an eſſential and principal ingredient ot WM P 
'Happineſs, Holineſs is a ftate of peace and tranquillity, W vi 


and the very frame and temper of happinels : and with- WW a 
out it, the divine nature, as it would be imperfect, ot thi 
would be miſerable, If the divine nature were capabie Fl 
of envy, or malice, or hatred; ot tevenge, or im- WW 1 
patience, or cruelty, or injuſtice, or unfaithfuln:ſ+, it 
would be liable to vexation and diſcontent, than whict W « 
nothing can be a greater diſturbance of happineſs: So Wr-_ 
that holineſs is neceflary to our felicity and contentment; Wc, 
not only to the happineſs of the next lite, but tocur WW... 
preſent peace and contentment, If reaſonable creatures WW. 
could be happy, as brute beaſts are in their degree, by Ws. . 
enjoying their depraved appetites, and following the dic- W., 4 
tates of ſenſe and fancy, God would not have bound ut BW. - 
up toa law and rule, but have left us as he hat! done Wh. 
unreaſonable creatures, to ſatisfy our luſts and appetites, Wiſnu 
without check and controul : but angels and men, wluct Whid ; 
are reaſonable creatures, have the notions of good and Biey;..1 
evil, of right and wrong, of comelineſs and filthinels, Whogih 
ſo woven and twiſted in their very natures, that they can him 
never be wholly defaced, without the ruin of their be- Wrter; 
ngs-; and therefore it is impoſſible that fuch creatures Mhify | 
ſhould be happy otherwiſe, than by complying with thee Wenteq 
notions, and obeying the natural diQates and ſuggeiiions Well. 
of their minds; which if they negle&t, and go again, WW mar 
they will naturally feel remorſe and torment in their own lent | 
inizits ; their minds will be uneaſy and unquiet, and they Wnbiti 
wall be inwardly grieved and difpleaſed with themic.verilch x 
tor what they have done, So the apoſtle telis uy 
Rom, i. That even the moſs degenerate Heathens had rs 
ferences Thico did aiciuſe, or excuſe them, according a 
iocy coryed, or did contrary to the diftates of natural 
6, FU 


he 
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245%”, 

42: © light, Gop therefore who knows our frame, hath ſo 
s of 4 adapted his law to us, which is the rule of holineſs, 
is tit WW 4p.at if we live up to it, we ſhall avoid the unſpeakable 
om ®- W torment of a guilty conſcience 3 whereas, if we do con- ' 
Ve, 0 WE trary to it, we ſhall always be atdiſcord with our ſelves, 
rEaica, | and in a perpetual diſquiet of mind ; for nothing can do 
Y, ©'% W contrary to the law of its being, that is, to its own na- 


9 ture, without diſpleaſure and reluQtancy, the con- 
ient of ſequence of which, in moral ations, is guilt, which is 
villit!, WF nothing elſe, but the trouble and diſquiet which ariſeth 
 with- | in ones mind; from conſciouſneſs of having done. ſome- 


t, 1912 WF thing that contradicts the perfective principle of his being, 
capavle WW that is, fomet!ing which did not become him, and 
or im” WW which, being what he is, that is, a reaſonable creature, 
nl, 0G je ought not to do. | 

Sov” | So that in all reaſonable creatures there is a certain 
\s ; $0 


{kind of temper and diſpoſition that is neceſſary and eſ- 
vement'; WK fential to happineſs, and that is holineſs ; which as it is 
at 10007 WS the perfection, fo it is the great felicity of the divine 
creatults WWrature : And on the contrary, this is one chief part of 
rec, bY Wthe miſery of thoſe: wicked accurſed ſpirits the devils, 
the dic» tand of unholy men, that they are of a temper contrary 
bound vu! Bto Gop, they are envious, and malicious, and wicked, 
1n1 Con? Bithat is, of ſuch a temper as is naturally a torment ang 


appetites, Wiquiet to it ſelf; and here the foundation of hell 15 
n, whick Whid in the evil diſpoſitions of ovr ſpirits, and till that be 
good 2nd Bnret, which can only be done by holineſs, *tis as im- 
£1111 uns, Wofſible for a wicked man to be happy, and contented in 
| wy - Imſelf, as it is for a ſick man to be at eaſe ; and the 
their ves 


xternal preſence of Gop, and Jocal heaven would ſig- 
fy no more to make a wicked man happy and con- 
nted, than heaps of gold, and concerts of muſick, and 
well-ſpread table, anda rich bed, would contribute to 
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£0 againt, BY man's eaſe in the paroxyſms of a tever, Or In a Vi- 
cheir own Bient fit of the ſtone, If a ſenſual, or covetous, or 
, and ney Wnbitions man were in heaven, he would be like the 
themic.ie eh man in hell, he wou!d be tormented with a con- 


le tells uy 
ns bad cite 
ccording aj 

of naturdl 
(9 


ua! thirſt, and burnt up in the flames of kis own ar- 
nt defires, and would not meet with the leaſt drop of 
table pleaſure and delight, to quench and allay the 

2eat 3 
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heat ; the reaſon is, becauſe ſuch a man hath that with. datio 
in him which torments him, and he cannot be at ex bro kt 
till that be removed, Sin is the violent and unnatural flimu 
and uneaſy ſtate of our ſoul, every wicked man's {pirit where 
is out of order, and till the man be put into a right 0! 
frame by holineſs, he will be perpetually diſquieted, and ginal 
can have no reſt within himſelf, The prophet fitly 4e. reſt tc 
ſcribes the condition of ſuch a perſon, Ifa, Ivii. 20, 21, MW Jangu: 
But the wicked are like the troubled ſea when it canrit Juan 
reſl, whoſe waters caſt forth mire and dirt ; there is 9» Job x 
110 peace, ſaith my Gov, to the <uicked. So long as a glaane, 
man 1s unholy, fo long as filthineſs and corruption a- Work « 
bound in his heart, they will be reſtleſly working, 1.1: MW 2/"5 
wine which 1s in a perpetual motion and agitation, till Seein 
it have purged it ſelf of its dregs and foulneſs. Nothing Sale -4 
1s more turbulent and unquiet than the ſpirit of a to aſpir 
wicked man ; it is like the ſea, when it roars and rages 85:45 Þ 
through the ſtrength of contrary winds; it is the ſc?n« if ation, 
of furious luſts and wild pafſions, which as they are con- boly, 
trary to holineſs, ſo they maintain perpetual conteſts 
and feuds among themſelves. LOS 


All ſin ſeparates us from Gon, who is the foundation 
of our happineſs, Our limited nature, and the nat» 
rowneſs of our beings will not permit us to be happy in 
cur ſelves 2 it 1s peculiar to Gon to be his own tap- 
pineſs ; but man, becauſe he is finite, and therefore 
cannot be ſelf-ſufficient, is carried forth by an innate ce- 
fire of happineſs, to ſeek his felicity in Goy. $6 that 


. and toſſes him to and fro, till he comes to ret in {ome- 
thing that is ſelf-ſufflcient, Our ſouls, when they are 
ſeparated from Go, like the unclean ſpirit in the golpel, 


when it was caſt out, they wander up and down in dy 


and deſart places, ſeeking reſt, but finding none. Where the 


whole world calm about a man, and did it nct make the 
leaſt attempt upon him, were he free from the lears0 
divine vengeance, yet he could not be ſatisfied with him- 
ſelf z there is ſomething within him that would not Kt 


'him be atroſt, but would tear him from his own Fw 
Aid 


CS 
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ver. 14.3- The goodneſs of Gop. 
dation and confiſtency; fo that when we 
broken off from Gop, th 
ſimulate and force us to 
where, So that nothing but holineſs, 
vs toGop, and reſtores our ſouls to th 
ginal ſtate, can make vs happy, and pive peace and 
reſt to our ſouls. Ang this is the conſtant voice and 
language of ſcripture, and the tenor of the Bible. A. 
quaint thyſelf with Gop, tha? thou mayefs be at peace. 
| Job. xx1i. 27. Light is ſewn for the righteous, and 
| gladneſs for the upright in beart, Pſa), XCVIl. tr, The 


are once. 
e ſenfe of inward want doth 


feek our contentment elſe. 


which re-uniteg 
elr primitive ori- 


; 'gÞ a perfe&ion, and {5 
| great a bapptneſs, let theſe rguments prevail with us, 
w, to aſpire after this temper, that @s be 2hg hath called 
2 us 1s boly, ſo we may be holy 
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8 ® . o 
Tee Lond rs good to all, 21d bis tender mercies are over 
;el, 


dry all bis works, 

| _ Hf E ſubje which T have now Propoled to treat 
- Of, Is certainly one of the greateſt and noble 
a FSIMents in the world; the geodreſs of Gov : the 


ugheft and moſt glorious 


perfection, of the beſt and 
lh excellent of bein 


25, than which nothing deſerves 
Vor, 9148 R —_— 
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more fo be conſidered by us, nor ought 1n reaſon to 
affect us more. The goodneſs of Gop is the cauſe, 
and the continuance of our beings, the foundation gf 
our hopes. and the fountain of our happineſs, or 
greateſt comfort, and our faireſt example, the chief 
obje& of our love and praile, and admiration, the joy 
and rejoycing of our Heats 3 and therefore the medi. 
tation and diſcourſe of jt, muſt needs be pleaſant and 
delightful to us; the great difficulty will be to confing 
ourſelves upon fo copious an argument, and to ſet 
bounds to that which is of fo vaſt an extent, 7þ 
LorD is goed to all, and his tender meretes are over all 
bis oorks, | 

Which words are an argument, which the &ivine 
Pſalmiſt uſeth, to ſtir up kimfelf and others to the 
praiſe of God : at the 4d v. he tells us, that zbe Lozy 
is great, and greatly to be praijcd 3 and he gives the 
reaſon of this, wv. $, and 9, from thoſe propertics and 
perfetions of the divine nature, which declare his 
goodneſs, the LorxD 7s gracious, and full of compaſſion, 
floxo to anger, and of great mercy 53 the Lord 1s gud 
rovall, and bis tender mercies are over all his works; 
where you have the goodneſs of Gop declared, to- 
gether with the amplitude and extent of it, in relpct 
to the objeRs of it ; the Lord 7s good 7o all, 

In the handling this argument, 1 ſhall do thete 
four things. - 

Firf, Conſider what is the proper notion of g:odnef, 
as it 1s attributed to GoD, 

Secondly, Shew this perfe&ion belongs to God. . 

Thirdly, Conſider the cffefts and the exten. of it. 

Fourthly, Anſwer ſome objeQions which ray ſeem 
to contradit and bring in queſtion the gocdne/s of 
Cop. | | 

Firſt, What is the proper notion of goodneſs, as it 
attributed to GoD.,. 

| There is a dry metaphyſical notion of gordneſs, which 
only ſignifies the being and efſential properties 0f 1 
thing; but this is a good word ill beſtowed ; tor . 
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this ſenſe, every thing that hath being, even the devil 
himſelf, is good, | 
And there Is a moral notion of goodneſs ; and that is 
twofold, go 
1, More general, in oppoſition to all moral evil and 
* jmperfeftion, which we call fin and vice ; and fo the 
| juſtice, and truth, and bolineſs of Gop, are in this ſeale 
| his goodneſs, But there is, | 
2. Another notion of moral! goodneſs, which is more 
| particular and reſtrained ; and then it denotes a par- 
ticular virtue in oppoſition to a particular vice ; and 
this is the proper and uſual acceptation of the word 
' gveneſs ; and the beſt deſcription 1 can give of it 1s 
this; that jt is @ certain fropenſion and diſpoſition of 
- mind, whereby a perſon is inclined to defire and procure 
the happineſs of others ; and it is beſt underſtood by its 


" WF contrary, which is an envious diſpoſition, a contrafted 
* | and narrow ſpirit, which would confine happineſs to 
\N 


itſelf, and grudgeth. that others ſhould partake of it, 
* WW or ſhare in it; or a malicious and miſchievous tem- 
per, which delights in the harms of others, and to pro- 


* -cure trouble and miſchief to them, To communicate 
"Wand lay out ourſelves for the good of others, is 
tet Pudneſs ; and ſo the apoſtle explains daing good, by 


communicating to others, who are in miſery, or in 
| vant, Heb, xiii, 16. but to do good and to communicate 
thete orget net, The Jews made a diſtinftion between a 
1irbteous and a good man ; to- which the apoſtle alludes, 
Rom, v. 7. Scarcely fer a righteous man, will one die ; 
get peradwenture fer a good man, one would even dare to 
:: The rightecus man was he, that did no wrong 
d others 3 and the good man he, who was not only not 
djurious to others, but kind and beneficial to them, 
Þo that goydneſs is a readineſs and ditpoſition to com- 
unicate the good and happincſs which we enjoy, and 
d be willing others ſhon!d partake of it, 
This is the notion of goodneſs among men ;z and *tis 
de ſame jn GopD, only with this diftercnce, that 
0D is originally and tranſcendently good ; but the 
£Ntures are the beſt of them, but imperiettly good, 
R 2 att 
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and by derivatien from Gop, who is the fountain and 
original of goodneſs 3 which is the meaning of our $. 
viour, Lukg xviii. 19. when he fays, there is nene go 
fave one, that is Gop. But tho? the degrees of good. 
neſs in Gop, and the creatures, be infinitely unequal, 
and that goodneſs which is in us, be fo ſmall and in. 
confiderable, that compared with the goodnets of Gop, 
it does not deſerve that name ; yet the effential nuticy 
of goodneſs in both, muſt be the ſame z elſe when th: 
ſcripture ſpeaks of the goodnefs of Gop, we could oo 
know the meaning of it, and if we do not at all ut- 
derſtand' what it is for GoÞ to be good, it is all one to 
us (for onght we know) whether he be gocd or nct; 
for he may be ſo, and we never the better for it, if ve 
do not know what goodneſs in GoD is, and contequent- 
ly when he is fo, and when not. 
Beſides, that the goodneſs of God is very frequently 
in ſcripture prepounded to our imitation ; but it s im- 
poſſible for us to imitate that, which we do not un- 
derſtand what it is; from whence it 1s certain, that 
the goodneſs which we are to endeavour after, is the 
{ame that is in God, becanſ in this we are cormand- 
ed to imitate the perfettion of God, that is, to be 
good and merciful as he is, 2ccording to the rate and 
condition of creatures, and fo far as we, whoſe natures 
are imperfe&t, are capable of reſembling the «wn 
goodneſs, | 

Thus much for the notion of goodneſs in God, iti 
a propenſion and diſpoſition in the divine nature, 
communicate being and happineſs to bis creatures. 

Secendly, I ſhall endezvour to ſhew, in the next place 
that this perfeQtion of goodneſs belongs to Gov ; al 
that from theſe three keads. 

I. From the acknowledgments of natural light, 

IT. From the teſtimony of ſcripture aad div.ne reves 
hation. And 

JH. From the perfetion of the divine nature. 

I From the acknowledgments of natural light. Tit 
generality of the heathen agree in it, and there 
hardly any perieGtion of GoD more mmirerlaly ac 
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> knowledged by them, I always except the ſet of the 
Epicureans, who attribute nothing but erermicy and 
E happineſs to the divine nature ; and yet if thay would 
E have conſidered it, bopprneſs without goodneſs is impoſ- 
| ſible, I do not find that they do expreſsly deny this 
| perfeftion to GoD, or that they aſcribe to him the 
| contrary 3 but they clearly take away all the evidence 
* and arguments of the divine goodneſs ; for they ſup- 
poſed Goy to be an immortal and happy being, that 
enjoyed himſelf, and had no regard to any thing with- 
out himſelf, that neither gave being to other things, 
| WW for concerned himſelf in the happineſs or miſery of 
; WW 2ny of them 5 fo that their notion of a deity was in 
© W truth the proper notion of an idle being, that is called 
- W Gov ; and neither does good nor evil. 

But ſetting aſide this atheiſtical ſe&t, the reſt of the 
ly WW Heathen did unanimouſly affirm and believe the good- 
1- WH neſs of Gon 3 and this was the great foundation of 
n- WF; their religion 3 and all their prayers to Gov, and praiſes 
ut W of him, did neceffarily ſuppoſe a perſuaſion of the divine 
he {WW goodneſs. Whoeſoever prays to Gor, muſt Have a 
xd. WW perſuaſion, or good hopes of his readineſs to do him 
be W-g00d ; and to praiſe Gop, is to acknowledge that he 
and Whath received good from him. Seneca hath an excel- 
lent paſſage to this purpoſe, © He ( ſays be) that denies 
© the goodneſs of Gon, does no? ſurely confider the 
Infinite number of prayers, that with hands lifted up 
to heaven are put up to Go, both in private and 
publick 3 which certainly would not be, nor is it 
credible, that all mankind ſhould confvire in this 
lace, WE madneſs of putting up their ſupplications to deaf and 
= impotent -deities, if they did not believe, that the 
, Gods were ſo good, as to confer benefits upon thoſe 
* who prayed to them,”” | 
> But we need not infer their belief of Co's goodneſs 
om the as of their devotion, nothing being more 
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ertection of goodneſs to him; and among the divine 
tles, this always had the preeminence, both among 
£ Greeks and Romans ; <v; Te pryag Ts, Deus opti- 
knows g R 3 mus 


gommon among them, than expreſsly to attribute this 
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Pus maximus, was their conſtant file z and in our lan. * 
guage, the name of Gop ſeems to have been given fore i 
him from his goodneſs. I might produce innumerable WF _. 

paſſages out of the heathen authors to this purpoſe ; bu: WW theres 
I ſhall only mention that remarkable one of Seneca, BF 
Primus deorum cultus eſt deos eredere 5 deinde reddere il; muſt x 
majeftatem ſuam, reddere bonitatem, fine qua nulla ma. beings, 
Jeflas, ©© The firſt at of worſhip is to believe the being ſeparat 


of God ; and the next, to aſcribe majeſty or greatnd tions, 
to him and to aſcribe goodneſs, without which ther: BW have þ 
can be no greatneſs.” p | for all | 


I. From the teſtimony of fcripture and divine re. farya p 
velation, IT ſhall mention bet a few of thoſe many it gives 
texts of ſcripture, which declare to vs the goodne/: of this, at 


Gop, Exod. xxxiv, 6. where Gop makes his name MW would } 
known to Meſes, rhe Lox», the LoxD Gob, graciu MW: our $, 
and merciful, lng-ſuffering, abundant #n goodneſs ard Mi Go D, a 
zruth, Pfal, Ixxxvi. 5. Thou, Lonp, art goed, and Wieclift ha 
ready to forgive. Pſal. cxix. 6%. Thou art good ard WW beaver ;; 
deſ2 good, And that which js fo often repeated in the Wi, perf. 
book of Pſalms, O giwe thanks unto the LoxD, for be WiGooynere 


75 good 5 and his mercy enaurth for EVEer, Our bleſſed Once ftrin 


Saviour attributes this perfeQion to Gop, in fo peru. Wof 21] his 
lar and tranſcendent a manner, as if it were incom- LEefired to 
municable. Luke x. 19. Tere is none good, ſave on, Wii: 02:2, 
that is Cop, The meaning 15, that no creature is - Mlthe mos ; 
pable of it, in that exce/lent and tranſcendent degree, ihr the g; 
in which the divine nature is poſietied of it, S dreſs, | 

To the ſame purpoſe are thoſe innumerable teſtimons [ ajeſlas, | 


of ſcripture, which declare God to be gracious, and 


Excellencie 
merciful, and long- ſuffering ; for theſe are but ſever 


Othing by 


branches of his goodneſs ; his grace is the freeneſs of his Beration, 
goodneſs, to thoſe who have not deſerved it; lu 2, Th, 
mercy is his goodneis to thoſe who are in miley ; 1130 catures, ; 
patience is his goodneſs to thofe who are guilty, in «Wl Goo, 
ferring the puniſhment due to them. WE lome aig; 
II. The goodneſs of God may likewiſe be argv Bn 1, ©. 
from the verfeRion of the divine nature theſe WF cone 


i Titan; 
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x. Goodneſs is the chief of all perfe&tions, and there- 

fore it belongs to Gov. 

2. There are ſome footſteps of it in the creatures, and 
therefore it is much more eminently in Gov, 

1. Goodneſs is the higheſt perfection, and therefore it 

muſt needs belong to Gop, who is the moſt perfet of 
beings. Knowledge and power are preat perfeQtions, hut 

WH feparated from goodneſs, they would be great imperfec- 
tions, nothing but craft and violence. An angel may 
: WH have knowledge and power in a great degrec, but yet 
| for all that be a devil, Goodneſs is ſo great and necel- 

. W fary a perfetion, that without it there can be no other, 
y WF it gives perfe&tion to all other .excellencies; take away 
of WF this, and the greateſt excellencies in any other kind 
ne W_ would be but the greateſt imperfetions, And therefore 
eu; WF our Saviour ſpeaks of the goodneſs and mercy of 
nl MW: Cop, as the ſum of his perfeRtions : what one evan- 
and Wtgelift hath, Be ye merciful, as your Father wwhich is in 
ard Wbeaven is merciful, is renderei in another, Be ye there. 
the fore perfett, as your Father which 1s in heaven is per fett, 
r be FW Goodneſs is fo eſſential to a perfe& being, that it we 
efſed FWovnce ftrin Go» of this property, we rob him of the glory 
ecu W'of all his other perfeCtions ; and therefore when Moſes 
:om- {WTelired to fee Gop?®s glory, he ſaid, he evould make all 
ont, C govdnefs to paſs before bim, Exod, xxxiit, 29, This is 
We mott amiabie perfeQtion, and as it were the beauty 

bf the divine nature, Zach. ix. 17. How preat is thy 
goodneſs, boww great is thy beauty F Sine bonitate nuila 


Ont) 4 gjeſtas, Without goodneſs there can be no majeſly. Other 

c, and xcellencies may cauſe ſear and amazement in vs : but 

{vert Wothing but goodneſs can command fincere love and ve- ' FRY 
| of his Wor ation, ; | y \ 
-: ti 2. There are ſome footſteps of this perfetion in the "a 
ry ; [Wcature:, and therefore it muſt be much more eminently {| 
, in WW Gop, There is in every creature ſome repreſentation | 


E lome divine perfeCtion or other, but Gop doth not wo 
Wn any creature to be after his image, that is deſtitute ' | F 
| goodneſs, The creatures that want reaſon and un- 
WEitanding, are incapable of this moral goodneſs we are 
bak.ng of; Man is the fukt ja the rank of ogy s- 
E Dai 2 | that 
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that is endowed with it, and he is ſaid to be made after 
the image of Gop, and to have dominion given bim over 


creatic 

the creatures below him, to ſignify to us, that if man furnif 
had not been made after Goy's image, in reſpe& cf the diy 
goodneſs, he had been unfit to rule over other creatures; we arc 
becauſe without goodneſs, dominion would be tyranny goodne 
and oppreſſion, and the more any creature partakes of fenfiblc 
this perfeCtion of goodneſs, the more it reſembles Gov ; of Go 
as the bleſſed angels, who behold the face of Gov cont. the pſa 
awally, and ate thereby transformed into his image from WF The 2a; 
glory to glory, their whole buſineſs and employment 1, whole 
to do good ; and the devil, tho* he reſembles Gopy in and all 
other perfe&tions of knowledge and power, yet becauſe MW which a 
he is evil, and envious, and miſchievous, and 10 con- towards 
trary to God in this perfeEtion, he is the moſt oppoiite WW: providin 
and hatefu! to him of all creatures whatſoever. | grees as 
And if this perteQtion be in ſorne degree in the crea- MW firation « 
ture, it is much more in Gop ; if it be derived from WW to illufty 
him, he is much more eminently poſtefied of it himſelf, 1. Tt 
All that goodneſs which is in the beſt natured of tie W being to 
ſons of men, or in the moſt glorious angels of heaven, 1s 2. Inn 
but an imperfect and weak repreſentation of the divine WW variety, 
goodneſs, : | 3. In} 
The third thing I propoſed to conſider, was the effedts 4 In- 

of the divine goodneſs, together with the large extent o WW happineſs 
'It, in reſpect of the objeRs of it, The LorD 25 good t9 Bilenfible gf 
all, and bis tender mercies are over ail his works ; 19 Þ 1. The 
art good, and dt good, ſays David, Pal. cxix. 05. The bbeing to { 
great evidence and demonſtration of GoÞ*'s goodneis, 15 Wor goodnet 
from the effe&s of it, To the ſame purpoſe St. Poul Wthinz, x 
ſpeaks, Ads xiv. 17, He hath nt left himſelf 70112011 Bind narrox 
witneſs, in that he aorth good, and ſends us rain fron Wned all þ, 
heaven, and fruntful ſeaſons, thing beſid, 
I ſhall conſider the effects of the divine goodne!s, u1- Whrompteg } 
der thete two heads, |  Whover ang. 
I. The univerſal extent of Gop's goodneſs to all ks Wiety of cre 
creatures. World, and 
II. I ſhall confider more particularly the goodneſs a Klowledge 
Gon to men, which we atg morg efpecially corcers'd bould have ; 
to take notice ot, \ The Foodnels of 
| __— / 
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all his 


1oſc of 


cera'd 


The 


IJ. The univerſal extent of his gocdneſs to the whole 
creation, The LoRD 5s good to all, The whole creation 
furniſheth us with clear evidences and demonftrations of 
the divine goodneſs 3 which way ſoever we caſt our eyes, 
we are encountered with undeniable inſtances of the 
goodneſs of Gop : and every thing that we behold is a 
ſenſible demonſtration of it 3 the beawens declare the glory 


of Gop, and the firmament ſhaveth his handy-work, ſays 


the pſalmiſt, Pſal, xix. 1, And again, Pſal, xxxiii, ( 
The ear:h is full of the goodneſs of the Lox, The 
whole frame of this world, and every creature in it, 
and all the ſeveral degrees of being and perfection, 
which are in the creatures, and the providence of Gop 


towards them all, in the preſervation of them, and 


providing for the happineſs of all of them, in ſuch de- 


| grees as they are capable of 1t, are a plentiful demon- 
| ſtration of the divine goodneſs, which I ſhall endeavour 


to 1]]uſtrate in theſe four particulars, 

I, The unjverſa] goodneſs of God appears in giving 
being to fo many creatures. 

2, In making them all ſo very goed, conſidering the 
variety, and order, and end of them, 

3. In his continual preſervation of them, 

4. In providing ſo abundantly for the welfare and 


| happineſs of all of them, ſo far as they are capable and 
Henfible of it, 


1. The extent of Gop's goodneſs appears in giving 


being to ſo many creatures. And this 1s a pure effect 
zot goodneſs, to impart and communicate being to any 
hinz, Had nat Gor been good, but of an envious, 


and narrow, ang contracted nature, he would have con- 
ned all being to himſelf, and been unwilling, that any 


thing beſides himſelf ſhould have been ; but his goodneſs 


prompted him to ſpread and diffuſe himſelf, and fet his 
Power and wiſdom on work, to give being to all that va- 
Fiety of creatures, which we ſee and know to be in the 
Ford, and probably to infinite more than we have the 
knowledge of, Now it is not imaginable, that Gund 
$ouid have any other motive to do this, but purely tie 
podneſs of his nature, All the motives imaginable 
f belides 
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beſides this, muſt either be indigency and want, or con- 


ſtraint and neceſſity 5 bur neither of theſe can haw IM Pim by 
any place in Gov, and therefore 1t was meer goodneſs, penſe v 
that moved him to give being to other things : ani MW and we 


therefore all creatures have reaſon, with the four ani IM of his 
twenty elders in the Revelations, to caft their crxen WM men do 
before the throne of Gov, ſaying, Thou art werthy, 0 Ih ®f (crip 
LoRD, 7o receive plory, and honour, and perver, for thi all creat 
baft created all things, and for thy pleaſure (that is, of iſ Prov. x1 
meer goodneſs) rhey are, and were created. ff 3 ye, 

(2.) Indigency and want can have no place in Gon; W ®y Gop 
becauſe he that hath all poſſible perfe&tion, hath all | Þe aimed 
plenty in himſelf; from whence reſults all-ſufhciency Gom, an 
and compleat happineſs. So that the divine nature ned {VF d, * 
not look out of itſelf for happineſs, being incapable of thing: fo 


any addition to the happineſs and perfection it 1s already apy | 
poſlefTed of, ipſa furs pollens opibus nihil 1ndiga niſin, W7* had fe 
We make things for our uſe, houſes to ſhelter us, and 3&2 upon 


cloatis to keep us warm ; and we propagate our kind, JJ) prob 


to perpetuate ourſelves in our poſterity : but all this ſup. WF'> *cxt, 
poſeth imperfeCtion, and want, and mortality, to none » nle, and 
of which the divine nature is liable and obnoxious, ined ew, 
' Nay, it was not want of glory, which made Goo WE icied bat 
to make the world, *Tis true indeed, the glory of fſſ'om of 
Gop's goodneſs doth herein appear, and creatures en- Wſiment ti 
dowed with underſtanding have reaſon to take notice of We (2.) No 
it, with thankfulneſs, praiſe, and admiration : but Cod, | 
there is no happineſs redounds to Gop from 1t, not P1Ng 1n bei 
does he feed himſelf with any imaginary content and #2 <mpel þ 
tisfa&tion, ſuch as vain-glorious perſons have, from tr the eff 


ceſlary ef 
wing fror 
ing, and 

Ped Woul, 


Fattering applauſe of their creatures. and beneficiars, 
Gor is really above a!l bleſſing and praiſe, It 13 prett 
condeſcenfion and goodneſs in him, to accept of our x 
knowledgments of his benefits, of our imperfect praikWp'*. 
and ignorant admiration of him ; and weie he r0t Uivine n 
wonderfully good, as he is great and glorious, he woul It; and j 
not ſuffer us to ſully his great and glorious name, Wg-'< but. 


taking it into our mouths ; and were it not for our ale'*” 3 as 
vantaze and happineſs, to own and acknowledge hl "k Go nc 
Eunefits ; for any real happineſs and glory that comes! S Withou 
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him by it. he could well enough be without it, and diſ- 
penſe with us for ever entertaining one thought of him; 

© and were it not for his goodneſs, might deſpiſe the praiſes 

© of his creatures, with infinitely more reaſon than wiſe 
men do the applauſe of fools, There is indeed one text 

of ſcripture, which ſeems to intimate that Gop made 

all creatures for himſelf, as if he had ſome need of them, 

| Prov. xvi. 4. The Loxp hath made all things fir hinm- 
elf ; yea even the ewvicked for the day of evil, Now if 

: * Gop's making all things for himſelt, be meant, that 
i he aimed at and intended the manifeſtation of his wiſ- 
" Bom, and power, and goodneſs in the creation of the 
1 Aworld, *tis moſt true, that in this ſenſe he made all 
: hings for himſelf: but if we underſtand it ſo, as if the 


"| oodneſs of his nature did not move him thereto, but 
ll © e had fome defipn to ſerve ends and neceſſities of his 
6 [64'n upon his creatures, this 1s far from him, But it is 
; Wer probable, that neither of theſe are the meaning of 
co 'F text, which may be render'd with much better 
ml ſenſe, and nearer to the Hebrew thus, Gop hath cy- 


bined every thing to that which 1s Fe for it, and the 
Goo Wicked bath be ordained for the day of evil; that is, the 


"1 Wiſdom of Gop hath fitted one thing to another, pu- 
_ wſiment to fin, the evil day to the evil doers, 
I ' {2,) Nor can neceſſity and conſtraint lave any place 


wel CoD. When there was no creature yet made, no- 
_ {Wing in being but God himlelf, there could be nothing 
WON compel him to make any thing, and to extort from 
Wn the effets of his bounty : neither are the creatures 


a” ceſlary effects and emanations from the being of God, 
20 wing from the divine eſſence, as water doth from a 
OY ing, and as light ſtreams trom the ſun. If fo, this 
ou 


"i {<2 would have been an argument of the fulneſs of 
} 


ral > | 
d _— divine nature, but not of the bounty 2nd goodneſs 
} L o . . 
8" ; and it wauld have been matter of joy to us that 
1G WOu i RY 
Bhs are, but not a true ground of thankfulncls from vs 
alc 


0D ; as we rejoice and are glad that the fun ſhines, 
we 60 not give it any thanks for ſhining, becauſe it 
bes without any inteation or deſign to do us good it 
þ þ n0t know that we are the better jor its light, _ 
4 | d: 


— 


— 19. il 


did intend we ſhould be, and therefore we have no re. 


and underſtanding, does not a@ as natural and miteria 


A - 


| 
© der. 
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ſon to acknowledge its goodneſs to us. | 
But Gov, who is a ſpirit endowed with knowledy, 


cauſes do, which aCt neceſſarily and ignorantly, wherey WF 
he ats knowingly and voluntarily, with particular 'n. 
tention and deſign, knowing that he does good, and jn. 
tending to do ſo freely and out of choice, and when he 
hath no other conſtraint wpon him, þut this, that hi 
goodneſs inclines his will to communicate himlelf to od MW. 
good : fo that the divine nature is under no neceſiity, 0 þ 
but ſuch as is conſiſtent with the moſt perfect liberty I 
ang treeſt choice, 

Not but that goodneſs is eſſential to Gop, and a ne. 
ceiJary perfection of his nature, and he cannot poſſbly 
he otherwiſe than good : but when he communicates his MW enmmmnn 
woodneſs, he knows what he does, and wills and chufeth 
to do fo, 


And this kind of neceſſity is ſo far from beirgan MW +7}, Lo 
impeachment of the divine goodneſs, that it is the great WW? 
_ perfe&tion and praiſe of it. The Stoick philoſophers WS 

miſtaking this, do blaſphemouſly advance their wiſe an WF 7 th 

virtuous man above Gop himſelf ; for they reaſon thus, BW f theſe 


A wwiſe man is g:9d out of chauce, when be may be ether Fe 

Wiſe ; but Gov out of neceſſity of nature, and when Wh gat 
carnst poſſibly be otherwiſe than good, But if they hi iS ” 30.4 
conſidered things aright, they might have known, th We _ 
this is an imperfeQion in their wiſe man, that Je cas ow. 
be otherwiſe than good : for a power to be evil i; 1mp0- Wl a 7 Ttog 
tency and weakneſs, The higheſt chiraQer th:t ev fp © jects 


was given of a man, is that which Velleins Patercuw *_þ 0urth! 
gives of Cato, that he was wir benut, guin aliter offe 18 contra 
Z®tuit, a good man, becauſe he could not be othcrwil; BF? © > 
this applied to a mortal man, is a very ex r292nht 088 I have 
undue commendation ; but it ſignifies thus nimch, tht Whe thirg 
it is the higheſt perfeRicn, not to be able to 5+ other 1. The 
Wiſe than good ; and this is the perfection of the ovilereatyres, 
nature, that goodneſs is effentia} to it, but the 1B 10, oy 
prefſions and communications of his goodnehs are or hich we 
| | t.,2cuv f, and be 


Yor, 


—_ _ > — CO C S—— - 


__ 
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© tancous and free, deſigned and direQted by infinite know= 
© ledge and wiſdom, | 

= This is the firſt : the ſecond particular is, that Gov 
- hath made all creatures very good, conſidering the ya« 
| ricty, and order, and end of them, But this I ſhall re- 
4 | ſerve to another opportunity, 


9 ; 


[SERMON CXLIV. 


on | 
|. The goodneſs of Goo. 
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PSAL, CXLV. 9. 


220 WW The Loa 75 good to all, and his tender mercies are aver 
; all bis <vorks, 


hers : 
anl WF FN the handling of this argument, I propoſed to do 
hy, theſe four things, | 


» v&. 77, To conſider what is the proper notion of good- 
| hal pTels, as it 1s attributed to God, 

ls Secondly, To ſhew that this perfeCtion belongs to Gop, 
= Thirdly, To conſider the effefts of the divine good- 
e's, together with the large extent-of it, in reſpc& of 
ts obj2ts, And, 


endl EP I PERS V 

ls 7 947tbly, To anſwer ſome objeftions which may ſeem 
f, 82 contradict, and bring in queſtion the goodneſs of 
-wiſ; © 

nt ” I have confidered the two firſt; and in ſpeaking to 
1, that 4 he third, I propoſed the confidering theſe two things. 
oth*"W 1, The uniyerſal extent of God's goodneſs to all his 
- 0010 @reatures, 

rhe ol 


Ul, More eſpecially the goodneſs of Cop to man, 
mich we are more eſpecially concerned to take notice 
[, and be affeted with, | 
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204 The goodneſs of GoD. Ser, 144, 


The firſt of theſe appears in theſe four particulars, 

T, In his giving being to ſo many creatures, 

2. In making them all ſo very good, conſidering the 
rumber and variety, the rank and order, the end and 
defignlof all of them, - 

3. In his continual preſervation of them, 

4, In his providing ſo abundantly for the welfare any 
Happinels of all of them, ſo far as they are capable any 
lenſible of it. | 

The firſt of theſe I ſpoke largely toz I procced t 
ſhew in the | 

I. Place, That the vwuivetſal goodneſs of Gop 4. 
pears, in making all theſe creatures ſo very good, conj, 
dering the number and variety, the rank and order, the 
end and dcefign of all of them. His goodneſs excited and 
ſet on work his power to make this world, and all the 
creatures'in it 5 and that they might be made in the bef 
manner that could be, his wiſdom direfted his power, 
be hath made all things in number, weight, and meaſur;; 
fo that they are admirably fitted and proportioned to one 
another: And that there is an excellent contrivance in 
all ſorts of beings, and a wonderfu] beauty and harmony 
in the whole frame of things, is, I think, ſufficiently 

viſible to every diſcerning and unprejudiced mind, The 
loweſt form of creatures, I mean thoſe which are deft 
tute of ſenſe, do all of them contribute ſome way 0 
Other to the uſe, and conveniency, and comfort of th: 
creatures above them, which being endowed with ſenle, 
are capable of enjoying the benefit and delight of then; 
which being ſo palpable in the greateſt part of them, 
may reaſonably be preſumed, tho” it be not fo dijcemt- 
ble concerning all the reſt ; ſo that when we ſurvey th 
whole creation of GoD, and the ſeveral parts, we mi 
well cry out with David, Pal. civ. 24, O Loxo, to 
manifold arc thy works! in wwijdom haſt thou made th 

all, | 
*Tis true indeed, there are degrees of perfeRion intit 
creatures, and Gop is not equally goud to all of them, 
Thoſe creatures which are of more noble and excel 
natures, and to Which he Data communicated more G& 
| | git 
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erces of perfeQtion, they partake more of his goodneſs, 
and are more glorious inſtances of it ; but every creature 
partakes of the divine goodneſs in a certain degree, and 
| according to the nature and capacity of it, Gov, if he 
# pleaſed, could have made nothing but immortal ſpirits ; 
E and he could have made as many of theſe as there are 
# individual creatures of a!l forts in the world : but it. 
ſeemed good to the wiſe archite&, to male ſeveral ranks 
and orders of beings, and to diſplay his povrer, and good- 
neſs, and wiſdom, in all imaginable variety of creatures ; 


If the perfetjon of angels and immortal (virits, 

Vi He that will build a houſe for all uſes and purpoſes of 

tie WW which a houſe is capable, cannot make it all foundation, 

- and great beams and pil)ars 3 mult not fo contrive It, as 
i 


to make it all rooms of ſtate and entertainment: but 


bet WW there muſt of neceſſity be in it meaner materials, rooms 
wer, i 2nd offices for ſeveral nſes and purpoſes, which, howerer 
7%) WW anterior to the reſt in dignity and degree, do yet contri- 
0 0% W- Site to the beauty and advantage of the whole, So in 
ce Ris great frame of the world, it was fit there ſhou!d be 
m0! WF Fariety and different degrees of perſeQtion in the ſeveral! 
10" Wp:rts of it ; and this is ſo far from being an impeach- 

Te Want of the wiſdom or goodneſs of lim that made it, 
| Get ' it is an evidence of both, For the meaneſt of all 
wn} TWCo's creatures is good, conſidering the nature and rank 
of y of it, and the end to which it was deſigned ; and we 
_ Snot Hnagine how 1t could have been ordered and 
0 WWMimcd botter, tho*' we can eaſily tell how it might 
ODE: becn worſe, and that if this or that had been want- 
cert Rz, or had been otherwiſe, it had not been ſo good ; 
vey th Id thoſe who have been mot converſant in the con- 
we = Wnplation of nature, and of the works of Gop, have 
= " $cn mo!t ready to make this acknowledgment, 


WF But then if we conſider the creatures of Gop, with 
Yation to one another, and with regard to the whole 
me of things, they will all apycar to be very good ; 
Þ notwithſtanding this or that kind of creatures be 
je) leſs perfet than another, and there be a very 
at diſtance between the perfeftion of a worm, and 
S' 2 of 
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of an angel ; yet conſidering every thing in the rank 
| and order which it hath in the creation, it is as good a; 
| could be, confidering its nature and uſe, and the plac 
allotted to it among the creatures, 


it And this eifference in the works of GoD; betweer 


the geodnets of the ſeveral parts of the creation, and thy 
excellent and perfe&t goodneſs of the whole, the {crjp. 
ture is very careful to expreſs to us in the hiſtory of the 
creation, where you find Gop repreſented, as firſt look. 
ing upon, and tonſidering every day's work by it{elf, 
and approving it, and pronouncing it to be good, Gen, 
3, 4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 24, at the end of every day'; 
| work, it is ſaid, that GoD ſao it, and it was good: 
| but then when all was finiſhed, and ke ſurveyed the 
whole together, it is ſaid, ver. 31. that Gop ſaw eve 
thing that he had made, and beheld it wwas wery grad; 
wery goed, that is, the beſt ; the Hebrews having ng 
other ſuperlative, Every creature of Gop by it{elf » 
good : but take the whole together, and they arc yer 
good, the beſt that could be, 

3. The univerſal! goodneſs of Gop farther appears 
in the careful and continual preſervation of the thing 
which he hath made ; his upholding and maintaining 
the ſeveral creatures in being, in their natural flate an! 
order ; thoſe which have lite in life, to the period whic 
he hath determined and appointed for them ; in Þ! 
preſerving the whole world, his managing and govern: 
ing this vaſt frame of things, in ſuch fort, as to key 
it from running into confuſion and diſorder, "This 151 
clear demonftration, no leſs of the goodneſs that c tit 
wiſdom and power of Gop, that for ſo many ages 
the- parts of it have kept their places, and perfor; tis 
efiices and work for which nature deſigned then! ; tit 
the world is not, in the courſe of fo many thoulen 
years, grown 014 and weak, and out of repair, 47 tl 
the frame of things doth not difiolvc end t4:! 4 
Pieces, | 

And tke goodnels of Gor Coth not only tak? cnet 
the main, and ſupport the whole ſrame ef ti, 4 
preſerve the more noble and conſicerable £08%s!; " 
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207 
The providence of 
Gov doth not overlook any thing that he hath made, 

nor deſpiſe any of the works of his hands, ſo as to let 
them relapſe, ang fall back into nothing, through neg- 
Ie&t and inadvertency ; as many as there are, he takes 


eyen the leaſt and meaneft of them. 


care of them all 3 Pfal, civ, 27, 28. where the Pſalmiſt 
ſpeaking of the innumejable multitude of creatures upon 


'the earth, and in the ſea, Theſe all (faith he) ware 


upon thee, "that thou mayeſt give them their meat in due 


ſeaſon 3 that thou giveſt them they gather, thou openeſ# 
ime band, and they are filled with gozd, And to the 


ſame ourpoſe, Pſal. cxlv. 15, 16. {be eyes of all waze 
upon thee, and thou groeſt them their mcat in due ſraſen z 
thou openeſt thine hand, and ſatisfieſt the deſire of every 


Uioing thing, The inanimate creatures, which are with< 


out tenſe ; and the brute creatures, which tho* they 
(Have ſenſe are without underſtanding, and ſo can have 

To nd and deſign of ſelt-preſervation, Gop preſerves 
Fhem, no leſs than men who are endowed with reaſon 
nd foreſight to provide for themſelves ; Pal. xxxvi, 7- 
hou preſerweſt man and beaft, And, Pfal. exlvii. 9. Ze 


Fiveth to the beaſt bis Jour, and to ho pyeung ravens when 


try cry, And fo cur SAviouk declares to us the par- 
EASE P 

cular providence of God towards thoſe Creatures, 
at, vi, 26. Beho'd the foauls of the air, for they ſow 


1 


Eye, neither do they reap, nor gathc *r Into 0arns ; yer your 
, &.::2nly Father feedeth them, 


Yer.: 25; 29. fire 
e lillies of the field, bow they grow 5 they toil mo! 
and yet I ſay unto yeu,* that Soles 
Wor tn all bis glory auas not arrayed like one of theſe. 
W And tho" all the creatures below man, being without 
Wicrſtanding, can take no notice of this bounty of 
$00 Sex them, nor make any acknow!l-deyments to him 
Writ; yet man, who is the prieſt of the viſible crea - 
th % and placed here in this great temyle of the wo 1d, 
W olter up ſacrifices of praiſe and than! (giving to Gon, 
F 1113 univerſal goodneſs to all his creatures, ought to 
E's Gor on their behalf, and to p1 ragſes to him, 


} 4 
{ing 


ET the name of all the inferior creatures, which are ſub- 
Wd to his dominion and ve ;; bocaule they are at 25 
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it were his family, his ſervants and utenſils ; and if 


Ser. 144, 


' God ſhould negle& any of them, and ſutter them to 


periſh and miſcarry, tis we that ſhould find the incor. 
venience and want of them ; and therefore we thould, 
on their behalf, celebrate the praiſes of Gop ; as we 
find David often does in the Pſalms, calling upon the 
inanimate and the brute creatures to praiſe the Lozo, 
4. The univerial goodneſs of God doth yet farther 
appear, in providing ſo abundantly for the welfare ang 
happineſs of all his creatures, fo far as they are capable 
and ſenſible of it. He doth not only ſupport and pre. 
ſerve his creatures in being, but takes care that they 
ſhould all enjoy that happineſs and pleaſure, which their 
natures are capable of, The creatures endowed with 
ſenſe and reaſon, which only are capable of pleaſure and 
hapvineſs, Gor hath taken care to fatisfy the ſeveral 
apppetites and inclinations which he hath plant-d in 
them ;z and according as nature hath cnlarged their de- 
fires and capacities, fo he calargeth his bounty towards 
them ; he openeth his hand, and ſatisfieth the de/ire of 
every living thing, God doth not 1mmediately bring 
meat to the creatures, when they arc hungry ; but it is 
near to them, commonly in the elements wherein they 
are bred, or within their reach, and he hath planted jn- 
clinations in them to hunt after it, and tolead and dire& 
them to it, and to encourage {elf-preſervation, and to 
_ oblige and inſtigate them to it 3 and that they might not 
be melancholy and weary of life, he hath ſo ordercd the 
nature of living creatures, that hunger and thirſt arc molt 
implacable defires, exceeding painful, and even jatolera- 
ble; and likewiſe that the ſatisfaCtion of theſe appetites 
ſhould be a mighty pleaſure to them. And for thole crea- 
tures that are young, and not able to provide tor them- 
ſelves, God hath planted in all creatures a pogyn, A as 
tural affeQtion towards their young ones, which will e- 
feCtually put them upon ſeeking proviftons for them, and 
cheriſhing them, with that care and tenderneſs which 
their weak and helpleſs condition doth require ; ant 
reaſon is not more powerful and effetual in mankin 
to this purpole, than this natural inftin 1s in brutt 
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| creatures 3 Which ſbews what care Cop hath taken, 
) > ind what proviſion he hath made-in the natural frame 
pl | of all his creatures, 'for the ſatisfatian of the inclina- 
l, tions and appetites which he hath planted in them ; the 
fe ſatisfation whereof is their pleaſure and happineſs, 
we And thus I have done with the firſt head I propoſed, 
the univerſal extent of Gopd*'s goodneſs to his creatures ; 
et let us now proceed in the : 
nd Il, place, To conſider more particularly the goodneſs 
ble {WF of Gop to men; which we are more efpecially con- 
RY cerned to take notice of, and to be afteRed with it; 
hey And we need go no farther than our own obſervation and 
heir IM experience, to prove the goodneſs of GoD ; every day 
with Wh of our lives, we ſee ard taſte that the Lon 1s good ; 
and I all that we are, and all the good that we enjoy, and all 
coral WW that we expeCt and: hope for, is from the divine good- 
-4 in | nels : Emery good and perfett gift deſcends from above, 
r de- W,from the Father of lights, Jam. 1. 17, And the beſt and 
yards WW moſt perfect of his gitts he beſtows on the ſons of men, 
ire of I What is faid of the wiſdom of God, Proy, viii. may 
bring Wbe applied to his goodneſs ; the goodneſs of Gop ſhines 
;t i213 Worth in all the works of creation, in the heavens and 
\ they {clouds above, and in the fountains of the great deep,.in 
ted jn- the earth and the fields, but zrs delight 75 with the ſons 
\ dire Wo/ rev. Such is the goodneſs of GoDp to man, thar it 
and to {5 repreſented to us in ſcripture, under the notion of 
ot not ove, Gob is good to all his creatures, but he is only 
red the {ſaid to love the ſons of men, More particularly, the 
we mot {oodneſs of Gop to man appears, 
atolera-W 1. That he hath given us ſuch noble and excellent 
zppetitescings, and placed us in ſo high a rank and order of his 
ole crea-{Weatures, We owe to him that we are, and what we 
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»r them-{Mre; we do not only partake of. that effe& of his goud- 


mM, A Md 
1 will &f- 


hem, andſeculiarly obliged to him, for his more eſpecial good=- 
fs wicnfels, that he hath made us reaſonable creatures, of that 
Jire 3 a2 which we ſhould have choſen to have been of, if 
z 10.411k 00 could ſuppoſe, that before we were, it had been xe- _ 
$ in brotWres to vs, and put to our choice, what part we would 
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is which is common to us with all other creatures, 
at we have received our being from him ; but we are 
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be of- this viſible worid. But we did not contrive and 

chuſe this congition for ourſelves, we are no ways accef. 

ſary to the dignity and excellency of our beings ; but 

Gor choſe this condition for us, and made us what we 

are : So that we may ſay with David, Pal. c. 4, 4, c, 

"Tis be that hath made us, and not We ourſelves. O ont 
eben into his pates with thankſgiving, and into his courts 
with praiſe 5 be thankful unto him, and ſpeak good of his 
name, for the LoeD rs gred, The goodneſs of Gop 

15 the ſpring and fountain of our beings ; but for that 
we had been nothing ; and but for this farther goodneſs, 
we might have been any thing, of the loweſt and meanc 
rank of his creatures. But the goodneſs of Gop hath 
been pleaſed to endow us with mind and underſtanding, 
and made us capable of happineſs in the knowledge, and 
love, and enjoyment of himſelf, He hath curioully and 
wonderfully wrought the frame of our bodies, ſo 2s to 
make them fit habitations for reaſonable ſouls, and im- 
mortal ſpirits ; he hath made our very bodies veſſcis of 
honour, when of the very ſame clay he hath inade in- 
numerable other creatures of a much lower rank and 
condition ; ſo that tho* man, in reſpe&t of his body, be 
a-kin to the earth, yet in regard of his ſoul, he 1s ai- 
lied to heaven, of a divine original, and deſcended from 
above, Of the creatures in this viſible world, man 1s 
the chief 3; and what is ſaid of Behemoth, or the cle- 
phant, Job xlii, in reſpe& of his great ſtrength, and the 
vaſt bigneſs of his body, is only true abſolutely of man, 
that he is, diwini opificii caput,, the chief of the <vorks of 
Gov, and upon earth there is none like him, 

The Pſalmift takes particular notice of the goodnes 
of Gop to man, in this reſpe& of the excellency ant 
dignity of his being, Pſal. viii. 5, Thou haft ma» hint 
little lower than the angels, and haft crowned him with 
glory and honour, And this advantage of our nature above 
other creatures, we ought thankfully to acknowlcdze 3 
tho* moſt men are ſo ſtupid, as to overlook it, a5 Elihu 
complains, Job xxxv, 1o, 11, None ſaitv, Where 35 
Gop my maker ? who teacheth us more than the bco/) 
cf the earth, aud makes us wiſer than the fow'ls of _— 
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f, the ſeas, 


2 The 


21T 
2. The goodneſs of Gop to man appears, in that 


he hath made and - ordained fo many things chiefly for 
| bur uſe, 


| low us, their plain ſubſerviency to our neceſlity, and 


The beauty and uſefulneſs of the creatures be- 


benefit, and delight, are ſo many clear evidences of the 
divine gocdnefs to us, not only diſcernible to our reaſon, 


| but even palpable to our ſenſes, ſo that we may ſee and 
| taſte that the LoRD 7s pracious, 


- 


This David particularly infiſts upon, as a ſpecial ground 
of praiſe and thankſgiving to Go, that. he hath ſubjeted 


ſo great a-part of the creation to our dominion and uſe ; 
| Plal, viii. 6, 7, 8. ſpeaking of man, Thou haſt made 
| him to bawe dominion over the works of thy hands ; thou 
| haſt put all things under his feet 5 all ſheep and oxen, yea 
| and the beaffs ? the field; the fowls of the air, and the 


/b of the fea, ard wwhatſsewer paſſeth through the path: 
What an innumerable variety of creatures 
are there in this inferior world, which were either ſolely 


| or principally made for the uſe and ſervice, pleaſure and 


celight of man! How many things are there, which 
ſerie for the neceſſity and ſupport, for the contentment 


| and comfort of our lives! Hew many things for the 
refreſhment and delight of our ſenſes, and the exerciſe 
and employment of out underſtandings! That Gop hath 
| n90t made man fer the ſervice of other creatures, but 
| other creatures for the ſervice of man, EpiRetus doth 


very 1ngeniouſly argue from this obſervation ; that the 
creatures below man, the brute beaſts, have all things 


[11 2 readineſs, nature having provided for them meat, 
| 2nd drink, and lodging, ſo that they have no abſolute 
{need that any ſhould build houſes, or make cloaths, or 


ſore up proviſion, or prepare and dreſs meat for them 


for, ſays he, being made for the ſervice of another, they | 


ought to be furmſhed with theſe things, that they may be 
always in a readineſs to ſerve ther lord and maſter ; a 
Plain evidence that they were made to ſerve man, and net 
man t9 ſerve them, 

And to raiſe our thoughts of Gop's goodneſs to us 
tlie ſons of men yet higher, as he hath given us the 
creatures below us for our uſe and convenience ; ſo _ath 
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he appointed the creatures above us for our guard and 
protection, not to ſay for our ſervice, Pal, xxxiv, » 
The angel of the LorD encampeth round about them that 
Sear him, and he delivereth them ; and then it follow, 
G taſie and ſee that the LoRD 1s goed, And Pſa], xi, 
II, 12. He ſhall give his angels charge over thee, to beep 
thee in all thy ways, They fhall bear thee up in ther 


| hands, Nay, the apoſtle ſpeaks, as if their whole by. 


ſineſs and employment were to attend upon and be (er. 
viceable to good men, Heb, 1. 14. Are they not all win. 
firing ſpirits, ſent forth to miniſter for them, wwho ſhall 
be heirs of ſalvation ? 

The goodneſs of Gon to men appears, in his tender 
love and peculiar care of us, above the reſt of the crea- 
tures, being ready to impart and diſpenſe to us the pgoud 
that is ſuitable to our capacity and condition ; and con- 
cerned to exempt us from thoſe manifold evils of want 
and pain, to which we are obnoxious. I do not mean 
an abſolute exemption from all ſorts and degrees of evil, 
and a perpetual tenor of temporal happineſs, and enjvy- 
ment of all good things ; this is not ſuitable to our pre- 
ſent ſtate, and the rank and order which we ar: in 
among the creatures z nor would it be beſt for us, all 
things conſidered. But the goodneſs of GoD to us abort 
other creatures, is proportionable to the dignity and cx- 
cellency of our natures above them , for as the, apoſtle 
reaſons in another caſe, Doth Gop take care for over, 
and ſhall he not much more extend his care to man! 
To this purpoſe our .Saviour reaſons, Mat, vi, þ-- 
bold the fowls of the air, they ſ-w not, neither dv thy 
reap, and yet your beaventy Father takes care of thon ; 
ere not ye much better than they ? And wer. 30. Wer: 
fore, if Gop ſo cloath the praſs of the fieid, ſha!” |: 
not much msre cloath you? And chap, x. 29, Are nit tu 
ſparrows ſo!d for a farthing ? and one of them fÞai! no: 
fall on the ground, without your Father. But the wory 
hairs of your head are all numbered, Tear ye not t/4er- 
fore, ye are of. more walue than many ſparrows. *'11s 
true, Gop hath a ſpecial care of his people and fer- 
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—_ (12 theſe arguments to his diſciples, to convince them 
= the providence of Gop towards them, as men, and 

3, Wof 2 more excelent nature than other creatures, 

And indeed we are born into the world more defitute | 
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ic Wh aod helpleſs, than other creatures ; as if it were on pur- {i 
$4 poſe to ſhew, that Gop had reſerved us for his more ' il 
; 4 peculiar, care and providence ; vhich is fo great, that by 


= 


* the ſcripture, by way.of condeſcenſion, exprefleth it to [A 


ſer. us by the name of {ove z ſo that what effefs of care Il ; | 
in, WM tbe greateſt and tendereſt affcCtion in men is apt to pro- Wh: 
7,1 WW duce towards one another, that, and much more, 1s "v1 

the effect of Gopy's goodneſs to us ; and this affeftion T0} 
ner WW of Gop is common to all men (tho? of all creatures i181 
RA we have leaft deſerved it) and is ready to diffuſe and iT 
pool | hed abroad itſelf, where-ever men are qualified for it 1 


con. WM ty duty and obedience, and do not obſtruct and ſtop the '1 I 
vant WW eavations of it, by their fins and provocations, | 18 
wo And tho" the greateſt part of mankind be evil, vet 
evil, this doth not wholly put a ſtop to his goodneſs, tho? it 
cauſe many abatements of it, and hinder many gocrd 
things from us 3 but ſuch is the goodneſs of Gon, not- 
+ n {WW vithfianding the evil and undutifulneſs of men, that 
.. a iſ he is pleaſed ſtill to concern himſelf in the government 
ore i"! the world, and to preſerve the ſocieties of men from 
a ox. Wounning into utter confuſion and diforder z notwithRand= 
votle WE the violence and irregularities of mens wills and paſ- 
fions, the communities of men ſubſiſt upon tolerable 


. 
1J0Y. 
J 


Ya 
= pterms ; aud notwithſtanding the rage and craft of evil 

>, Wn, poor and unarmed innocence and virtue is uſually 
» thy {Weriotetted, and ſometimes rewarded in this world ; and 
3 me Comineering and outragious wickedneſs is very often re- 


markably checked and chaſtiſed, All which inftances 
.” 1, {Wo God's providence, as they are greatly for the ads 
, i {ontage and comfort of mankind, ſo are they an effec- 
111-aot tual declaration of that goodneſs which governs all 
; wry iings, and of Gop's kind care of the affairs and con- 


11. {ments of men ; ſo that if we look £0 farther than | 
7; Weis world, we may fay with David, Yerily there is a | 
\3 fer. (ord for the righteous, werily thege is a GoD that | 
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7u/t and unjuj#, That upon the provocations of men, he 


je if io 


I 


I know this argument hath been perverted to a quits 
contrary purpoſe ; that if goodneſs govern'd the world, 
and adminiſter*d the affairs of it, good and evil woy; 
not be ſo careleſly and promjfcuoully diſpenſed ; pu 
men would not be ſo great ſufferers, nor wicked my 
ſo proſperous as many times they are, 

But this alſo, if rightly conſidered, is an effeRt 
Goy's goodneſs, and infinite patience to mankind ; thit 
be cauſeth his ſun to riſe, and his rain to fall upon th 
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does not give oyer his care of them, and throw al] thing 
into confuſion and ruin ; this plainly ſhews, that 
defigns this life for the trial of mens virtue and obed. 
ence, 1n order to the greater reward of it 3; and there. 
fore he ſuffers men to valk in their own ways, without 
any great check and controul, and referves the main 
bulk of rewards and puniſhments for another world : & 
that all this is ſo far from being any objeCtion agaunl 
the goodneſs of Gop, that on the contrary, it is a 
argument of Goy's immenſe goodneſs, and infinite pa- 
tience, that the world ſubſiſts and continues, and that 
he permits men to take their courſe, for the fuller trial 
of them, and the clearer and moſt effeQual declaration 
of his juſtice, in the rewards and puniſhments of and- 
ther life: - | | 


An 
Fourthly, and laſtly, The goodneſs of Gor to man- may 1 
kind moſt gloriouſly appears, in the proviſion he hat from 
made for our eternal happineſs, What the happineſs of us to 
man ſhould have been, had he continued in innocency, Wcww:: & 
is not particularly revealed to us 3 but this is certain, Ww::/ 
that by wilful tranſgreſſion, we have forfeited all that 
happineſs which our natures are capable of, In this 
lapſed and ruinous condition of mankind, the govdne! 
and mercy of. Gop was pleaſed to employ his wildomWM...... 
for our recovery, *and to reſtore us, not only to a ne, 
but to a greater capacity of glory and happineſs. And 
in order to this, the Son of Gop aſſumes our nature, 
for the recovery and redemption of man ; and the par 
don of fin is purchaſed for us by his blood z eternal lite, Vs 


and the way to it, are clearly diſcover'd to us, C99 
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is pleaſed to enter into a new and better covenant with 
L»s, and to afford us inward grace and aſſiſtance, to ena- 


144, 


Quite 
wort, 


would ble us to perform the conditions of it z and graciouſly to 
3 gol WW accept of our faith and repentance, of our fincere reſo- 
I mn WW lutions and endeavours of holineſs and obedience, for 


| perfect and compleat righteouſneſs, for his ſake who 
; fulfilled all righteon ſneſs, | 
| This is the great and amazing goodneſs of Gop to 


rect of 
| 3 that 


9 th WW mankind, that when we were in open rebellion againſt 
1en, tt WW him, he ſhould entertain thoughts of peace and reconci= 
thing: WW liation 3 and when he paſs'd by the fallen angels, he 
hat b WF ould ſet His affeQion and love upon the finful and mi- 
obedi- WF ſerable ſons of men, And herein is the we of Gov to ' 
there- WF men perfedted, that as he hath made all creatures, both 
vithout WW above us, and below us, ſubſervient and inftrumental to 
12 main Wour ſubfiſtence and preſervation ; fo, for the ranfom 6f 
1d : $© Wbour fouls from eternal ruin and nfifery, be hath nor 


| againk 


| ſpared his oor. Sort, but hath given him up to death for 
it 1540 


Ju; ; him, whom he hath commanded all the angels of 
nite p- {WF Cop to worſhip, and to whom he hath made ſubject 
nd that WF all creatures in heaven and earth 3 him, wvbo made the 
ler trial WW wvorld, and 2obo upholds all things by the 2w9rd of his 
laration WW prrver, 2who is the brightneſs of his glory, and the ex=- 
of anv- Wſpreſs image of hs perſon, | 
And after ſnch a fupendous inftance as this, what: 
to mat- {Wmay we not reaſonably hope for, and promiſe ourſelyes 
he hath {from the divine goodneſs ! So the apoſtle hath taught 
pineſs of us to reaſon, Rom. viii. 42. He that ſparcd not rs 
nocency, ew! Sorr, but delivered bim up for us ail, fba'l be nat 
certain, Wacb bim alſo freely give us ail things ? 
all that . 
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SERMON CXLY, 
The goodneſs of Gov. 


P'S A L.-CXLY:. 9. 


The Lord tis good to all, and his tender mercies an 
over all his works, 


FT N handling this argument, I proceeded in this mt. 
thod. 

Firſt, To conſider what is the proper notion of good. 
neſs, 

Secondly, To ſhew that this perfe&tion of guodndh 
belongs to Gon. 

Thirdly, I conſidered the effets of the divine good- 
neſs under theſe heads. | 

I. The univerſal extent of it, in the number, varie- 
ty, order, end and defign of the things created by him, 
and his preſervation and providing for the welfare and 
happineſs of them, 


II. I conſidered more particularly the goodneſs of 


God to mankind, of which I gave theſe four inſtances, 
T. That he hath given us ſuch noble beings, and 
placed us in ſo high a rank and order of his creatures, 


2. In that he hath made and ordained ſo many things 


chiefly for us. 


5. In that he exerciſeth ſo peculiar a providence over 


us above the reſt, that tho” he is ſaid zo be good to al, 
ke is only ſaid #6 lowe tbe ſons of men, 


4+ In that he hath provided for us eternal life and 


| Happineſs. There only now remains the 


Fourth and laſt particular to be ſpoken to, which 


was to auſwer ſome objetions which may ſeern to con 
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E+radict and bring in queſtion the goodneſs of Gor ; and 
Ethey are many, and have (ſome of them eſpecially) great 
Eaificulty in them ; and therefore it will require great 
V. Fconfideration and care, to pive. a clear and ſatisfaftory 
anſwer to them, which undoubtedly they are capable 
Lof ; the goodneſs of Gop being one of the moſt certain 
©and unqueſtionable truths in the world. I ſhall mention 
'thoſe which are moſt conſiderable and obvious, and do 
_— moſt of themſelves ſpring up in every man's mind, 
Fand they are theſe four, the firſt of them more general, 
the other three more particular, | 
[ng Firſt, If Go be ſoexcecding good, whence comes it to 
Fpaſs, that there is ſo much evil in the world, of ſeveral 
Ekinds 3 evil of imperfeQtion, evil of affliftion or ſuffer- 
rob. Wing, and (which is the greateſt of all others, and indeed 
"the cauſe of them) evil of fin? 
| Secondly, The doQtrine of abſolute Reprobation; by . 
which is meant, the decreeing of the greateft part of 
mankind to eternal miſery and torment, without any 
lconfideration or reſpe& to their fin or fault ; this ſeems 
notoriouſly to contradiCt not only the notion of infinite. 
lxcodneſs, but any competent meaſure - and degree of 
goodneſs, | 
Thirdly, The eterna)] miſery and puniſhment of mere 
for temporal faults, ſeems Hard to be reconciled with 
that exceſs of goodneſs, which we ſuppoſe to be in Gor. 
Fourthly, The inſtances of God's great ſeverity to 
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nfances {Wſnanikind upon occaſion, in thoſe great calamities, which 
ngs, andſPy the providence of Gop hath in ſeveral ages either 
\tures, {MWſtfallen mankind in general, or particular nations ; an4 
ny things Pre I thall confine myſelf to ſcripture inſtances, as be- 


Ing the moſt certain and remarkable, or at leaſt equak 
0 any that are to be met with in hiſtory ; as the early 
and univerſal degeneracy of mankind, by the fin and 
rnſgrefſion of our firſt parents; the deſtruCtion of the 
orld by a general deluge ; the ſudden and terrible de= 
Iirution of Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities about 
tem, by fire and brimſtone from heaven ; the cruel ex- 
pation of the Canaanites, by the expreſs command of 
0D ; and laſtly the great calamities which befel the Jew- 
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iſh nation, and the final ruin and perdition of them 
at the deſtruCtion of Jeruſalem, _ 

Theſe are the objeCtions againſt the goodneſs of Coy, 
which I ſhall ſeverally conſider, and with all the bye. 
vity and clearneſs I can, endeavour to return a particu, 
tar anſwer to them. 

The firſt objeftion, which I told you 15 more general, 

is this, If Gop be fo exceeding good, whence then 
Comes it to paſs, that there is ſo much evil in the world 
of ſeveral kinds? *Tis evident beyond denial, that cy} 
=bounds in the world, The <ubole world Hes in il, 
days St. John, & Tw wovne's xtives, lies in wickedneſs, 
{fo our tranſlation renders it) 3s involved in fin ; but by 
the article and oppoſition St. John ſeems to intend the 
devil, We know, ſays he, that <ve are of GoD, andthe 
bole world, iy TS Tomes xtites, 1s ſubjet? te the evil 
&:e, and under his power and dominion, Which way 
Joever we render it, it ſignifies, that evil of one Kind or 
other reizns in the world. Now can evil come from a 
good Gov ? Our of the ſame mouth proceedeth bleſſing and 
eurfing ? Doth a fountain ſend forth at the ſame place 
feoeet Water and bitter ? This cannot be, as St. James 
peaks in another cafe, But all evils that are in the 
world, muſt either be direQly procured by the divine 
Providence, or permitted to happen 3 and next to the 
«auſing and procuring of evil, it ſeems to be contrary to 
the goodneſs of Gop, to permit that there ſhould be 
any ſuch thing, when it is in his power to help and 
Hinder it, ; 

Anſwer, To give an account of this, 1t was 2 2t- 
cient dodtrine of ſome of the moſt ancient nations, that 
There were two firſt cauſes or principles of all things, 
the one of good things, the other of bad 3 which among 
the Perſians were called Oromaſdes and Arimanuus j 
among the Egyptians Ofiris and T'yphon : among Us 
Chaldeans good or bad planets 3 among the Greeks Zi; 
and *AJnc ; Plutarch expreſly ſays, that the good prin- 
Ciple was called God, and the bad Demon, or the Ce 
vil; in conformity to which ancient traditions, the 


Manichees (a fad ſeCt of Chriſtians) ſet up two prion 
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| the one infinitely good, which they ſuppoſed to be the 
| original cauſe of all good that is in the world : the other 


| infinitely evil, to which they aſcribed all the evils that 
| are in the world, | | 


| But beſides, that-the notion of an infinite evil is a 
-31, contradiftion, it would be to no purpoſe to ſuppoſe two 


t»n WE oppoſite principles of equal power and force, That the 
orld very notion of an infinite evil is a contradiQtion, will be 
evil WT very clear, if we conſider, that what is infinitely evil, 
<1, WW mult be infinitely imperfe, and conſequently infinitely 
»-, weak ; and for that reaſon, tho* never ſo miſchievous 
t by { 20% malicious, yet being infinitely weak, and ignorant, 
the IE and fooliſh, would neither be in a capacity to contrive 


-d the WE miſchief, nor to execute it, But admit, that a being 
- evil Wb infinitely miſchievous, were infinitely cunning, and infi= 
; way WY nitely powerful, yet it could do no evil ; hecauſe the 
ind or WF oppoſite principle of infinite goodneſs, being alſo infl- 
-om a WM nitely wiſe and powerful, they would tie up one ano= 


rg and ther*s hands ; ſo that upon: this ſuppoſition, the notion 
e place of a deity would ſignify juſt nothing, and by virtue of 
Jams WF the eternal oppoſition and equality of theſe two prin- 
in the Wi ciples, they would keep one another at a perpetual bay, 
divine WW 2nd being an .cqual match for one another, inſtead of 
to the 


being two ccities, they would be two idols, able ta do 
trary to WM neither good nor evil. : 
ould be. But to return a more diſtin and ſatisfaftory anſwer 
el and Wi to this objection : there are three ſorts of evil in the 
, world ; the evil of imperfeQion;; the evil of aBiion 
« 2n an- {I 2nd fuffering ; and the evil of fin, | 
ns, Ut And it, For the evil of imperfeCtion, I mean natu-. 
} things, {I'2! imperfeQtions, theſe are not ſimply and .bſolutely, 
h among i but only comparatively evil ; now comparative evil is 
im anus 3 but a leſs degree of goodneſs ; and it is not at all incon- 
nong the hiftent with the goodneſs of God, that ſome creatures 
-ceks 285 ſhould be leſs good than others, that is, imperfe in 
000 prin-*ſ <omparifon of them : nay, it is very agreeable both to 
or the 6 the gocdneſs and wiſdom of Gop, that there ſhould be 
tions, the f8is variety in the creatures, and that they ſhould be of 
principles, leveral deyrees of perfection, being made for ſeveral 
tell ves and purpoſes, and to be ſublervient to one another, 


S.3 provided 
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provided they all contribute to the harmony and beaut 
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of the whole, 
Some imperfeCQtion is neceſſarily involved in the ver 


Nature and condition of a creature, as that it derivW It is 
its being from another, and neceſſarily depends upon itthat th 
and 1s beholden to it, and is likewiſe of neceſſity finiMit doth 
and limited in its nature and perfeCtions ; and as fſ{ne(s of 
thoſe creatures which are leſs perfe&t than others, thiMpains ai 
aiſo, that there ſhould be degrees of perfeQtion, is neMWpleaſur 
ceffary, upon ſuppoſition, that the wiſdom of Gonſuch a 
thinks fit to diſplay itſelf in variety of creatures of ſell crea 
veral kinds and ranks. For tho* comparing the crea{Woare ti! 
tures with one another, the angelical nature 1s beſt 1nWMecreatur: 
moft perfect ; yet it is abſolutely beſt, that there ſhoulWever ſec 
be other creatures beſides angels. There are many partMercatur: 


of the creation, which are raſhly and inconſiderately biWhably c 


us concluded to be evil and imperfe&, as ſome noxicuiiſthey w 
=nd hurtful creatures, which yet in other reſpects, anWMbcing, 

to ſome pnrpoſes, may be very uſeful, and againſ til But 
harm and miſchief whereof we are ſufficiently armedMſuffer c! 
by ſuch means of defence, and ſuch antidotes as rcalogM©are thei 
and experience are able to find and furniſh us withal Ware be: 


and thoſe parts of the world, which we think of JittigWfcriptur 
- or no uſe, as rocks and deſarts, and that vaſt wilder *vhole c 
neſs of the ſea, if we conſider things well, are of greafman, 
uſe to ſeveral very conſiderable purpoſes ; or if we caWprincip: 
diſcern no other uſe of them, they ſerve at leaſt to hel a pa 
_ our dulneſs, and to make us more attentively to con to then 
der, and to admire the perieftion and uſefulneſs of there not 
Feit ; at the worſt, they may ſerve for foils to ſet oft thythe lor, 
wiſe order and contrivance of other things, and (as ond:come 
expreſſeth it very well) they may be like a Blackmoor W viceabl; 
head in a pifture, which gives the greater beauty WF lutterin 
the whole piece. | ſure to 
2dly, For the evils of affliction and ſuffering ; an hath pu 
theſe either befal brute creatures, or men endow'd vii} 2dly, 
reaſon and conſideration. men, t 


1ſt, For thoſe which befal the brute creatures ; thoMthe ref 

. Tufferings which nature inflits upon them are very fevconſequ 

the greateſt they meet withal are from men, Cr be vice ; 
© 8's 1914 
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their account, for whoſe ſake they were chiefly made, 
and to whoſe reaſonable uſe and gentle dominion they 
Ire conſigned. 


221 


It is neceſſary from the very nature of theſe creatures, 


that they ſhould be paſſive and liable to pain: and yet 
it doth in no wiſe contradi& either the wiſdom or good- 
neſs of God to make ſuch creatures, becauſe all theſe 


pains are -for the moſt part fully recompenſed by the 
pleaſure theſe creatures find in life ; and that they have 
ſuch a pleaſure and happineſs in life, is evident, in that 
all creatures, notwithſtanding the miſeries they endure, 
are ſtill fond of life, and unwilling to part with it : no 
creature but man (who only hath perverted his nature) 
ever ſeeks the deftrution of itſelf 3 and fince all brute 
crcatures are fo loth to go out of being, we may pro- 
hably conclude, that if they could deliberate, whether 
they would be or not, they would chuſe to come into 
being, even upon theſe hard conditions, | 
But however that be, this we are ſure of, that they 
ſuffer chiefly from us, and upon our account ; we who 
are their natural lords, having deprayed ourſelves firſt, 
are become cruel and tyrannical to them; nay, the 
ſcripture tells us, that they ſuffer for our ſakes, and the 
whole creation groaneth, and is in bondage for the ſin of 
man, And this is not unreaſonable, that being made 
principally for man, they ſhould ſuffer upon his account, 
as a part of his goods and eſtate ; not as a puniſhment 
to them (which under the notion of puniſhment, they 
are not capable of ) but as a puniſhment to him who is 
the lord and owner of them, they being by this means 
become more weak and frail, and leſs uſeful and fer- 
viceable to him for whom they were made ; ſo that the 
ufferings of the creatures below us, are in a great mea- 
ſure to be charged upon us, under whoſe dominion Go Þ 
hath put them. | 
2dly, As for the afflitions and ſufferings which befal - 
men, theſe are not natural and of GoDy's making, but 
the reſult and fruit of our own doings, the effefts and 
wnſequences of the ill uſe of our own liberty and free 
vice ; and GoD does not willingly ſend them upon Ws 
| Ut 
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but we wilfully pull them down upon ourſelves ; for þ, Ee lil 


doth not afflit willingly, nor grieve the children of me, 


Mop ti 
as the prophet tells us, Lam, in, 33. Or as it is in the [oP + 
Wiſdom of Solomon, chap, i. 12, 13. GoD made ood I 
death, neither hath he pleaſure in the deflru@ion of 1, Ml rity, t 
living ; but men pull deflruftion up>n themſelves, with M1. ya 
the works of their own bands, All the evils that are in Lach 
the world, are either the effe&ts of their own fin, a nicht 
poverty and diſgrace, pains, diſeaſes, and death, which ſod in 
are ſometimes more immediately inflicted upon men, by T9725 


a viſible providence and hand of God, but are uſually WW qdly 
brought upon us by ourſelves, in the natural courſe and Mgirtuc: 
order of things ; or they are the effefts of other men; bpatien 
fins, brought upon us by the ambition and covetouſnef, Ftion, - 
by the malice and cruelty of others ; and theſe evils Fpains 1 
tho" they are procured and cauſed by others, yet they What n 
are deſerved by ourſelves; and tho* they are immedi. prievo 
ately from the hand of men, yet we ought to look nr. Wthe x 
ther, and conſider them, as direted and diſpeſed by Iriphtec 
the providence of Gop ; as David did when Shimel bvid gix 
curſed him ; Gov (ſaith he) hath b:d bim curſe David, Mhzyant 
tho* it immediately proceeded from Shimei's inſolence Wipe for: 
and j1l-nature, Witt 2/ 

Now upon the ſuppofition of fin, the evils of affic- Why / 


Wave | 
tion and ſuffering are good, becauſe they are of great WI 4th 
uſe to us, and ſerve to very good ends and purpoſe: iknd de 

1. As they are proper puniſhments of fin. Evi! «Wer our 


good to them that do evil, that is, it is fit and proper, 
juſt and due, Pſal. cvii. 17. Fools, becauſe of thery trar]- 
greſſion, and becauſe of thetr iniquittes, are afſiietca, And 
it is fit they ſhould be ſo, crooked to crooked is freight 
and right. A rod for the back of fools, ſaith Solomon; 
and elſewhere, Gop hath made every thing for that 
which is fit for it, and the evil day for the wwicked man, 
2dly, As they are the preventions and remedies of 
greater evils, Evils of affliftion and ſuffering are good 
for wicked men, to bring them to a ſenſe of their in, 
and to reclaim them from it, and thereby to prevent 
greater temporal evils, and preſerve them from eternal 
myſery ; and not only good to the perſon that _ 
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But likewiſe to others, to deter and affright them from 
the like ſins ; to prevent the contagion of fin, and to 
men, {Wifop the progreſs of iniquity, upon which greater guilt, 
n the {W.nd worſe miſchiefs might enſue ; and they are good to 
'- nit Weood men, to awaken and rouſe them out of their ſecu- 
7 th jity, to make them know God and themſelves better z | 
with Wthey are almoſt a neceſſary diſcipline for the beſt of men, 11.4014 
are in Wimuch more for evil and depraved diſpoſitions 3 and we 1104 
n, » BWinizht as reaſonably expe, that there ſhould be no "4 
which Wod in a ſchool, as that there ſhould be no ſuffering and 404 
n, by Wefictions in the world. | 481 
ſualy WF -4dly, As they are the occaſions and matter of many TH 
ſe and {Wyirtucs, Gop teacheth men temperance by want, and 


or be 


mens Wipatience by reproach and ſufferings, charity by perſecu- 
uſnels, Wiion, and pity and compaſſion to others by grievous 
; evils, pains upon ourſelves, The benefit of aMictions to them 
t they that make a wiſe uſe of them is unſpeakable ; they are 
wm prievous in themſelves, nevertheleſs (ſaith the apoſtle to 
ok far. 


Ethe Hebrews) they bring forth the peaceable fruits of 
riphteouſneſs to them that are exerciſed therewith, Da=- 
vid gives a great teſtimony of the mighty benefit and 
advantage, from his own experience, Pal. cxix. 76. 
Wefore I wvas afflicted, TI went aſtray, but now bave 1 
Wept thy word. And, ver. 71, It is good for me that T F 
Wave been affiited that I might learn thy ſtatutes. "F 
athly, The evils of ſuffering, patiently ſubmitted to, by 


fed by 
Shimel 
David, 


iolence 


f afflic 
of great 


fes, and decently borne, do greatly contribute to the increaſe 


Evi!  Wifef our happineſs, All the perſecutions and ſufferings of A 
ÞroptT, ieocd men in this life, do work for us a far more exceed- b; 
tr trot) ng and eternal eveight of glory, And if they contribute | 


[i 

ii 
c«, Av our greater good and happineſs at laſt, they are good, [| 
$ Rreigit ſhe glorious reward of the ſufferings which we have 114 
0.07309 1 inet with, in this life, will in the next clear up the A 
for coal Wpoodneſs and juſtice of. the divine providence, from all Wt 
we thoſe miſts and clouds which are now upon it, and [$1 
nedie 


uly acquit it from thoſe objeCtions which are now 
aſed againſt it, upon account of the affliftions and 
ufferings of good*men in this life, which are aot evortby 
0 be compared with the glory which ſhall be reveal:cd in 
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"FM. As for the evil of fin, which is the great dig. 
eulty of all, How is it conſiſtent with the goodneſs of 
Gov, to permit ſo great an evil as this to come into 
the world? For anſwer to this, I defire theſe ty 
things may be confidered, | | 

T. That it doth not at all contradit the wiſdom or 
goodneſs of Gop, to make a creature of ſuch a frame, 
as to be capable of having its obedience tried in order 
to the reward of it 5 which could not be, unleſs ſuch; 
creature were made mutable, and by the good or bal 
uſe of its liberty, capable of obeying or diſobeying the 
laws of his creator ; for where there is no poſſibility f 
finning, there can be no trial of our virtue and obeti. 
ence, and nothing but virtue and obedience are capable 
of reward. The goodneſs of Gap towards us is ſuffici- 
ently vindicated, in that he made us capable of hapyi- 
neſs, and gave us ſufficient direction and power for the 
attaining of that end ; and it does in no wiſe contradit 
his goodneſs, that he does not by his omnipotency in- 
terpoſe to prevent our fin ; for this had been to alter 
the nature of things, and not to let man be the crea- 
ture he made him, capable of reward or puniſkment, 
according to the good or bad uſe of his own free choice, 
It is ſufficient that Goy made man good at firſt, tho" 
mutable, and that he had a power to have continued fo, 
tho? he wilfully determined himſelf to evil ; this acquits 
the goodneſs of God, that be made man wpright, but he 
found out to himſelf many inventions, 

2. If there had not been ſuch an order and rank of 
creatures, as had been in their nature mutable, there 
had been no place for the manifeſtation of God's good- 
neſs in a way of mercy and patience ; fo that tho* Goo 
be not the author of the fins of men, yet in caſe of their 
wilful tranſgreffion and diſobedience, the goodneſs of 

oÞ hath a fair opportunity of diſcovering itſelf, in 
his patience and long-ſuffering to ſinners, and in his 
merciful care and proviſion for their recovery out of that 
miſerable ſtate, And this may ſuffice for anſwer to the 
= objeCtion, If Gop be ſo good,” whence then comes 
evil ? | 
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The ſecond objeQion againſt the goodneſs of Gon, 
is from the doftrine of abſolute reprobation ; by which 
{1 mean the decreeing the greateſt part of mankind to 
© eternal miſery and torment, without any conſideration 
| or reſpe& to their fin and fault, This ſeems not only 
© notoriouſly to contradi&t the notion of infinite goodneſs, 
E hut to be utterly inconſiſtent with the leaſt meaſure and 
| degree of goodneſs, Indeed, if by reprobation were only 
| meant, that Gop in his own infinite knowledge fore- 
© ſees the fins and wickedneſs of men, and hath from all 
Ceternity determined in himſelf, what in his word he 
hath ſo plainly declared, that he will puniſh impeniteat 
WE finners with everlaſting deſtruQtion :; or if | by reproba- 
© tion be meant, that GopÞ hath not elefted all mankind, 
: W that is, abſolutely decreed to bring them infallibly to ſal- 
* Wvation ; neither of theſe notions of reprobation is any 
- We vays inconfiſtent with the goodneſs of Gop ; for he 
* WE may foreſee the wickedneſs of men, and determine to 
| puniſh it, without any impeachment of his goodneſs : 
| he may be very good to all, and yet not equally and in 
| the ſame degree ; if God pleaſe to bring any infallibly 
| to ſalvation, this is tranſcendent goodneſs ; but if he put 
all others into a capacity of it, and uſe all neceſſary and 
| fitting means to make them happy z and after all this, 
any fall ſhort of happineſs, through their own wilful 
fault and obſtinacy, theſe men are evil and cruel to 
themſelves, but GoDp hath been very goood and mer- 
ciful to them, | | 
But if by reprobation be meant, either that Gop 
bath decreed, without reſpe& to the fins of men, their 
abſolute ruin and miſery ; or that he hath decreed that 
0d- Wl they ſhall inevitably fin and periſh ; it cannot be denied, 
"00 i but that ſuch a reprobation as this, doth clearly over- 
throw all poſſible notion of goodneſs. I have told you, 
; of WF that the true and only notion of goodneſs in Gov is this, 
» 10 that it is a propen/ion and diſpcfition of the divine na- 
his WH ture, co communicate being and happineſs to his creatures. 
But ſurely nothing ean be more plainly contrary to a diſ- 
peition to make them happy, than an abſolute decree, 
mes I id a peremptory reſolution to make them A 7904 
0D 
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Gov is infinitely better than the beſt of men, and ye 
none can poſſibly -think that man a good man, who 
ſhould "abſolutely reſolve to difinherit and deftroy his 
children, without the foreſight and conſideration of any 
Fault to be committed by them. We may talk of the 
'goodneſs of GoD :; but it is not an eaſy matter, to de. 
viſe to ſay any thing worſe than this of the devil, 

But it is ſaid, Reprobation is an aC&t of ſovereignty in 
Gov, and therefore not to be meaſured by the common 
rules of goodneſs, But it is contrary to goodneſs, and 
plainly inconſiſtent with it 3 and we muſt not attribute 
fach a ſovereignty to God, as contradifts his goodneſs ; 
- For if the ſovereignty of GoD may break in at pleaſure 
upon his other attributes, then it ſignifies nothing to ſay 
that Gon is good, and wiſe, and juſt, if his ſovereignty 
may at any time a contrary theſe perfetions, 

Now if the doCtrine of abſolute reprobation, and the 
goodneſs of Gop cannot poſſibly ſtand together, the 
queſtion is, Which of them ought to give way to the 
other ? What St, Paul determines in another caſe, con- 
cerning the truth and fidelity of Gop, will equally hol? 
concerning his goodneſs : Let Gop be good, and every 
man a liar, The deftrine of abſolute reprobation is 
no part of the doQtrine of the holy ſcriptures, that ever 
I could find z and there is the rale of our faith. Ii 
ſome great divines have held this doQtrine, not in oppo- 
ſition to the goodneſs of Gop, but hoping they might 
be reconciled together, let them do it if they can, but 
if they cannot, rather let the ſchools of the greatel 
divines be called in queſtion, than the goodneſs of Cov, 
which next to his being, is the greateſt and clcaret 
truth in the world, 


Thirdly, It is farther objefted, that the cternal pu- 
niſhment of men for temporal faults, ſeems hard to be 


Teconciled with that exceſs of goodneſs, which we ſup 
Pole to be in Gop, 


This objeCtion Ihave fullyanſwered, in a diſcourſe vp01 


'St. Matth. xxv. 46. and therefore ſhall procced to tie 


Fourth and Iafſt objeftion, againſt the goodneſs 0! 


Gov, trom ſundry inſtances of Gop's {cverity to Lin 
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kind, in thoſe great calamities which by the providence 
of Gov have in ſeveral ages either befallen mankind in 
general, or particular nations. * y. 
And here I ſhall confine myſelf to ſcriptore inſtances, 
as being moſt known, and moſt certain and remarkable, 
or at leaſt equally remarkable with any that are to be 
met with in any other hiſtory ; ſuch are the early and 
univerſal degeneracy of all mankind, by the fin and 
tranſgreſhon of our firſt parents ; the deſtruftion of the 
world by a general deluge ; the ſudden and terrible de- 
ftrution of Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities about 
them, by fire and brimſtone from heaven ; the cruel 
extirpation of the Canaanites by the expreſs command 'of 
Gov ; and laſtly, the great calamities which befel the 
Jewiſh nation, eſpecially the final ruin and diſperfion of 
them at the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, Theſe, and the 
like inftances of Gov's:ſeverity, ſeem to call in queſtion 
his goodneſs, ; | 
Againſt theſe ſevere and dreadful inſtances of Gopy's 
ſeverity, it might be a ſufficient vindication of his good- 
neis, to ſay in general, that they were all upon great 
and high provocations; and moſt of them after long 
patience and forbearance, and with a great mixture of 
mercy, and a declared readineſs in Gop to have pre- 
vented or removed them upon repentance ; all which are 
great inſtances of the goodneſs of Gop, But yet for 
the clearer manifeſtation of the divine goodneſs, I ſhall 
conſider them particularly, and as briefly as I can. 
1. As for the tranſgreflion of our firſt pirents, and 
the diſmal conſequences of it to all their poſterity, This 
is a great depth, and tho? the ſcripture mentions it, yet 
it ſpeaks but little of it ; and in matters of mere reve- 
lation, we muſt not attempt to be viſe above what 1s 
2-ritten, Thus much is plain, that it was an a& of 
high and wilful- diſobedience to a very plain and eaſy 
command, and that in the puniſhment of it, Gop mi- 
tgated the extremity of the ſentence (which was pre - 
{-1t death) by granting our firſt parents the reprieve of 
aimoſt a thouſand years; and, as to the conſequences of 
19 their poſterity, Gop did not, upon this provoca- 
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tion, abandon his care of mankind ; and tho* he te. 
moved them out of that happy ſtate and place in which 
man was created, yet he gave them a tolerable conj. 
tion and accommodations upon earth 3 and, which 
certainly the moſt glorious inſtance of divine goodnef 


that ever was, he was pleaſed to make the fall and mi. berſons, | 
ſery of man the happy occaſion of ſending his Son in cur ake, Sc 
nature, for the recovery and advancement of it to a much goodneſs « 
happier and better condition, than that from which xz neſs mixe 
fell, So the apoſtle tells us at large, Rom, v. that the price 4. For 
of Gov, by JEesus CarisT, hath redoundes much preſs corn 
more to our benefit and advantage, than the fin and 4. of {everi 
obcdience of our firſt parents did to our prejudice, ns 
2. For the general deluge, tho? it look very ſevere, to" God 
yet if we conſider it well, we may plainly diſcern much fo long | 
of goodneſs in it, Tt was upon great provocation, by 28, 
the univerſal corruption and depravation of mankine, |. 3245 
The earth was filled with widerce, and all fleſh bad or. off, till t 
rupted its ways ; the wvickedneſs of man vas great upn Mi,” ?? till 
the carth, and every imagination of the thoughts cf i: Purcharge 
bear? was only evil continually 53 which is not a delcry- wut 11S 1t, 
tion of original fin, but of the a&tual and improvel i Vhen th 

wickedneſs of mankind; and yet when the wickedneh Lo 
miſery to 


of men was come to this heignt, Gop gave them {ar 
warning, before he brought this calamity upon them, 
wvhen the patience of GoD waited in the days of Nes), 
for the ſpace of an hundred and twenty years ; at laſt, 
when nothing would reclaim them, and almoſt the wini 
race of mankind were become ſo very bad, that it 1s ſais, 
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earth, and it grieved him &t his beart ; when thing ud2ment: 

were thus extiemely bad, and like to continue ſo, GoD nate.ret 

in pity to mankind, and to put a ſtop to their growing 1 _ 
« ne 


wickedneſs and guilt, ſwept them away all at once from 


the face of the earth, except one family, which he hadiee <6 
preſerved from this contagion, to be a new ſeminary offi." Iahft 
mankind, and, as the heathen poet exprefſeth it, /4:nat truction | 
meliorrs origo, the ſource and original of a better race, ah oſ 

wa 


3. For that terrible deftruction of Sodom and Gv- 
morrah by fire and brimſtone trom heaven, at was 20t 
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f brought upon them till the cry of their ſin qvas great, 
Lund gone up to beaven, till by their unnatural luſts they 
had provoked ſupernatural vengeance, And it is very 
Iremarkable, to what low terms Gop was pleaſed to 
lcondeſcend to Abraham for the ſparing of them ; if in 
thoſe five\cities there had been found but ter righteous 
berſons, be would not have defiroyed them for thoſe ten's 
ake, So that we may ſay with the apoſtle, Behold the 
roodneſs and ſeverity of Gor ! Here was wonderful good= 
Ineſs mixed with this great ſeverity, | 
| 4. For the extirpation of the Canaanites, by the ex- 
preſs command of Gop, which hath ſuch an appearance 
of ſeverity, .it is to be conſidered, that this vengeance 
was executed upon them, till they were grown ripe for 
it, God ſpared them for above four hundred years, for 
ſo long their growing impiety is taken notice of, Gen, 
xiii, 28, where it is ſaid, that the iniquity of the Amo= 
rites was not yer full ; God did not proceed to cut them 
off, till their caſe was deſperate, paſt all hopes of reco- 
very, till tbe land was defiled with abominations, and 
ſurcharged with wickedneſs, to that degree, as to ſpe 
but its inhabitants, as is expreſly ſaid, Levit. xvili. 28, 
When they were arrived to this pitch, it was no mercy 
o ſpare them any longer, to heap up more guilt and 
miſery to theroſelves, | | 
Fifthly and laſtly, As for the great calamities which 
0d brought upon the Jews, eſpecially in their final 
1-7 (u'2 2nd diſperſion, at the deſtruQtion of Jeruſalem ; not 
cle Ro 1ntift upon the known Hiftory of their multiplied re- 
(16 clions and provocations, of their deſpiteful uſage of 
Co D's prophets, whom he ſent to warn them of hie 
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Goo inate-refuſal to receive correftion, and to be brought 


06 amendment, by any means that Gov could uſe ; for 
all which provocations, he at laſt delivered them into 
eir enernies hands, to carry them away captive ; not 
0 inf upon this, I ſhall only confider their final de« 
ruttion by the Romans, which though it be dreadfully 
levere, beyond any example of hiſtory, yet the provo- 
ation was proportionable ; for this vengeance did not 
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come upon them, till they had, as it were, extorted it, 
by the moſt obſtinate impenitency and unbelief, in ze. 
Jeeting the counſel of Gov againſt themſeives, and reſiſt. 
ing ſuch. means as would have brought Tyre and Sidon, 
Sodom and Gomorrah to repentance ; till they had de. 
ſpiſed the doQrine of life and falvation, delivered tg 
them by the Son' of Gov, and confirmed from heaven 
by the cleareſt and greateſt miracles ; and by *vicked 
bands had crucified and ſlain the Son of God, and the 
Saviour of the world, Nay, even after this greateſt 
of fins that ever was committed, GoD waited for their 
repentance forty years, to ſee if, in that time, they 
would be brought to a ſenſe of their fins, and zo ney 
the things which belonged to thety peace, And no won« 
der if after ſuch provocations, and ſo much patiencc, 
and fo obſtinate an impenitency, the goodneſs of Gon 
at lat gave way to his juſtice, and wrath came upon 
them to the utmoſt, | 
So that all theſe inftances, rightly conſidered, are 
rather commendations of the divine goodneſs, than juſt 
and reaſonable objeQions againſt it, and notwithſtanding 
the ſeverity of them, it is evident that God is good, 
from the primary inclinations of his nature ; and ſevere 
only upon neceflity, and in caſe of juſt provocation, 
And to be otherwiſe, not to puniſh inſolent impiety, 
and incorrigible wickedneſe, in a ſevere and remarkable 
manner, would not be goodneſs, but a fond indulgence 
not patience, but ſtupidity 3 not mercy to mankind 
but cryelty ; becauſe it would be an encouragement to 
them to do more miſchief, and to bring greater miſery 
upon themſelves. | 
So that if we ſuppoſe God to be holy and juſt, as well 
as good, there is nothing in any of theſe inſtances, but 
what is very confiſtent with all that goodneſs which we 
can ſuppoſe to be in a holy, and wiſe, and juſt Gover- 
Bour, who is a declared enemy to fin, and is reſolved to 
give all ſitting diſcountenance to the breach and viola- 
tion of his laws, It is neceſſary, in kindneſs and com- 
paſſion to the reſt of mankind, that ſome ſhould be 
made remarkable inſtances of Go D's ſeverity, that - 
| puniſh- 
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puniſhment of a few may be a warning to all, chat they 
may hear and fear, and by avoiding the like fins, may 
revent the like ſeverity upon themſelves, 

And now 1 have, as briefly as I could, explained and 
vindicated the goodneſs of Goy ; the conſideration 
whereof is fruitful of many excellent and uſeful infe- 
rences, in relation both to our comfort and our duty, 
But theſe I ſhall refer to another opportunity. 
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The goodneſs of Gov. 


PSAL.. CXLV. 9g. 


The LoRD 1s good to all, and his tender mercies are over 
all bis works, 


HAVE made ſeveral diſcourſes upon this argu- 
ment, of the goodneſs of Gor ; ſhewing what it 
1; on what accounts we aſcribe it to Gopy'; what are 
the effets and large extent of it to the whole creation, 
and more particnlarly to mankind, and, in the laſt place, 
conſidered the ſeveral objietions which ſeem to lie a+ 
gainſt it, I proceed now to the application of this ex - 
cellent argument, the confideration whereof 1s ſo fruit- 
ful of uſeful inferences in relation both to our comfort 
and Cuty, And, 
I, The ſhews us the prodigious folly and unreaſona- 
bleneſs of atheiſm. Moit of the atheiſm that is in the 
world, doth not ſo much confiſt in a firm perſuaſion 
that there is no Gov, as in vain wiſhes and defires that 
there were none. Bad men think it would be a happi- 
nels to them, and that they ſhould be in a much better _ 
condition, if there were no GoD, than if there be one, 
Nemo deum non eff» credit, mfr cui deum non «ffe expedr, 
no man is apt to diſbelieve a Gop, but he whole inte- 
Ws U 3 | reſt 
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reſt it is that there ſhould be none, And if we could ſee in. 


CT» I4 
ary being 


to the hearts of wicked men, we ſhould find this lying at ſon purpo! 
the bottom, that if there be a Go, he is juſt, and will Ktheiſm is 
puniſh fin, that he is infinite in power, and not to be re. hiety, but 
ſiſted, and therefore kills them with his terror ſo often lory in 
as. they think of him ; hence they apprehend it their ſnd trium 
intereſt, that there ſhould be no Gov, and wiſh there KWnurder of 
were none, and thence are apt to cheriſh in their minds ſnd confu 
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a vain hope that there is none, and at laſt endeavour ty 
impoſe upon themſelves by vain reaſonings, and to ſyp. 
preſs the belief of a God, and to ſtifle their natural ap. 
prehenſions and fears of him. So that it is not primus 
7n orbe deos fecit timor, fear that firſt made Gods ; but 
the fear which bad men have of divine power and ju« 
ſKice, that firſt tempted them to the difbelief of him. 
But were not theſe men as fooliſh as they are wicked, 


they would wiſh with all their hearts there were a Gon, Wnan's int 
and be glad to believe ſo. And the Pſalmift gives them Wll hy pr: 
their true charaQer,who can entertain any ſuch thoughts there ou 
' or wiſhes ; Pal. xiv. 1. The fool hath ſaid in bis heart, thou com: 
there is no God ; for they are fools who do not under. ef him, : 
ſtand nor conſult their true interel{t : And if this be true {Wy Goo, 
which I have ſaid concerning the goodneſs of Gon, if }{ater-bro 
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this be his nature, to defire and procure the happineis of 
his creatures, whoever underſtands the true nature cf 
God, and his own true intereſt, cannot but wiſh there 
were a Gop, and be glad of any argument to prove it, 
and rejoice to find it true, as children are glad of a kind 
and tender father, and as ſubjeQts rejoice in a wiſe and 
good prince, 

The goodneſs of. Gop gives vs a lovely charaGter of 
him, makes him ſo good a father, ſo gracious a gover- 
nor of men, that if there were no ſuch being in the ſ{W#veudand 
world, it were infinitely defirable to mankind, that {© =*1s, and 
there ſhould be ; he is ſuch an one, qgualem omnes cupe» atheiſt hi 
rent fi deefſet, as if he were wanting, all men ought to {Wwho denic 
wiſh for. The being of God is fo comfortable, fo con- Whim in a 
venient, ſo: neceſſary to the felicity of mankind, that }Wtrme of tr: 
(as Tully admirably ſays) Dit immortales ad uſum h:mi- MW men, aft: 
zum fabricati pert wideantur, if Gop were not a necel- tives, ha 
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ary being of himſelf, he might almoſt ſeem to be made 
n purpoſe for the uſe and benefit of men ; ſo that a. 
heiſm is not only an inſtance of the moſt horrible im. 
iety, but of the greateſt ſtupidity 3 and for men ta 
lory in their diſbelief of a Gop, is like the rejoicing 
nd triumph of a furious and beſotted multitude, in the 
nurder of a wiſt and good prince, the greateſt calamit 
1nd confuſion that could poſſibly have befallen them, 


to Þ If the evidence of Goy's being were not ſo clear as 
"> ft is, yet the conſideration of his goodneſs ought to 
p« heck all inclination to atheiſm and infidelity ; for if he 


he as good as he is repreſented to us, both by natural 
and divine revelation, (and he 1s fo, as ſure as he is) 
f he tender our welfare, and defire our happineſs, as 
uch as we ourſelves can do, and uſe all wiſe ways and 


ed, Wroper means to bring it about, then it is plainly every 
», {Wnan's intereſt, even thine, O finner! to whom, after 
-m {ll thy provocations, he is willing to be reconciled, that 
ts Mithere ſhould be ſuch a being as Gop 1s ; and whenever 


rt, thou comeſt to thyſelf, thou wilt be ſenſible of thy want 
ere Wet him, and thy ſoul will 7hbirft for Gop, even the liv 
rve Minz Gor, and pant after him as the hart pants after the 
| if {ivater-brooks ; in the day of thy afflition and calamity, 
- of Mwhen drifireſs and anguiſh cometh upon thee, thou wilt flee - 
of Mto Gov for refuge, and ſhelter thyſelf under his pro- 
ere Micfion, and wouldeſt not, for all the world, but there 
it, Mere ſuch a being in it to help and deliver thee, Deos 
ind {few ſanus timer (ſays Seneca) furor eft metuere ſalutaria, 
and MNo man in his wits is afraid there'is a God ; it is a 
madneſs to fear that, which is ſo much for our benefit 
- of {Wind advantage. Humane nature is conſcious to itſelf of 
vere {W's own weakneſs and inſufficiency, and of its neceſſary 
the M{veudance upon ſomething without itſelf for its happi- 
that {M**(s, and therefore in great extremity and diſtreſs, the 
ipes atheiſt himſelf hath naturally recourſe to him, and he 
r to Who denied and rejeed him in his proſperity, clings to 
-on- Mhim in adverſity, as his only ſupport and preſent belp in 
that MW tire of rrouble, And this is a ſure indication, that theſe - 
omi- Mien, after all their endeavours to impoſe upon them- 
.ceſ» WW tivzs, have not been able wholly to extinguiſh in their 
minds 
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minds the belief of God and his goodnefs ;z nay, it is 


Ggn, at the bottom of their hearts they have a firm per. 
ſuaſion of his goodneſs, when after all their inſolent %. 
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fiance of him, they have the confidence to apply them. = 2 
ſelves to him for mercy, and belp in time of need, and 1 "" the 
therefore our hearts ought to riſe with indignation a. emoval c 
gainſt thoſe who go about to perſuade the belief of 2 MW meland 


thing ſo prejudicial to our intereſt,. to take away tj, 


light of eur eyes, and the breath of our neſirils, and to rob ik yes 
us of all the comfort and ſupport, which the belief of Abs 
an infinite power, conducted by infinite wiſdom and ſh... htned 
goodneſs, is apt to afford mankind. bo rectilh 


IT. We ſhould take great care gf perverting and aby. 


: 0D, £0 
ſing this great goodneſs by vain confidence and preſumy. 7 


tion, This is a provocation of a high nature, which the key 
ſcripture calls, turning the grace of GoD into wanton lc rocei 
we making that an encouragement to fin, which is on: Wo: of 
of the ſtrongeſt arguments iu the world againft it, Gov WW, ke 
3s infinitely good and merciful 5 but we muſt not there. purpoſe a 
fore think, that he is fond, and indulgent to our faults; quently v 
but on the contrary, becauſe he is good, he cannot but one a1 


hate evil. So the ſcripture every where tells us, that 
he is of purer eyes than to beheld iniquity z that the fac 
of the Lorp is againſt them that do ewnl ; he ts ne: a 
_ Gop that bath pleaſure in wickedneſs, neither ſha!l evi 
dell with bim ; the fool fp fhail not fland in Lis fight, 
he bateth all the workers of iniquity, He is ready to 
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ſhew mercy to thoſe, who are qualified for it by repen- -_q — 
tance, and reſolution of a better courſe 3 but as long as "SM 
we continue impenitent, Gop 1s implacable, and wil WM, wee hos 
deal with us according to the tenor of his laws, and the Be... 4 0 
deſert of our doings. Deſpair is a great fin, but pre- bild ; i 


ſumption is a-reater ; deſpair doubts of the goodneſs of 


} 
Gop, but preſumption abuſeth it ; deſpair diſbel1eves, Wi Hoch 
but preſumption perverts the belt thing ia the word th... righ 
a quite contrary purpoſe from vwiat it was intended. wn tempt 
III. The conſideration of $op*s goodneſs is a mig"y Mine tg 
comfort and relief to our mind:, under all our fears and him, an 
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verlaſting condition 5 which are commonly founded in 
ne of theſe two cauſes, a melancholy temper, or mi- 
taken notions and apprehenfions of Gop ; and very 
ften theſe two meet together, and hinder the cure and 
emoval of one another, 

Melancholy, as it is an effect of bodily temper, is 
diſeaſe not to be cured by reaſon and argument, but 
by phyfick and time ; but the miſtakes which men have 
ntertained concerning GoÞD, if they be not ſet on and 
heightned by melancholy (as many times they are) may 
be retified by a true repreſentation of the goodneſs of 
od, confirmed by reaſon and ſcripture. Many good 
men have had very hard and injurious thoughts of Gop 
inſtilled into them, from doQtrines too commonly taught 
and received 3 as if he did not fincerely deſire the hap- 
neſs of his creatures, but had from all eternity decreed 
to make the greateſt part of mankind, with a ſecret 
purpoſe and defign to make them miſerable ; and conſe- 
quently were not ſerious and in goed earneſt in his invi- 
ations and exhortations of ſinners to repentance ; and 
t is no wonder if ſuch jealoufies as theſe concerning 
Gop, make men.doubtful whether Gop love them, and 
ery ſcrupulous and anxious about their everlaſting con- 
Iition, | 

I have already told you, that theſe harſh doQtrines 
have no manner of foundation, either in reaſon or ſcrip-- 
ture ; that Gop earneſtly defires our happineſs, and af- 
fords us ſufficient means to that end 3 that he bears a 


" more hearty good will to us, than any man does to his 
| the Wi end, or any father upon earth ever did to his deareſt 
7 hild ; in compariſon of which, the greateſt affeQtion of 
$ 


nen to thoſe whom they love beſt, is bur as the drop of 
the oucket, as the wery ſmall duſt upon the balance, If we 
have right apprehenfions of Gop*s goodneſs, we can have 
no temptation to deſpair of his kind and merciful inten- 
tions to us, provided we be but careful of our duty to 
him, and do fincerely repent and forſake our fins, 
Plainer declarations no words can make, than thoſe we 
meet with in the holy ſcriptures, That Gop bath no 
leaſure in the death of the wicked, but rather that he 
ſhould 
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ſhould turn from his wickedneſs, and tive 3 that be wwould 


hawe all men to be ſaved, and to come to the knowledge of 
tbe truth ; that be is long-ſuffering to us-ward, not wil. 
ling that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould some to re. 


pentance ; that he that confeſſeth and forſaketh his fin, 


ſpall bawe mercy ; that if the wicked forſake bis ways, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and return unto the 
Lox, be will have mercy, and will abundantly pardon, 

As for outward calamities and afflictions, the con. 
fideration of Goy's goodneſs is a firm ground of conſe. 
lation to us, giving us aſſurance, that God will either 
prevent them by his providence, or ſupport us under 
them, or reſcue us out of them, or turn them to our 
greater good and happineſs in this world, or the next, 
St, Paul ſpeaks of it as the firm belief and perſuaſion of 
all good men, that in the iſſue all their. afliftions ſhould 
prove to. their advantage. We know (ſays he) that all 
#bings ſhall work together fer good to them that love Gon ; 
and one of the greateſt evidences of our love to Go, 1 
a firm belief and perſuaſion of his goodneſs ; if we be» 
lieve his goodneſs, we cannot but love him, and it we 
love him, all things ſhall work together for our goed, 

And this is a great cordial to thoſe who are under 
grievous perſecutions and ſufferings, which is the caſe of 
our brethren in a neighbour nation, and may come to 
be ours, Gop knows how ſoon. But tho? the malice 
of men be great, and back'd with a power not to be 
controul'd by any viſible means, and therefore likely to 
continue ; yet the goodneſs of Gop is greater than the 
malice of men, and of a longer duration and continu- 
ance, And thus David comforted himſelf, when he was 
perſecuted by Saul, Pſal. lii. 1. by beafteft thou thy{:if 
in miſohief, O mighty man ? the goodneſs of Gov end'r:th 
continually, The perſecution which Saul raiſed againk 
him was very. powerful, and laſted a Jong time ; but ae 
comforts himſelf with this, that zbe goodneſs of God «r- 
dures for ever, | 

IV. The conſideration of Gonr's goodneſs is a power- 
ful motive and argument to ſeveral duties, 
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1. To the love of Goy, And this is the moſt pro- 
per and natural effe&t and operation of the goodneſs of 
God upon our minds, Several of the divine attributes 
are very awful, but goodneſs is amiable, and without 
this nothing elſe is ſo, Power and wiſdom may com- 
mand dread and admiration z3 bunt nothing but goodneſs 
can challenge our love and afteftion, Goodneſs is amia- 
ble for itſelf, tho* no benefit and advantage ſhould from 
thence redound to us 5 but when we find the come» 
tortable effects of it, when che riches of Gop*s goodneſs, 
end long-ſuffering and forbearance, are laid out upon us, 
when we live upon that goodneſs, and are indebted to it 
for all that we have and hope for, this is a much greater 
endearment to us of that excellency and perfeCQtion, which. 
was amiable for itſelf, We cannot but love him who 7s 
good, and does us good ; whoſe goodneſs extends to all 
his creatures, but is exerciſed in ſo peculiar a manner 
towards the ſons of men, that it is called love; and if 
Gor vouchſafe to love us, well may this be the firf# and 
oreat commandment, hou fhalt lowe the Lorgp thy Gov 
with all thine heart, and with all thy ſuul, and with 


nder Bl .j thy mind, 

e of 2, The conſideration of Gop*s goodneſs is likewiſe an 
e 10 Wtreument to us to fear him 3 Not as a ſlave does his 
= maſter, but as a cAild does his father, who the more he 


loves him, the more afraid he is to offend him, There 
a ﬀf forgiveneſs with thee (faith the Pſalmiſt) rhat rhou 
1 the mayej# be feared ; becaute God is ready to forgive, we 
17" WF hould be afraid to offend, Men fpall fear the Logv, 
We and bis goodneſs (faith the prophet) Hoſea ii!, 5. And 
"fi Indeed nothing is more to be dreaded, than deſpiſed good - 
wr neſs and abuſed patience, which turns into fury and ven- 
gaink geance 3 Deſp:ſeft thou the riches of his goodneſs, and 
ut ae lng- ſuffering, and forbearance, (ſays the apoſtic) and 
2 0 Bra /ureft up to thyſelf wrath againſt the day of wrath, 
end the revelation of the righteous judgment of Gov ? 
3- The conſideration oft Gop's goodneſs is a power- 
ful motive to obedience to his laws, and, as the apoſtle 
exretſeth it, ro <valk 2vorthy of the LoRD wnto all well. 
rafing, being fruitful in every goed Work, This args 
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ment Samuel uſeth to the people of Iirael, to perfuje 
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them to-obedience, 1 Sam. xij. 24. Only fear the Lozy 
and ſerve bim in truth, wwith all your heart, for confidy 
evhat great things he hath dene |for you, ; 
And indeed the laws which Gop hath given us, av 
none of the leaſt inſtances of his goodneſs to us, fin 
they all tend to our good, and are proper cauſes and 
means of our happineſs; ſo that in challenging our oe 


_ dience to his laws, as acknowledgments of our obligation 


to him for -his benefits, he lays a new obligation, and 
confers a greater benefit upon vs. All that his lay 
require of ns, is to do that which is beſt for ourſclye; 
and does moſt directly conduce to our own we}fare and 
| happineſs. Confidering our infinite abligations to Gop 
he might have challenged our obedience to the ſevere 
and harſheſt laws he could have impoſed upon us ; { 
that as the ſervants ſaid to Naaman, - 2d the prophet bi 
thee to do ſome great thing, wwouldeſt thou not bawve don 
at ? bow much more when he hath only ſaid, Waſh ani 
: be clean ! If Gop had required of us things very prie 


vous and burdenſome, in love and gratitude to him w: 


Ought to have yielded a ready and chearfui obedience tt 
ſuch commands ; how much more, when he hath on 


ſaid, Do this. and be happy ? in te!timony of your low 


to me, do theſe things which are the greateſt kindnel 
and benefit to yourſelves. | 


4+ The goodneſs of Gop ſhonld lead men to repentance 


One of the greateſt aggravations of our ſins is, that w 


offend againſt ſo much goodneis, and make fo bad a re 


quital for it z Do ye thus reguite the LorD, 0 ili 


prople and unwiſe! The proper tendency of Gop's good 


neſs and patience to finners, is to bring them to a ſenſ 
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of their miſcarriage, and to a ref£iution of a bets 
courſe, When we reflect upon the blc{{ings and favour 


. 7. Le 
of Gop, and his continual goodneſs to us, can Wil ware, 
chuſe but be aſhamed of our tertible ingratitud2 all t, he gy 
diſobedience ? Nothing is more apt to- make an inc env rocth 
[ OY poteth tc 
ous nature to relent, than the ſenſe of undeſerved ! 1100 ;; your. 
neſs ; that Gop ſhould be fo good to us, who ai”: © thit > ; 
6, But 


hi 
S 


and unthankful to him ; that tho* we be enzavrs ! 
| ; Yor, 
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26M him, yet when wwe hunger, be. feeds us 5; when wwe thirſt, 
BY be gives us to drink ; beaping as it were coals of fire on 
ide aur heads, on purpoſe to melt us into repentance, and 
to overcome Our evil by his goodnefs, 

ne 5. The conſideration of Gob's goodncſs is a firm 
inze ground of truſt and confidence, What may we not 
na hope and afſuredly expet from immenſe and boundleſs 
ode goodneſs ? If we have right apprehenſions of the good- 


mon neſs of GoD, we cannot poſlibly diſtruſt him, or doubt 


an of the performance of thoſe gracious promiſes which he 
lava hath made to us ; the ſame goodneſs which inclined 
Ire: WY him to make ſuch promiſes, will effe&ua)ly engage him 
2008 to make them good. If Gop be ſo good as he hath 
700. declared himſelf, why ſhould we think that he will not 
All help us in our need, and relieve us in our diſtreſs, and 
comfort us in our affliftions and forrows ? If we may 
with confidence rely upon any thing to confer good upon 
us, and to preſerve and deliver us from evil, we may 
truſt infinite goodneſs. 3 

6. The goodneſs of Gov is likewiſe an argument to 
ys to patience and contentedneſs with every condition, 
If the hand of God be ſevere and heavy upon us in any 
MiQtion, we may be aſſured that it is not without great 
cauſe that ſo much goodneſs is ſo highly offended and 
diſpleaſed with us ; that he defigns our good in all the 
evils he ſends to us, and does.not chaſten us for his plea - 
ſure, but for our profit ; that we are the cavſe. of our 
own ſufferings, and our fins ſeparate between Gop and 
u, and wwithbold good things from us ; that in the final 
ſue and reſult of things, all chings ſhall work together 
for good to us; and therefore we ought not to be diſ- 
contented at aay thing which will certainly end in our 
happineſs, | | 

7. Let us imitate the goodneſs of Gon, The higheſt 
perfeCtion of the beſt and moſt perfe& pattern is worthy 


a your Father which ts tin heaven ts pirfeft, How is 
that ? in being good, and kind, and merciful, as Gop 


, But T ſay unto you, (ſays our LorD) Love your ene- 
Vor, VIII, OTE X | mis, 


| 


to be our pattern, This the ſcripture frequently pro- | 
poſeth to us 3; Matth. v. 48. Be ze therefore per feft, even 
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mr, boſs them that curſe you, do good to them that boy 


you and. pray for them wohich dr ſpitefully ufe you, ani 


periecnte you 5 that ye may be the children of your Fathy 


wvhich 1s in beaven ; for he maketh his ſun to riſe 6 1} 


evil, and on the good, and ſendeth rain on the juft, af 


en the uzjuſs, And then it follows, Be ye therefurs jo 
feft, even as your Father Thich 1s1n heaven ts per ſc, "Th 


ſame pattern St, Paul propoſeth to us, Ephef, iy, +» 


and chap. v. 1. Beye kind one to anther, tender-hrarted 
forgiving one another, even as Gop for Cur151) (4 
hath forgiven you, Be ye therefore followers of Go ; 
deer children, and walk in love, We cannot in any thin 
reſemble GoD more than in goodneſs and kindne!s, wn 


mercy, and in a readineſs to forgive thoſe who have beg 


injurious to us, and to be reconciled to them, 


Let us then often contemplate this perfeQtion of Goy 
and repreſent it to our minds, that by the freave 
contemplation of it, we may be transformed tr:1 th 


1nage of the divine gosdneſs, Is Gop ſo good th 


creatures ? with how much greater reaſon ſhould wel 


fo to our fellow creatures ? Is Gop good to us ? let! 


imitate his uaiverfal goodneſs, by endeavouring the gu 


of mankind ; and, as much as in us lies, of the why 


creation of God, Whit God is to us, and whit x 


would have him fill be to us, that let us be to othe 
We are infinitely beholden to this perteQion oi G1 
for all that we are, and for all that we enjoy, and þ 
all that we expe ; and therefore we have all the r: 
ſon in the world to admire and imitate it. Let this pi 
tern of the divine goodneſs be continually before us, ti 
we may be ſtill faſhioning ourſelves in the temper oi« 
minds, and in the aCtions of our lives, to a likenels; 
conformity to it, | 


Laſtly, The conſideration of the divine goodneſs thou 
excite our praiſe and thankfulueſs, This is a great cut 


to the performance” whereof we ſhould fummon all t 


powers and faculties of our ſouls, as the holy Pſalm 


that it qoithin me, bleſs his boly name, Bl:js the Lot 
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vite all others to the ſame work, as the ſame devout 
lmiſt frequently does, Pſal, evi, O give thanks unto 
js LorD ! for he is good, for his mercy endurcth for 
zer, And Pſal, cvii. O that men would therefore praiſe 
::Lozxn for his go:dneſs, and for bis wondcrfſul <vorks 
the children of men ! 

And we had nced to be often called upon to this duty, 
> which we have a peculiar backwardneſs. Neceflity 
rives us to prayer, and ſends us to Gop for the ſup- 
ly of our wants ; but praiſe and thankſgiving is a duty 
hich depends upon our gratitude and ingenuity 3 and 
othing ſooner wears off, than the ſenſe of kindneſs and 
encfitss We are very apt to forget the bleſſings of 
op, not ſo much from a bad memory, as from a bad 
ature; to forget the greateſt bleflings, the continuance 
phereof ſhould continually put us in mind of them ; 
e bleſſings of our beings, So Gop complains of his 
ople, Deut, xxxii, Of the Gop that formed thee, thou 
off been unmindful z the dignity and excellency of our 
ing above all the ceeatures of this viſible world 5 Job 
xv, 10, I1, None faith, Where is Gon my maker ? 
bo teacheth us more than the beaſts of the carth, and 
keth fus wiſer than the fowls of heawen ; the daily 
Imforts and bleſſings of our lives, which we can conti- - 
ally receive, without almoſt ever looking up to the 
nd that gives them, So Gopy complains by the pro- 
het, Hoſea 11, 8, 9. She knew not that T gave her corn, 
1d wine, and oil, and multiplied her paid and ſilver, 
nd 15 it not ſhameful to ſee how at the moſt plentiful 
bles, the giving of Gop thanks is almoſt grown out 
faſhion 3 as if men were aſhamed to own from whence 
ele bleflings came, When thanks is all Gov expeQts 
pm us, can we not afford to give him that ? Do ye thus 
quite tke LORD, fooliſh people and unxiſc! It is jult 
th Gop to take away his bleſſings from us, if we 
ny him this eaſy tribute of praiſe and thankſgiving, 

It is a ſign men are unfit for heaven, when they ate 
c>kward to that which is the proper work ang employ- 
ent of the bleſſed ſpirits above. Therefore as ever we 
pe to come thither, let us begia this work here, and 
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inure ourſelves to that which will be the great buſineſs 
of all eternity, Let us, with the four and twenty eldery 
in the Revelations, fall down before him that fits on the 
throne, and worſhip him that liveth for ever and ever, 
and caſt our crowns before the throne, (that is, caſt our- 0 FE 
ſelves) and aſcribe all glory to Gop ; ſaying, Thou ur: 

worthy, O LorD, to receive glory, and honour, and 

power, for thou baſ# made all things, and for thy plea. 
ſure they are, and were created... 

To him therefore, the infinite and tnexhauflible fourtain 
of goodneſs, the Father of merctes, and the Gop of !l! 
conſolation, who gave us ſuch excellent beings, baving 
made us little lower than the angels, and crowned us with 


glory and honour ; who bath been pleaſed to flamp upon ut The 
the image of his own goodneſs, and thereby made us par. 

takers of a divine nature 3 communicating to us, not onl HAV 
of the effefs of his goodneſs, but in ſome meaſure and qe my v9 
gree of the perfe&ion itſelf ; to him wwhbo gives us all thingW"*'© 
richly te enjoy, which pertain to life and godlineſs, and" © 8 
bath made ſuch abundant proviſion, not only for our cm puniſhmer 
fort and convenience of this preſent life, but for our un" © 
ſpeakable bapprineſs to all eternity 53 tro him w0ho deſipnedil”* 1 del 
this happineſs to us from all eternity, and whoſe mr which, I 
and goodneſs to us endures for ever ; wwho when by wilfWM F.rit, \ 
tranſgreſſions and diſcbedience, wve had plunged ourſcluWCon. 
znto a ſlate of fin and miſery, and bad forfeited that had Second! 
ptneſs wwhich we wore deſigned to, wwas pleaſed to refuorWGov. 

us to a new capacity of it, by ſending bis only Son to tal Thirdl: 
 euy nature quith the p om and infirmities of it, ts lwWpr:at ner 
among us, and to die for us ; in a word, to him who il -. . » 
infinitely good to us, not only contrary to our deſerts, bu _ 

; beyond our bopes, who renews bis mercy upon us evil \ . |. _ 
morning, and is-patient tho* we provoke bim every doyl; .. fy 
who preſerves and provides for us, and ſpares us continu fl 1 
ally, who is always willing, always watchful, and C _ ; 
wer weary to do us good ; to bim be all glory and hontur he _ \ 
adoration and praiſe, love and obedience, new and fi kry that 
EVEN, | perly pat; 
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NUMB. XIV, 18. 
The Lord is long-ſufſcring, and of great mercy. 
HAVE conſidered GoDp's zouaneſs in general. There 


are two eminent branches of it,- his patience and 
mercy. The paticnce of Con is his goodneſs to them 
that are guilty, in deferring or moderating their deſerved 
puniſhment 3 the mercy of Gop 1s his goodneſs to them 
that are or may be miſerable, *'Tis the laſt of theſe 
wo I deſign to diſcourie of at this time; in dcing 
which, I ſhall enquire, | 


Firſt, What we are to underſtand by the mercy of 


clue o 1. 

hay Secondly, Shew you, that this perfeQion belongs to 
ef or MG ov. 

1 Thirdly, Confider the m___ of it, that Gov is of 
> lil great Mercy. | 


ho 1 | 
= Firſt, What we are to underftand by the mercy of 


Gor, 

I told you £*t is his gocdneſs fo them that are 1n mi- 
ſy, or liable to it ; that is, that are in danger of it, 
or have deſerved it, *Tis mercy to prevent the naſfery 
that we are liable to, and which may beta! us, tho” it 
be not aCtually upon us. *Tis mercy to defer the mi- 
ery that we deſerve, or mitigate it; and this is pro- 
prly patience and forbeararce, "Tis mercy to reveve 
tlvle that are in miſery, to inpport or comfort them. 
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"Tis mercy to remit the miſery we deſerve, and by par- 
don and forgiveneſs to remove and take away the obliyz. 
tion to puniſhment, | 
Thus the mercy of Gov is uſually in ſcripture {+ 
forth to us by the affeCtion of pity and compaſſion, which 
1s an affection that cauſeth a ſenſible commotion and dif. 
turbance in us upon the apprehenſion of ſome great evil 
that lies upon another, or hangs over him, Hence it 
is that Gov is aid in ſcripture to be grieved and of- 
flifted for the miſeries of men ; his bowels are,ſaid t 
ſound, and bis beart to turn within him, 'But tho* Gov 
is pleaſed in this manner to ſet forth his mercy and ten- 
derneſs towards us, yet we muſt take heed huw ve 
cloath the divine nature with the infirmities of human 
paſſions, We muſt not meaſure the perfeftion of Goy 
by the expreſſions of his condeſcenfion ; and becauſe he 
ſtoops to our weakneſs, level him to our infirmities, 
When Gov is ſaid to pity us, we muſt take away the 
imperfe&tion of this paſſion, the commotion and Ciſtur- 
bance of it, and not imagine any ſuch thing in Gov ; 
but we are to conceive, that the mercy and compaſſion 
of Gop, without producing the diſquiet, do produce 
the effets of the moſt ſenſible pity. 

Secondly, That this perfeCtion belongs to Gov. 

All the arguments that I uſed to prove the goodrel; 
of Gov, from the acknowledgment of natural !igit, 
and from ſcripture and reaſon, ſerve to prove that he 1s 
merciful; becauſe the mercy of Gop is an eminent 
branch of his goodneſs, I will only produce ſome ot 
thoſe many texts of ſcripture which attribute this per- 
fetion to Gop, Exod. xxxiv. 6. The Lord, the Lord 
GoD, gracious and merciful. Deut. iv. 31, The LonD 
thy Gev is a merciful Gop. 2 Chron, xxxiv. 9, Tht 
LogrD your GoD is gracious and merciful, Neh. ix. 17, 


Ready ts pardon, gracious and merciful, Pſal. xxv. 10. 
All the paths of the LorD are mercy. Pal, Ixii, 12, 
Unto thee, O LogD, belongeth mercy. Pſal, cii. 8, Mer- 
ciful ard gracious, Pſal, cxxx. 7. With the LoRD ehere 
is-mercy, And fo Jer, iii, 12, Joel ij, 13, Jouai by 
2, Lyks vi. 36, Be ye therefore merciful, as your Fog 
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| alſo is merciful. The ſcripture ſpeaks of this as moſt 
| natural to him, 2 Cor. i. 3. he is called the Father of 
| mercies, But when he puniſheth, he doth as it were 
| relinquiſh his name, and do a firange work, The LorxD 
| will wait that he may be gracious, Iſa. xxx, 18, Gop 
WW poſſeth by opportunities of puniſhing, but his mercy 
| WE takes opportunity to diſplay itſelf 5 be 2vazts to be gra= 
WE cos, To afflift or puniſh is a work that Gop is un- 
- W willing to, that he takes no pleaſure in ; Lam, iii. 33. 
to WH He doth not affii® willingly nor grieve the children of 
DW ren. But mercy is a work that he delights in, Micah 
on 


Lyii, 18, He delighteth in mercy, When Gop ſhews - 
ve WE mercy, he does it with pleaſure and delight ; he is ſaid 


in WW co rejotce over bis people to do them good. Thoſe attributes 
0» W'that declare God's goodneſs, as when he is faid to be 
he Weracious, or merciful, and long-ſuffering, they ſhew 
es, Wwhat Gop is in himſelf, and delights to be: thoſe 
he Wwhich declare his wrath and ſeverity, ſhew what he is 
ur- Wupon provocation, and the occaſion of fin 3 not what he 
chuſeth to be, but what we do as it were compel and 
neceſſitate him to be, 

Thirdly, For the degree of it ; that Gop is a Gop 
pf great mercy, | 

The ſcripture doth delight to advance the mercy of 
Cop, and does uſe great variety of expreſſion to mag= 
nity it, It ſpeaks of the greatneſs of his mercy ; Numb. 
xiv, 19, According to the greatneſs of bis mercy, 2 Sam, 
nent Btriv, 14, Let me fall into the hands of the Lomb, for 
© 0 Wis mercies are-great. *Tis call'd an abundant mercy, 
per- Wi Pet, i, 3. According to bis abundant mercy, Plal, ciui, 
0RDBS. he is ſaid to be plentecus 77 mercy ; and rich in mercy, 
08D Woh. ii, 4. Pal. v. 7. he ſpeaks of the multitude of 
00's mercies ; and of the variety of them, Neh. ix. 18. 
n thy manifold mercies thou for ſakeſt them nat, So many 
re they, that we are ſaid to be ſurrounded and com- 
aſſed about on every fide with them ; Pal, ciii, 4. bo 
oneth us with lowing-kindneſs and tender mercies. 


there And yet farther to ſet forth the greatneſs of them, 
1h 1V-he {cripture uſeth all dimenſions. Height, Pal, 1vii.- 


"8% 1>y mercy is great unto the heavens, Nay, higher 
: yet 3 
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Wer. T4 
yet ; Pſal. cyiti. Thy mercy 1s great above the hecawv:ns, > "i 
For the latitude and extent of it, 'tis as large as the x ol 
earth, and extends to all the creatures in it : Pal, cix, MW " 7 
64. The earth is full of thy mercy, Pal. cxlv. 8. [lis ; " ſhor 


tender mercies are over all his works, For the length, or 


, . : mercy of 
duration and continuance of it 3 Exod, xxxiv. 7. Lay. WW 4 


ing up mercy in flore for thouſands of generations, one + hors 
after another. Nay, it is of a longer continuance; Hare ſpe 
Pſal., exviii. *tis ſeveral times repeated, that his mercy Wie as ; 
 endureth for ever, fo that ir 

And to ſhew the intenſe degree of this affeQion of Loa exci 


mercy or pity, the ſcripture uſeth ſeveral emphatic! 


. : LokD ar 
expreſſions to ſet it forth tous, The ſcripture ſpeaks of WM 


the tender mercies of Goy, Pſal. xxv, 6. Remember, 0 uf pts. 
Lorry, thy tender mercies, Yea, of the multitude of of mercy 
theſe, Pſal. li. t. According to the multitude of thy tcn- i eeming 
der mercies, blot out my tranſgreſſions. Jam, v. 11, The M. nd holing 
Lorp is very pitiful, and of tender mercy. "They are omplain 
called Gor's bowels, which are the tendereft parts, and WW Job xli. * 
apt to yern and flir within us when any aſteCtions of Wir s «| 
love and pity are excited, Ifa, Ixiii. 15, Yhere is the Ute with 
Sounding of thy bowels, and of thy mercies, are they re- to bebold 
frained ? Luke i. 78, Through the tender mercy of tar wheſt thou 
Gon, So it is In our tranſlation ; but if we render 1t by tongue 
from the original, *tis through the bowels of the mercin Ml Jonah cor 
of our Gap. How doth. Gop condeſcend in thoſe pa- make forr 
thetical expreſſions, which he uſeth concerning his peo- WY p , th: 
ple ? Hof. xi. 8. How ſhall T1 give thee up, Ephrain "Wi. ereatn 
mine heart is turned within me, and my bowels are indi bute: & 
together, Nay, to expreſs his tender ſenſe of our mile- —_ 
ries and ſufferings, he is repreſented as being 2flicte "A ws p 
with us, and bearing a part in our ſufferings ; 11a, ixill © Baie 
9. In all thar afflitions he was afflited. mercy to 
The compaſſions of God are compared to the tenderel us, *Tis r 


affeCftions among men; to that of a father towards us * Fe: 

k $ : = DEN bo LOGS y 
children ; Pal. ciii. 14. As a father pitieth Ls chitaren, deſerved; | 
fo the Logrp pitieth them that fear him. Nay, to the away the 
compaſſions of a mother towards her injant , I'a. xe js 
50. Car a woman forget her ſucking child, that js 14 


C * | | I, Prev! 
wot bave compaſſion ex the ſon o ber wwonb # Ls b we are I 
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3y, 'tis poſſible, tho* moſt unlikely ; but tho' a mo- 
ther may turn unnatural, yet Gop cannot be unmer- 
SL 
| In ſhort, the ſcripture doth every where magnify the 
mercy of GoD, and ſpeak of it with all poſſible advan- 
tage ; as if the divine nature, which doth in all perfec- 
tions excel all others, did in this excel itſelf. The ſcrip- 
{ture ſpeaks of it as if Goy was wholly taken up with 
it, as if it was his conſtant exerciſe and employment, 
ſo that in compariſon of it, he doth hardly diſplay. agy 
other excellency ; Pſal, xxv. to. Al! the paths of the 
LogD are mercy ; as if in this world, Gop had a de- 
ſign to advance his mercy above his other attributes, 
The mercy of Gop is now 1n the throne, this is the day 
of mercy, and Gov doth diſplay it many times with a 
ſeeming diſhonour to his other attributes, his juftice, 
and holineſs, and truth, His juſtice ; this makes Job 
complain of the long life and proſperity of the wicked ; 
{Job xli. 7. Wherefore do the wwicked live, yea, become 
old? &c, His holineſs ; this makes the prophet expoſtu- 
late with Gop, Hab. i. 13. Thou art of purer eyes than 
ito behold evil, and canf# net look on iniquity, Wherefore 
ockeſ thou upon them that deal treacherouſly, and boldeff 
leby tongue ? &c, And the truth of Gop ; this makes 
ſonah complain, as if Gop's mercies were ſuch as did 
make ſome refle&tion upon his truth, Jon, iv. 2. 

But that we may have more diftin&t apprehenſions of 
be greatneſs and number of God's mercies, I will di- 
iribute them into kinds, and rank them under ſeveral 
heads, *Tis mercy to prevent thoſe evils and miſeries 
hat we are liable to, *Tis mercy to defer thoſe evils 
that we have deſerved, or to mitigate them, *Tis 
mercy to ſuppert and comfort us when miſery is upon 


co eſt mercy of all is, to remit the evil and miſery we have 
"WW deſerved, by pardon and forgiveneſs, to remove and take 
away the obligation to puniſhment ; ſo that the mercy 

,.,j* CoD may be reduced to theſe five heads. 
\ ſl 1+ Preventing mercy, Many evils and miſeries which 
we are liable to, Gop prevents them at a great di- 
ſtance 


us. *Tis mercy to deliver us from them, But the great- 
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Nance z and when they are coming towards us, he ſtops 
them, or turns them another way. The merciful pro. 
vidence of Go, and thoſe inviſible guards which pro. 
te& us, do divert many evils from us, which fall upon 
others, We ſeldom take notice of GoD's preventing 
mercy 3 we are not apt to be ſenſible how great a mer. 
cy it is to be freed from thoſe ſtraits and neceſlitics, 
thoſe pains and diſeaſes of body, thoſe inward racks 
and horrors, which others are preſſed withal, and labour 
under. When any evil or miſery is upon us, would we 
not reckon it a mercy to be reſcued and delivered from 
it? And is it not a greater mercy that we never felt it? 
Does not that man owe more to his phyſician who pre. 
vents his ſickneſs and diſtemper, than he who, aſter the 
weakneſs and languiſhing, the pains and tortures of {:. 
veral months, is at length cured by him ? 

IT. Forbearing mercy. And this 1s the patience of 
Gov, which conſiſts in the deferring or moderating of 
our deſerved puniſhment, Hence it 1s that flozw to on. 
ger, and of great mercy, do ſo often go together, But 
this I ſhall ſpeak to hereafter in ſome particular iſ. 
courſes, 

IH. Comforting mercy. 2 Cor. i, 3. The Father sf 
mercies, and the God of all comfort, The ſcripture re- 
preſents Gop as very merciful, in comforting and ſup- 
porting thoſe that are afflifted and caſt down ; hence 
are thoſe expreſſions of putting his arms under us, bearing 


ws up, ſpeaking comfortably, wiſiting us with his lowing-, 


kindneſs, which ſignify Gop's merciful regard to thole 
who are in miſery and diſtreſs, 

IV. His relieving mercy, in ſupplying thoſe that are 
in want, and delivering thoſe that are in trouble, Gop 
doth many times exerciſe men with trouble and affiicti- 
ons, with a very gracious and merciful deſign, to pre+ 
vent greater evils, which men would otherwiſe bring 
upon themſelves, Affliftions are a merciful invention 
of heaven, to do us that good, which nothing elſe can ; 
they awaken us to a ſenſe of Gop, and of ourſelves, 
to a conſideration of the evil of our ways ; they maxe 
us to take notice of Gop, to ſeek him, and to enquire 
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j zftcr him. Gop doth, as it were, by affliftions, throw 
@ ;men upon their backs to make them look up to hea- 
© ven 3 Hoſ. ve 15. In their affiiftton they will ſeek me ear- 
F ly, Pal. Ixxviii. 34. When he flew them, then they fought 
E bim, and they returned, and enquired early after Gov. 
8 But Gop does not delight in this, he doth not afflidt 
8 willingly, nor grieve the children of men, When afflicti- 
E 515 have accompliſhed their work, and obtained their 
WE cr upon us, Gon is very ready to remove them, and 
| command deliverance for us ; Ifa, liv, 7, 8. For a ſmall 
© moment have 1 forſaken thee, but with great mercies vill 
E 1 gather thee, In a little wrath T hid my face from thee 
for a moment, but with everliſinng kindneſs wwill I Lawe 
| mercy on thee, ſaith the LorD thy redeemer, 
V. Pardoning mercy. And here the greatneſs and 


f WE fulneſs of Gop's mercy appears, becauſe our ſins are 
\f WW ercat ; Pal. lxxviii, 38. Being full of compaſſion, be for- 
.. WE £-ve their iniquity, And the multitude of Gop's mer- 
a cies, becauſe our fins are many ; Pal. li, 1, Hawe mercy 
" on me, O LoRb, according to the multitude of thy tender 


mercies blot out my tranſgreſſions. Exod, xxxiv. 9, He is 
ſaid to pardon inguity, tranſgreſſion, and fin, How ma- 
nifold are. his mercies, to forgive all our fins, of what 
kind foever ! The mercy of God to us in pardoning our 
lins, is matter of aſtoniſhment and admiration ; Mic, 
ing vii, 18, JFbo is a Go D like unts thee, that pardoneth ini- 
0. / But eſpecially if we conſider by what means our 
ofe (pardon is procured ; by transferring our guilt upon the 
mot innocent perſon, the Son of Gov, and making him 
ares W'2 9car cur iniquities, and to ſuffer the wrath of Gop, 
op WV ich was due to us, 
ai- Wo9>'s mercy appears in his diſpenſation ; this ſhews 
Ire. the riches of” his grace, that he ſhould be at fo much 
ring cot to purchaſe our pardon, Not with corruptible things, 
a: filver and gold ; but with the precious blood of bis own 
4n ; vn; Epheſ. 1. 6,7. To the praiſe of the glory of his 
Ives, WE 4e wherein be hath made us accepted in the belowed 
\xke WF" <obom wwe bawe redemption through his blosd, the for- 
quire $iveneſs of ſins, according to the riches of his grace, 
after h 
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_ Having diſpatch'd the thrce particulars I propoſed tr WW: nearl 
be ſpoken to, I ſhall ſhew what uſe we ought to make {WE 3crins 
of this divine attribute, E oeherou: 
Uſe x. We ought with thankfulneſs to acknowleig, W jntereſt 

and admire the great mercy of Gop to us, Let us viey MW when w: 
it in all its dimenſions ; the height, and length, ani{Mle:rned 1 
breadth of it : in all the variety and kinds of it ; the Wdznger 1 
preventing mercy of God to many of us, Thoſe ni. i: lves ; - 
ſeries that lie upon others, "tis mercy to us that wMWawaken 

eſcaped them. *Tis mercy that ſpares us, JU 7s of 14 MWnerciſul 


LorpD's mercies that wwe are not conſumed, and becaiſ 
' bis compaſſions fail not, *Tis. mercy that mitigates ou 
puniſhment, and makes it fall below the deſert of ou 
fins, *Tis mercy that comforts and ſupports us under 
any of thoſe evils that lie upon us, and that reſcue 
and delivers us from them. Which way ſoever we look 
we are encompaſſed with the mercies of Gop ; the 
compaſs us about on every fide, wwe are crowned wil 
Ioving-kindneſs and tender merotes, *'Tis mercy that feet 
us, and cloaths us, and that preſerves us, But abort 
all, we ſhould thankfully acknowledge and admire th 
pardoning mercy of Gop ; Pſal. ciii. 1, 2, 3. whe 
David does, as it were, muſter up the mercies of Goo 
and make a catalogue of them, he ſets the pardenin 
mercy in the front, Bleſs the LoxD, O my ſoul, and 
that is within me praiſe bis holy name, Bleſs the Lox 
O my ſoul, and forget not all his benefits 3 who forgive 
all thy inquities, 
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If we look into ourſelves, and confider our own temWſtering ; 
per and diſpoſition, how void of pity and bowels we and c27: n 
how cruel, and hard- hearted, and inſolent, and revengg@Wirment | 
ful ; if we look abroad in the world, and fee how /4Wity or re 


the earth is of the babitations of cruelty; we ſhall adm 
the mercy of Gop more, and think ourſelves more bt 
holden to it, How many things muſt concur to mai 
our hearts tender, and melt our ſpirits, and fiir 0 
bowels, to make vs pitiful and compaſſionate ? We {4 
dom pity any, unleſs they be aQtually in miſery ; 

all ſuch neither, »*«.leſs the miſery they lie under be vt 
great ; nor then neither, unleſs the perſon that ſuit 


us, 
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Ie nearly related, and we be ſomeways cohcerned in hig 
LuTerings 3 yea, many times not then neither, upon 4 
Ecehcrous account, but as we are ſomeways obliged by 
$ intereſt and ſelf-love, and-a dear regard to ourſelves, 
when we have ſuffered the like ourſelves, and we have 
[learned to pity others by our own ſufferings, or when in 
danger and probability to be in the like condition our- 
{:lves 3 ſo many motives and obl'gations are neceſſary to 
layaken and ſtir up this affeftion in us, But Gov is 
merciful and pitiful to us out of the mere goodneſs of 


can have ary place in him; This affeQion of pity and 


the obje&t, without any other inducement. The mercy 
of Goy, many times, doth not ſtay till we be 2Qtually 


bis merctes, when we deſerved a!l the miſery that is 


his nature ; for few of theſe motives and conſiderations 


tenderneſs is ſtirred up in Gop by the mere preſence of 


miſerable 3 but looks forwatd a great way, and pities us 
at a great Ciſtance, and prevents our miſery. Gop doth 
not only pity us in great calamities 3 but conſiders thoſe 
fer evils .that are upon us, Gop is merciful to us, 
when we have deſerved all the evils that are upon us ; 
and far greater, when we are leſs than the leaſt of all 


upon us, and have with violent hands pulled it upon our 
own heads, and have been the authors and procuters of 
jt to ourſelves, Though Gop, in reſpeCt of his nature, 
bear an infinite diſtance from us, yet his mercy is near 
to vs, and he cannot. poſi: b}v have ans ſelf-intereſt in it, 
The divine nature 1s not liable to want, or injury, or 
offering 3 he 18 ſecvreof his own happineſs and fulnefe, 
nd can neither with the elargement, nor fear the im- 
parment of his eſtate 3 ke can rever Nand in need cf 
pity or relief from us, or any o':ner, and yet he pitics 
us, | 

Now if we conſider the vat difference of this affec. 
on in Gop and us, how tender his mercies are, arg 
bow ſenſible his bowels ; and yet we who have ſo many 
arguments to move us to pity, how hard our hearts are, 
Ind how unapt to relent, as if we were born of the 
och, and were the oif-ſpring of the nether miltone - 

Ver, VIII, | 4 ſure, 
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ſure, when we duly conſider this, we cannot but admire 
the mercy of Gop, | 

How cruel are we to creatures below us ! with how 
Jittle remorſe can we kill a flea, or tread upon a worm 
partly becauſe we are ſecure that they cannot hurt us, 
nor revenge themſelves upon us; and partly becauſe 
they are ſo deſpicable in our eyes, and fo far below us, 
that. they do not fall under the conſideration of our 
pity. Look upward, proud man ! and take notice of 
him who is above thee :. thou didſt not make the crea. 
tures below thee, as Gop did ; there's but 2 finite gi. 
Rance between thee and the meaneſt creatures ; but 
there's an infinite.diſtance between thee and Gov, Min 
is a name of dignity, when we compare ourſelves with 
other creatures ; but compared to Gop, ve are won, 
end not men, yea, we are nothing, yea, leſs than ve. 
thing, and wanity, How great then is the mercy of 
Cor, which regards us, who are ſo far below him, 
which takes into conſideration ſuch inconfiderable no- 
things as we are! We may ſay with David, Pal. viii, 4, 
L,oxD, what is man, that thou cr: mindful of him, or ti: 
fon of man, that thou wiſiteſt him 7 and with Job, chap, 
vii. 17, What is man, thay thou ſhouldeft magnify hin. 
end that thou fhouldeft fet thine heart upon him ® 


And then how hard do we find it to forgive thoie who 
| Have injured us ? If any one have offended, or pro- 
voked us, how hard are we to be reconciled ? How 
mindful of an injury? How do anger and revenge doi! 
within us ? How do we upbraid men with their fault: ? 
What vile and low ſubmiflion do we require of them, 
before we will receive them into favour, and grant 
them peace? And if we forgive once, we think that 1s 
much ; but if an offence and provocation be renewed 
often, we are inexorable, Even the diſciples of our 


Saviour, after he had ſo emphatically taught them 
forgiveneſs, in the petition of the Lor»'s-prayer, yet 
They had very narrow ſpirits as to this ; Matth, xvili. 21. 
Peter comes to him, and asks him, How often jail ny 
Srother fin aga:nfi Mt, and / fergivs bim © till jeven 
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times? He thought that was much : and yet we have great: 
obligations to pardoning and forgiving others, becauſe 
we are obnoxious to God and one another : we ſhall 
many times ſtand in need of pardon from GoÞ and men z 
and it may be our own caſe ; and when it is, we are 
too apt to be- very indulgent to ourſelves, and conceive 
good hopes of the mercy of others; we would have our 
ignorance, and inadvertencies, and miſtakes, and all oc= 
caſions, and temptations, and provocations confidered 
and when we have done amiſs, upon ſubmiſſion and AC 
knowledgment of our fault, we would be received into 
favour : but Gon, who is not at all liable to us, how 
ready he is to forgive ! Tf we confeſs our fins to him, he 
is merciful to forgive: he pardons freely ; and ſuch are 
the condeſcenfions of his mercy, though he be the party 
offended, yet he offers pardon to us, and beſeeches us ta 
he reconciled : if we do but come towards him, he runs 
to meet us, as in the parable of the prodigal, Luke xv. 
20, What reaſon have we then thankfully to acknow- 
ledge and admire the mercy of God to us? _ 

Uſe 2, The great mercy of God to us, ſhould tir up 
in us ſhame and ſorrow for ſin. The judgments of Go Þ 
may break us; but the conſideration of Gop's mercy 
ſhould rather melt and diffolve us into tears : Luke vii. 
47. the woman that waſhed Cnxr1sT's feet with her 
tears, and wiped them with her hair, the account that 
our SAVIOUR gives of the great affe&tion that ſhe ex=- 
preſſed to him, was, ſpe leved much, becauſe much <was 
forgiven ber ; and ſhe grieved much, becauſe much was 
forgiven her, 


Eſpecially we ſhould ſorrow for thoſe fins which have. 


been committed by us after Gop's mercies received. 
Mercies after fins ſhould touch our hearts, and male us 
relent : it ſhould grieve us that we ſhould offend and. 
provoke a Gop fo gracious and merciful, ilow to anger, 
and ſo ready to forgive: but fin againft mercies, and 
after we have received them, is attended with one of the 
greateſt apggravations of fin. And as mercy raiſes the. 
guilt of our fins, ſo it ſhould raiſe our ſorrow for them. 
No conſideration is more apt to work upon human na- 
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ture, than that of kindneſs ; and the greater mercy ha 
been ſhewed to us, the greater our ſins, and the preater 
cauſe of ſorrow for them 3 contraries do illuſtrate, ang 
ſet off one another ; in the great goodneſs and mercy of 
Gop to us, we ſee the great evil of our fins apainf 
him, | 
Every fin has the nature of rebellion and difobedience, 
_ but fins againſt mercy haye ingratitude in them. Whey. 
ever we break the laws of Gon, we rebel again! oy 
| ſovereign 3 but as we fin againſt the mercies of Go, 
we injure our beneiaftor, 'This makes our fin to be hoe. 
Tid, and aſtoniſhing, Iſa, i. 2, Hear, O beavers, and 
give ear, O earth : fer the Lord bath ſpoken, I hay 
nouriſhed aud briught up children, and they have rebelled 
againſt we, AT the mercies of God are aggravations of 
_ our fins ; 2 Sam. xii, 7, 8, 9. And Nathan ſaid to Da. 
wid, Thou art the man, Thus ſaith the LoxD Gov if 
Jiracl, T anointed thee king aver Iſrael, and T1 deliveed 
hee out of the band of Saul, and I gave thee thy maſter's 
houſe, and thy maſters <vives into thy boſom, ard awe 
. thee the beuſe of Tjrael and of Fudah ; and if that bad 
Seen too little, I awould moreover have given unto thee ſuch 
and ſuch things, Wherefore hoſt thou deſpiſed the con- 
mandment of the Log D, to do evil in bis fight ? Gov 
reckons up all his mercies, and from them aggravate: 
David's fin ; 1 Kings xi. 9. he takes notice of a!l the 
unkind returns that we make to his mercy : anc it 1s the 
. worſt temper in the world not to be wrought upon by 
| Kindneſs, not to be melted by mercy : no greater cvi- 
dence of a wicked heart, than that the mercies of Go» 
have no effets upon it ; Iſai. xxvi. 10, Let fawcr be 
fſpewwed to the wicked, yet ill he not learn rightco:jn:/s, 
_ Uſe 3, Let us imitate the merciful nature of Goo, 
"This branch of Gop's goodneſs is very proper for our 
iImitation,, The general exhortation of our SAv10v2?, 
Matt. v. 48. Be ye therefore perfe&, even as your Father 
which is in heaven is perfe# ; is more particularly er- 
preſſed by St, Luke, chap. vi. 36, Be ye therefore mer- 
ciful, as your Father alſo is merciful. Men affe&t to make 
images, and impcſlible repreſentations of God ; _ as 
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Ee-neca faith, Crede deos, cum propitit efſent, fitiles fu- 
" W:/;. We may draw this image and likeneſs of Cop ; 


'" {Wie may be gracious and merciful as he is. CurisT, 
" WE who was the expreſs image of his Father, his whole life 
 Wnd undertaking was a continued work of mercy ; be 

Event about deing goed to the ſouls of men, by preaching 
7 the goſpel to them z and to the bodies of men, in heal= 


ing all manner of difeaſes: there is nothing that he re. 
Icommends more to us, in his goſpel], than this ſpirit and 
temper 3 Matt, v. 7. Blefſed are the merciful, for they 
hall obtain mercy. How many parables doth he uſe, ta 
{et forth the mercy of Gop to us, with a defign to 
draw us to the imitation of it? The parable of the pro- 
[digal ; of the good Samaritan 3 of the ſervant to whom 
the forgave ten thouſand talents, We ſhould imitate 
Gor in this, in being tender and compaſhonate to thoſe 
b that zre In miſery, 

| This is a plece of natural, indiſpenſable religion, to 
which poſitive and inftituted rehgion muſt give way, 


by Amos vi. 6, 1 defired mercy, and not ſacrifice 3 Which 
be 35 twice cited and uſed by our SA VIOUR, Micah vis 
». Wo 4 hath ſhewed thee, O man,. what it is that the 
be” LoxzD thy Gop requires of thee; to do juſirce, and love 
wy LLGP and to wa humbly with thy Gov. | 

tho This is always ore part of the deſcription of a good 
il, an, that he is apt-to pity the miſeries and neceſſities 
by f others; Pal. xxxvii. 26, He 1s ever merciful, and 


lnd:th, He is far from cruelty, not only to men, but 
even to the brute creatures ; Prov. xii. 10. A righteous 
Wn 2egardeth the life of bis vrajft, There 1s nothing 
{, {We contrary to the nature of CoD, than a cruel and 
' {Whvage diſpoſition, not to be a:ed with the miſeries 


or BY." ſufferings of others : how unl:ke 15 this to the Fa- 
Wir of mercies, and ihe God of conſolation! When we 
ha cn ſee cruelty exerciſed, and our bowels not be Rirred 
o». 1a us, nor our hearts be pricked 3 how unlike is this 
-. W- 0D, who 1s wery pitifil, ard of tender mercies ? 
\s (= to rejoice at the miſeries of others, this is inhuman 


i: Ws barbarons, Hear how Gop threatens Edorn for 
b Sh: . x n -. . : "= he” i ed ; 4* 
cs We 06g at the miſeries of Þis brother Jacyy 3 Quadiah, 
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. ture, than that of kindneſs ; and- the greater mercy has 


_ unkind returns that ve make to his mercy : 7 
_ worſt temper in the world not to be wrought upon by 
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been ſhewed to us, the greater our ſins, and the preater 


- Cauſe of ſorrow for them ; contraries do illuſtrate, and 
. Jet off one another ; in the great goodneſs and mercy of 


Gop to us, we fee the great evil of our fins againſt 


_ him, 


| Every fin has the nature of rebellion and diſobedience ; 


_ but fins againſt mercy haye ingratitude in them. When- 
_. ever we break the laws of GpD, we rebel againſt our 
_ Tovereign 3 but as we fin againſt the mercies of Goy, 
. we 1njure our benefaftor, This makes our fin to be hor- 


Tid, and aſtoniſhing, Iſa, i. 2. Hear, O' beavers, and 
pive ear, O earth : for the Lord bath ſpoken, I bave 
nouriſhed and brought up children, and they have rebelled 
againſt me. Al! the mercies of God are aggravations of 


. our fins ; 2 Sam. xii. 7, 8, 9. And Nathan ſaid to Da- 


wid, Thou art the man, Thus ſaith the LoxD God of 


 djrael, IT anointed thee king ever Iſrael, and T delivered 
_ thee out of the band of Saul, 


and [ gave thee thy maſter's 


houſe, and thy maſter's wiwes into thy boſom, and vave 
9 y ; #4 b Sc 


. hee the beuſe of Tjrael and of TFudab s and if that had 


. Seen too little, I would moreover have given unto thee ſuch 


and ſuch things, Wherefore hoſt thou deſpiſed the com- 
m2ndment of the LogD, to do evil in bis fight ? Gop 


reckons up all his mercies, and from them aggravates 


David's fin ; 11 Kings xi. 9. he takes notice of all the 
: and It is the 


Kindneſs, not to be melted by mercy: no greater evi- 
dence of a wicked heart, than that the mercies of God 


. have no effets upon it ; Iſai. xxvi. 10, Let fawour be 


feed to the wicked, yet will be not learn righteouſneſs, 
Uſe 3, Let us imitate the merciful nature of Gov, 

"This branch of Gop*'s goodneſs is very proper for our 

imitation, The general exhortation of our SAv1our, 


| Matt. v. 48. Be ye therefore perfet, even as your Father 


which is in heaven is perf; is more particularly ex- 
preſſed by St, Luke, chap. vi. 36, Be ye therefore mer- 
ciful, as your Father alſo is merciful. Men affe& to make 
images, and impcſlible repreſentations of Go ; os as 

| | | eneca 
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bas Wl geneca faith, Crede deos, cum propitit efſent, files Fu- 
iz, We may draw this image and likeneſs of Gop ; 
we may be gracious and merciful as he is. CxzisT, 
y of who was the expreſs image of his Father, his whole. life 


inf: and undertaking was a contitived work of mercy ; he 
went about doing goed to the fouls of men, by preaching 
A, the goſpel to them 3 and to the bodies of men, in heal- 
pl ing all manner of difeaſes: there is nothing that he re-. 
| 


commends more to us, in his goſpel, than this ſpirit and 
22, temper 3 Matt.  v, 7. Bleſſed are the merciful, for they 


10r- ball obtain mercy. How many parables doth he uſe, ta 
an ſet forth the mercy of Gop to us, with a defign to 
ME draw us to the imitation of it? The parable of the pro= 
//cd WM digal 3 of the good Samaritan ; of the ſervant to whom 
3h he forgave ten thouſand talents, We ſhould imitate 


Gop in this, in being tender and compaſhonate to thoſe 
of that zre in miſery, 


red This is a piece of natural, indiſpenſable religion, to 
4 : which poſitive and inftituted religion muſt give way, 
#1 Amos vi, 6, I defired mercy, and not ſacrifice ; which 


3s twice cited and uſed by our Saviour, Micah vis 
gq, He hath ſhewet thee, O man,, what it is that the 
LoxD thy , Gop requires of thee 5, to do juſtice, and love 
mercy, and to wva/k humbly woith thy God, _ 

This is always one part. of the deſcription of a good 
man, that he is apt-to pity the miſeries and neceſſities ' 
of others; Pfal. xxxvii. 26, He 1s ever merciful, and 
lndzth. He is far from cruelty, not only to men, but 
even to the brute creatures ; Prov, xii. 10. A righteous 
man regardeth the life of bis beaſt, There is nothing 
more contrary to the nature of G op, than a cruel and 
lavage diſpoſition, not to be affe&ed with the miſeries 
and ſufferings of others : how unlike is this to tbe Fa- 
ther of mercies, and the GoD of conſolation! When we 
can ſee cruelty exerciſed, and our bowels not be ſiirred 
vithin us, nor our hearts be pricked ; how unlike is this 
to Gop, who 1s wery pitiful, and of tender mercies 7 
But to rejoice at the miſeries of gthers, this is inkuman 
and barbarous.. Hear how God, threatens Edema for 
te'oicing at the miſeries of Þis brother” Jacob ; Qbadiah, 
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ver, 10, TI, 12, 13, 14. But to delight to make 
"Others miſerable, and to aggravate their ſufferings, this 
"38 deviliſh ; this is the temper of hell, and the very fpi. 
Fit of rhe deftroyer, 
' It becomes man, above all other creatures, to be mer- 
"eiful, who hath had ſuch ample and happy experience of 
God's mercy to him, and doth till continually ſtand in 
need of mercy from Gop. Gop hath been very mer- 
ciful to us.' Had it not been for the teqgder mercies of 
Gop to us, we had all of us long fince 50a miſerable, 
' Now as we have received mercy from Gop, we ſhould 
* ew it to others. The' apoſtle uſeth this as an argu- 
* ment why we ſhould relieve thoſe that are in miſery and 
© want, becauſe we have had ſuch experience of the mercy 
" wnd love of Gon. tous; 1 John ii. 16, 17, Hereby per- 
© cerve 28 the love of Gop, becauſe be lard down his bf: 
for us. But wheſo hath this world's good, and ſeth bis 
brother have necd, &c. how dwelleth the love of Gov in 
* Sim ? That man hath no ſenſe of the mercy of Gon a- 
| biding vpon'his heart, that is not merciful to his brother, 
And it is an argument why we ſhould forgive one ano- 
ther ; Eph. iv. 32, Be ye kind one to another, tend:r- 
 bearted, forgiving one anther, even as Gop for Cur15T': 
Jake bath forgiven you, Chap, v, 1. Be ye therefore fol- 
towers of Gov, as dear children, Col, ii, 12, 13. Put 
on therefore (as the ele# of Govy, holy and beloved) bow- 
els of mercies, kindneſs, bumbleneſs of mind, meckneſs, long- 
" ſuffering ; forbearing one another, and forgiving one ani- 
ber, if any man have a ore againſt any ; even as 
CarisT forgave Jou, fo alſo do ye, | | 
And we continually ftand in need of mercy both from 
Gop and man, We are liable one to another, 2nd in 
the change of human affairs, we may be all ſubject to 
one another by turns, and ſtand in need of one another's 
pity and compaſſion ;' and we muſt expe, that vitb 
what meaſure Te mete ts others, wwith the ſame it ſhall be 
meaſured to us apain. To reſtrain the cruelties, and 
check the inſolencics of men, Gop hath fo ordered, in 
His providence, that very often, in this world, mens 
eruelties return upon they own heads, and their Far 
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dealings upon their own pates, Bajazet meets with a 
Tamerlane. & | | | 
But if men were not thus liable to one another, we 
all ſtand in need of mercy from Gap, If we be mer- 
ciful to others in ſuffering, and forgive them that have 
injured us, Gop will be ſo to us, he will pardon our 
fins to us : Prov, xvi. 6, By mercy and truth iniquity is 
urged. 2, Sam, xxii. 26, With the merciful thou wilt 
ſpew thyſelf merciful. Proy, xiv. 21. He that bath ey 
on the poor, happy is be, Prov, xxi, 21. He that fol- 
leweth after righteouſneſs and mercy, findeth life, Matth, 
Vi, 14. If ye Frvive men their treſpaſſes, your heavenly 
Father will alſo forgive you, But on the other hand, 
if we be malicious and revengeful, and implacable to 
thoſe that have offended us, and inexorable to thoſe who 
defire to be received to favour, and cruel to thoſe who 
lie at our mercy, hard-hearted to them that are in 


neceſſity 3 what can we expect, but that the mercy cf 


Gop will leave us, that he will forget to be gracious, 
and ſhut up in anger bis tender mercy. Matt. vi. 15. If 


ther forgive your treſpaſſes, That is a dreadful paſſage, 
St, James ii, 13. He ſpall bawe judgrent without mercy, 
that bath ſhewed ns m.rcy. How angry is the lord 
with the ſervant who was fo inexorable to his fellow- 
ſervant, after he had forgiven him ſo great a debt, as 
you find in the parable, Matt. xviii. 24. He owed him 
ten thouſand talents, and, upon his ſubmiſſion and in- 
treaty to have patience with him, he was moved with 
compaſſion, and looſed him, and forgave him all : but 
no ſooner had this favour been done to him by his lord, 
but, going forth, he meets his fellow-ſervant, who 
owed him a ſmall, inconfiderable debt, an hundred 


pence ; he lays hands on him, and takes him by the 


throat, and round!y demands payment of him : he falls 
down at his feet; and uſeth the ſame form of ſupplica- 
tion that he had uſed to his lord 3 but he rejeQs his 
requeſt, and puts him in priſon, Now what faith tbe 
lord to him ? ver, 32, 33, J4; Othou wicked ſervant, 
I forgave thee all that debt, becauſe thoy defireft me. 
_ —_—_ 
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The mercy of "G'op. Ser. 147. 
Shouldeſs not thou alſo bave had compaſſion on thy fellow. 
ſervant, even as I had pity on. thee ? And bis lord was 
wwroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he ſhould 
pay all that was due unto him, Now what application 


_ doth our Saviour make of this? yer, 35. So likewiſe 


ſhall my heavenly Father do alſo unto you, if ye from your 


hearts forgive not every one hts brother their treſpaſſes, 
___ Gov's readineſs to forgive us, ſhould be a powerful 


motive and argument 'to_ us to forgive others, The 
greateſt injuries that we can ſuffer from men, if we com- 
pare them to the fins that we commit againſt Goo, 
they bear no proportion. to them, neither in weight nor 
number ; they are but as an hundred pence to ten thoy- 
ſand talents, If we would be like God, we ſhould for- 
give the greateſt injuries 3 he pardoneth' our fins, tho? 
they be exceeding great ; nay, injures tho* offences 
be renewed, and provocations multiplied : for ſo Gop 
doth to us 3 He pardoneth iniquity, tranſgreſſion ard ſin, 


Exod, xxxiv. 7. Iſa. lv. 7, He will bave mercy, be wi!! 


abundantly pardon, We would not have Gop only to 
forgive us ſeven times, but ſeventy times ſeven, as often 
as we offend him ; ſo ſhould we forgive our brother. 

. And we ſhould not be backward to-this work ; Go» 
is ready te forgive us, Neh, ix. 17, . And we ſhould do 
it heartily, not only in word, when we retain malice in 
our hearts, and while we fay we forgive, carry on a ſe- 
cret” defign in our hearts, of revenging ourſelves when 
we have opportunity : but we ſhould from oyr hearts 
forgive every one ; for ſo God doth to us, who, when 
he forgives. us, caſ?s our iniquities behind his back, ans 
throws them into. the bettom of the ſea, and blots out gur 
tranſpreſſion, ſo as to remember our iniquity no more. 

.. If we do not thus, every time we put up the petition 
to Gop, forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive them 
that treſpaſs againſt us, we do not pray, for mercy, but 
for judgment ; we inyoke his wrath, and Jo not put up 
a prayer, but a dreadfu] imprecation againſt ourſelves 
we pronounce the fentence of our. own condemnation, 
and-importune God not to forgive vs. f . 

_ Uſe 4+ If the mercy of Gov: be fo great, this my 
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comfort us againſt deſpair, Sinners are apt to be de” 
jeſted, when they conſider their unworthineſs, the na+ 
ture and number of their fins, and the many heavy ag- 
eravations of them ; they are apt to ſay, with Cain, that 
their fin 1s greater than can be forgiven, 
Jook only upon thy fins, but upon the mercies of God. 
Thou canſt not be too ſenſible of the evil of fin, and of 
the deſert of it 3 but whilft we aggravate our fins, we 
muſt not leflen the mercies of Gov, When we conk- 
der the multitude of -our fins, we muſt conſider alſo 
the multitude of GoD's tender mercies : we have been 
ereat finners, and Gop 1s of great mercy 3 we have myl]- 
tiplied our provecations, .and he multiplies to pardon, 

Do but thou put thyſelf in a capacity of mercy, by 
repenting of thy ſins, and forſaking of them, and thou 
haſt no reaſon to doubt but the mercy of Gop will re- 
ceive thee ; IF wwe confeſs our ſins, he is merciful and 
faithful to forgive them. If we had offended man, as 
we have done Gopy, we might deſpair of pardon ; but 
itis God, and not man, that we have to deal with : 
and bis wvays are not as our ways, nor his thoughts as our 
thoupbts ; Joe as the heavens are high above the earth, 
ſo are his ways above our ways, and bis thoughts above 
eur thoughts, | | 

We cannot be more injurious to Gon, than by hard 
thoughts of him, as if fury were in him, and, when we 
have provoked him, he were not to be appeaſed and re- 
conciled to us, We diſparage the goodneſs and truth of 
Gop, when we diſtruſt thaſe gracious declarations 
which he has made of his mercy and goodneſs ; if we 
o not think that he doth Heartily pity and compaſſio- 
late ſinners, and really defire their happineſs. Doth he 
tot condeſcend ſo low as to repreſent himſelf afflited 
fr the miſeries of men, and to rejoice at the converſion 
of a finner ? and ſhall not we believe that he is in good 
tarneſt ? Doth Cur1sT weep over impenitent finners, 
becauſe they vill not know the things of their peace ? and 
fanſt thou think he will not pardon thee, upon thy r2- 
pentance ? Is he grieved that men will undo themſelves, 
us will not be ſaved ? and canſt thou think that he is un- 

willing 
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260 The mercy of Gon. Ser. 147; 
_ willing to forgive ? We cannot honour and glorify Gop 
more, than by entertaining great thoughts of his mercy, 
As we .are ſaid to glorify Gop by our repentance, he. 
cauſe thereby we acknowledge Gop's holineſs and juf 
tice ; ſo we glorify. him by believing his mercy, becauſe 
we conceive a right opinion of his goodneſs and truth ; 
we ſet to our ſeal, that Gop is merciful and true ; Pal, 
exlyii, 1, it.is ſaid, that Gop takes pleaſure in then 
that hope in his mercy. As he delights in mercy, fo in 
our acknowledgments of it that ſinners ſhould conceive 
great hopes of it ; and believe him to be what he is, 
Provided thou doſt ſubmit. to the terms of Goy's mercy, 
thou haſt no reaſon to deſpair of it ; and he that thinks 
that his fins are more, ,or greater than the mercy 0 
God can pardon, muſt think that there may be more 

evil in the creature than there is goodneſs in Goo, 

Uſe 5, By way of caution againſt the preſumptuoug 
finner, If there be any that treſpaſs upon the goodneſg 
of Gop, and preſume to encourage themſelves in fin 
upon the hopes of his mercy ; let ſuch know, that Gon 

Is juſt as well as merciful, A god of all mercy is: 
idol, ſuch a god as men commonly ſet up in their owr 
Imagination ; but not the true Gop, whom tbe ſcrip 
tures deſcribe. To . ſuch -perſons the ſcripture deſcribe 
him after another manner 3 Nah. i. 2, Gon 7s jealout 
the LorD revengeth, and is furious ; the LORD vill tak 
wengeance on bis adverſaries, and reſerveth wrath for hi 
enemies, If any man abuſe the mercy of God, to th 
frengthenin of himſelf in his own wickedneſs, and bl 
bimfel in his heart, ſaying, T ſhall have peace, though 
evalk in the imagination of mine heart, and add drunien 
neſs to thirſt : the Log Þ will not ſpare him, but then tt 
. anger of the Los» and his jealouſy ſhall ſmoke againſt thi 
man, and all the curſes that are written in this book ſpa 
lye upon him, and the Lord will blot out bis name fri 
under heaven, Deut, xxix. Ig, 20, | 

Though it be the nature of Gop to be merciful, y! 
the exerciſe of his mercy is regulated by his wiſdom ; 
will not be merciful to thoſe that deſpiſe his mercy, | 
thoſe that abuſe it, to thoſe that are reſolves to go « 
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fore he that made them will not bawve mercy on then ; 
and be that formed them will ſhew them no favour, 
Mercy itſelf will rejoice in the ruin of thoſe that abuſe 
it, and it will aggravate their condemnation. There is 
no perſon towards whom Gop will be more ſeverely 
juſt, than towards ſuch. The juſtice of God exaſye. 
rated and ſet on by his injured and abuſed mercy, 
ave the keener edge, and 
be the ſharper for it's ſmoothneſs. Thoſe that have 
raade_ the mercy of Gop their enemy, muſt expe 
the worſt his juſtice can do unto them, ' 


4 


% 
"Hr "OY a 0 IF "i » "3% TC OOO % _—_—_—.. A 


- — 
[ k 
. -—__——____— 
—— - 


SERMON CXLVII. 


The patience of Gov. 


iii. / —_ P _ 


De 


2 PET. 1, "Kd 


The Lon®DÞ is not ſlack concerning his promiſe, (as 
fome men count ſlackneſs) but is long-ſuffering to us- 
ward, not willing that eny ſhould periſh, but that 
all ſhould come to repentance, © | 


N the beginning of this chapter the apoftle puts the 
Chriſtians, to whom he writes, in mind of the pre? 


diftions of the ancient prophets, and of the apoſtles of 
our Lozxp and Saviour, concerning the general judg- 
ment of the world, which by many (and, perhaps, by 
the apoſtles themſelves) had been thought to be very 
near, and that it would preſently follow the deftruftion 
| of . Jeruſalem ; but he tells them, that before that, 
there would ariſe a certain ſe&, or ſort of men, that 
would deride the expeRation. of a future judgment, de- 


ignngs 


%%z 


Ser. 
ſignt1 
large 
preſ 
conſe 
{coffe 


come 


e 


gener 
Ng, 

b fre 
ing k 
ſavin 
men « 
contin 
5, th 
ning, 
ration 

I, 

to be 
dition 
talked 
ſaid, . 
ef it, 

ed, as 
predic 
the gr 
credid. 
torant 
deing « 
ve all 
lands 


cncer 


Wuratic 
tad tc 


Vo1 


> - Ez 


© OA TIO A 197 VIE — AL AE AAA AAA I 


ber. 148: The patience of God. 263 
a ſigning, probably, the Carpocratians (a branch of that 


Kos preſly ſays, that they denied the reſurreCtion, - and, 
pet IF conſequently, A future judgment. Theſe St. Peter cally 
erely ſcoffers, ver. 3, 4. Knowing this firſt, that there ſhall 
iſpe- come in the laſÞ\ days ſcoffers, walking after their own 


"nd he word 18 £nrayſtaa, which ſignifies a declaration in 
fag general, whether it be by way of promiſe or threaten- 
xpe&t ing. What is become of that declaration of CygisT 
ſo frequently repeated in the goſpel, concerning his com- 
ing to judgment ? For ſince the fathers fell aſleep, or, 
ſaving that the fathers are fallen aſleep, except only that 
_— WF men die, and one generation ſucceeds another, all things 


5, the world continues fill as it was from the begin- 
ning, and there js no. ſign of any ſuch change and alte- 
ration as is foretold, To this he anſwers two things : 
1, That theſe ſcoffers, though they took themſelves 
to be wits, did betray great ignorance, both of the con- 
dition of the world, and of the nature of Gop. They 
talked very ignorantly concerning the world, when they 
laid, All things continued @s they were from the creation 
if it, when ſo remarkable a change had already happen- 
ed, as the deſtruction of it by water ;z and therefore the 


, (<5 Whrediction concerning the deſtruCtion of it by fire, before 
to us- if the great and terrible day of judgment, was no ways in- 
ut that WW credible, "And they ſhewed themſelves likewiſe very ig- 
torant of the,perfeRtion of the divine nature ; to which, 

. Whiting eternally the,ſame, a thouſand years, and one day, 

uts the We all one : and if God make good his word ſome thou- 
he pre* {Winds of years hence, it will make no ſenſible difference 
files of Weuncerning his eternal duration ; it being no matter when 
al judg-Wſi duration begins, which is never to have an end ; ver, 8. 
aps, DY Wl not 7gnorant of this one thing, that one day is with the 
be very log. as a thouſand years, and a thouſand years as one 
truftionWly, This, if ſeems, was a common ſaying among the 
e that, Ws, to fignify, that to the eternity of Gop, no finite 
n, thatWlration bears any proportion ; and therefore, with re- 
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jud to eternity, it is all one, whether it be a thouſand 
TR. =". years, 


large ſe&t of the 'Gnoſticks) of whom St. Auſtin ex- 


Icy, wi and ſaying, where is the promiſe of his coming @' 


continue as they were from the creation of the world ; that 
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264 The patience of Gon, Ser. 148, 
Years, or one day. The Pſalmift hath an expreſſion much 
to the ſame purpoſe, Pſal. xc. 4. For a thouſand years in 
thy fight are but as yefterday, when it 1s paſt, and as a 
watch in the night. And the Son of Sirach likewiſe, 
Eeclus. xviii. 10, As a drop of water to the ſca, and as a 
grain of ſand ts the ſea-ſhore, ſo are a thouſand years to 
che days of eternity, The ww expreſſion we meet with 
in heathen writers ; fo the gods no time 1s long, ſaith Py. 
thagoras : And Plutarch; rbe <vbole ſpace of @ man's life, 
ib the geds, is as nothing, And in his excellent diſcourſe 
of the ſlowneſs of the divine vengeance, (the very argy- 
ment St, Peter is here upon) he hath this paſſage, chat 
a thor:ſand, or ten thouſand years, are but as an indivif. 
ble point to an infinite duration, And therefore, when 
the judgment 1s to be eternal, the delay of it, though it 
were for a thouſand yeirs, is an objeCtion of no force, 
againſt either the certainty, or the terror of it ; for, to 
eternity, all time is equally ihort z and it matters not 
when the puniſhment of finners begins, if it ſhall never 
Have an end, | | 

2. But becauſe the diſtance derween the declaration 
of a future judgment, and the coming. of it, though it 
be nothing to Gon, yet it ſeemed long to thers : thcre- 
fore he gives ſuch an account of it, as doth not in the 
aſt impeach the truth and faithfulneſs of Gov, but is 
a clear argument and demonſtration of his goodneſs, 
Admitting whar ' they ſaid to be true, that Gop delays 
zudgment for a great while, yet this gives no ground to 
conclude that judgment will never be ; but it ſhews the 
great goodneſs of Gop to finners, that he gives them ſo 
long a ſpace of repentance, that io they may prevent the 
terror of that day, whenever it comes, and eſcape that 
dreadful ruin, which will certainly overtake, ſooner or 
later, all impenitent finners : 7he Lomy 7s nt flack con- 
cerning his promiſe ; that is, as to the declaration which 
he hath made of a future judgment, as fonze men count 
Packneſs ; that is, as if the delay of judgment were at 
argument it would never come. This is a falſe inference 
from the delay of puniſhment, and an il! interpretation 
of the goodneſs of Gob to finners, who bears long with 


themy 


_ 6..=- —_ — 


apoft] 
williy 
ta rep 
Fir 
Gop 
tion © 
ward, 
things 
I. } 
long-C 
IL, 
III, 
preat 
LY 
of Go 
The 
long, C 
teſtame 
which 
for our 


lienifie 


Py- 
ife, 
ure 
us 
that 
viſt » 
then 
ph it 
Ice, 
', tO 
s not 
never 


ration 
z38k it 
hcre- 
in the 
but 19 
zdneſs, 
delays 
ond to 
ws the 
hem io 
ent the 
pe that 
ONET OT 
ack con- 
1 which 
en count 
were al 
nference 
zretation 
ONE with 


themy 


DS Eby > ws nk 


l ; "PRIDE 
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them, and delays judgment, on purpoſe to give men time 
to repent, and, by repentance, to prevent their own e- 
ternal ruin; Gop rs not ſlack concerning his promiſe, as 
ſome men count ſlackneſs ; but is long-ſuffering to us-ward, 
not zoilling that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come 
to repentance. In the handling of theſe words, I ſhall do 
theſe three things : Goes 

Firſt, I ſhall confider the patience and long-ſuffering 
of Gov, as it is an attribute and perfeftion of the di- 
yine nature; Gop 1s long-ſufferiag to us-ward, 

Secondly, I ſhall ſhew, that the patience of Gon, 
and the delay of judgment, is no juſt ground why ſinners 
ſhould hope for impunity, as the ſcoffers, here foretold 
by the apoſtle, argued, that becauſe our Lorp delayeth 
his coming to judgment ſo long, therefore he would ne- 
yer come 3 Gop rs net ſlack concerning bis promiſe, as 
ſome men count ſlackngſs, 

Thirdly, I will confider the true reaſon of Gon's pa- 

tience and long-ſuffering towards mankind, which the 
apoſtle here gives 3 he zs forg-ſeffering to us-ward, not 
willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come 
ta repentance. 

Firſt, I will confider the patience and long-ſuffering of 
Gor towards mankind, as it is an attrihute and perfec- 
tion of the divine. nature 3 Gop ts /ong-ſuffering to us- 
wry. In the handling of this, I ſhall do theſe three 
things, | Ko 

I. I ſhall ſhew what is meant by the patience and 
long-ſuffering of Gov. - | 

IL, That this is a perfeCtion of the divine nature, 

ITI, I thall give ſome proof and demonſtration of the 
great patience and long-ſuifering of Gon to mankind, 


I, What is meant by the patience and long-ſuffering 


of God, 
The Hebrew word ſignifies, one that keeps his anger 
long, or that is long before he is angry. In the new 
teſtament it is ſometimes expreſſed by the word vom, 
which ſignifies God's forbearance, and patient. waiting 
for our repentance ; ſometimes by the word dyoxn,which 
fgnifies GoD's holding ” his wrath, and reſtraining 
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266 The patience of Gop. Ser. 148; 
himſelf from puhiſhing 3 and ſometimes by praupobuyula, 
which fignifies the extent of his patience, his long-ſuf- 
fering, and forbearing for a long time the puniſhment 
due to finners, : | 

So that the patience of God is his goodneſs to finners, 
in deferring or moderating the puniſhment due to'them 
for their fins ; the 6eferring of deferved pnniſhment in 
whole, -or in part, which, if it be extended to a long 
time, it is properly his long-ſuffering 3 and the mode- 
rating, as well as the deferring of the puniſhment due to 
fin, is an inftance likewiſe of Gop's patience ; and not 
only the deferring and moderating of temporal puniſh- 
ment, but the adjourning of the eternal milery of fin- 
ners, is a principal inſtance of Gop's patience z fo that 
the patience of Gop takes in all that ſpace of repentance 
which God affords to ſinners in this life ; nay, a!) tem- 
m_ judgments and affliftions whith befal finners in this 
ife, and are ſhort of cutting them off, and turning them 
into hell, are comprehended in the patience of Gop, 
Whenever God puniſheth, 7t 7s of his great mercy and 
patience that wve are not tonſumed, and becauſe bis com- 
paſſions fail not, 1 proceed to the 4 

1d Thing I propoſed, which was to ſhew, that pa- 
tience is a perfeCtion of the divine nature, 

It is not neceffarily due to us, but it is due to the 
perfection of the divine natwe, and effentially belongs t 
it. Its a principal branch of Gop*s goodneſs, which is 
the higheſt and moſt glorious perfeCtion of all other ; 
and therefore we always find it in ſcripture, in the com 
pany of Gop's milder and ſweeter attributes, Whe 
God would give the moſt perfe& deſcription of hin 
| and as he ſays to Moſes, make all his glory to paſs befor 


#5, he uſually does it by thoſe attributes which declare 


his goodneſs ; and patience is always one of them, Exod 
xxxiv, 6, The LorD paſſed by befere Moſes, and pro 
claimed, The LoxD, the Loxy Gop, merciful and gra 
cious, long-ſuffering, and abundant in goodneſs and truth 
Pſal, Ixxxvi. 15, But thou, O Lonp, 
of compaſſion, and gracious, long-ſuffering, 
in merty arid truth, Pal, cit, 3 
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gnd gracious, flow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. And 
the ſame you find, Pal. cxlv. 8. Jonah iv, 2, Joel 
lil, 13+ 

Exec BI , indeed, vou find,a ſeverer attribute added 
to theſe, as that be will by no means clear the guilty, 
Exod, xxxiv. 7. But it is always put in the laſt place ; 
ts declare to us, that Gop's goodneſs, and mercy, and 
patience are his firſt and primary perfeRions : and it is 
only when theſe fail, and have no effe& upon us, but 
are abuſed by us, to the encouragement of ourſelves in 
an impenitent courſe, that his juſtice takes place. 

Nay, even among men, it is eſteemed a perfeftion ta 
he able to forbear, and to reſtrain our anger ; paſſion is 
impotency and folly, but patience is power and wiſdom 
Prov. xiv. 29, He that is flow to wrath, is of great un- 
derſftanding ; but be that is haſty of ſpirit, exalteth folly ; 
Prov. xvi. 32. He that is ſlow to anger, is better than the 
mighty ; and be that ruleth his ſpirit, than he that taketh 
acity, Rom. xii. 21, Be not overcome of evil, but over = 
come evil qvith goed, To be impatient is to be over- 
core, but to forbear anger and revenge, is victory, Pa- 
tience is an argument of great power and command of 
ourſelves 3 and therefore Gop himſelf, who is the moſt 
powerful being, is ſlow to anger, and of infinite patience z 
and nothing doth more declare the power of God, than 
his patience ; that when he is provoked by ſuch vile 
and deſpicable creatures as we are, he can withhold his 
hand from deſtroying us, This is the argument which 
Moſes uſeth, Numb. xiv. 17, 18. that the power of Gop 
toth ſo eminently appear in his patience ; And now, I 
beſecch thee, let the powwer of my LORD be great, accord- 
Ing as thou haſt ſpoken, ſaying, the Lok D is gracious, and 
ling-ſuffering. And yet power, where it is not reſtrain- 
ed by wiſdom and' goodnels, is a great temptation to an- 
ſer 3 becauſe where there is power, there is ſomething 
to back. it, and make it goed. And therefore the Pfal- 
miſt doth recommend and ſet off the patience of Gopy, 
from the confideration of his power ; Pfal. vii, 1x, God 
/fironz, and patient 5 GoD is provoked every day ; Gop 
v frong, and therefore patient ; or, he is infinitely pa- 
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tient, notwithſtanding his almighty power to revenge to 1o 

the daily provocations of his creatures, i, peace 

Among men, anger and weakneſs commonly go toge. Wl {br 

ther ; but they are ill matched, as is excellently ob- IM the | 

ferved by the ſon of Sirach, Ecclus. x. 18. Pride vas not iW Cyr 

made for man, nor furious anger for him that is born of a phem 

woman, So that anger and impatience is every where Wl j7 7 
unreaſonable ; where there is power, impatience is be- Ey 

tow it, and a thing too mean for omnipoteney ; and him, 

where there wants power, anger is above it: it is too IM offere 

much for a weak and impotent creature to be angry, WW are t; 

Where there is power, anger is needleſs, and of no uſe ; MW rous R 

and where there is no power, it is-vain, and to no pur. WM the 4 

zoſe. So that patience is every where a perfection, WM him t 

both in Gop and man, I proceed to the as th 

ITId Thing I propofed, which was, to give fome proof W thoſe 

and demonſtration of the great patience and long-ſuffer. Wl tinyal 

ing of Gop to mankind. And this will evidently ap- WW argure 

pear, if we confider theſe two things : of he: 

1, How men deal with Gop. . | Eg ſuch 1 

| 2. How, notwithſtanding this, Gop deals with them, things 
|| 1. How men deal with Gop. Every day we highly W him, - 
[| offend and provoke him, we grieve and weary him with Whe wh 
ii our injquities, as the expreſſion is in the prophet, Iſa, Wfronts 
bl | xliii, 24. Thou haſt made me to ſerve with thy fins ; thou Wnaint: 
i! | haſt wearied me with thine imtquities, Every fin that we Whreath 
| | | cormmit is an affront to the divine majeſty, and a con- Meurſes, 
I" tempt of his authority : by denying ſnbmiffion to his Wthe py 
| laws, we queſtion his omnipreſence, and ſay, Doth Gov Wand ar; 
Kill fee ? and ts there -fraw: in the moſt Hiah ? Or if weM 2, 7 
Mil acknowledge his omnipreſence, and that he regards what Meonſide 
wil || we do, the provocation is ſtill the greater, becauſe then Wy, 
"alt we affront him to his face ; we dare his juſtice, and Mhot ty: 
"my challenge his omnipotency, and provoke the LozD to Wine be/ 
bit jealouſy, as if we were ſtronger than he. __ WWitient 

| (il; Is not God patient, when tbe whole qvorid ?:c5 1n hut a f 


rar an 
0 part! 
proVocg 


if it eoickedneſs, and the whole earth ts overſpread with 4:0. 
alt lence, and is full of the habitations of cruelty ? wheti he 
who is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, and is fo 


dl highly offended at the fins of men, hath yet tus pation 


© OS 
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nee to look upon thens that deal treacherouſly, and to hold bis 
peace ? when the wicked perſecutes and devours the man 
gee that is more righteous than he ? when even that part of 
obe WW the world, which profefſeth the name of Gop and 
; not I CrnisT, do, by their vile and abominable lives, /a/- 
of a IM pheme that boly and glorious name whereby they are cal- 
here Ml 1d ? | | 
 be= Every moment Gov hath greater injuries done to 
_ and Wl him, and more affronts put upon him, than were ever 
s too if offered to all the ſons of men : and, ſurely, provocations 
nery. WW are trials of patience, eſpecially when they are ſo nume- 
uſe ; Wl rous, and ſo heinous ; for if offences riſe according to 
 pur- Wl the dignity of the perſon injured, and the meanneſs of 
tion, Wl him that doth the injury, then no offences are ſo great 
as thoſe committed againſt Gop, no affronts like to 
proof Wl thoſe which are offered to the divine majeſty by the con- 
ufter- Wl tinual provocations of his creatures. And is not this an 
ly ap- W argument of God's patience, that the glorious majeſty 
of heaven ſhould bear ſuch multiplied indignities from 
| ſuch vile worms ? that he who is the former of all 
them. WW things, ſhould endure his own creatures to rebel againſt 
highly Whim, and the work of his hands to ftrike at him ? that 
n with Whe who is our great benefaQor ſhould put up ſuch af. 
t, Iia, MWfronts from thoſe who depend upon his bounty, and are 
3 thou Wnaintained at his charge ? that he, in whoſe hands our 
hat we Whbreath is, ſhould ſuffer men to breathe out oaths, and 
a con- Weurſes, and blaſphemies againſt him ? Surely theſe prove 


' 


to his Withe pitience of GoD to purpoſe, and are equally trials 


+Þ Gob Wand arguments of it. 


Ir if we WY] 2, The patience of Gop will farther appear, if we 


ds what 
ſe then 
ce, and 
ORD (0 


conſider how, notwithſtanding all this, Gop deals with 
s, He is patient to the whole world, in that he doth 
fot turn us out of being, and turn the wicked together 
lato bell, evith all the nations that forget Gop, He is 
atient to the greateſt part of mankind, in that he makes 
put a few terrible examples of his juſtice, that others may 
rar and fear, and take warning by them, He is patient 
0 particular perſons, in that, notwithſtanding our daily 
provocations, hg prevents vs daily with the bleſſing F 

als 


1 Fes in 
11th 4i0- 
when he 
and is {o 
Dat TNCe 
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his goodneſs, prolonging our lives, and vouchſafing ſo ma. "Bigg. 
ny favours to us, that by this great goodneſs, we may ty 
be led to repentance, | 
But the patience of Gop will more illuftriouſly ay. | 
Fear, if we. conſider theſe fellowing particulars, which MW !**<2ce 
are ſo many evidences and inftances of it. q (t-) 
I, That Gop 1s not obliged to ſpare and forbear vs s ng 

at all, It is patience, that he doth not ſurprize vs in 
the very aC&t of fin, and let fly at us with a thunder-bolt 
ſo ſoon as ever we have offended ; that the wrath of 
Gop doth not fall upon the intemperate perſon, as it 
did upon the Iſraelites, *ob:1f the meat and drink is yet 
in their mouths ; that a man is not ſtruck dead or mad 
whilſt he is telling a lie 3 that the ſoul of the profane 
and falſe {wearer does not expire with his oaths and per- 

uries. | 

: 2. That Gop ſpares us, when it is in his power fo . 
eafily to ruin us; when he can with one word com- il ©, 2%" 
mand us out of being, and, by cutting aſunder one little WW Pe. - 
thread, let us drop into hell, If Gop were diſpoſed to Wl (2.) E 
ſeverity, he could deal with us after another manner : WW 2** 15, 
and as the expreſiion is in the prophet, eaſe bimſelf of pes 
bis adverſaries, and be avenged of his enemzes. P 2Dout 

3. That Gop exerciſeth this patience to ſinners, fla- Pore 
grante bells, while they are up in arms againſt him, and Ws" 7" 8 
committing - hoſtilities upon him 3 he bears with us, 7% not 
even when -we are challenging his juſtice to puniſh vs, <nfior 
and provoking his power to deſtroy us. PLEnce 

' 4+ That he js ſo very flow and unwilling to puniſh, Wer « 
and to infli his judgments upon us. As for cternaW'"*?> tha 
puniſhments, Gop defers them a long while, and by al 2, 
proper ways and means endeavours to prevent them, an A angel 
to bring us to repentance. And as” for thoſe temporalſ®* left i 
Judgments which Gop inflicts upon finners, he carric poll wo 
himſelf ſo, that we may plainly ſee all the figns of un, "<2 Da 


meritor! 
he hat 
the drea 
this will 
us a ſpat 
to. him, 
poſtulate 
as if he 


are not « 


willingneſs that can be ; he tries to prevent them ; h lrael out 
is loth to ſer about this work 3; and when he does, it ig 
. with much relutance ; and then he is eaſily per poring h 
ſuaded and prevailed withal not to dy-it 5 and when by” 29>, 1 
| | ; | Bo doe Our wiſhes 


t takes 


_ 
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Joes, he does it not rigorouſly, and to extremity ; and 
he is ſoon, taken off, after he is engaged in it. All 
which are great inſtances and evidences of his wonderful 
patience to finners.,, , _  - EY AG | 
h © 1) Gon's unwillingneſs to puniſh, appears, in that 

he labours to prevent puniſhment 3 and that he may 
effeftually do this, he endeavqurs to preyent fin, the 


i meritorious cauſe of Gop's judgments, .To this end, 
; he hath threatened it with ſevere puniſhments, that 
0 


the dread of them may make vs afraid to offend ; and if 
this will not, do, he does not yet give us over, .but gives 
us a ſpace of repentance, and invites us earneſtly to turn 
to.him, and thereby to prevent his judgments ; -he ex - 
poſtulates with finners, and reaſons the caſe with them, 
25 if he were more concerned not to puniſh, than they 
are not to be puniſhed : and thus, by his earneſt deſire 
of our - repentance, he ſhews how little he defires our 
ruin, - - | HR e448 | 

| (z;) He is long before he goes about this work. Judg- 
ment is, in ſcripture, called his ftrange work z as if he 
were not acquainted with it; and hardly knew how tg 
about it on, the ſudden. He is reprefented as not 
prepared for ſuch a work, Deut. xxxii. 41. Tf 1 wwhet my 
eittering ſewerd: as if the inftruments of -puniſhment 


- vere not ready for us. Nay, by a ſtrange kind of con- 
\ 1: WM 'fcenfion to our capacities, and to ſet forth to us the 


patience of GoD, and his ſlowneſs to wrath, after the 
ni Mouoner of men, he is repreſented as keeping out of the 
way, that he may not be tempted to deſtroy us ; Exod, 


= Kxiti, 2, 3. Where he tells Moſes, that be would ſead 
Ty on angel before them z for T <vill not go up in the midſt of 
apor: thee, leſs I conſume thee 1n the way. * os 
rr. 3+ works of mercy he is very ready .and forward, 
'f un WY /b<n Daniel prayed for the deliverance of the people of 
1: h{Y""**! out of captivity, the angel tells him, that, at the 
'\ fM/ginning of bis ſupplication, the commandment came forth, 
- per b bring him a promiſe of their deliverance. The mercy 
rl df Gop, many times, prevents our prayers, and outruns 


tur wiſhes and deſires : but when he comes to affliction, 
takes time to do it 3 he paſſeth by many provocati- 


ons, 
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ons, and waits long in expeQation, that, by our re. 
pentance, we will prevent his judgments ; he hearlened 
and beard, (ſaith Gop in the prophet Jeremiah) But 
they ſpake not right : no man repented him of his wicked. 
neſs, ſaying, what hawe I done ? He is repreſented as 
waiting and liſtening, to hear if any penitent word would 
drop from them ; he gives the finner time to repent and 
| refle& -upon his ations, and to confider what he hath 
done, and ſpace to reaſon himſelf into repentance. For 
| this reaſon the judgments of Gop do often follow the 
' fins of men at a great diſtance, otherwiſe he could eafily 
make them mend their pace, and conſume us in a mo- 
. ment, 
- (3+) When he goes about this work, he does it with 
, much reluQtance : Hol. xi, 8. How fhall T give thee up, 
Epbraim ? bow ſhall T deliver thee, Tjrael ? mine heart is 
turned within me, and my repentings are kindled togetber, 
_ He is repreſented as making many eflays and offers be- 
fore he came to it : Pfal, cvi. 26, Many a time lifted he 
- up his. hand in the wilderneſs to deſtroy them, He made 
as if he would do it, and let fall his hand again, as if he 
. could not find in his heart to be ſo ſevere, Gop with- 
holds his judgments till he is weary of holding in, as the 
expreſſion is, Jer. vi. 11. till he can forbear no longer ; 
Jer. xliv. 22. Ss that the Lot D could no longer bear, be- 
cauſe of the evil of your doings, and becauſe of the abomi- 
nations wvhich ye have committed, | 
(4-) Gop is eaſily prevailed upon not to puniſh, 
When he ſeemed reſolved upon it, to deftroy the mur- 


muring Iſraelites, yet how often, at the interceſſion of 


Moſes, did he turn away his wrath ? That he will ac- 
cept of very low terms to ſpare a very wicked people 


appears by the inſtance of Sodom, where, if there had} 
been but ten righteous perſons, he would not have de- 


Nroyed them for the ten's ſake, Yea, when his trut! 
ſeemed to have been pawned, (at leaſt in the apprehen 
fion of his prophet) yet even then repentance took hi 


off, as in the caſe of Nineveh. Nay, how glad is he 


to be thus prevented ! with what joy. does he tell the 


prophet the news of Ahab's humiliation ! Seeft thou ” | 
| a 
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flhab humbleth himſelf ? becauſe he humbleth himſelf, IT 
bus Wl il! not bring the evil in bis days. | 
:.7. WM (5) When he puniſheth, he does it very ſeldom ri- 
1 a« {Meoroully, and to extremity, not ſo much as we deſerve z 
ouls WM Pal. cili, IO, He hath net dealt wwith us after our fins, 
wr rewarded us according to our iniquities, nor ſo much 
12th Ws be can. He doth not let looſe the fierceneſs of his 
For Monger, nor pour forth all his wrath, Pſal. Ixxviii, 38. 
the MSuing full of compaſſion, be forgave their iniquity, and 
afily lfiroyed them not ; yea, many a time turned be bis anger 
way, and did not ff up all his wvrath. 

"4 After he hath begun to puniſh, and is ingaged in 
with WI: work, he is not hard to be taken off, There is a 
- up famous inſtance of this, 2 Sam. xxiv, when Gov had 
rt i; Went three days peſtilence upon Ifrae!, for David's fin in 
ber, numbering the people, and, at the end of the third day, 
| be. Wthe angel of the LonD had ftretched forth his hand over 
4 be WY |crnſalem, to deſtroy it 3 upon the prayer of David, it 


nade M's faid, that tbe Lonp repented of the evil, and ſaid to 


if he M'”! 4ngel that deſiroyed, It is enough 3 flay now thine 
':.+ Milbard, Nay, fo ready is Gov to be taken off from this 
york, that he ſets a high value upon thoſe who ſtand 
n the gap to turn away his wrath 3 Numb. xxv. 11, 12, 


uf 3. Phinebas the ſon of Eleazar, the ſon of Aaron the 
Joni M's hath turned my worath away from the children of 


lrael (wwhile be wwas zealous for my ſake among them) 
that I conſumed not the children of Iſrael in my jealouſy. 
Vierefore ſay, Bold, T give unto him my covenant of 
ace, And be fball bave it, and his ſeed after him, even 


Wn of Iſrael. That which Gop values in this ation 
f Phinchas, next to his zeal for him, is, that be turned 


if Iſrael, 


- hind 5- And laſtly, The patience of Gop will yet appear 
| is hell" farther advantage, if we conſider ſome eminent 
11 thefW&'% remarkable inſtances of it ; which are ſo-much the 


ono re conſiderable, becauſe they are inſtances not only of 
Co's patience extended to a long time, but to a great 
many 


be covenant of an everlaſting prieſthood ; becauſe be wwas 
realous for bis Gon, and made @n atonement for the chil- - 


way bis wrath, and made an atonement for the children - 
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ſently fall ro make new pods ; they had not the patience 
of forty days, and yet Gop' bore their manners forty 
years, Gov had: ſpared Nineveh for ſome ages ; and 
when his patience was even expired, and he ſcems to 
have paſt a final ſentence upon it, yet he grants a re- 
prieve for forty days, that they might ſue out their par- 
don in that time ; and they did ſo; they turncd from 
their evil <vays, and God turned from the evil be ſaid te 
evould ds them, and be did it not. — 

But-the moſt remarkable inſtance of Gop*s long-ſut- 
fering is to the Jews, if we conſider it with all the cir- 
cumftances of it ; after they had reje&ed the Son of 
God, notwithſtanding the purity of his doEtrine, and 
the power of his miracles ; after they had unjuſtly con- 


_ demned. and cruelly murdered the Lon D of life, yet the 
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Ser 'S 
many perſons. The long-ſuffering of GoDp waited, in W /ced 1s 
the days of Noah; upon the whole'world, as'is probably WM /pring « 
conjeEtured, for the ſpace of an hundred and twenty WW chap. v 

| years.  Gop bore with the people of Ifrael in the wil. {W- country 
derneſs, after they had tempted him teh times, for the MW know 7 
ſpace of* forty years-; Adts xiii. 18. And about the time WM t2 ange 
of forty. years ſuffered be their manners in the wilderneſs, Ml to this 
And this inſtance” of Gopy's patience will be the more MW left Ge 
remarkable, if we compare it with the great impatience W good: (1 
of that people; if they did but want fleſh or wa- I ha 
ter, they were out of patience with Gop : when Moſes WM to, viz. 
was in the mount with Gop but forty"days, they pre- WI to man 


d ] 


The Lon 


count 
patience of GoDd' reſpited the ruin of ghat people forty ovillir 
years. A t0 repe 
Befides all 'theſe, there are many inſtances of Gov's | 
| patience to. particular perſons : but it were endleſs to Hav, 
enumerate theſe ; every one of us may be an inſtance toffy ling, 
ourſelves of Gop's long-ſuffering. | Firſt, 
I ſhall only add, as a farther advantage to ſet off theWCop, a 

| Patience' of Gop to finners, 'that his forbearance 1s loWtature ; 
great, that he hath been complained of for it by bis Secon' 
own ſervants. Job, who was ſo' patient a man himſelt,the dela 
thought much at it ; Job xxi. 7,8. Wherefore do the wic-ſhould þ 
hed live, become old, yea, are migity in power ? Theirhi progu 
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ſeed is gfablifhed in their fight with them, and their off- 


ſpring before their eyes, Jonah challengeth Gow for it, 
ty WM chap. iv. Was not this my ſaying, when I was yet in mv 
il. W. comntry? and therefore: I fled before unto Tarſhiſh ; for | 
the WM know that thou art a gracious Gor, and merciful,- | 


"me Wl 12 arger, &c. Jonah had obſerved Gov to be ſo prone 
os, MI fo this, that he was loth to be ſent upon his meſſage, 
ve Wl 1ſt Gop ſhould diſcredit his prophet, in not being ſo 
nce MW good (hall I fay) fo ſevere as his word, | 
Os I have done with the firſt thing I propoſed to ſpeak 
os WM fo, viz. The great patience and long-ſuſſering of Gov 
Ire to mankind, | 


ty W — | — | 
and , Ws Ee : j - * MT ” me OTE : w- PI. 1} 
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2 PET. FI. 9. 

con-WM Th: Lond is not ſlack concerning his promiſe, (as ſome men 

t the count flackneſs) but is long-ſuffering to 'zs-ward, not 

forty willing that. any ſhould periſo, but that all [hould come . 


to repentance, : 
want | 
z0D $ ! TOS > | F 'F: 
fs t0 Have made entrance into theſe words ; in the hands FF 


nce t0 ling of which, I propoſed to do theſe three things. 
; Firſt, to conſider the patience and long-ſuffering of lis 
f theW Cop, as it is an attribute and perfeCtion of the divine Il}! 
l 
v 


tature; Gov 7s long- ſuffering to us-ward, 

Secondly, to ſhew, that the patiencs- of Gop, and 
the delay of his judgment, is no juſt gro-vnd why finners is 
thould hope for impunity ; God 7s x ' ſlack concerning 11 
bi: proguſe, as ſome men count ſlackneſs f 3 | 


Your VI, Ad Thirdly 
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Thirdly, to confider the true reaſon of Gop?®s pati- 
Rf and long-ſuffering towards mankind ; He 7s long. 
uffering to us-ward ; not willing that any ſhould periſh, 
| i that all ſhould cre 'to 4 Faw i ave ok 
ſpoken to the | 

Firſt of theſe, namely, the patience and lony-ſuffer. 
ing of Goy, as it is an attribute and perfe@ion of the 
divine nature, I proceed now to the 

Second thing I propoſed, namely, to ſhew, that the 
patience of Gop, and the delay of judgment, is no 
juſt ground why ſinners ſhould hope for impunity ; 
God ts not ſlack concerning his promiſe, as ſome men 
count flackneſs ; that is, as the ſcoffers, here mentioned 
by the apoſtle, did ignorantly and maliciouſly reaſon, 
that becauſe our Loxy delayed his coming to judg- 
ment ſo long, therefore he would never come. 

There was, indeed, ſome pretence for this objeQion, 
becauſe the Chriſtians did generally apprehend that the 
day of judgment was very near, and that it would im- 
mediately- follow the deſtrution of Jeruſalem ; and it 
ſeems, the diſciples themſelves were of that perſuaſion 
before our SAviouk's death 3 when our SAv1our 
diſcourfing to them of the deftruftion of the terople, 
they put theſe two,queſtions to him, Matt, xxiv. 4. Ard 
as ke ſat upon the mount of Olives, the diſciples came unta 
bim privately, ſazing, Tell us when ſhall theſe things be? 
" end what /hall be the fign of thy. coming, and of the en 
of the <vorld ? When ſhall theſe things be? that is, the 
things he had been ſpeaking of immediately before, viz, 


the deſtrution of Jeruſalem, and the diffolution of the 


temple; that is plainly the meaning of the firſt queſti 
on ; to which they ſubjoined another, And wwbat pal 


be the fign of thy coming ? that is, to judgment, and'/ 


the end ef the world? which, in all probability, wa 
added to che former, becauſe they ſuppoſed that the one 
was preſently to follow the other, and therefore the 
ſame anſwer would ſerve them both ; and it appears b 
eur SAviouRr's anſwer, that he was not concerned t« 
xeQiify them in this miſtake, which (might be of goo! 
v1: to them, both to make them more zealous to pro 
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pagate the goſpel, ſince there was like to be ſo little 
time for it ; and likewiſe to wean their affeftions from 
Y this world, which they thought to be ſo near an end, 
te One thing, indeed, our Saviour ſays, which (had 
7 IN they not been prepoſleſſed with another opinion) does ſuf 
ficiently intimate, that there might be a conſiderable 
he © {pace of time betwixt the deſtruCtion of Jeruſalem and 
the day of judgment ; and this we find only in St. Luke, 
he BN <bap- xi. 24. where, ſpeaking of the miſeries and cala- 
mities that ſhould come upon. the Jews,. he ſays, They 
ſhall fall by the edge of the ſeword, and be carried into 
captivity anto all nations 5 and Jeruſalem ſhall be trodden 
gs MW 9921 of the Gentiles, until the time of the Gentiles be 
fulfilled. So that here were a great many events fore- 


'" Y told, betwixt the deftruQion of Jeruſalem and the end 
5" if of the world, the accompliſhment whereof might take 
on Wl vp 2 great deal of time, as appears by the event of 


things 3 Jeruſalem being at this day fill trodden down + 
by the Gentiles, and the Jews (till continuing diſperſed 
| :+ WI over the world ; but the diſciples, it ſeems, did not 
much mind this, being carried away with aprejudicate 


_ conceit, that the end of the world would happen before 
ie WW the end of that age ; in, which they were much con- 
Ts firmed by what our Savious, after his rcſurreRion, 


Rid of St. John, upon occaſion of Peter's queſtion con- 
eerning him ; John xxi. 21, 22, LorD, what fall 
this man do ? JESUs "a unta bim, if I will that be 
tarry till I come, wuhbat is that to thee ? Upon which 
words of our SAviouRr concerning him, St, Fohn him- 
ſelf added, ver. 23. Then went this ſaying abroad a- 
mong the brethren, that that diſciple ſbould not die ; that 
is, that he ſhould live till the coming of our Loxro, 
and then be taken up with him into heaven ; from all 
which they probably (as they thought) concluded, that 
the day of judgment weuld happen before the end of 
that age, whilft St, John was alive : but St, John, who 
yrit laſt of all the evangeliſts (as Evſebius tells us) and 
lived till after the deſtruftion of Jeruſalem, as he ac- 
qvaints ys with this miſtake, which was current among 
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he Chriſtians, ſo-he takes care to reQify it, telling us, 
that Jesvs ſaid nor, ' be ſhould net die; but if I wvill that 
be tarry till T come, what ts that to thee P He tells ys, 
that our Saviour did not affirm that he ſhould not 
die ; but- to repreſs St. Petet's curiofity, he ſays, 
If it <vere- my pleaſure that he ſhould not die at 
e!l, but liv: till I rom? to judgment, what 1s that 
#2 thee? And St, Peter likewiſe (or whoever was the an- 
thor of this ſecond epiſtle, or at leaſt 6f this third chay. 
ter, which ſeems to be a new epiſtle by itſelf) takes no. 
tice of this miſtake, about the nearneſs of the day of 
Judgment, as that which gave oecaſion to theſe ſcoffers 
to deride the expeCtation of a future judgment among 
the Chriſtians, becauſe they had been already deceived 
about the time of it, and this the ſcoffers twitted them 
with in that queſtion, Where is the protniſe of his coming ? 
'Therefcre the learned Gtfotius conjectures very probably, 
that this laſt epiſtle (contained in the third chapter) waz 
written after the deſtruftion. of Jeruſalem, which was 
the time fixed for ChHr1sT's coming to judgment, and 
therefore there could be no ground for this ſcoff, till af. 
' 'ker that time, St. Peter, indeed, did not live ſo long; 
and therefore Grotius thinks that this epiſtle was writ 
by Simeon, or Simon, who was ſueceffor of St. James 
In the biſhoprick of Jerufalem, and lived to the time of 
Trajan. FR. | 
I have been the longer in giving an account of this, 
that we might underſtand where the ground and force 
of this ſcoff lay; namely in this, that becauſe the 
Chriſtians had generally been” very confident, that the 
coming of Cyr1sT to Judgment would be preſently af- 
ter the deſtruftion of Jeruſalem, and were now found 
to be deceived in that, therefore there was no regard to 
be had at all to their-expeRation of a future judgment ; 


becauſe they might be deceived in that, as well as in the 


other, 

But herein they argued very falſly, becauſe our Sa- 
VIoOUR had poſitively and peremptorily foretold his com- 
ing to judgment, but had never fixed and determined the 
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time of it : nay, ſo far was he from that, that he-had 
plainly told his diſciples that the preciſe time of the day 
of judgment Gop had reſerved as a ſecret to himſelf, 
which he had not imparted to any, no, not to the angels 
in heaven, nor to the Son himſelf 3 Mark ili, 32, 33+ | 
But of that day and heur knoweth no man, no, not the an- 


heed, wwatch.and pray ; for ye know not when the time ts, 
$0 that if they preſumed to make any conjeCures about 
the time when the day of judgment would be, they did 
it without any warrant from the Lok D : it was great pre- 
ſumption in them to determine the time of it, when our 
SAVIOUR had ſoexpreſly told them that the Father had 
reſerved this as a ſecret, which he had never communi- 
cated to any ; and therefore if they were miſtaken about 
it, it was no wonder, But their miſtake in this, was 
no prejudice to the truth of our Saviouk's clear pre- 
dition of a future judgment, without any determination 
of the time of it, for that might be at ſome thouſand of 
years diſtance, and yet be certain for all that; and the 
delay of it was no fign of the uncertainty of our Sa- 
viouR*s prediction concerning it, but only of God's 
great patience and long-ſuffering to ſinners, in expeQa- 
tion of their repentance 3 God 1s not ſlack concerning his 
promiſe, as ſome men count ſlackneſs, but is long-ſuffering ta 
z5-rard, And this brings me to the 
Third and laſt particular in the text, namely, the true 
reaſon of GoDy's patience and long-ſuftering to mankind 
be is long - ſuffering to us-ward, not willing that any fhould 
periſh, but that all ſhould come to repentance, And for 
this St, Peter cites St, Paul, ver. 15th of this chapter 
4nd account that the long- ſuffering of the Lord 1s jal- 
vation ;. that is, that the great end and deſign of Govy's 
goodneſs and long-iuffering to finners, is, that they may 
repent and be ſaved: Account that the lorg- ſuffering of our 
LogD 1s ſalvation, even as our beloved brother Paul alſo, 
according to the ww1iſdom given unto bim, hatheoritten un- 
to you, Now the words are not expreſly found in St, 
Paul's writings : but the ſenſe and efte& of them is, viz. 
in Rom, ii, 4 Deſpiſeſt thou the riches of bis geodreſs, 
"A833 and 


= = - 


280 The patients of Gon. Ser. 145, I %r. 
'and forbearance, and long-ſuffering, not knowing that :he Ml dit w 
goodneſs of Gop leadeth thee to repentance F Gov hath MW long-fi 
a very gracious and merciful deſign in his patience to As | 
finners : he is good, that he may make us ſo, and that ners in 
bis goodneſs may lead us to repentance, He defers puniſh- W patienc 
ment on-purpoſe, that he.may give men time to bethink: MW and for 
themſelves, and to return to a better mind : be 4ini; Ml termin 
at the fins of men, that rhey may repent, ſays the ſon Wl life is t 
of Sirach, The patience of GoD aims at the cure and MW his juſt 
recovery of thoſe who are not deſperately and reſolutely MW puniſhr 
wicked, | - fried t] 
This is the primary end and intention of Gop's pa- W ways cc 
tience to ſinners; and if he fail of this end, through ovr Ml greeabl 
hardneſs and impenitency, he hath other ends, which W goodne 
he will infallibly attain : he will hereby glorify the riches MW patiene 
of his mercy, and vindicate the righteouſneſs of his MW to be . 
jzuftice : the damned in hell ſhall acknowledge, that the W his kol 
patience of God was great mercy and goodneſs to them, WM ned. _ 
though they abuſed it 3 for Gopd does not loſe the glory And: 
of his patience, though we loſe the benefit of it, and MW to Lot” 
he will make it ſubſervient to his juſtice one way or MW the fab 
other. Thoſe great offenders whom he ſpares, atter MW Ananias 
there are no hopes of their amendment, he, many times, MW which 
makes uſe of, as inſtruments for the puniſhing of others, MW and to 


. as rods of his wrath, for the diſcipline of the 2vorld ; and anſwer, 


he often reſerves thoſe who are incorrigibly bad for a rather x 
more remarkable ruin. But, however, they are re- be ſever 
ſerved to the judgment of the great day ; and if, aſter that the 
Gov hath exerciſed much patience towards finners in and not 
this world, he inflifts puniſhment on them in the next, 19M hath ex 
muſt be acknowledged to be moſt juſt 3 for what can 1g whom : 
do leſs, than to condemn thoſe who would not be ſaved i Herod, 
and to make them miſerable who ſo obſtinately rctuteaſ inſtance! 
to be happy ? | ed, was 
Before I come to apply this diſcourſe concerning th gious ar 
patience and long-ſuffering of Gop to ſinners, I muſt 12 Lot's w 
move an objeftion or two: Preſs anc 
| I. The ſeverity of Gov to ſome ſinners in this li ing care 
aid to all impenitent ſinners in the next, ſeems to cont i T 
” i £ithered 
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it what hath been ſaid concerning Qod's. patience and 
Wabtrma... oC, Y 

As for the ſeverity of Gon towards impenitent fin- 


patience of Gop z becauſe the very nature of patience, 
and forbearance, and long-ſuffering, does ſuppoſe a de- 
terminate tire, and that they will not laft always: this 
life is the day of Gop*s patience, and in the._next world 
his juſtice and'ſeverity will take place : and therefore the 
puniſhment of finners in another world, after Gop hath: 


pa- {Wl ways contrary to his patience and goodheſs, arid very a- 
our Wl greeable to His wiſdom and Juſtice ; for it is no part of 
ich MW goodneſs, te fee itſelf perpetually abuſed 3 it is not 
hes MW patience, but ſtupidity and' inſenſibleneſs, to endure 
his MW to be always trampled upon, and to bear to have 
the W his koly and juſt laws for ever deſpiſed and contem- 
em, Wl ned. LS 

lory And as for his ſeverity to ſome ſinners in this life ; as 
and MW to Lot's wife, to the Ifraelite that gathered ſticks on 
! or Wl the fabbath-day, to Nadab and Abihu, to Uzzah, to 
after Ml Ananias and Sapphira, and to Herod Aprippa ; in all 
mes, WM which inftances Gop ſeems to have made quick work, 
1ers, Ml and to have executed judgment ſpeedily : to theſe I 
and Wl anſwer, That this ſeverity of Gop to ſome few, doth 
or ail rather naagnify his patience to the reſt of mankind; he may 
- re-*fff be ſevere to ſome few, for example and warning to many, 
aſter} that they may learn to make better uſe of his patience, 
in{W and not to treſpaſs ſo boldly upon it ; and perhaps, he 
hath exerciſed much patience already towards thoſe to 
whom at laſt he is <> ſevere ; as is plain in the cafe of 
Herod, and it may well be ſuppoſed in moſt 'of the other 
inſtances ; or elſe the fin-ſo ſuddenly and ſeverely puniſh- 
ed, was very heinous and preſumptuous, of a conta- 
tous and ſpreading nature, and of dangerous example. 
Lot's wife finned moſt preſumptuouſly againſt an ex- 
preſs and an eaſy .command, and whilt Gop was tak- 


; life ing care of her deliverance in avery extraordinary man=- 
ontra fl ltr. That of Nadab' and Abihu, and: of the man that 


P % 
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pithered Ricks -on the fabbath-day, werg onar'y 
| tep 


ners in the next life, this doth not at all contradi&t the 
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fried them in this, and expeCted their repentance, is no 
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after the giving of the law, in which caſe great ſeyerity 
is necefſary ; and that of Ananias and Sapphira, at the 
firſt publiſhing of the Goſpel, that the majeſty of the 
- divine Spirit, and the authority of the firſt publiſhers of 
it, might not be contemned :; That of Uzzal: was upon 
the return of the ark of Govy from among the Phili. 
ſtines, that the people might not loſe their reverence for 
it, after it had been taken captive, So that the neceſ- 
ſary ſeverities to a few, in compariſon of thoſe many 
that are warned by them, are rather arguments of Goy's 
patience, than objeftions againſt it, BR. 

IT. It is objefted, That if Gop do not defire the ruin 

of ſinners, but their repentance, whence comes it to paſs 
| that all are not brought to repentance ? for who hath 
refiſted his will? To this I anſwer, 

I. That there is no doubt but Gap is able to do this, 
He can, if. he pleaſeth, cenquer and reclaim the mot 
obſtinate ſpirits ; he is able out of ones to raiſe up chil. 

' dren unto Abraham, And ſometimes he exerts his om- 
nipotence herein, as in the converſion of St, Paul, ina 
kind of violent and irreſiſtible manner : but he hath no 
where declared that he will do this to all ; and we {ce 
plainly, in experience, that he does not do it, 

2. God may very well be ſaid, not te be willing that 
any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to repentance, 
whe he does, on his part, what is ſufficient to that 
end ; and upon this ground the ſcripture every where 
repreſents Gop as deſiring the repentance of ſinners, 
and their obedience to his laws : Deut. v. 29, O tha 
there wwere ſuch an heart in them, that they would fear 
me, and keep all my commandments always, that it 
mg be Tell with them ! So Jer, xiii, 279, O Fer 
fſalem, wilt thou not be made clean ? when jhall it 

ence be? If, v. 3, 4. we find Gop there ſolemnly 

_ appealing to the people of Iſrael, whether there had been 
any thing wanting on his part that was fit to be done; 


And now, O inhabitants of Jereſelem, and men of Fuaah, 
my vineyard; what could 


judge, Tpray you, betwixt me an 


ave been done more to my wineyard, that T bave not Gu 
te it ? wherefore, when T looked that it ſhuuld bring } 4 
/ | ; 8'* g 
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rapes, brought it forth wild grapes? GoD may juſtly © 
+, for the fruits of 'repentance and obedience frod; 


thoſe to whom he affords a ſufficiency of means to that 
of Wen. And if fo, then, 


on 3. The true reaſon-why men do hot repent, but pe- 
li- rſh, is becauſe they are obſtinate, and will not repent * 
Y and this account the ſcripture every where gives of the 
a 


impenitency of men, and the ruin conſequent upon it, 
ny Wl Plal, lxxxi. 13. O that my people had hearkened unto me, 
and Iſrael had walked in my ways ! But my people would 
yt hearken to my. woite, and Iſrael would none of me, 
Ezek, xxxiii, 11. Yby will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael ? 
Prov. i. 29, 40, 31. That they bated knowledge, and did 
ah WW, chuſe the fear of the Lord. They <would none of my 
cunſel 5 they deſpiſed all my reproof. Therefore they ſhall 


ay of the fruit of their owwn ways, and be filled with their 
_ own devices, The ruin of finners doth not proceed from 
*!- Wihe counſel of Gop, but from their own choice. And 
"M" Who likewiſe our Saviour every where chargeth the 
bs on and deftruRion of the Jews upon their own wilful 
©. Wodftinacy, 

le WY The inferentes from this diſcourſe, concerning the 
1b {ptience and long-ſuffering of Gop towards mankind, 

| all be theſe three, . | | | 
ys I, To ftir us up to a thankful acknowledgment of 
hes the great patience of Gop towards us, notwithſtanding 
ere, Or manifold and heinous provocations, We may every 
1.2: We"* of us take to ourſelves thoſe words, Lam, iti. 22, It 


þ: ef the Lox D's mercy that wwe are net conſumed, becauſe 
vs compaſſions fail not, They are renewed every morning. 
Whenever we fin, (and wwe proweke Gop every 099) it is 
if his patience that wwe are not deſtroyed : and when we 
n again, this is a new and greater mſtance of Gop's 
atience, 'The mercies of Gop's patience are no more 
0 be numbered than our fins : we may ſay with David, 
How preat 1s the ſum of them ! The goodneſs of Gop in 
/Wfaring us, is, in ſome reſpeCt, greater than his goodneſs 
* done creating us ; becauſe. he had no provocation not to 
uxe us, but we provoke him daily to deſtroy. us, 
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IT 
, I. Let vs propound the patience of Gov for a pat. ? 
rn to ourſelves, Plutarch ſays, That God ſers forth them 
Himſelf in the midſt of the wvorld for our imitation, ard patience | 
propounds to us the example of his patience, to teach us nat meyers 


bo revenge injuries haſtily upon one another, pe ; i, 
III. -Let us comply with the defign of Gon's patience Sy Th 


and long-ſuffering towards us, which is ts bring us t re- 
pentance, Men are very apt to abuſe it to a quite con- 
trary purpoſe, to the encouraging themſelves in their « 


hays 5 W 
hear no | 


wil ways. So Solomon obſerves, Ecclef. viii, 11, Be.” _ 
Cauſe ſentence againſt an evil work is not executed ſpecdily Ml. n ny. 
| therefore the beart of the ſons of men is fully ſet in them Me 
do evil: But this is very falſe reaſoning ; for the pati - ewfge 


ence of God is an enerny to fin, as well as his juſtice 


and the deſign of it is not to countenance fin, but ti; the 


convert the ſinner : Rom. ii. 4, Deſpiſeſs thou the riche .n Wu 
of his goodneſs, and forbearance, and long-ſuffering ? n "8 efore y 
' knowing that the goodneſs of GaD leadeth thee to repen 1m a 

tance ?. Patience in Gop ſhould produce repentance it ven '9 


us; and we ſhould look. upon it as an opportunity givet 


us by Gop to repent and be ſaved ; 2 Pet. 1ii. 15. Ac Fexpoet 
count that the long-ſuffering of God is ſalvation, The Mp wa 
that do not improve the patience of God to their owif , wa 
ſalvation, miſtake the true meaning and intent of ii. as Ys 
' But many are ſo far from making this uſe of it, th. SY 
they preſume upon it, and fin with more courage a of on i 
confidence becauſe of it : but that we may be ſenſibW My is 
of the danger of this, I will offer theſe two or thre Kok bon 


conſiderations, 

1, That nothing is more provoking to Gop, th: 
the abuſe of his patience. Gap's patience waits for 0 
repentance ; and all long attendance, even of inferio 
upon their ſuperiors, hath ſomething in it that is grit 


3, Conf 
te our r4 
Us time c 
rds us ; 


vous : how much more grievous and proyoking muſt WW. hy 
be to the great Gop, after he hath Jaid out upon us WM. & - c 
the riches of his goodneſs and long- ſuffering, to ha "Io ” 
that deſpiſed ? after his patience hath waited a long ds Fi" re p 


upon us, not only to be thruſt away with contempt, b 
to have that which ſhould be an argument to us to lea 
our fins, abuſed into an encouragement to contin 

| then 
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tem? Gop takes an account of all'the* days of his 
patience and forbearance ; Luke xiii. 7. Behold, thefe 
bree years T come ſeeking fruit on this fig-tree, and find 
ne; cut it down 5 wwhy cumbereth it the ground ? 
2. Confider that the patience of Gop will have an 
nd, Theugh Gov ſuffers long, he will not ſuffer al- 
tays 3 we may provoke God ſo long, till he can for- 
kar no longer, without injury and diſhonour to his wiſ- 
bm, and juſtice, and holineſs ; and Gop will not ſuffer 
ne attribute to wrong the reſt : his wiſdom will deter- 
hine the length of his patience 3 and when his pati- 
nce'is to no purpoſe, when there is no hopes of our a- 
mnendrhent, his wiſdom will then put a period to it 5 
en the patience of his mercy will determine © How 
fien would 1- have gathered you, and you would not ? 
lierefore your beufe is left unts you deſolate, And the pa- 
lence of GoÞd's judgments will then determine 5 Wy. 
bould they be ſmitten any more ? they will revalt more 
xd more, Yea, patience itſelf, after a long and fruit- 
3 expeQtation, will expire. A ſinner may continue ſo 
ing impenitent, till the patience of Gop, as I may ſay, 
rov's impenitent, and then our ruin will make haſte, 
and deſtruCtion will come upon us in a moment, If men 
ill not eome to repentance, the day of the Lot» will 
me as @ thief in the. night, as it follows in the next 
rſe after the text-* the judgment cf GoD will fudden- 
ſurprize thoſe who will not be gaincd by his pa- 
= 
3, Confider that nothing will more haſten and aggra- 
te our ruin, than the abuſe of Gopy's patience, AlF 
us time of Gop's' patience, his wrath is coming to- 
ards us 3 and the more we preſume upon us/; Luke 
U, q5. The wicked ſervant, who ſaid his Loxp de- 
ed his coming, and fell to rioting and drunkenneſs, 
it SAVIOUR tells us, that the Lord of that ſervand 
ul come in a day when be looks not for him. 
And” it will aggravate: our ruin ; the longer puniſh=- 
t is a coming, the heavier it will be : thoſe things 
uch are Jong in preparation, are terrible in execution 7 
Ws weight of Goo's wrath. will make amends for the 
| ſlowneſs 
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flowneſs of it ; and the delay of judgment will be fully To « 
recompenſed. in the dreadfulnefs of it when it comes, and C01 

Let all thoſe conſider this, who go on in their ſins, Ml «d up01 
and are deaf to the voice of Gon's patience, which forty, | 
calls upon them every moment-of their lives. There M membe 
is a day of vengeance a- coming upon thoſe who trifle gave 01 
away this day of Goy's patience 3 nothing will ſoonerW a fickn: 
and . more inflame the wrath-and- diſpleaſure of Gon what vu! 
againft us, than his abuſed patience, and the deſpiſelM fering o 
riches of his goodneſs, As oil, though it be ſoft and world, 
ſmooth, yet, when it is once inflamed, burns moſt by bene! 
fiercely ; ſo the patience of Gop, when it is abuſed Mis not w 
turns / into fuxy 3 and his mildeſt attributes into the nor by t 
greateſt ſeverities, . & rate, an 

And if the patience of Gop do not bring us tafifſſy: Go 
repentance, it will but prepare us for a more intoleWMn?! ack 
rable ruin ; after Gop hath: kept a long indignation» ro / 
In his breaſt, it will, at length, break. forth with tha 2t a// 
_ greater violence. 'The patience of Gop encreaſeth hi 
judgments by an incredible kind of proportion ; Lev 
xxvi. 18, And if you will fill (ſays Gon to the people 
of Iſrael) walk contrary to me, and will nat be reformet 
by all theſe things, I will yet puniſh you ſeven times more 
And ver. 28, 1 will bring ſeven times more plagues uf! 
you, according to, your fins. ' At firſt God's juſtice ac 
cuſeth finners ; but, after a Jong time of patience, hi 
mercy comes in againſt us, and, inſtead of ſtaying hi 
hand, adds weight to his bloves ; Rom. ix. 22. hat ! 
Gov, willing to ſhew his "wrath, and make his pow: 
known, endured with much long-ſuffering the we/ſe!s 0 
wwrath fitted for deflirufion ? They upon whom the pa 
tience of Gop hath no good effect, are weſſzls of 4wratt 
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prepared and fitted for defiruftion. If ever GoD dull lies 
play his wrath, and make his anger known, he will - ounds 3 
it in the moſt ſevere mnnner upon thoſe who hayſ®® wilt 
deſpiſed and abuſed his patience ; for theſe, in a mo! lmen, e 
uliar manner, do treaſure up for themſelves vra - to th 
againſt the day of worath, and the revelation of ff" 0! 
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ully WM To conclude : let us all take a review of our lives, 
; and conſider how long the patience of God hath wait- 
ins, Ml £d upon vs, .and horne with us; with ſome, twenty, 
hich Ml forty, perhaps.ſixty. years, and .longer. . Do we not re- 
here member how Gop ſpared us in ſuch a danger, when we 
rifle gave our ſelves for loſt ? and how he recovercd us in ſuch 
onerMl a fickneſs, when the phyſician gave us up for gone ? And 
what uſe have we made of this patience and long-ſuf- 
fering of God towards us ? It is. the worſt temper in the 
world, not to be melted by kindneſs, not to be obliged 
by benefits, not to be tamed by the gentle uſage, He that 
5 not wrought upon, neither by the patience of his mercy, 
nor by the patience of his judgmeats, his caſe is deſpe- 
rate, and paſt remedy, Confider this, all ye that for- 
et Gop, leſt. his patience turn into fury ; for God is 
wt ſlack, as ſome men count fackneſs ; but long- ſuffer 
ing to ſinners, not willing that any ſhould periſh, but 
trat all ſhould come to repentance, 
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Becauſe ſentence a#aimfi an evil awork is not executed pee 
ily, therefore the beart of the fors of men 1s fully jet 
in them to do evil, - 


OTHING is more evident, thay, that the world 
lies in wickednetis, and that iniquity every where 
tounds ; and yet nothing is more certain, than that 
a» wilt not acquit the guilty, and Iet fin go unpuniſhed, 
ll men, excepting thoſe who have offered notorious vio- 
ce to the light of their own minds, an have put the 
ndle of the LorD, which is inthem, under a buikel, 
believe that there is a God in the world, to whoſe 
ly nature and vill fin 1s perfeftly contrary, who 
Vet, VA, B b leves 
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toves righteouſneſs and hates ini uity, that, bs eyes are 
upon the ways of man, and he py: all bis goings ; that 
there 1s no darkneſs, nor ſhadoww of death, where the 
workers of iniquity may bide themſelves, All men, ex. 
cept thoſe whoſe confciences are ſeared, as it were, with 


| an hot jron, and convinced of the difference of good and 


ev!l, and that it is not all one whether men ſerve Gop 
or ſerve him not, do well, or live wickedly, Every man, 
from his inward ſenſe and experience, is ſatisfied of his 
own liberty, and that Gop Jays upon men no neceſlity 
of ſinning, but that whenever we do amiſs, it is our own 


| aCt, and we chuſe to do ſo; and ſo far is he from giving 


the leaſt countenance to fin, that he hath given 
all imaginable diſcouragement to it, by the moſt ſevere 
and terrible threatnings, ſuch as one would think ſuf. 
ficient to deter men for ever from it, and to drive it out 
of the world 3 and to make his threatnings the more 
awful and effeCtual, his providence hath not been want. 
ing to give remarkable inſtances of his juſtice and eve. 
rity upon notorious offencers, even in this life ; and yet, 
for all this, men do, and will finz nay, they are zea- 
louſly fet and bent upon it, 

Now here is the wonder z what it is that gives fin. 
ners ſuch heart, and makes them ſo reſolute and un- 
daunted in ſo dangerous a courſe. Solomon gives us tius 
fccount of it ; becauſe the puniſhments and judgments 
of Gop follow the fins of men ſo ſlowly, and are long 
before they overtake the finner. Becauſe ſentence 
epainſs an evil <wvork ts not executed ſpeedily, there- 
Fore the hearts of the ſens of men are fully ſet in th 
to do evil, | 

'The ſcope of the wiſe man's &viſconrſe is this ; that 
by reaſon of Gop*'s forbearance and long-ſuffering to- 
wards finners in this life, it is not ſo eaſy to diſcern the 
difference ketween them and other-men ;. this life is tae 
day of Govy's patience, but the next will be a day of 
retribution and recompence. Now becauſe Gop doth 
defer and moderate the puniſhment of ſinners in this 
world, and reſerye the weight of his judgments to the 

| | | | a next 5 
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next ; becauſe, through the long-ſuffering of Gov, many 
ereat ſinners live and die without any remarkable teſti- 
mony of Goy's wrath and diſpleaſure againff them, 
therefore the hearts of the children of men are fully ſet 
in them to do evil, Eon 20H 
_ If we render the text word for word from the original, 
it runs thus ; Becauſe nothing 1s done as @ r:compence to 
an evil work, therefore the hearts of the ſons of men 
are full in them to do evil ; that is, becauſe men are 
not oppoſed, and contradiCfted in their ways, becauſe 
divine juſtice doth not preſently check and controul 
finners, becauſe ſentence is not immediately paſt upon 
them, and judgment executed, therefore the heart of 
the ſons of men is full in them to do evil; that is, 
therefore men grow bold and preſumptuous in fin; for 
the Hebrew word which we render, 2s fully ſet in them, 
we find Efth. vii. 5, where Ahaſuerus ſays concerning 
Haman, Who is he? and where is he that durſ? fpre- 
ſume in his beart to do ſo, whoſe beart vas full ta 
dh ſo, Fervet in iis cor filiorum heminum; ſo ſome 
render it, the hearts of men boil with wickedneſs, are 
{o full of it, that it works over, Men are relolute in 
in evil courſe, their hearts are ſtrengthened and 
hardened in them to do evil, ſo others tranſlate the 
words, The tranſlation of the LXX is very emphatical, 
m\npopoen In xagiica, the heart of the ſons of men is fully 
perſuaded and aſſured to do evil, All theſe tranſlations 
agree in the main ſcope and ſenſe, viz. That finners are 
very apt to preſume upon the long-ſuffering of Gop, 
and to abuſe it, to the hardening and encouraging of 
themſelves in their evil ways. In the handling of this, 
I ſhall | | 

Firſt, briefly ) PI that it is ſo. | 

Secondly, whence this comes to paſs, and upon what 
ſeoremens and colours of reaſon, men encourage theme 
elves un fin, from the patience of Goo, 


Bb2 Thirdly, 
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| Thirdly, I ſhall endeavour to anſwer an objection Ser. 1 
about this matter, " Wl and bec 
Firſt, that men are very apt to abuſe the long-ſuffer- IM their fi 

ing of Gop, to the encouraging and hardening of them- Seco! 
ſelves in an evil courſe, the experience of the world, iz MW what pt 
all ages, does give abundant teſtimony, Thus it was WM felves 1! 
with the old world, wwhen the long-ſuffering GoD waited IM there is 
z7n the lays of Noah, wwh:le he was preparing an ark, fir WM and inc 
the ſpace of an bundred and twenty years, 1 Pet. iii, 26, Ml from th 
For the wickedneſs of man, which was great upon the Wl whoſe : 
earth, a general deluge was threatened ; but Gop was IM threater 
patient, and delayed his, judgment a great while : here- firſt pat 
upon they grew ſecure in their impenitency, and went IM threatni 
on in their courſe, as if they had no apprehenſion of MW All thei 
danger, no fear of the judgment threatened, So our MW firous « 
Saviour tells us, Matth. xxiv. 438, 29, As inthe MW is from 
days that were before the flood, they wwere eating and Ml long. ſuf 
drinking, marrying axd giving in marriage, unti) the W this cor 
day that Noah entered into the ark, and knew not until th: WM man fait 
flod came, and tk them all awwvay, And ſo it was with i zst exec 
Sodom, Luke xvii. 28, And likewiſe alſo as it was in Ml mer is f 
3he days of Lot, they eat, they drank, they bought, they M infinuat: 
fold, they planted, they built, And ſo, our SAvious tells WM men wit 
us, it will be in the end of the world ; Even thus /ha!! Wa prope 

zt be in the day when the ſen of man is revealed. <0 courle ; 
likewiſe the 'apoftle St. Paul, Rom. ii. 4, 5. Deſpi/-} Mother, d 
thou the riches of his goodneſs, and forbearance, and long-f to harde 
ſuffering, not knowing that the goodneſs of GoD leadeth MR from it 
thee to repentance © But, after thy hardneſs and impenitent Wyround « 
beart, treaſureſt up to thyſelf wrath againſt the day of Mthing in 
vrath, and the revelation of the righteous judgment of FW ment, w 
Gor. The goodneſs and long-ſuffering of Gop, which MWecourſe, 1 
ought in all-reaſon to ijead men to repentance, 1s toll And | 
many at occaſion of greater hardneſs and impenitency.Whalſe con 
So alſo St. Peter foretels, 2 Pet. iii. 3. that tn the laſtly of 
days there ſhould come ſcoffers, who ſhuuld wvalk after thor Fallacy « 
ewn hearts luſts, ſaying, where is the promiſe of his com- beads + | 
zrg ? And we ſee, in daily experience, that the greatciWthoſe wh 
part of *ſinners grow more obſtinate and confirmed inWlrequent, 
their wicked ways, upon account of Gop's patienc*, W I, Thi 
DE. TL anc Meal, whi, 
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and becauſe he delays the puniſhment due to them for 
their fins. Let vs conider, in the 

Second place, whence this comes to paſs, and upon 
what pretence and colour of reaſon men encourage them- 
ſelves in fin, from the long-ſuffering of Gov. And 
there is no doubt but tliis proceeds from our ignorance 
and inconfiderateneſs, and from an evil heart of unbelief, 
from the temptation and ſuggeſtion of the devil, one of 
whoſe great arts it is, to make men queſtion the 
threatenings of GoD, and to infinuate, as he did to our 
firſt parents, eithtr that he hath not denounced ſuch 
threatnings, or that he will not gxetute them fo ſeverely. 
All theſe cauſes do toncur to the producing this mon=- 
frous effet ; but that which. I deſign to inquire into, 
is from what pretence of reaſon, grounded upon the 
long- ſuffering of Gop, ſinners argue themſelves into 
this confidence and preſumption; For when the wiſe 
man faith, that becauſe ſentence againſt an evil work is 
w6t executed ſpeedily, therefore the beart of the ſons of 
men is fully ſet in them ts do evil, he Qoes hot intend to 
infinuate, that Govy's long-ſuffering fills the hearts of 
men with wicked detigns and reſolutions, and does, by 
a proper and dire& efficacy, harden finners in their 
courſe 3; but that wicked men, upon ſome account. or 
other, do take occaſion, from the long- ſuffering of Gov, 
to harden themſelvas in fin; they draw falſe concluſions 
from it to impoſe upon themſelves, 25 it it were really a 
ground of encouragetnent ; they think they ſee fome- 
thing in the forbearance of Good, and }iis delay of puniſh- 
ment, which makes them hope for impunity in an evil 
courſe, notwithſtanding the threatenings of Gop, 

And therefore I ſhall endeavour ro fhew, what thoſe 
lalſe concluſions are, which wicked men draw from the 
t:lay of puniſhrhent, and to diſcover the ſophiſtry and 
fallacy of them : and I ſhall rank them under two 


beads 3 thoſe which are more groſs and atheiſtical, and 


thoſe which are not ſo grois, but yet more common and 
Irequent, | 

I. Thoſe concluſions which are more groſs and atheiſti. 
tl, which bad men draw to the hardening and ea- 
ÞB 3 60vuraging 
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couraging of themſelves in fin, from the delay of puniſh. 
ment, (which we, who believe a Gop, call the patience 
' or long-ſuffering of GoDy) are theſe three ; either thit 
there is no Gon ; or if there be, that there is no pro. 
vidence ; or that there is no difference between gool 
and evil, | he Ve 
I ſhall ſpeak more briefly of theſe, becauſe I hope 
there are but few in the world of ſuch irregular and be- 
ſotted underſtandings, as to make ſuch inferences as theſe 
from the delay of puniſhment, OO ne 
1ſt, From hence ſome would fain conclude, that there 
is no'Gop. That ſome are ſo abſurd as to reaſon in th 
manner, ' the ſcripture tells us, Pfal. xiv. 1, The ful 
Bath ſaid in his heart, there is no God : they are corrift, 
and have done abominable qauoris, Now the argument 
that theſe men frame to themſelves, is this; Gop doth 
not take a ſpeedy courſe with ſinners, and revenge him- 
ſelf immediately upon the workers of iniquity, theretore 
' there is no Gop ; for if there were, he wouid ſhew him 
ſelf and not bear the affronts of ſinners, when it is ſoealy 
for him to vindicate himſelf by a ſwift and ſpeedy ven- 
geance, Thus the poet repreſents the atheiſt arguing 
Nelts efJe deos, inans _calum, affrmat Selius,” probatque, 
gued fe faftum, aum negat hoc, wide? beatum. Seu 
affirms, there ere no gods, and that heawen is an eni/y 
place, and proves it, becauſe whilſt he denies Gov, te 
fees himſelf m a wery happy and fprojperous Cote 
dition. | | | 
And here jt is worthy our notice, at what a contra- 
eictious rate theſe men reaſon. Firſt, they would have 
no Gov, left he ſhould be juft, and puniſh them 2s they 
deſerved ; and then, in another mood, they would have 
him to be nothing but juſtice and feverity, left there 
ſhould be a Gon ; as if no other notion could be fram- 
ed of the divine nature, but of a raſh fury, and impe- 
tuous revenge, and an impotent paſſion, which when it 
js offended and-proveked, cannot contain itſelf, and tor- 
bear puniſhment for a moment., Juſtice is not ſuch a 
perfection as doth neceffarily exclude wiſdom, and goud- 
pel?, and patience ;-it doth in no wile contradit the 
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ſh. WF perfeCtion of the divine nature to bear with ſinners, in 
nee expectation of their repentance and amendment 3. or it 
hai Gon foreſees their final impenitency, to refpit their 
r0-M puniſhment to the moſt fit and vonvenient ſeaſon, GoD 
ood may ſuffer long, and yet be reſolved, if finners perſiſt in l 

the abuſe of his goodneſs and patience, to execute ven- FIVE 
ore pance upon them in due time, It is a pitiful ground 11418 
be-WM of atheiſm, that becauſe Gop is ſo much better than \ 
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ele wicked men deſerve, they will not allow him to be . il 
at all, | bg i; 

here 26ly, Others infer from the delay of puniſhment, that 14! i 
t5M there is no providence that adminiſters the affairs of the 31 
fo! world, and regards the good and bad aQtions of men. [ 13% 
{8 For though the being of Gop be acknowledged, yet if ii} | 
nent he do not regard what 1s done here below, nor concern Th! i 
' 


doth WW himſelf in human affairs, ſinners are as ſafe and free I | 


21m-f to do what they pleaſe, as if there were no God ;z; and Ii! 
etore Wl upon this ground, the ſcripture tells us, many encou- | if 
him r:ge themſelves in their wickedneſs; Plaſ, Ixiv. 5. Hil 
 ealv i They encourage themſelves in an evil matter, they commune 11) 
ven-Wof laying ſnares privily ; they ſay, Who ſpall ſee them ® | 

12 {MW And more expreſly, Pſal. xciv. 4, 5, 6, 7, How long 


940; pal they utter and ſpeak hard things, and all the wwor- 
S141 9 ters of 1n1quity boaſt themſelves £ They break in pieces thy | 
en:p'y WM p::ple, O LonD, and affiie? thine heritage, They ſlay 
>, bei the 07dow and the ftranger, and murder the fatherleſs, 
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cor-W Tet they ſay, The LorD ſhall not ſer, neither ſhall the {|| 
Gop of Facob regard it. And if this were fo, well might il 
ner2-Mithey encourage themſelves, If it were true which Epi- [| | 
have Weurus ſaith, That Gov rakes no knowledge of the actions j | 1 
; U*7 WMof men, that be is far removed from us ; and contented [1418 
i haveMe;cþ himſelf, and not at all concerned in whut we do; if F | j 
thereWthis were true, the inference which Lucretius makes 418 ; 
fram- vere very juſt ; Quare religio pedibus ſubjefte wict fſim || 
impe-Weoterrtur 53 Men might trample religion under their feet, * : | 
hen IU ine 207thout any regard to the laws of 1t, | "81 
> 10r-WF But let us fee how they infer this from the long-ſuf- ; ; 
{uct 1Wring of God, that he neglects the affairs of the world, i ' 
g00d-Mhid hath no conſideration of the actions of men, becauſe 2M k | 
&t the Miey Cee the ungodly to proſper in the word, _— | | | 
per-M Rp wit i 
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with others that are ſtritly devout and virtuc us, yea,many 
times, to be in a more proſperous and flouriſhing condition 
ebeyare not in trouble like other men, neither are they plagued 
like other men, So that if there be a Gov, it ſeems (ſay 
they) that he connives at the crimes of men, and /oojs 
on upon them that deal treacherouſly, and bolds his peace, 
*obilſt the wicked devoureth the man that is more righs 
teous than himſelf ; as the prophet exprefleth it, 
Hab. 1, 13. TO | 

For anſwer to this, I ſhall only give this reaſonable 
and credible account of the long-ſuffering of Gop, and 
the impunity of wicked men in this life, which not on- 
Iy the ſcripture gives us, but the heathen were able to 
give from the light of nature, and is agreeable to the 
common ſenſe of mankind ; namely, that this life is a 
fate of probation and trial, wherein Gop ſuffers men t5 
wvalk in their own ways without any viſible check and 
reſtraint, and does not uſually inflict preſent and re- 
markable puniſhments upon them for their evil deeds ; 
becauſe this being a tate of trial of the diſpoſitions and 
manners of men, is rather the proper ſeaſon of patience; 
than of puniſhments and rewards; and therefore it is 
very reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that God reſerves ſinners 
for a ſolemn and publick trial at the great afſizes of the 
world; when he will openly vindicate the honour of his 
juſtice upon the deſpiſers of his patience and long-ſuffer- 
ing, when he will make hrs judgment to break forth at 
the light, and bis righteouſneſs as the noon-day, In 
the mean time the providence of Gop, when he ſecs it 
fit, gives ſore remarkable inſtances of his juſtice upon 
oreat and notorious offenders in this life, as a pledge and 


earneſt of a future judgment z and thefe ſometimes more 


general, as in the deſtruftion of the old world by an 
univerſal deluge, when he ſaw the wickedneſs of men 
ro be great upon the earth, And ſuch was that terrl- 
ble vengeance which was poured down upon Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and the cities about them ;3 which, as St. 
Jude tells vs, are fer forth for an example, ſufferin 
the wergeance of eternal fire, that is, of a perpetual 
888rufon by fire,” 
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ber. 150+ The long-ſuffering of Gov. 295 
;dly, Another groſs and atheiſtical inference, which 
men are apt to make from the delay of puniſhment, is, 
that there is no ſuch difference of good and evil as is 
pretended ; becauſe they do not ſee the good and bad 
:Hions of men differenced in their rewards, becauſe di- 
vine Jufiics doth not preſently manifeſt itfelf 3 and every 
tranſgr fon and diſubedience goth not immediately re- 
wive a juſs recompence of reward, therefore they cannot 
believe, that the difference between good and evil is ſo 
great and evident. 

For anſwer to this : Not'to inſiſt upon the difference 
which the providence of Gop ſometimes makes between 
them in this life, I appeal to the conſciences of men, 
whether they do not ſecretely and inwardly acknowledge 
a clear difference between good and evil, Are not the 
worſt of men apt to conceive better hopes of ſucceſg, 
when they are about a juyit and honeſt undertaking, than 
when they are engaged in a wicked deſign ? Do not bad 
men feel a ſecret ſhame and horror, when no eyes ſees 
them, and the wickedneſs they are about to commit 
doth not fa]l under the cognizance and cenſure of any 
human court or tribunal ? have 'they not many checks 
and rebukes in their own ſpirits, much diſturbance and 
confuſion of mind, when they are enterprifing a wicked | 
hing ? And does not this plainly argue, that they are 
guilty to themſelves that they are about ſomething 
which they ought not to do ? | 

It is very true, that moſt men are more ſenfible of the 
wvilofan ation, when they feel the ill effects and conſe- 
quences of it, and ſuffer the puniſhment that is due to 
it : but yet the ſenſe of good and evil is ſo deeply im- 
reſt upon human nature, that I think no man, remain- 
Ing a man, can guite deface and blot out the difference 
ff good and evil, So that if men will but attend to 
the natural diftates and ſuggeſtions of their own 
minds, they cannot poſſibly infer, from the delay of 
paiſhment, that there is no difference of good and 
VI 

But becauſe thoſe who argue thus are but few, in 
compariſon, there being not many in the world arrived 
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296 The long-ſuffering of Gov. Ser. 150; 
to that degree of blindneſs, and height of impiety, as to 
diſbelieve a Gor, and a providence ; and I think none 


have attained to that perfe&t conqueſt of conſcience, az jligatior 
to have loſt all ſenſe of good and evil ; therefore 1 ſhall 1 ro 
nd bitte! 


rather inſiſt, | 

- 11, Vpon thoſe kind of reaſonings which are more or: 
dinary and common among bad men, and whereby they 
cheat themſelves into everlaſting perdition ; and they are 
ſuch as theſe : 

1. Becauſe ſentence againſt an evil work is not 


erpetual 
ef miſch 
reteſt Þ 
eme anc 


Ipecdily executed, therefore fin is not ſo great aw jd all th 
evil. he circur, 
_ Therefore God is not ſo highly offended a: & imagin 
voked by it, Or, wy = (2,) W 
| 3+ Gop is not ſo ſevere in his own nature, as he ii, wiſe 
commonly repreſented, _ | ; e puniſh 
| 4+. Therefore the puniſhment of fin is not ſo certain kieed It f 
Or, however, | uniſhme! 
$5. It is at a diſtance, and may be prevented ting” the 
enough, by a future repentance, in our old age, or a: does Ir 
the hour of death ; by ſome ſuch filſe reaſonings as theſe" bi 
Which men think may probably be colle&ed from tha. 
patience and long-ſuffering of Gor, they harden an Nis evide 
encourage themſelves in an evil courſe, den it, 
' I. Becauſe the puniſtiment of fin is deferred, thereM' threat 
fore they conclude it is not ſo great an evil; they do no at; © 
feel the ill effeQs of it at preſent ; all things go wel due to 
and proſperouſly with them, no leſs than with thol pace up 
who are ſo ftrict and tonſcientious ; and therefore thei”? 2 
hope there is no ſuch great evil in fin, as melancho! all leff 
people are apt to fancy to themſelyes, For anſwer tf”? of 
this, | WD, wt 
(1.) Conſider ſeriouſly what fin is, and then thou wil ſo Vet 
ſee reaſon enough to call it a great evil. To fin again! 00 will 
Go D; is to contemn the greateſt authority in the wor: All 1 
to contradit the greateſt holineſs and purity, to abu.” viole: 
- the greateſt goodneſs, and to provoke almighty juſtice * © 
. take vengeance upon thee, and to make thee as miler; hel, do 
ble as thou art capable of being, To fin againſt Go! ſe holy 
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eto be diſobedient to thy ſovereign, and unthankful to 
hy beſt benefaCtor, and to aft contrary to the greateſt 
pbligations, againſt thy beſt reaſon and trueſt intereſt; 


pf I o difoblige thy Kindeſt friend, and to gratify thy worſt 
"Wi bittereſt enemy ; it is to diſorder thyſelf, to create 
_ diſquiet to thy own mind, and to do the grea- 


& miſchief poſſible to thyſelf ; to deprive thyſelf of the 
reateſt happineſs, and to draw down upon thyſelf ex- 
eme and eternal miſery, And what do we call a great 
xl, if this be not, which contains in it all the kinds, 
nd all the aggravations of evil that can be, and hath all 
he circumſtances of uglineſs and deformity in it that can 
ke imagined ? | 

(2.) Whatever fin be in itſelf, yet from hence we can 
no wiſe conclude, that it is not a great evil, becauſe 
epuniſhment of it is deferred for a while ; from hence 
deed it follows, that God is very good in deferring the 
uniſhment which is due to thee for thy ſins, but by no 
jeans that fin is not very evil, The reprieve of a tral- 
ir does indeed argue the goodneſs and clemency of the 
tiace, but doth not at all abate of the heinouſneſs of 
ecrime for which he is ſentenced, The great evil of 
is evident, becauſe the holy and juſt Gop hath for- 
den it, and declared his hatred and deteſtation of it, 
d threatned it with moſt ſevere and direful puniſh- 
ent; but that Gopy reſpites the puniſhment which 
due to fin, and does not immediately take ven- 
ance upon finners, but affosds them a ſpace, and 
zans, and opportunity of repentance : this doth not: 
all lefſen the evil of fin, but is rather an aggra- 
ton of it ; that we ſhould offend and provoke that 
0D, who is ſo patient and Jong-ſuffering towards 
; ſo very loth to bring thoſe evils upon us, which 
00 will not acquit the guilty, and let fin go unpuniſh=- 
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—Y All men, excepting thoſe who. have offered noto- 
\ abufÞ'= violence to the light of their own minds, and have 


tthe candle of the LonrD, which is in them, under a 
hel, do believe that there is a Gov in the world, to 
ule holy nature and will fin is perfe@tly contrary, <vho 

| | upon 


iſtzce t 
maſert 
} Gol 


— 
- 


Maaſai n=" —g5> ——engny =. 


Co een BE AN EAA I ID TIES mea romgy IT TRDS oy —_ _ am _ NG ” 
— "eo — 


© RS ITO 
F oO 
—_ 


—"P=47 CT EEE ne RA 


— - — 


=— > Dion 


- _ ” _— RT _ nn 
—— aA” A. Aa WO HO == ICS 


EO 


S Se RC TI en 


+ 


— 


Dr Rn 
=y £ RS 
9 ARS. S 


Rr nmmmamoncs 
I 
\ 
j a 
my — _ 
ma 


= 
*-e 
” 


298 The long-ſuffering of Gop. Ser. 1c: 
we are'ſo raſh and forward to: pull down upon our. 
ſelves. | *@ wy 

2. If Gop doth not immediately puniſh fin upon the 
commiſſion of it, and inſtantly let fly at the finner, thi 
they would conſtrue to be a ſign that he is not ſo highly 
offended and provoked by it ; if he were, he would mani 
feſt his diſpleaſure againſt it, by the ſudden and violent 


ber... I 
ror, hac 
could co 
ture ſays 
true alſc 
world, t. 
entered 1 


Gop ha 


effuſions of his wrath, For anfwer to this, I deſire the But> 3 
two things may be conſider'd s, g when fin 
(1,) That Gop himſelf in his word, every where GoD's 1 
plainly declares to us his great diſpleaſure againſt fn fin ſhool, 
Pſal. v. 4, 5. Thou art not & Gon that hath þ/:2ſun his own 
in wickedneſs, neither ſhall evil dwell with thee, 71 MWfews, th 
fooliſh ſhall not fland in thy feght 3 thou bateſt «ll thy But, ( 
evorkers of iniquity. Thou art not a Gov that baf fure agat 
pleaſure in wickedneſs, The words afe a priwr:;, and It, and y 
leſs 1s ſpoken than is meant and intended, viz. That Goy fer the p! 
is fo far from taking oleaſure in the fins of men, t!:2t haliip'"* oth 
15 highly diſpleaſed at them, and bears an impiacable ta®** of 
tred again them, | ; he attrib 
And do not the terrible threatnings of GoÞ» againf {1 onfiſtenc 
declare him to be highly offended ar it ? When he tays ridute of 
that he will come in flaming fire, to render vengearcWme fuc 
fo all them that know not the foſpel of his Son ; and lade his © 
that they all be puniſhed wwith everlaſting deſtriic*ion 1d the ri 
from the preſence F1 the Lorry, and frm the gry oft ner 
his power, Can we think that all the threatnings off'"* out c 
God's word, and all thoſe direful curſes wkich are writ©, ma: 
ten in his book, ſhall return empty, without doing any ulte oth 
execution ? thou that now flattereſt thyſelf in vain anc tion, a 
groundleſs hopes, that none of thefe evils ſhall com ericCtion 
upon thee, when thou comeſt to ſtand before the great ereforc 
ſudge of the world, and to behold the killing frowns 0! ſeat heed 
his countenance, and to hear thoſe bitter words of eter rteCtion 
nal diſpleaſure from the mouth of Gov himſe)t, Depart 30. that 
ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared for the dev!) tribute | 
.,and his angels; thou wilt then believe that Gov F-2ce and 
heartily angry and offended with thee for thy fins. Wa” anger, 
Hall find 1n that day, that the threatenings of Go?' th not p 
word, which we now hear ſo ſecurely, and without ter -_p < 
ror . 


ber. 150.” The long-ſuffering of GaD. 299 
zor, had a full fignification 3 or rather, that no words 
could convey to us the terror of them, What the ſcrip- 
1 Wl ture ſays of the happineſs and glory of the next life, is 
1M troe alſo of the miſery and puniſhments of the other 
"Wl world, that.eye bath nor ſeen, nor ear heard, neither have 


- entered into the beart of man, thoſe terrible things which 
1-0 00D hath reſerwed for the workers of iniquity, 
}.cM But, above all, the direful ſufferings of the Son of Goy, 


when fin was but imputed to him, are a demonſtration of. 
Gov's implacable hatred of fin ; for that rather than 
fn ſhoold go unpuniſhed, Gon was' pleaſed to ſubje&t 
his own Son to the ſufferings due to it : this plainly 
ſhews, that he hated fin as much as he loved his own Son. 

But, (2dly,) Gop may conceive a very great diſplea- 
fure again fin, and be highly incenſed and provoked by 
it, and yet ſuſpend the effeQts of his diſpleaſure, and de- 
fer the puniſhment of it for a great while ; and to ima- 
vine otherwiſe, argues a groſs miftake of the na- 
ure of Gor,  arifing from our not conſidering 
he attributes and perfeCtions of Gon in conjunCtion and 
onfiftency with one another. When we conſider one at- 
ribute of God fingly, and ſeparate it from the reſt, and 
me fach wide and large apprehenſions of it, as to ex- 
lade his other perfetions, we have a falſe notion of Gor; 
1d the reaſon of this miſtake 1s, becauſe, among men, 
-r; eminent degree of any one excellency doth commonly. 
15 oP -"t out others.;z becauſe in our narrow and finite na- 
writ Wore, many perfeftions cannot ſtand together ; but it is 
\o anfWvi'e otherwiſe in the divine nature, In infinite per- 
in arde<<10n, all perfeQtions do meet and' confift together ; on 
erfeCtion doth not hinder and exclude another, and 
erefore In our conceptions of Gop, we are to take 
eat heed that we do not raiſe any one attribute or 
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Soak rfeftion of GoD upon the ruin of -the reſt, 
Nepart) S0- that it is a falſe imagination of Goy, when we ſo 
» deriMtribute juſtice or anger to him, as to exclude his pa- 
30» iF-2ce and long-ſuffering:; for Gon is not impotent in 
 Wels anger, as we are ; every thing that provokes him, 
> 00'F'b not preſently put him out of patience, ſo that he 
ut terſÞenot contain his wrath, and forbear immediately to re- 
rr Y 0D. VIII, Cc | _ venge 


4oo The long-ſuffering of Gop. Set. x £0, 
venge himſelf upon ſinners. In this ſenſe God fays of 
himſelf, Iſa. xxvii, 4. Fury is not in me, There is 
riothing of a raſh and ungoverned paſſion in the wiſe and 
juſt Gop, Every fin indeed kindles his anger, and pre. 
vokes his diſpleaſure againſt us, and by our repeated and 
continued offences, we {fill add fuel to his wrath ; but it 
doth not of neceſſity inſtantly break forth like a con 
ſuming fire, and a devouring flame, The holy and righ. 
teous nature of Gon makes him neceſſarily offended and 
diſpleaſed with the fins of men : but as to the manifeſta.. 
tion of his wrath, and the effe&s of _his anger, his wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs do regulate and determine the proper 
time and circumſtances of puniſhment, h 

3. From the patienceof Gov, and the delay of puniſh- 
ment, men are apt to-conclude, that God is not ſo ſe- 
vere in his nature as he is commonly repreſented, It is 
true, he hath declared his diſpleaſure againft fin, and 
. threatned it with dreadful puniſhment ; which he may 
Eo, in great wiſdom, to keep the worle in, awe and or- 
d*r: but great things are likewiſe ſpoken of his mercy, and 
of the woncerful deltght he takes in theexerciſe of his mor- 
&y: fo that nothwithſtanding all the threatnings which are 
denounced againſt fin, 1t 15s to be hoped, that when ſen- 
t=nce comes to be paſt, and judgment to be executed, 
GoD will remember mercy in the mid/# of judgment, and 
that, mercy woill triumph over ' judgment 3 and that as 
now his patience ftavs his hand, and turns away his 
«rath, ſo at the lat, the milder attributes of tis good= 
neis and mercy will interpote and moderate the rigonr 
and ſeverity of his juſtice ; and of this his great paticrce 
and long-ſuffering towards ſinners for the preſent ſeems 
to be ſome kind of pledye and earneft.; he that 1s fo 
ſlow to anger, and ſo loth to execute puniſkmeat, may 
probably be prevaited upon by his own pity and goulneis 
to remit it at the laſt; and this is the more credidie, be- 
cauſe it is gran.ed on all hands, that no perſon is ob- 
liged to execute his threatnings, as he is to make good 
his promiſes; he that promilſeth paſſeth a right to ano- 
ther ; but he that threatneth Keeps the right ang power 
of doing what he pleaſeth in Is own tan. 
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Fer. 150. The long-ſuffering of Gop. 3or 
I ſhall ſpeak a little more fully to this, becauſe it is 
almoſt incredible how much men bear up themſelves up- 
on vain and groundleſs hopes of the boundleſs mercy of 
God, and bleſs themſelves in their hearts, ſaying, They 
fhall have peace, though they walk in the imagination 
of their bearts, to add drunkenneſs to thirſt; that is, 
though they Kill perſiſt in their vices, and add one de- 
gree of fin to another, 
" Now, for anſwer to this, | 

(x.) Let it be granted, that a bare threatning does 
pot neceſſarily infer the certainty of the event ; and that 


the thirig threatened ſhall infallibly come to paſs; no 


perſon. is obliged to perform his threatnings, as he is his 
promiſes 3 the threatnings of God declare what fin de- 
ſerves, and what the {inner may juſtly expect if he con- 
tinue impenitent and incorrigible, But then we are tq 
take notice, that repentance 1s the only condition that 
is implied in the threatnings of God, and will effeual- 
ly hinder the execution of them : Jer. xvii, 7, 8, 9, 
10. At what inflant T ſpeak (ſays God) concerning @ 
nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to 
pull dewun, and to deſtroy it 3 if that nation againſt whom 
1 bave pronounced, turn from that evil, IT vill repent 
of the evil that T thought to do unto them, And at 
what inflant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a kingdom, to build 
and to plant it ; if it do evil in my fight, and obey 
not my worce, then I vill repent of the good wherewith 
1 ſaid IT would benefit them, Now if when God 
hath promiſed to do gdod to a people, fin will hin- 
der the bleſſing promiſed, and bring down judgments 
upon them, much more when it is particularly threa- 
tened, 

But as to the cafe of final impenitency and unbelief, 
God, that he might ftrengthen his threatnings, hath 
added a fign of immutability to them, having confirm- 
&d them with an oath; I hawe ſworn ( ſeith the Lory) 


that they ſhall not enter into my reſt: which, though *' 


it was ſpoken to the unbelieving Jews, the apoſtle to 
the Hebrews applies it to a final unbelief and impeniten- 
cy under the goſpel, of which the infidelity of the Iſrae- 
(retract an. W4S lites 
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302 The long -ſuffering of God. Ser. 1 ber 
lites was a type and figure, Now though Gop may re. 
mit of his threatenings : yet his oath is a plain declaration 
that he will not; becauſe it ſignifies the firm and mmutable 
determination of his will, and thereby puts an end to all 
tdoubts and controverſies concerning the fulfilling ofhis 
kreatenings. | Ts 
. (2.) Ir is certainly much the wiſeſt and ſafeſt way, to 
believe the threatnings of Gop, in the ftriftneſs and ri- 
zour of them, unleſs there be ſome tacit condition evi- 
dently implied inthem z becauſe it wedo not believe them, 
and the thirg prove otherwiſe, the conſequence of our 
miſtake is fatal and dreadful. It is true indeed, that Gop 
by his threatnings did intend to keep inners inawe and to 
deter them from fin : but if he had any where revealed, 
that he would not be rigorous in the execution of theſe 
threatnings, ſuch a revelation would quite fake off the 
edge and terror of them, and contradict the end and deſign 
of them ; for threatnings ſignify very little, but upon 
this ſuppoſition, that in all probability they will be exe- 
cuted 2: and if this be rue, it is the greateſt madneſs and 
folly in the world to run the hazard of it. | 
(3+) As for thoſe large declarations which the ſcrip= 
ture makes of the boundleſs mercy of God to ſinners; 
we are to limit them, as the ſcripture hath done, to the 
time and ſeaſon of mercy, which is this life, and while 
we are in the way, This is the day of mercy and fal- 
vation ; and when this life is ended, the opportunities of 
grace and mercy are paſt, and the day of recompence and 
vengeance will begin, Now Gov tries us, and offers 
mercy to us ; but if we obſtinately refuſe it, judgment 
Will take hold of us. | 

And then we muſt limit the mercy of Gov to the 
conditions upon which he offets it, which are, repen- 
tance for fins paſt, and fincere obedience for the future ; 
but if men tontinue obſtinate and impenitent, and en- 
courage themſelves in fin from the mercy and patience of 
Gov; this is not a caſe that admits of mercy, but, on 
the contrary, his juſtice will triumph in the ruin and de- 


AruQiion of thoſe who, inſtead of embracing the offers 


of his mercy, do deſpiſe and abuſe thei : He vill laugn 


” at 


—_— 


ger. 


at thety 
ar com 
ofpo 
they may 
may ſee) 
qe deſp 
ing, a, 
will do 
ſew hi 
manner 
from hi: 
And thi: 
preſs ar 
to paſs | 
bleſs ht1 
theugh 
drunken: 
then the 
arainſt 
this book 
bis nam 
Gop h 
his thre 
others, 
from th: 
threatn) 
whateve 
will cer 
cerning 
the tern 
(4). 
markab 
world, 
ſome fo 
happine 
Nners fee 
of hell 
fear wh 
this life 
terrors 


[On 
on 


Fer. 150. The lang-ſuffering of Gon. 303 


at thety calamity, and mock wvhen their fear comes 5 wvhen 
fear comes as deſolation, and their deftruftion as a whivl- 
wind ; when diſtreſs and anguiſh cometh upon them, then 
they may call upon him, but be will not anſwer ; they 
may ſeek him early, but they ſhall not find bim, If 
we deſpiſe the riches of God's goodneſs, and long-ſuffer- 
ine, ard forbearance, he knows how to handle us, and 
will do it to purpoſe; with the froward he will 


ſew bimſelf froward, and will be in a more eſpecial _ 


manner "ſevere towards thoſe who take encouragement 
from his mercy, to diſbelieve and deſpiſe his threatnings. 
And this Gop hath as plainly told us, as words can ex- 
preſs any thing, Deut. xyix. 19, 20. And if It come 
to paſs that wwhen he heareth the words of this curſe, he 
bleſs himſelf in his heart, ſaying, T ſhall hawe peace, 
theugh I walk in the imagination of my heart, to add 
druckenneſs to thirſt : the LoRÞ will not ſpare him, but 
then the anger of the LoxD, and his jealouſy, ſhall ſmoke 


arainſt that man, and all the curſes that are written in 


this book, F ng lye upon him, and the Log D ſhall blot out 
70 


bis name from under heaven, Whatever right and power 
Gop hath reſerved to himſelf about the execution of 
his threatnings, he hath plainly declared, that, of all 
others, thoſe who encourage themſelves in a ſinful courſe, 
from the hopes of Gop's mercy, notwithſtanding his 
threatnings, ſhall find no favour-and mercy at his hand : 
whatever he may remit of his threatnings to others, he 
will certainly not ſpare thoſe who believe ſo largely con- 


cerning the mency of Gop, not with a mind to ſubmit to. 
the terms of it, but to preſume ſo much the more upon it, 


(4.) Gor hath not been wanting: to ſhew fome re- 


markable inſtances of his ſeverity towards finners in this 


world, As he is pleaſed ſometimes to give good men 
ſome fore-taſtes of heaven, and earneſts of their future 
happineſs ; ſo likewiſe by ſome preſent roke, to let fin- 
ners feel what they are to expect hereafter, ſome ſparks 
of hell do now and then fall upon the conſciences, That 
fear which is ſometimes kindled in men's confciences in 
this life, that horrible anguiſh, and thoſe unſpeakable 
terrors which ſome ſinners have had experience of in this 
E CY world, 
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world, may ſerve to forewarn us of tbe qurath which it 
#0 come, and to convince us of the reality of thoſe ex- 
prefſions of the torments of hell, by tbe xvorm that diet 
not, and the fire that is not quenched. THat miraculous 
deluge, which ſwallowed up the old world, that hell 
which was rained down from heaven, in thoſe terrible 
ſhowers of fire and brimſtone, to conſume Sodom and 
Gomorrah ; the earth opening her mouth upon Corah 
and his ſeditious company, to let them down, as it were, 
quick into hell: theſe and thany othet remarkable judg. 
ments of Gop, in ſeveral ages, upon particular perſons, 
and upon cities and nations, may ſatisfy us, in ſome mea- 
fure, of the ſeverity of God againſt fin, and, be, as it 
were, pledges to aſſure ſinners of the inſupportable mi- 
{ery and torments of next life, 7 

(5.) The argument is much ftronger the other way, 
that becauſe the puniſhment of finners 1s delayed ſo long, 
therefore it. will be much heavier and feverer when it 
comes; that the wrath of Gop is growing all this 


while, as as we fill up the meaſures of our fins, he fills 


the wials of his wrath : Roth. iis &. And according to 
thy hard and impenitent heart, treaſureſi up to thyſelf 
eorath, againſt the day of wvrath; and the revelation 
of the righteous judgment of Gon, GoV now keeps 
in his diſpleaſure : but all the while we go on in an 
impenitent courſe, the wrath of Gov is continually 
mcreaſing, and will at laſt be manifeſted by the righ- 
requs judgment of Gop upon ſinners. GopD now ex- 
erciſeth and diſplayeth his milder attributes, his good- 
neſs, and mercy, and patience : but thele will not al- 
ways hold out, there is a dreadtu] day a coming, where- 
in (as the apoſtle ſpeaks) Gop will few his wrath, 
and make his pozver known, after he hath endured with 
much long-ſ»Fering the we({jcls of wprath fitted for de- 
frrufron, All this long tithe of God's patience and 


terbearance hrs. worath is tindled, and be is wwhetting 
his glittering ſewerd, and maring ſharp is arrows j 
and this long preparation duth portend a much more 
dreadful execation ; ſo that we ſhouid reaſon thus from 
the long-lutfcring of Gop j Gop bears with 2, and 
; Dares 
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t WW ſpares us at preſent, and keeps in his anger ; therefore 
- Wif we go on to provoke him, time will come when he 
't Wuill not ſpare, but his anger will flame forth, and 
s Whis jealouſy, ſmoke againſt us; This is but reaſonable 
ll Wo expe, that they who in this world forſake their 
le Wown mercies, the thercy of Gop in the next ſhould for- 
ad fake them, " 
Jl 4. Another falſe concluſion which men draw from the 
e, MWiclay of puniſhment, is, that becauſe it is delayed, there. 
&- More it is not fo certain 3 the ſinner eſcapes for the pre- 
is, Went, and though he have ſome miſgivings and fearful 
a- W:pprehenfions of the future, yet he hopes his fears may 
it Whe greater than his danger, 
nie WM It is true, indeed, we are not' ſo certain of the mi= 
ſery of wicked men in another world, as if it were pre- 
ay, Ment, and we lay groaning under the weight of it ; ſuch 
ng, Wa certainty as this would not only leave no place for 
1 it Meoubting, but even for that which we properly and 
riatly call faith ; for Faith is the ewmidence of things not 
ills Mer, But fure we have other faculties befides ſenſe to 
x to Wiudge of things by z we may be ſufficiently certain of 
ſelf Wnany things which are neither preſent nor ſenſible, of 
c:on FWnany things paſt and future, upon good ground and 
eps Meſtimony : we are ſute that we were born, and yet we 


an Whave no remembrance of it ; we are certain that we 
ally Whall die though we never had the experience of it, 
gh- Mhings may be certain.in their cauſes, as well as in 
ex- Wheir preſent exiſtence, if the cauſes be certain, The 
"_ wth of Gov, who hath declared theſe things to us, 
P a Py 


8 an abundant ground of aſſurance to us, though they 
e at a great diſtance: the certainty of things is not 
haken by our wavering belief concerning them, 
Beſides, the very light of nature, and the common 
taſon of mankind, hath always made a contrary in- 
rence from the long- ſuffering of Gop, and the delay 
f preſent puniſhment. Though men are apt to think, 
nat becauſe judgment is defetred, therefore it is not 
rain ; yet the very light of nature hath taught men 
d reaſon otherwiſe ; that becauſe God is ſo patient tv 
aners 1n this life, therefore there will a tine come 
| | when 
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when they ſhall be puniſhed 3 that becauſe this life is a 


time of trial and forbearance, therefore there ſhall be 
another ſtate after this life, which ſhall be a ſeaſon of 


Ser. 1 
will tho 
have ap 


recompence, And by this argument chiefly it was that {MW (2) 1 
the wiſeſt of the enadoen ſatisfied themſelves concerning Ml when we 
. another fate after this life, and anſwered the trouble. W to vs th 
ſome obje&ion againſt the providence of GoD, from the I ment of 


unequal adminiſtration of things in this world, ſo viſible JW 2227, &© 
In the afflitions and ſufferings of good men, and the MW hands, t 
proſperity of the wicked ; viz. That there would be {MW who wh: 
another ſtate that would adjuſt all theſe matters, and ſet IM cauſe ou 
them ftreight, when good and bad men ſhould receive {I not be z 
the full recompence of their deeds, retain th 
The 5th and laft falſe concluſion, which men draw from MW «at, fa 
the long- ſuffering of Gop and the delay of puniſhment is {Woreameſt 
_ this ; that it is, however, probably at ſome diſtance, and {Wworid, a1 
therefore they may fin yet a while longer, and all this tion, the 
danger may be pre: rented time enough, by a future re. to ſumm 
pentance in our o1d age, or at the hour of death ; and {Wiropping 
they are confirmed very much in this hope, becauſe they {Wiuch a di 
ſee men much worſe than themſelves, great criminals and {We eaſe c 
. malefaQtors, upon two or three days warning, to perform {bes night 
this work of repentance very ſubſtantially, and to die {Where ar 
with great comfort and aſſurance of their ſalvation, This MW. (3-) $1 
ts the moſt common deluſion of all the reſt, and hath }iance, y 
been, 1 am afraid, the ruin of more ſouls than all the the hope; 
other which I have mentioned , they may have ſlain {Wor what 
therr thouſands, but this it's ten thouſands. | prized by 
For anſwer to this, be pleaſed ſeriouſly to lay to heart Ing, leaw 
theſe following conſiderations, moſt of which 1 ſhall ay ſeizi 
fpeak but briefly to, becauſe I have, upon other oc-anding, 
cafions, ſpoken largely to them. thee unfit 
"fo ) If there be a future judgment, then it is certain, ſnhit are | 
at how great a diſtance ſoever it may be, That which|ſþe are ha 
ſhall be a thouſand years hence, will certainly be ; and aſonable 
It is but very ſmall comfort and encouragement, con- neakneſs 
{iGering the vaſt diſproportion between time and acre owed do 
to think, that after twenty or forty years ſhall be paſt lard to | 


and gone; then mult I enter upon etcinal miſery ; thenſWore is j1 
W: eſs and ( 
= 1s 


"0 i ; T- a " Wi At . | fl 
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\. Wl vill thoſe intolerable torments begin which ſhall never 
of Wl have ap end, SP: ena FE 
< (2.) But it is not certain that it is at ſuch a diſtance : 
ng Ml when we pur from us the evil day, it is many times nearer 
+». Wto vs than we are aware, and when we think the judg- 
he WM ment of God is at a great diftance,. the judge may be 
\le Wl 2:27, ever at the door. Qur times are not in our own 
he WW hands, but we are perfeftly at the diſpoſal of another, 
be MW who when he pleaſeth can put a period to them, and 
ſr WM cauſe our breath to ceaſe from our noſtrils; and we ſhall 
ive Wnot bez There is no man bath power over the ſpirit, ts. 
retain the ſpirit 3 neither bath be ng in the day of 
om Math, faith the wiſe man a little before the text. Thou 
tis Mereameſt, perhaps, of many years continuance in this 
and {Mworld, and, perhaps, in the height of this vain imagina- 


this Mition, the decree 15 ſealed, and the commandment come forth 


re. Wto ſummon thee out of this world, and thou art juſt 
ang Miropping into that miſery; which thou fancieft to be at 
hey FWiuch a diſtance 3 whilſt thou art yainly promiſing thyſelf 
and {Wie eaſe of trany years, Gop may ſay to thee, Thou fool, 
orm {Whs 11ght ſpall thy ſoul be required of thee, and thenz 
die Where are all thy hopes ? 0g £50 
This M. (3-) Suppoſing the evil day were at a confiderable di- 
hath {Wiance, _ men run an infinite hazard in venturiflg all 
| the Mthe hopes of their ſalvation upon a future repentance 
flain For what knoweſt thou, O man ! but thou mayft be ſur- 
prized by a ſudden ſtroke, which may give thee no warn=- 
1eart Wop, leave thee no ſpace of repentance ? a violent diſeaſe 
ſhall nay ſeize upon thee, which may diſorder thy under- 
- oc-Wanding, and ſo weaken all thy faculties, as to render 
thee unfit for all reaſonable operations : at the beſt, how 
rtain, Wnfit are we for the moſt ſerious work of our lives, when 
vhichIFe are hardly fit to do any thing ? Old age 1s a very un- 
aſonable tirhne for repentante, when we are full of 
reakneſs and infirmity, and our minds are ctooked and 
owed down by vite, as our bodies ate by age, and ag 
lard to be recovered to their firſt ſtreightneſs ; muck 
nore is it an impreper time for this work, when fick= 
els and old age meet together, There are two things 
L which men; in other things wiſe exough, do uſually 
miſcarry 3 
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miſcarry 3 in putting off the making of their wills, and 
their repentance, till it be too late. Men had need then 
be of ſound underſtanding and perfe&t memory, when 
they ſet, about matters of fo great conſequence in reſpe& 
to their temporal and eternal concernments : eſpecially 
when men have the happineſs of all eternity to take care 
of and provide for, they had need have their underſtand. 
ings about them, and all the advantages of leiſure anq 
conſideration, to make a ſober refleftion upon their paſt 
lives, and make up their accounts with Gov, and to 
ſet all things right between him and them ; and it is well 
If, after all, a repentance wilfully deferred fo long, ſo 
ſhort and imperfe&, ſo confuſed and huddled up, will at 
laſt be accepted as a tolerable atonement for the crime 
and miſcarriages of a long life. 

 (4.) Suppoſe thou wert fure to repent before thou 
leaveſt the world, and to do this work thoroughly 
which no man can promiſe to himſelf that deliberately 
delays itz yet this can be no reaſonable encourage 
ment to goon in an evil courſe, becauſe we do but hereb 
azgravate our owp-trouble, and treaſure up much more 
ſorrow and affliction to ourſelves againſt the day of re- 
pentance, and conſequently fin on, in hopes of being 
hereafter ſo much the more txoubled and grieved fot 
what we have done ; as if a man ſhould go on to break 
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the laws, in hopes of a more ſevere and exemplary puÞ'*9, upo! 
niſhment : ſure this can be no encouragement or groun{F' © they 
of hope to any reaſonable and conſiderate man. le hopes 
Laſtly, As to the encouragement which men tak") 2nd ju 
from the ſudden repentance of great criminals and maleM* have 
fators, and their dying with ſo much comfort and aſſuW'#ed live 
rance ; if this be well conſidered, there is little comfor*oyed at 
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to be fetched from ſuch examples, For, 

1ſt, Though a ſincere repentance in ſuch circum 
fiances be poſlible; yet it is almoſt impoſſible for the 
party himſelf concerned, much more for others, upo 


any good ground, to judge when it is ſincere, GonfſÞ®cent g1 
who knows the hearts of men, and whether, if they ha *Ation of 
Lived longer, they would in the future courſe of theifÞ*ition, x 
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Ives have juſtified and made good their repentance and 
wod reſolutions, only knows the fincerity of it, 


en "xr Lag | 
a WM. But, 2dly, no: certain judgment is to be made from 
ly Wi comfort and confidence of the party concerned ; for 
ro le bufineſs is not, what comfort and confidence men 


hve, but what ground they have for it : and whereas 


1d- ; q 
13:2 are apt piouſlly to ſuppoſe, that ſo extraordinary a \ i 
a"onfort and affurance is wrought in them by the ſpirit 


f Gop, nothing is more uncertain z becauſe we ſome- | 

Imes ſee thoſe who give no ſuch teſtimony of their re- 

ntatce, to die with every whit as much courage, and | 

imfort, and confident perſuaſion of their falvation, as 

ole that do, But this, certainly, 1s not from the ſp1- | | 
| 


t of Gop, a natural obſtinacy and courage may carry 


houffi$*n 2 great way ; and falſe and miſtaken principles may * 
hly | men for the preſent with as much comfort and con- I" If 
\telyFences as well grounded hopes. Tn the church of Rome, | | 


zat numbers of thoſe who have led very wicked lives \tt 
ter a formal confeſſion and abſolution; and ſome good _ | 
moreF"'s of encouragement from the prieſt, die as full of \ Bil 
ace and comfort, to ail appearance, as the beſt of vl 
Ken, | 169 
Indeed it is very natural to men, who find themſelves | | 
| a deſperate condition, to be frangely elevated and 
led, upon any hopes given of eſcaping ſo great a dan- | 
ras they apprehend themſelves to be in ; eſpecially if Bl 
ef? hopes be given them by a grave man, of whoſe | 
ty and judgment they have a venerable opinion, When _ 
maleFM2 have the ſentence of death in themſelves, as all Bil | 
| afſa MWked livers muſt have, they are naturally apt to be Þh1 
tt1oyed at the unexpetted news of a pardon, X [ #I| 
To fpeak my mind freely in this matter, I have no + Bil 
tat opinion of that extraordinary comfort and con- [ We 
Wence which ſome have, upon a ſudden repentance fot * Bll 
eat and flagrant crimes, becauſe I cannot diſcern any : 
ictent ground for it, I think, great humility and 


ey ha ion of mind, and a doubtful apprehenſion of their 
© theiÞ<tion, next almoſt to deſpair of it, would much bet- 
live >:come them ; becauſe their caſe is really ſo very 


attul in itleff, Thee is great reaſon for the repen= 
| tance 
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tance of ſuch perſons, and it becomes them well ; but] 


ſee very little reaſon for their great comfort and confi. 
dence, nor does it become their circumſtances and con. 
dition, Let ther exerciſe as deep a repentance as is poſ. 
ſible, and bring forth all the fruits meet for it, that ar: 
poſſible in ſo ſhort a time ; let them humble themſelves 
before Gop, and pray inceſſantly to him day and night 
for mercy ; make all the reparation they can for the in. 
Juries they have done, by confeſſion and acknowledy. 
ment, and by making ſatisfaQion to the parties injured, 


if it be in their power, by giving alms to the poor, by 
warning others, and endeavouring to reclaim them to 
better mind and courſe of life ; and for the reſt humbly 
commit themſelves to the mercy of Gopy in Jes 
Cnnr1sT ; let them imitate, as near as they can, the 
behaviour of the penitent thief, the only example the 
ſcripture has left us, of a late repentance that proved et- 
fefual, who gave the greateſt teftimony that could he, 
of a penitent ſorrow for his fins, and of his faith in the 
- Saviour of the world, by a generons and couragious 
owning of him in the midſt of his diſgrace and ſuffering, 
when even his own diſciples had denied and forſaken 
him : but we do not find in him any ſigns of extraori. 
nary comfort, much lefs of confidence ; but he humbiy 
commended himſelf to the mercy and goodneſs of his 
SavrouR, ſaving, LoRD, remember me when thou com] 
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bly 

ve WWFecanſe ſentence againſt an evil work 1s not executed [pee- 
the ily, therefore the heart of the fons of men is fully /ot in 
the them to de evil, on | . 


ffs 
be HAVE confidered how apt men are to abuſe the 
the | long-ſuffering of Gop, to the hardening and encou- 


wing of themſelves in fin, and whence this comes to 
is; where I conſidered the ſeveral faiſe conclufions 
phich finners draw from the delay of puniſhment, as it 


ordieh:re were no Gov, or providence, or difference of good 
mbly Wd evil ; or elſe, as is more. commonly pretended, that 
f hin is not fo great an evil, and that GoD is not fo high» 


offended at it, or that Gop is not to ſevere as he is 
preſented 3 that the puniſhment of fin is not fo cer=. 
in, or however, it is at a diſtance, and may be pre- 
ented by a future repentance : all which I have ſpoken 
lly to, and endeavoured to ſhew the fallacy and unrea- 
nableneſs of them. I ſhall now proceed to the 

Third and laft thing I propounded, which was, to an- 
fer an objetion to which this diſcourſe may ſeem lia- 
e; and that is this. If the long-ſuffering of Gop be 
e occaſion of men's hardneſs and impenitency, then 
by is Gon ſo patient to finners, when they are fo 
one to abuſe his gocdneſs-and patience ? and how is It 
E Rebels in Gop to forbear finners fo long, when this 
earance of his is ſo apt to miniſter to them an occa«. 
n of their farther miſchief, and greater auin ? Tt 
Ver, YL, Dad ſhould 
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ſhould ſeem, according to this, that it would be much 
greater mercy. to the greateſt part .of ſinners, not to he 
patient toward them at all ; bur inſtantly, upon the fir 
occaſion and provocation, to cut them off, and { 9 
put a ſtop to their wickedneſs, and to hinder them from 


making themſelves more miſerable, by increaſing th-;x 


guilt, and treaſuring up wrath to themfelves agarin/? thy 
day of wrath, 

This-is the objeCtion, and becauſe it ſeems to be of 
ſome weight, I thall endeavour to return a fatisfadtory 
anſwer to it, in theſe following particulars : Ang, 

L. 1 aſk the finner if he will ftand to this ? art thoy 
ſerious, and wouldeſt thou in good earneſt have Gep to 
deal thus with thee, to toke the very firit advantage to 
deſtroy thee, or turn thee into hell, and to make the 
miſerable beyond all hopes of recovery ? Conſider of it 
ezain. Doft thou think it defirable, that Gop ſhould 
deal thus with thee, and let fly his judgments upon thee 
ſo ſoon as ever thou haſt finned? If not, why do men 
trifle, and make. an objeCftion againſt the long-ſufleting 
of GoD, which they would be very Jloth ſhould be 
made good upon them ? | 

IL. It is likewiſe to be conſidered, that the long: fut 
fering of Gop toward ſinners is not a total forbearance : 
3t is uſually fo mixt with affiitions and judgments ot on 
kind or other, upon ourſelves or others, as to be a {ut 
ficient warning to us, if we would configer, and lay it t 
heart, to fin no more, left a worſe thing come upon. us 
Jeft that judgment, which we ſaw inflifted upon other: 
come home to us. And is not this great goodneſs, t 
warn us when he might deſtroy us, to leave room for 
retreat, when he might put our caſe paſt remecy ? 

All this time of Go ov's patience, he threatens f:nners 
to avaken them oat of their ſecurity, he punitheth ti.ct 
gently, that we may have no ground to hope for impu 

| nity ; he makes examples of fome in a more {cycre al 
remarkable manner, that others may hear, and fear, « 
be afraid to commit the like fins, leſt the like punif 
ment overtakes them ; he whips ſore offenders b<iv 

uz eyes, to ſhew us what fin deſerves, and what we 1 
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may juſtly expe&, if we do the ſame thing; and will 
: nothing be a warning to us but our own ſufferings ! 
Nay,Gov doth uſually ſend f me judgment or other vp- 
0 Wl onevery finner in this lite ; he lets him fecl the rod, that 
he may know that it is an evil and bitter thing to fin a- 
iT Wi garrff him. He exercifeth men-with many afllictions and 
* Wl crofles, and diſappointments, which their own conſcien- 
ces tell them are the juſt recompences of their decds ; 
and by thefe lighter ſtrokes, he-gives us a merciful warn= 
11 Wl ing to avoid his greater blows 53 when mercy alone will 
not work upon us and win us, but being fed to the full, 
01 Wi we grow wanton and fooliſh, he adminiſters phyfick to 
vs by afflition, and by adverſity endeavours to bring us 
to conſideration and a ſober mind : and many have been 
cured this way, and the judgments of Gop have done 
them that good, which his mercies and bleſſings could 
not ; for GoD would fave us any way, by his mercy or 
by his judgment, by fickneſs or by health, by plenty or 
by want, by what we defire, or by what we dread ; ſo 
deſirous is he of our repentance and happineſs, tnat he 
laves no method unattempted that may probably do us 
good ; he ſtrikes upon every paſſion in the heart of man z 
he works upon our love by his goodneſs, upon our hopes 
dy his promiſes, and upon our fears, firſt by his threat- 
[nings, and if they be not effeQtual, then by his judg-. 
ments ; he tries every affeCtion, and takes hold of it, if 
by any means he may draw us to himſelf; and will no- 
thing warn us, but what will ruin us, and render our 


> it 
lee 
fit 
ould 
thee 
men 
11n8 


| be 


«tuf 
nice ! 
jt ond 
a {ut 
D\S! 


1 145 


ther Weaſe deſperate, and paſt hope ? 
's, i Ang if any ſinner be free from outward afflictions and 
; for ufferings, yet ſin never fails to carry its own puniſh- 
— Wveent along with it ; there 1s a ſecret ſting and worm, 
NW: divine Nemeſis and revenge ; that is bred in the bow- 
© 06els of every fin, and makes it a heavy puniſhment to it- 
0-"Wlelf ; the conſcience of a ſinner doth frequently torment 
y ” um, and his guilt haunts and dogs him wherever he 
als 


ves 3 for whenever a man commits a known and wiltul 
n, he drinks down poiſon, which though it may work 
owly, yet it will give him many a eripe, and if no 
leans be yuſed to expel it, will deftroy him at laft, 
Dd2 | w> 
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314 The long-ſuffering of Gov. Set, 151; 
So that the long- ſuffering of God is wiſely ordetd, and 
there is ſuch a mixture of judgments in it, as 1s ſufficient 
to awaken finners, and much more apt to deter them from 
Gn, than to encourage them to go on, and continue in it, 
' THI, Nothing is farther from the intention of Gog, 
than to harden men by his long-ſuffering, This the 
ſcripture moſt expreſly declares, 2 Pet, 1ti. 9g, He 1s bg. 
ſuffering to us-ward, nst willing that any fheuld pcrijn, 
but that all ſhould come to repentance. He hath a very 
gracious and merciful deſign in his patience towards fin- 
ners, and is therefore good, that he may make us ſo, and 
that we may ceaſe to do evil, The event of Goy's 
leng-ſuffering may, by our own fault and abuſe of it, 
prove our ruin ; but the deſign and intention of it, 15 our 
repentance, He cinks at the fins of men, (ſaith the fon 
of Syrach) bat they may repent. He paſſeth them by, and 
does not take ſpeedy vengeance upon finners for them, 
that they may have time to repent of them, and to make 
the'r peace with him, while they are yet in the way. 
Nay, his long-ſuffering doth not only give ſpace for 
reventance, but is a great argument and encouragement 
to it. That he is ſo loth to ſurprize ſinners, that he 
gives them the liberty of ſecond thoughts, time to re- 
fie upon themſelves, to confider what they have done; 
and to retra&t it by repentance, is a ſufficient intimation 
thet he hath no mind to ruin us, that be defires nt the 
death of a finner, but rather that be ſhould turn from hi: 
_ worckedneſs and live, And ſhould not this goodneſs of 
his make us ſorry that we have offended him ? doth it 
Not naturally lead and invite us to repentance ? what 
other interpretation.can we make of his patience, what 
* other uſe in reaſon ſhould we make of it, but to repent 
and return, that we may be ſaved? 
ſ IV. There is nothing in the long-ſuffering of Gov, 
that is in truth any ground of encouragement to men in 
any evil courſe ;3 the proper and natural tendency 0 
Gop's goodneſs is to lead men to repentance, and by 
repentance to bring them to happineſs ; Rom, ii. 4 
Deſpiſeſt thou the riches of his goaodneſe and patience, 
and leng-ſuffering, not knewing that the goodne/? c 
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S2r. 151, The long-ſuffering of GoD. 315 
Gop lead:ch thee to repentance? This St; Peter, with 
relation to theſe very words of St, Paul, interprets, 
leading to ſalvation; 2 Pet, iii, 15. And account that 
the long - ſuffering of our LorD ts ſalvation, as our be- 
lwed brother Paul alſo hath uritten unto you, Now 
where did St, Paul write ſo, unleſs in this text ; not 
knowing that the goodneſs of Gov leads to repentance ? 
It is not. only great ignorance, and a very groſs miſtake, 
to think that it is the deſign and intention*' of God's 
patience and long-ſuffering to encourage men in fin; but 
lkewife to think, that in the nature of the thing, good- 
tels can have any tendency to make men evil ; not knoww- 
ing that the goodneſs of Gov leads to repentance, 

V. That through the long-ſuffering of Gop, finners 
ae hardened in their evil ways, is wholly to be aſcribed 
to their abuſe of Goy's goodneſs ; it is neither the end 
aad intention, nor the proper and natural effe& of the 
thing, but the accidental event of it, through our own 
fault, And is th's any real objection againlt the long- 
uſtering of Gon ? May not Gep be patient, though 
liners be impenitent ? May not-he be good, thouch we 
be fo fooliſh as to make an ill uſe of his gocdneſs ? Be- 
uſe men are apt to abuſe the mercies and favours of 

0D, 18 It therefore a fault in him to beſtow them up- 
MM us? Is it not enough for us to abuſe them, but will 
re challenge Gop alſo of unkindneſs in giving them ? 
day not GoD ule wiſe and fitting means for our recovery, 


kecauſe we are ſo fooliſh as not to make a wile uſe of. 


bem? And muſt he be charged with our ruin, becauſe 
e ſeeks by all means to prevent it? Is it net enough 
0 be injurious to ourſelves, but will we be unthanktul 
0 God alſo? When God hath laid out the riches of 
3 goodneſs and patience upon finners, will they chal- 
nze him as acceſlury to their ruin ? As if a fooliſh heir, 
Lat hath prodigally waſted the fair eſtate that was left 
m, ſhould beſo far from blaming himſelf as to charge 
$ father with undoing him, Are theſe the beſt re- 
ms which the infinite mercy and patience of Gop 
4 deſerved irom us ? Do we thus requite the Lozy, 
viz people and vawiſe | 

ns Dd 3 God's 


316 The long-ſuffering of GoD. Ser. 151, 
Gonr's patience would fave finners, but they ruin 
themſelves by their abuſe of it ; let the blame then ly 
where it is due, and let Gor have the glory of his good. 
neſs, though men refuſe the benefit and advantage of jt, 
VI. And laſtly, but becauſe this objeQtion pincheth 
hardeſt in one point ; viz. That Gop certainly foreſecs 
that a great many will abuſe his long-ſuffering, to the 
encreaſfing of their guilt, and the aggravating of their 
condemnation ; and how is his long-ſuffering any mercy 
and goodneſs to thoſe, who he certainly fore-knows will 
in the event be ſo much the more miſerable, for having 
had fo much patience extended to them ? Therefore for 
a full anſwer, I defire theſe fix things may be contidered, 
1. That Gop deſigns this life for the trial of our 
obedience, that according as we behave ourſelves he may 
reward or puniſh us in another world, 
2. That there could be no trial of obedience, nor any c2- 
pacity of rewards and puniſhments, but upon the ſuppoli- 


tion of freedom and liberty ;3 that is, that we do not av 


what we do upon force and neceſiity, but upon free choice, 


his' knowledge, does clearly and certainly foreſee all fu- 
ture events, even thoſe which are moſt contingent, ſuch 
as are the arbritrary aCtions of free and voluntary agents, 
'This I know hath been denied, but without reaſon; 
ſince it is not only contrary to the common apprehen- 


Gop ſhould not fore-know future events, but to clear 
and expreſs ſcripture ; and that in ſuch inſtances, for 
the ſake of which they deny GoD's foreknowledge 1! 
general of the tuture ations ot tree and voluntary agents 
i mean, that the 1cripture expreſly declares Gop's GM 
terminate foreknowledge of the moit wicked aCtions , 
the crucifying of CHr1sT, who is ſaid, according to ti 
determinate counſel and fore-knewledge of God, 
have been by wicked hands crucified and flain, 

4. That the bare fore-knowledge of things futvn 
hath no more influence upon them to make them to b! 
than the fight and knowledge of things preſent hath 7 
v5; ther to make then to be preiggt, 1 may lee 03 k 90 

an 
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2. That Gov, by virtue of the infinite perfeCtion of 


fions of mankind from the very light of nature, that 
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Ser. 151. The long-ſuffering of God. 319 
that the ſun is riſen, without ſeeing the cauſe of it's 
rifing, 3 and no more is bare knowledge of future events 


the cauſe that they are, when they are; And if any 
man aſk, how Gop can certainly fore-know things; 


h MW which depend upon free and arbitary cauſes, unleſs he do 
. WW fome way decree and determine them ? 1 anſwer, that 
\o Wl this is not a fair and reaſonable demand, to aſk of men, 
ir Wl who have but finite underſtandings, to make out and de- 
cy Wl chare all the ways that infinite knowledge hath of 
ill Wh knowing and of fore-ſeeing the ations of free creatures, 
nz WW vithout prejudice to their liberty and freedom of ating, 
for MW However, it is of the twe much more credible to rea- 
ed, {Wſon, that infinite knowledge ſhould certainly fore-know 
ur Ml things, which our underſtandings cannot imagine how they 
n2y {MW ſhould be fore-known, than that Gop ſhould any ways be 
the author of fin, by determining and decreeing the wicked 

ca- MWeftions of men. The firſt only argues the imperfeRtion of 
ok» Wour underſtandings ; but the other lays the greateſt blemiſh 
: 40 Fond imperfeCtion that can be upon the divine nature. 

oice, W So that. this difficult controverſy about the fore- 
2n of {knowledge of Gop is brought to this point, whether 
1 fa-W man Had better believe, that infinite knowledge may 
{ache able to fore-know things in a way which our finite 
ents, {Wnderſftanding cannot comprehend : or to aſcribe ſome- 
ifon ;Fhing to Gop, from whence it would unavoidably follow, 
chen-Wiat he is the author of fin. The firſt is only a modeſt 
, thatFJad juſt acknowledgment of our own ignorance ; the laſt 
> clearſ$ the utmoſt and greateſt abſurdity that a man can be 
-s, for©ſrovght to; and to fay that we cannot believe the fore- 
dge nfinowledge of Gop, unleſs we can make out the par- 
1gontFWcuiar manner of it, is more unreaſonable, than if an 
,*s CWhorant man ſhould deny a difficult propoſition in Eu- 
1% 3 4d or Archimedes to be demonſtrated, becauſe he knows 
to 4Þt how to demonſtrate it. | 
>D, "M5. And conſequently fore-knowledge and liberty may 
: ty well conhſt ; and notwithſtanding Gop's fore- 
 furrowledge of what men will do, they may be as free as 
n to Vie did not foreknow it. And, 
ath vLaftly, That Gop deth not deal with men according 
03 )0dis fore-knowledge of the goed ox bad uſe of their 
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- 318 Thelong-ſuffering of Gop. Ser. 153, Ml fer. 
liberty, but according to the nature and reaſon of things ; thetn 1 
and therefore if he be long-ſuffering towards finners, and 


ful con 
do not cut them off upon the firſt provocation, but. give I ſha 
them a ſpace and opportunity of repentence, and ute all upon t] 


proper means and arguments. to bring them to repen- I T 
tance, and be ready to excite good reſolutions in them, ſngenui 
and to ſecond and afift them, and they refuſe and refit BW courage 
all this ; their wilful obſtinacy and impenitency is as cul- W which a 
pable, and God's goodneſs and patience as much to be 


ten ther 
achuedged, as if Gop did not foreſee the abuſe of 


tice of ( 


God hath, and did certainly foreſee, that a great many 
of his ſubje&ts would certainly incur the penalty of his 
laws, and that others would abuſe his goodneſs and 
clemency to them ; yet if he would govern them like 
free and reaſonable creatures, he ought to make the 
ſame wiſe laws to reſtrain their exorbitancy, and to ute 
the ſame clemency in all caſes that did fairly admit of it, 
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| 3 becauſe his foreſight and knowledge of what they lhe exec 
| w Ay do, laid no neceſſity upon them to do what they Wand time 
| did, what uſe 
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as if he did not at all foreſee what thcy would do, nor lh their w 

how they would abuſe his clemency 3 for it is neverthe- Wy orgund 
| leſs fit to make wiſe and reaſonable laws, and to govern this, be 
| with equity and clemency, though it were certainly tore-Mhften it, 


ſeen that they that are zoverned would act very toolithly 
and unreaſenably in the uſe of their liberty, It is grea it 
zoodneſs in Gop to give men the means. and opportunity 
of being ſaved, though they abuſe this goodneſs to their 
farther ruin 'and he may. be heartily grieved for tha 
folly and obftinacy in men, which he certainly foreſee 
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v/ill end in their ruinz and may with great feriouſnelel} 5; ht 
and fincerity wiſh they would do otherwiſe, and were *YWerjcy, of 
' wiſe to do good, as they are wilful to do evil. AW By thei 
thus he 1s receelented in ſcripture, as regretting - (their pe 
miſchief which men willfully bring upon themic!s becauſe 
O that they were wiſe, O that they would unde: s waP #ſe he is 
conſider their latter end ! i it is to 
And this is ſufficient to vindicate the goodneſs of Go neſs, 2s 
ia his patience and long-tuffcring to finnezs, and to og lis patic 
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ber. 15. The-leng-ſuffering of God. 319 
them wholly guilty of all that befals them for their wil- 
ful contempt; and abuſe of it. 
I ſhall draw ſome inferences from this whole diſcourſe 
upon this argument, 
I, This ſhews the unreaſonableneſs and perverſe di- 
WH fingenuity of men, who take occaſion to harden and en- 
- WH courage themſelves in fin from the long-ſuffering of Goo, 
- WH which above all things in the world ſhould melt and ſof- 
e Wten them. Thou haſt ſinned, and art hable to the juſ- 


I 

y Withe execution of it, and hath granted thee a reprieve, 
and time and opportunity to ſue out thy pardon, Now 
what uſe ought we in teaſon to make of this patience 
of God towards us ? We ought certainly 70 break off our 
ins by @ ſpeedy repentance, left iniquity be our rutn ; 1m- 
mediately to ſue out our pardon, and t make our peace 
vith GoD, while Ie are yet in the wvay, and to reſolve, 
tke itever any more willingly to offend that Gop who is ſo 
the Wracious and merciful, ſo long-ſuffering and full of com- 
nie Whaſſion, But what uſe do men commonly make of it ? 
f it, Whey take occaſion to confirm and ſtrengthen themſelves 
nor Wh their wickedneſs, and to reaſon themſelves into vain 
tne- {nd groundleſs. hopes of impunity, Now what a folly 
vern Wt this, becauſe puniſhment doth not come, therefore to 
tore- Maſten it, and to draw it down upon ourſelves 3 Becauſe 
(11hi7 WM hath not yet overtaken vs, therefore to go forth and 
great Weet it ? Becauſe there is yet a poſſibility of eſcaping it; 
xrefore to take a certain courſe to make it unavoid- 
le? Becauſe there is yet hope concerning us, therefore 
r 112 make our caſe deſperate and paſt remedy ? See how 
"rele: WMreaſonably men britg ruin upon themſelves; ſo that 
21110] might the Pſalmiſt aſk that queſtion, Hawe all the 
vere "friers of imguity no knowledge ? 


hy But their folly and unreaſonablenrſs is not ſo. great, 


ny 
h1s 


nd 


uwnny 
 thelt 


"8 their perverſeneſs and difingenuity is greater. To 
Ac, becauſe Gop is long-ſuffering, is to be evil, be- 
1d, ©"Siſe he is good, and to provoke him, becauſe he ſpares 

A ; It is to fixive with Gop, and to contend with his 
of v0 Wineſs, as if we were reſolved to try the utmoſt length 
Lo 1.4" lis patience 5 and becauſe God is loth $0 puniſh, 


therefors 


I —_— 


tice of God, ſentence 1s gone forth, but Gop reſpites | 
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therefore to urge and importune him to that which is {o Wlthis : fo 
contrary to his inclination, laid, bh 

II, This may ſerve to convince men of the great evil {jrvane / 
and danger of thus abuſing the long-ſuffering of Goy, Mb ar be: 
It is a provocation of the higheſt nature, becauſe it i; {Miſunder, 4 
£o trample upon his deareſt attributes, thoſe which he MWione fo. 
moſt delights and glories in, his goodneſs and mercy ; Ws thoſe 1 
for the long-ſuffering of Gov is his goodnels toll IN. T 
the guilty, and his mercy to thoſe who deſerve to befWience an 
miſerable. he merci 


Nothing makes our ruin more certain, more ſpeedy, 7. It js 
and more intolerable, than the abuſe of Goy's good-MWl fpace of 
neſs and patience, After Gop had born long with thatWelgn and 
rebellious people, the children of Ifrael, and notwithprieve a 
fanding all their murmurings, all their infidelity an{Wdgments 
impenitency, and ſpared them ten times, at laſt haWi eur $ 
ſets his ſeal to their ruin, Heb. iit. 8, 9g, Harder n-tree, L 

' your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptatinſom us th 
in the wilderneſs : when your fathers proved me, and ſau not { 
my works forty years. This was a high provocation inſ*ted 24 
geed, to harden their hearts under the patience ane 27 07 
long-ſuffering of God, after forty years trial and ex 2. The. 


perience of it 3 v. 10. Wherefore I was pgrieved wit to rep 
that generation, and ſaid, They are a people that do crr ffi ready t 
their hearts, for they have not known my ways. Ani hen we 
what was the iſTue of all this? Upon this Gop takes u* us if w 
a fixed reſolution to bear no longer with them, but to caſh !o the 4 
them off from the bleſſings he hath promiſed to befofÞ 15 if G 
upon them 3 He ſwear in his «urath, that they ſhould red of t] 
- enter ints his reſt, To whom ſevear be, that they ſho, and tht 
not enter into his reſt, but to them that belicuved not ? Off *in eſtab, 
35 the word may be rendered, to them. that were diſuRIsT, w 
dient ? that is, to them who went on in their rebell 0 2g 
againſt him, after he had ſuffered their manners taſ{herefore 
years.”-- - | argume 
And as the abuſe of Gop's patience renders ffthis is th, 
geſtruftion more cerigin, ſo more ſpeedy and more 13W* «5-2ya 
lerable, We think that becauſe God ſuifers long, he wiff 4/7 /bou/, 
ſufter always z and becauſe puniſhmentis delayed, they drab , 


fore it will never come z þut it will come the a bis Tay 
| ti 
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Wis; fo our Loxp tells us, Luke xii, When che ſervant 
faid, his lerd delayed his coming 3 the lord of that 
| WMrrvant ſpall come in a day that he looks not for him, and 
t an heur when be 1s not azvare, and ſhall cut him in 
ſunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites, 
one ſo like to be ſurpriſed by the judgment of Gop, 
; thoſe who treſpaſs ſo boldly upon his patiencc, bo) | 
IIf, To perſuade us to make a right uſe of the pa- ' 
ence and-long-ſuffering of Gop, and tv comply with N 
he merciful end and deſign of Gop thetein, 
1, It is the deſign of Gop's long-ſuffering, to give us 
03. fpace of repentance. Were it not that Gop had this 
ſign and reaſonable expectation from us, he would not 
prieve a finner for one moment, but would execute his 
ddements upon him ſo ſoon as ever he had offended : 
 hWis our SAvievur declares to us by the parable of the 
, nMe-tree, Luke xiii..6; Were it not that Gop expects 
atinWom us the fruit of repentance, he would cut #s devon, 
| ſau ne not ſuffer us, to cumber the ground, after he had 
n inf«ited three years, ſeeking fruit and finding none, he 
e an-7es 77 one year more, to ſee if 1t would bear fruit, 
3 ex 2. The long-ſuffering of Gop is a great encourage = 
\ quitMeit to repentance, We ſee by his patience that he 1s 
err it ready to take advantage againit vs z that he ſpares 
when we offend, is a very good ſign that he will for- 
e us if we repent, Thus natural light would reaton, 
| fo the king of Nineveh, a heathen, reaſons, Js 
' tsi/ if Gop wwill turn and repent ? But we are fully 
10:11d pred of this by the gracious declarations of the pgcſ- 
y ſoo , and the way of pardon: and forgiveneſs which 1s 
; 9 OF'*in eſtabliſhed through faith in the blood of J=sus3 
« diſo$h®15T, who was made a propitzation for the firs of 
rebellif 3250/e 2vorld,. | 
ers fa berefore the long-ſuffering of Gop ſhould b» a pow- 
| argument to us 70 break off our fins by repentance : 
ders his is the &nd of Gop's patience z He 1s long-ſuffer- 
ore 18 '* «5-ward, not willing that any ſhould periſh, but 
7, he all ſhould come to repentance, He hath no pleafure in 
-d, they] £22:b of the wicked, but that the wicked ſhould turn 
cones I 55 way, ard live, Gop every where expreſſeth a 
tl vehement 


1C 
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much nearer to thee than thou art aware zlat the belt! 


vehement defire, and earneft expeCtation of our repen. 
tance and converſion ; Jer. iv. 14. O Feruſalem ! waſh 
thy heart from wickedneſs, that thou mayeſ# be ſaved. And 
chap, xiii. 27, Woe unto thee, Feruſalem ! wilt thou not by 
made clean ? when ſhall it once be # He who is ſo patient 
as to the puniſhment of our fins, is almoſt impatient of 
our repentance for them ; Wilt thou not be made clean? 
when ſhall it once be ? Ana can we ſtand out againſt his 
earneſt defire of our happineſs, whom we have ſo often 
and fo long provoked to make us miſerable ? 

Let us then return into ourfelves, and think ſeriouſly 
what our caſe and condition is ; how we have lived, and 
how long the patience of Gop hath ſuffered our man- 
ners, and waited for onr repentance, and how inevitablg 
and intolexable the miſery of thoſe muſt be who live ang 
die in the contempt and abuſe of it ; Jet us heartily re- 

ent of our wicked lives, and ſay, FYhat hawe wwe dine: 
Ms careleſs have we been of our own happineſs, and 
what pains have we taken to undo ourſelves ? 

Let us ſpeedily ſet about this work, becauſe we do no 
know how long the patience of Gor may laſt, and ths 
opportunities of our ſalvation be continued to us, Thi 
day of God's grace and patience will have an end 
therefore, as the prophet exhorts, Iſa. Iv, 6. Se4 th 
LoRD” while he may be found, and call upon him whi 
he is near. Now God graciouſly invites ſinners to com 
to him, and is ready to receive them ; nay, if thev 
but move towards him, he is ready to zo forth and mee 
them half way ; but the time will come, when he wil 
bid them depart from him, when they ſhall cry, Lozv 
Lord, open unto us, and. the door of mercy ſhail be iu 
againſt them, | | 

All the while thou 6elayeſt this neceſſary worle, tho 
ventureſt thy immortal ſoul, and putteſt thy eternal ſal 
vation upon a deſperate hazard; and ſhould Gop inaic 
thee ſuddenly away in an impenitent ſiate, what woul 
become of thee ? Thou art yet in the way, and Go 
is yet reconcileable, but death is not far off, and perh3t 
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life-is- uncertain, and death will infallibly put a period ts 
this day of God's grace and patience, hor, 
Repentance is a work ſo neceſſary, that methinks na 
man ſhould l6ſe ſo much' tine as to deliberate,.. whether 
he ſhofld ſet about-it or not 3 de neceſſariis nulla eff de 
beratio; no man deliberates about what he muſt ' do, or 


be undone if þe do it not, It is a work of ſo. great con= 


ſequence and concernment, and the delay of it ſo in= 
finitely dangerous, that one would think no wife man 
could entertain a thought of deferring if, Whar gre#= 
ter folly and ſtupidity can there be, than for men to 
venture their immortal ſouls, and to run an apparent 
hazard in matters of everlaſting conſequence ? | 

This day of -GoD*'s patience is the great opportunity 
of our ſalvation, and it we let it flip, it is never to be 
recovered ? if we miſ-improve this time of our Hhfe, 
we ſhall not. be permitted to live it over again,fo im= 
prove it better, Our ſtate of trial ends with this life, 
after that Gop will prove us no more z then we ſhall 
wiſh, O that I had knmwn in that my day, the thinzs 
which belonged to my peace, but now they are hid from 
ine eyes 3 therefore to day, whilſt it is called to day 
arden not your hearts, make mo tarrying to turn to the 
08D, and put not off from day to day; for ſuddenly 
ball the 4urath of the LoRD break forth, and in thy 
curity thou ſhalt be deſtroyed; exerciſe repentance un 
the time of health, and defer not till death to be juſti« 
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N treating of the attributes of Go D, I have confi 

dered thoſe which relate to the divine underſtanding, 
to which I referred his knowledge and wiſdom ; thoſz 
alſo which relate to the divine will : viz. God's juſtice, 
truth, holineſs, and goodneſs : I come now to conſider 
his power of acting, which is his omnipotency ; this 1 
thall ſpeak to from theſe words. 

In the beginning of this Pſalm, David declares that 
Gop was the great object of his truſt and confidence, 
and that all his hopes and expeCtation of ſafety and 

; deliverance were from him, wer. 1, 2. And this makes 
him challenge his enemies for all their miſchievous qua- 
Iities and devices againſt him, as vain attempts, zcr. 3, 4+ 
Hereupon he charges himſelf to continue his truſt an 

confidence in Gop, from whom was all his expeCtationy 
and who was able to ſave and deliver him ; wer. 5, 6, ' 
And from his example and experience, he encouraget 
and exhorts all others to truſt in Gov, wer. 8, and that 
from two arguments. heries.-; 

x. Becauſe all other objeQs of our truft and confi- bn "I Pi 
dence are vain and inſufficient, and will fail thoſe that un G Crs 
rely upon them. If we rely upon any_thing in thi "Ha 


| 
' 
1 
! 
| 


—— 


world, it muſt either be perſons or things ; but we page 
cannot ſafely. repoſe our truſt in either of theſe, No Thi 
10 perſons ; they m_y be reduced to one of theſe tw, * 
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. Wl h:ads, either high or low: Thoſe that are of a mean 
condition, it would be in vain to truſt them 3 they that 


ethers from miſchief, men of low degree are vanity : But 
the great ones of the world, they would ſeem to pro- 
miſe ſomething of affiſtance and ſecurity to us ; but if 
we dep2nd upon them, they will fruſtrate' us, men of 
bigh degree are a lie, As for the things of the world, 
that which men uſually place their confidence in, is 
riches 3 theſe are either got by unlawful, or unlawful 
means ; if they be ill gotten, by oppreſſion or robbery, 
they will be ſo far from ſecuring us from evil, that they 
bat Mill bring it upon us; if they be well gotten, they are 

of an uncertain nature, that we have little reaſon to 

place our hopes in them; 7f riches increaſe, ſet not 


nfi- WM jour hearts upon them, that is, your hope ; for heart in 


1n WMicripture fignifies any of the affeCtions. 

nok W.. 2. Becauſe GoD 1s the proper obje&t of our truft and 
tice, Weronfidence, We may fafely rely upon any one, in whom 
| heſe two . things concur, a power to help us, and 
iis 1 Wecodneſs to incline him ſo to do. Now David tells 
"Wis, that both theſe are eminently in Gop, and do in 


tat reculiar manner belong to him ; power, wer, 11, and 
No Woodneſs, wer. 12. . | We | | 

 n0 1 ſhall ſpeak to that which David makes the firſt 
10Ke9W round of our confidence, the power of God ; power 
4%" W:longs to Gop : For which he brings the teſtimony of 


3» Woo himſelf, once hath Gop ſpoken, yea, trvice hawe I 
W-2rd this, Some interpreters trouble themſelves about 

he meaning of this expreſſion, as if it did refer to ſome 
articular revelation of Gop ; and then again they are 
roubled how to reconcile GoÞy's ſpeaking this but once, 
1th David's hearing it twice: but I do not love to ſpy 
yſteries in theſe expreſſions which are capable of a 


Wit Gop hath ſeveral times revealed this ; he frequent- 
| declared himſelf by this attribute, once, yea ravice, 
bat is, he hath ſpoken it often and David heard it of-- 
n, This is anſwerable to that phraſe of the Latins, 
eel atque tterum 3 and it 15 uſual in all writers, to'uſe 
E ez a Cer= 


cannot ſecure themſelves from meannefs, cannot ſecure . 


lain ſenſe ;- for I underſtand no more by it but this, 


; _ & _ — 2 
A _— acetate © oat at eat 
; 
—_— > 44 A CN OE ta 


The power of Gop. 


a certain number for an uncertain, and particular]; 
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among the poets, Felices, ter & amplius, Hor, And & 
In poetical writers of ſcripture, Job v. 19, he hath ge. 
divered thee in fix troubles, 'y 2a, in ſeven there ſhall n 
. evil touch thee 3 = is, in "own and various trou- 
bles, Eccleſ, xi. Give a fortion to ſeven, and 
alſo to eight ; that M diſtribute thy charity to many ; 
and which is neareſt to this, J»b xl. 5, Once have [ 


"[prhen, but I will not anfever 3 yea twice, but I will 


proceed no farther : that is, I have had ſeveral Cf. 
courſes with my friends and xxxiii, 14, Gop Jpeaketh 
once, yea twice, in'a dream, in a wiſion of the” night ; 
that is, Gop reveals himſelf in ſeveral ways and man- 
ners' to men; ſo here God hath ſpoken once, yea twice, 
that is, .Gop hath often declared this. And if 
would” be ſo curious to refer to a particular declargs 
\ tion of Gop, I ſhould think, that it related either 1: 
the preface to the law, 1 am the LozD thy Gov, that 
1s, the great and powe js Gop, that brought thee ut 
of the land of Egypt ;' ot rather to the declaration whic 
Gop made of himſelf to Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob 
by the name of tbe Almighty Gop, Gen, xvii. 1 
Concerning which reyelation of Gop, it is ſaid ex 
preſly, Exod. vi. 3: I appeared unto Abrabam, ar 
Yaae, and Jacob, by the name of God Almighty 
t by my name Jehovah, was I not known to then, 
But that which I defign to ſpeak to, is the propoſitio 
itſelf, that power belongs to Gopy; that-is, that thi 
excellency of power, power in it's higheft degree an 
perfettion ; al! porver belongs to Cod, that is, that cm 
Pipgtence is 2 property or perfection of the divine nature 
. In the handling of this, I ſhall ſhew, 
\ Firſt, What we are to underſtand by "the omnipotenc 
of Gov. 
Secondly, That this perfeftion belongs to Gov. 
Firſt, What we are to underſtand by the amnpipoten 
of Gov. And'this I ſhall conſider, 
' 1. As to the principle. And, 
II, As to the exerciſe of its. 
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. ], As to the principle, it is an ability to do all things, 
the doing of which ſpeaks power and perfeCtion ; that 
is, whatever is not repugnant either to the nature of 


things, or of Gop ; whatever does not imply a contra= 


dition in the thing, or an imperfection in the doer ; an 
ability to do all things which are confiſtent with itſelf, 
and with the divine nature and perfeQtion ; by which we 
muſt mean an executive power, the efte&t whereof is 


without himſelf, for what he is. ſaid to do within him- 


ſelf, the as of his underſtanding and will, as we con- 
ceive his will to be diſtin& from his power, are not ta 
be referred to his omnipotence, To have a right con- 
ception of omnipotence we muſt imagine the moſt per- 
fect aQtive principle that we can, and it is ſtill ſomething 
more perfe&t- than that, or any thing we can imagine. 
To help our conception, 

1, Let us imagine a principle from which all other 
power is derived, and upon Which it depends, and to 
which it is perfe&ly ſubjeC&t and ſubordinate. 

2. A perfect ative principle, which can do, not only 

what any finite being or creature can do, but what all 
deings Joined together can do'z nay, more and greater 
things than they all can do, 
3. A perfe&t aQtive principle, to which nothing can 
ake any conſiderable, much leſs effeQtual. refiſtance, 
hich can check and countermand at pleaſure, and carry 
lown before it, and annihilate all other powers that we 
an imagine beſides this; becauſe we cannot imagine 
ny other power, that is net derived from this, and 
ves not depend upon it. 


2 a moſt perfe&t manner, and can do all things at 
nce and in an inſtant, and that with eaſe, We can 
ut do one thing at once, and the greater and more con- 


nd we find it the harder and more difficult to be done ; 
tGop, to whoſe knowledge all things are preſent ar 


dce, and together, and the a&ts of whoſe will are as 


ck and perfe& as of his underſtanding, hath a power 
werable tg the perfettion of both ; and therefore it :s 
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4. A perfect aQtive principle, which can do all things. 


arable it is, the more time it will take us to do it, - 
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as eaſy to him to. do all things, as one thing ; at once, i 5. 
as ſucceſſively, and in time, For this is the privilege the v 
of an infinite ſpirit, that it does not only a& without {annot 
hands and material engines or inſtruments, as every ſpi- fe as | 
rit doth, but without motion trom one place to another, Wan im 
| becauſe he is every where, and fills all places ; he acts Wt; bu 
ver modum woluntatis,' as if his aftings were nothing elſe Mhan v 
but a willing that ſuch a thi ing be done, and ipſs fa& Wet th 
every thing is ſo, as he wills it ſhould be, and when he {Woo - 
wills it ſhould be; as if things did ſtart up into being, Wimits. 
or vaniſh out of being, as if they did break forth into MW Il, 
being, and ſculk again into nothing, and- undergo ſuch Wivine 


ber, 


changes, ad nutum woluntatis, at the beck of his will, Moit's 
And this is the moſt perfe& way of ating that can be-Mhe ex 
imagined, which the ſcripture ſeems to expreſs to us filling 
when it repreſents' GoD' as making things by his word, Wor the 
vpholding all things by the word of hrs power, 2s if he hn pu 
did but ſpeak the word, and ſay, Let ſuch a thing be, and iid to 
7t was fo'; as if there were nothing more required to the Wccord;; 
doing of any thing, but an expreſs at of the divine will, ſilcly. 
which is al we can underſtand by Gop's ſpeaking, by As t 
his word, and voice, and ſaying, Let things be ; but the Wo do a 
leaft that it can Ggnify, is the quick and ſpeedy manner Whe nat 
of working, whereby God is able to do things in an in- IE Firſt 
ſtant, as ſoon as a word can be ſpoken, ower 1 

Aud as he can do all things at once, and in an in- hat 01 
ftant ; fo with eaſe, without any pain or laborious cn- one, \ 
deavour ; for what is it that can object any difhcul:y {Wccount 
to him ? At the firſt creation of things there was no- Workin 
thing to reſiſt him; and ſince the creation, there is|ſe ter: 
nothing but what was made by him, and conſequently Wd mu 
all whoſe power is derived from him, and depends up-i! is cc 
on him, and is ſubje&' to him, and being finite andoſed t 
Jimited, is infinitely unequal* to the: infinite power of Wnagine 
GoD ; ſo that we may imagine the-divine power would 2d not 
paſs through all the reſiſtance that all created power canWing tc 
make, and all the difficulties it can obje& to it, witiFothing 


nd to x 


more eaſe than a bullet paſſeth through the thin air ; or 
VN £qu 


x Man would paſs through a net of cobweb, 4 
OE EVE, "0 nn OE. bel £2 ET *E BR. on ; & \ 
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5, The moſt perfe&t ative principle we can imagine, 
he utmoſt bounds and limits of whoſe perfeCtion we 
annot imagine, that is, when we have imagined it to 
e as perfe&t, and to at in as perfe&t a manner as we 
an imagine, yet we have not reached the perfeCftion of 
t; but after all this, that it can do many things more 
han we can imagine, and in a manner much more per- 
e& than we can imagine. Þ This is the omnipotence of 
0D as to the principle, which hath no bounds and 
imits, And, - 

Il, As to the exerciſe of it, it is only limited by the 


livine will and wiſdom. The divine will determines it - 


0 it's exerciſe, the divine wiſdom direts, and regulates 
he exerciſe of it 3 that is, Gop exerciſeth his power 
1llingly, and rot by neceſſity, and in ſuch manner, 
or the producing ſuch effe&ts, and in order to ſuch ends 
ind purpoſes, as ſeem beſt to his wiſdom. Hence he is 
ad 70 at&t all things according to his good pleaſure, and 
Kcordining ts the counſel of b:s will, that is, freely and 
mely. | 

As to the extent of this power, I ſaid it was an ability 
odo all things that are conſiſtent with itſelf, and with 
he nature and perfeCtion of Gop. 

Firſt, that are conſiſtent with itſelf, that is, with a 
ower to do all things, It is a contradiCtion to imagine, 
hat omnipotence can do that, which, if it could be 
lone, would render all power infignjficant, Upon this 
count, the Givine power 1s not ſaid to extend to the 
orking of any thing which implies a contradiction, and 
ae terms whereof ſpeak a repugnancy to one another, 
ad mutually deſtroy one another, and the doing where- 
f is contrary to the nature of the thing which is ſup- 
ofed to be done, that is, is nonſenſ?, and cannot be 
agined to be, For example, that a thing ſhould be, 


nd not be at the ſame time. For a power to make a 


ng to be, fo as it thould not be while it is, fignifies 
othing 3 becauſe ſnch a being as is not, is nothing ; 
nd to make ſuch a being, would be to do nothing, and 
nſequently ſuch a power would ſignify nothing. So 


likewiſe. 
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likewiſe we cannot ſay, that the divine power can cauſe, 


' that the ſame thing ſhould be made and not be made, WM wv 
' that that which hath been, ſhould not have been ; for 


the power which makes a thing ſo as that it was not at 
made, and cauſeth a thing to have been, ſo, as that it <6 
hath not been, does nothing ; and conſequently is nl. 2. 
power, Nor can we ſay, that the divine power can mu 


effe& that any thing ſhould be made by itſelf, that is, M,,.. 
be the cauſe of it's own being 3 for that would be tofl..... 
cauſe that a thing ſhould be before it is, that is, be Mj;..c. 
when it is not, which ſignifies nothing. We cannot ſay 


bp be 17: 
that the divine power can effe&t, that twice two ſhouldMl,..; 
| this 
not make four ; for that would be to cauſe that thing. 
3 


ſhould not be what they are, if they be at all, which 
1s to cauſe that things ſhould be and not be at all, when es 
they are, which amounts to nothing. | 

We cannot ſay, the divine power can make a ſound 
to be ſeen, and colour to be heard ; for that would be 
to make colour and ſound all one, that is, things that 
differ, to be the ſame while they differ, which 1s to 
make colour and ſound not to be colour and found while 
they are ſo, which is to do. nothing, and conſequently 
argues no power, 

We cannot ſay, the divine power can make that 
which is intrinſically and effentially good to be evil; 
and on the contrary : or that which is neceſſarily true 
to be falſe; and on the contrary, For to make thit 
which is intrinſically and effentially good to be evil 
is to make that which is always good to be ſome- 
times evil, that is, to be evil whitit it is good, thit 


is to make good and evil all one 3 which is to brin "Þ, 
two things together, which. fo ſoon as they do exilſW...:. 
deſtroy one another, which is to no purpoſe, becault,;; 1 
It is- to do juſt nothing z and there is the ſame reaſon o-4,, 
true and falſe, ori; 

We cannot ſay, that the power of Gow can cauſe 7 
that the ſame thing ſhould be hot and cold, dead 2nig..a 


alive at the ſame time ; becauſe theſe deſtroy one anv- 
ther, and if they were both, neither of them would ts 
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ard ſo the effect we attribute to this power would be 
notaing. 
We cannot ſay, that the divine power can effect, 


that the ſame impreſſion ſhould 'give a thing two 


contrary motions, upward and downward at the ſame 
time 5 that the ſame body ſhould be in two contrary 
poſtures, in motion and at reft, and in ſeveral places, 
which are contradiftions of tranſubſtantiation - for, for 
the ſame body to be at the ſame tirme in two ſeveral! 
places, is to be limited and circumſcribed by each of 


theſe, that is, ſo to'be in each of them, as not to. 


be in the other, or in any other, ſo that if it be in 
this pl>ce, it is not in that, nor in any other beſides 
this; if it be in that place, it is not ia this, nor apy 
other beſides that 3 but if it be in two, it is both in 
this and in that, and therefore in_ neither of them, nor 
any where elſe ; ſo that a power to make a body to 
be in two places at once, is a power to make it to be 
0 where, that is, not to be at all, which js no power z 
nd there is the ſame reaſon of the ſame body's being in 
ontrary motion, or in motion and at reſt, or in two 
ontrary poſtures at the ſame time, 

So that by all theſe inſtances it appears, that a 
power to do any thing which implies a contradiQtion, 
znd 15 repugnant to the nature of things, ſignifies no- 
hing, and the ſuppoſed effe& cf it is only to bring 
rms together, which if they coujd be brought toge=- 


nd deſtroy one another, which would be vain and to 
to purpoſe, - 

1 have the more explicitly laid open theſe contra- 
IiQtions, with relation to the groſs doQtzine of tranſub- 
tantiation, in which all, or moſt of the contratitions 
hich I have mentioned are involved, I know they 
ifly deny, that theſe contraditions follow from that 
octrine, and uſe pitiful ſhifts to avoid them ; but be- 
g not able to fatisfy themſelves that way, if the 
orft ſhould come to the worſt, they can grant theſe 
ontradiftions, but then they fly to the power of Gov, 


ach | can Yo things which We call contradictions 3 : or 
| el © 
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ner, ſo ſoon as they meet, will mutually take away 
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elſe they fly; there are as many contradictions in the 
doQrine of the Trinity, which all Chriſtians believe, 
And thus they reproach chriſtianity to defend poupery ; 
and if they cannot perſuade men to be Papiſts, do what nab! 
they can to make them atheiſts, or at leaft, to hinder {W"8: 
them from being Chriſtians : but there is not ſo much {MW2no 
malice in this obje&ion, but there is as little ſtrength, M'e | 
Is it any contradiction, that the ſame thing ſhould be MW: 7 
three and one in ſeveral reſpeQts ? which is all that puld 
"the Scripture teacheth concerning the Trinity ; but ifs © 
men will undertake to explain this more particularly M''*7» 
than Gop thought fit to do, and do it in ſuch a man- vrds 
ner as.that they cannot free themſelves from contra- alon 
dition, let them look to it, the chriſtian religion iz nouſa 
not at all concerned in this, farther than to cenſure kink 
ſuch mens boldneſs and curioſity. | But 
; But againſt this exemption of things that imply afÞ* t! 
contradiCtion from the compaſs and extent of the divine Þ« 
power, there are. two objeftions which, are more con-W"* © 
fiderable, and deſerve to be- taken notice of, atrac 
I. We grant Goy's fore-knowledge of future events,M""ad 
which ſeem -to us to be impoſſible to be. fore-known ;M*P* 
now why may we not as well grant that Gop can dofW£e 2®3 
things which ſeem- to us impoſſible to be done by any" © 
other power, as fore-know things which it. is im- nſwe 
poſſible for any underſtanding to know ? For why” _ 
thould we pretend to know the utmoſt of what in-M *2 
finite power can do, any more than the utmoſt © de pc 
what infinite underſtanding can know ? real 
Anſ. I know no reaſon but that the argument ©. 
ſhould be granted; if there were an equal neceflity off © cl 


granting the poſſibility of thoſe things, which ſee in th 
to us impoſſible to be done, that there is of grantin EN 
IS, 


the poſſibility of fore- knowing future contingencies 
though they ſeem to us impoſſible to be known. We 
muſt grant the poſlibility of fore-knowing future con-ſf 
tingencies, becauſe the ſcripture, which we believe to be 

a divine revelation, expreſly tells us, that Gop dott. 
fore-know them, and gives us inſtances of it in ſeveri 
prophecies and prediftions, Now if any man can ſhes 


152, vor I 52. The power. of Gor. 333 


eas expreſs texts which ſay, that Gon can make a 


OY Jody to be, in two places at once, I will believe it, 
vpery ; ough I do not ſee how it 1s poſſible 3 becauſe it is rea- 
R wha anable I ſhould believe that infinite power can do many 
binder Mhings, the poſſibility of which my finite underſtanding 
much {Wuonot reach, Now whereas the Papiſts ſay, the ſcrip- 


reneth, "© hath ſaid that from which this neceffarily follows, 
ld be M't- 77's 15 my body ; this is not enough, unleſs they 
11 ther Wvld either prove, that it is neceſſary to underſtand all 
* but ieMets of ſcripture in a rigorous and ftridt propriety of the 
icularly without admitting of any trope or figure in the 
1 man. {24s ; which they do not pretend : or elſe ſhew a clear 
contra. (W202, why this ſhould be underſtood ſo, more than a 
houſand others 3 which they have not done, and I 


igion 13M: 
cenfare bink never can do, Bs 

But if it be farther argued ; if we grant in one caſe, 
imply af" thoſe things which ſeem to be contradiQions to us 
e divine) be poſiible, why not 1n all caſes ? Unleſs we had 
Yre con. {WÞ* certain way of diſtinguiſhing between ſeeming 
traditions and real ones. And if we grant all 
- events; traditions poſſible, then there is no reaſon to 
known ;M-"Pt theſe from the extent of the divine power z but 
can dof: ay ſafely ſay, that the divine power can make A 
e by anyſſſ "5 © be, and not to be at the ſame time, To this 
is im} ivr, | RY | 
"or why”: I do. not grant, that any thing, which ſcems to 
vhat in- 2 be a contradiction, ought to be granted by me 
tmoſt. 0 de poſlible, unleſs I have higher aſſurance and grea- 

reaſon to believe it to be poſſible, than I have to be- 
urgumentf” it to be a contradiction z for exaraple, ſpppoſe it 
ceflity offf© clearly revealed in ſcripture, that two bodies may 
ich ſeemſ$'2 the fame place and at the ſame time (which js 
' granting” 297 20y thing like it) then having a revelation 
1Ngencies this, and no revelation that it is not a contradiction, 


ave higher aſſurance and greater reaſon to believe it 


Wn. We aka? R 16M” h : 
ble, than that it js a contradiction 3 and conſe- 


ture COns : p . . o . 

WOW ntly I have reaſon to believe it is no contradiQion, 
05 doth} at from thence it would not follow, that the 
Rs e thing may be, and not be at the ſame time: but - 


can {hv 


ugh in caſe of divine revelation, I may believe that 
| kd 
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thing may be and not be, then a. divine revelation 
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to be no contradition, which ſeems to me to be ; 
contradiCtion ; yet 'I am not without great necefiit 
and clear evidence to offer violence to reaſon, and af, 
front the faculty of underſtanding which God hat 
endowed me withal, by entertaining any thing whic 
ſeems to me to be a contradiftion 5 which the Pai 
do in the buſineſs of tranſubſtantiation, without an 
evidence of revelation, and conſequently without ne 


2, But if this were revealed in ſcripture, that thi 
ſame thing may be and not be at the ſame time, Miate: 
could have no reaſon to believe that, becauſe I coul 
have no aſlurance, if that were 'true, that the ſcrip 
tures were a divine revelation, or that it were to þ 
believed if it were ; for if it were true, that the ſam 


may be no divine revelation, and when I am bound t 
believe a thing, I may be bound at the ſame time no 
to believe it, and ſo all things would fall into uncertain 
ry, and the foundation, of all aſſurance, and of : 
duty and obedience, both of faith and praCtice, wou! 
be taken away, 

The 24 objeCtion is from the power of creatio 
which is generally acknowledged to be a makin 
of ſomething out of nothing ; ' now ſay the objec 
tors, this ſeems as palpable a contradiQtion as any thin 
elſe, | 

Anſw, To us indeed, who converſe with materi: 
things, and never faw any thing made, but out « 
pre-exiſtent matter, it is very hard to conceive ho 
any thing ſhould be created, that is produced out ( 
nothing : but every thing that is ſtrange is not a co 
tradition. It is ſtrange to us, and hard to conceiva 
that there ſhould be ſuch a thing as a ſpirit, wiatrar 
never ſaw, nor can ſee any thing but matter ; 2: 
yet we grant there are ſpirits. It is hard to us wer, 
conceive how any thing ſhould be made, but ovt ( 
matter ; and yet ſpirit, if it were made of any thi 
pre-exiſtent, cannot be made of matter: but if we 


attend to thuſe common diQates of reaſon, which eve! 


der. I 52. | The power of God: 335 


mo 
to be Moan, whether he will or no, muſt aſſent to, we may 
necefitMefly vnderftand creation to be poſſible, and free from 


and afMcontradiction, For the clearing of this, I will proceed 
\D haiito theſe fteps, ' 7 

; which, 1+ The true notion of creation is the bringing of ſome-= 
> Papiſthing into being, which before had no being at all ; for 


the phraſe of making ſomething out of nothing, or out 
of 10 pre-exiſtent matter, does miſlead our underſtand- 
ing into odd conceits, as if nothing coyld be the material 
naſe bo ſomething, or; as if nothing could be what is 
material, | | 


out an 
out ne 


that- th 


time * I...” | 
: 1 cou]. -2+ Every one muſt grant, that ſomething is; for we ! 
he ſcripW** that things are, however they came to be. bi! V's 
re to bl 3- Every one. muft grant, that ſomething is of | gl 
the ſamWtiiclf, whether matter, or that being which we call Wall Wh 
evelationſo0 >. MX :1 | BUY | 


4. Every one myſt grant, that that which was of 100 
ix) was always 3 for nothing can begin to be of Hh 
le f, | : | [ 
5. It is much more eaſy to conceive how a thing, rl 

im 


bound t 
time no 
ncertain 
1d of 4 


ce, woulg'at once was not, might ſometimes be brought into 1 

ins by another, than how a thing ſhould be always #10 1p 
creationt itteif 5 for that which once was not is ſuppoſed to ok | ij 
x makinſWave fomething before it,, by which it might be made 11 
he objecWnough not out of which it was made ; but that which WILK 
any thin always neither- had nor could have any thing 146 

y which, or out of which it could be made. And why Wes | 
1 mater Fnnot a thing come into being, when there was nothing tif | i 
at out (fiore it, out of which it was made, as well as a thing Ls! | 
ceive hofſſe always, when there could not be any thing before it, TH 
cd out Wait of which it ſhould be ? : a1 F | 
not a coÞ Secondly, I exempt thoſe things from the extent of NR0G 
 conceivifi omnipotence, which imply imperfe&ion, .which are if 
pirit, WiſRtrary to the nature and perfeCtion of GoD, both na- " 
atter ; 2WWral and moral imperfe&tions ; for theſe: alſo deſtroy by: 
| to us ver, becauſe they are not arguments of power, but ly if 
but out { impotence, Natural imperfections ; as to die, to: be 1120 
any th k, to be in want, to eat, to ſleep, to forget, &c, 


if we V oral imperſetions, thoſe which contradi& the holi- 
which ev" of Gop, as fin and vice, or to compel any to fin 3 
ol Voru, Vil, F F. - WI 
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which contradif&t his goodneſs, as to be cruel ; which Ml 6p! 
contradiCt his truth, as to lie; to deceive, to break his MI bee! 
promiſe, to deny himſelf ; Tit. i, 2. 2 Tim, ii, TN Kg 
Jam. i. 13. he is ſaid to be awtipar©» naxy,; contrary ordi 
to the conftancy and immutability' of his nature, as to Ml 02t© 
charge his decree, to repent ;z contrary to juſtice and Ml 3P0! 
equity, as for ever to ſpare and to pardon obitinate fin. the 
ners, eternally to puniſh innocent and good men ; forMl ®7Ev 
theſe are moral imperfections, and contradict the holi. WM 220! 
neſs, and truth, and goodneſs, and juſtice, and immu. MW fure 
tability of the divine nature ; and that diQinRion he. MW" ' 
teen Gor's abſolate and ordinate power, that js, that g*4% 


Gop hath an abſolute power of doing ſome things, whichW 2- 
yet upon ſe£picion of his deeree, or promiſe, or good. W#* in 
neſs, or juſtice, be cannot do, is vain and frivolons, un. 41. 
leſs men mean by 1t only this, that ſome things, whichMW*! e 
argue an imperfection, do not imply a contradiction, ſtrat 
which 1s mofſt true, but both thele are abtolutely and lation 
equally impoſſible to Gop, I proceed to the to et 
Second thing I propoſed, that this perfection b:Jong woul: 
to Gon ; and this I ſhall ſkew, * ture 
i. From the diQates of natural light. bo fi 
I. From the ſcripture, or divine revelation. 0 pe 
I. From the dictares of natural light. This wagWvouid 


one of the moſt utual titles which the heathens gaveſſWpon 
i» their ſupreme deity, optimus maximus 3 next tolif orld 
his goodaeſs they placed his greatneſs, which doe} 3- 
chiefly appear in his power ; . and they did not onrlyPvay 
aftribute a great power to him but an Om Niporence 02 © 
N:hil off quod Deus efficere non poreft, faith "Tu))v daeents 


Div. Now their natural reaſon did convince them ould 


that this perfe&tion did. belong to Goo by theſe chredÞ? Im! 
arguments, | i Go 
1. From thoſe two great inftances and expreſſions ofÞity t 


and, 
ECUrit 
S$ POW 
able 
but he 


lake 


his power, creation and providence ; for the heathen 
did generally acknowledge the making of the world, nd 
the preſervation and government of it, to be the oiled 
cf power, determined by goodneſs, and regulated b 
wiidom. Hence they gave thoſe titles to Goo9 of 
otifex rerum: and ridtur miund!, 1 fay generally, I © 

| Jay 


g 
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which I «pt Ariſtotle, who ſuppoſed the world not to have 
\k his Wl been made, but to have been from eternity 5 and Epi- 
it, 13, WW £2095 with his followers, who aſcribed the regular and 
ntrary ordinary frame of nature to a happy caſualty and fortu- 

as to Wl 02te courſe of atoms ; but generally the wiſer did look 
ce and vp02 the vaſt frame of nature, this Bately fabrick of 
\te fin. Ml the world, and the upholding and preſerving of it, as am 
n : forfſf veument of a divine and inviſible power, And 19 the 
\e holi. Wl apoſtle tells us, Rom. 1. 20. that by the hght of na- 
immu. Ml ures the rnvrfible things of God «were clearly ſeen by 


10n be- 


is, thar 6edcad. 
ice 2 Becauſe all other perfetiogs without this would 
(7 nood- be infignificant and inefeRual, or elſe could not be ar 


ans. in. Without this goodneſs would be any empty piece 
* vkichMof good meaning, and not able to give any demon- 
-4i600 Mfration of itſelf ; knowledge would -be an idle ſpecu- 
itely and lation 3 and wiſdom to contrive things, without power 
to effect them, would be an endleſs thing. There 
would be no ſuch thing as juſtice, if the divine na- 
ture were without a power to reward and puniſh ; 

0 ſuch thing as faithfulneſs, if he had not a power 
to perform what he promiſes ; no providence, for it 
ould be in vain for him that hath no power to take 


upon him to govern and intermeddle in the affairs of the 
world, 


1 b-{1ons 


Chis wi 
hens gave 


ext t9 
hich tet 3. Without: this there could be no religion, Take 
not ouwWvay the power of Gop, and there can be no foundz- 
niporenc oa of faith and truſt, no reaſon for fear ; all argu- 
'C.a1ly deffoents from hope and fear would be taken away ; we 
co themWould not expect any good, nor fear any harm from 


nt impotent being that could do nothing. The ſanRion 
tf Gop's laws would be taken away, To give autho- 
ty to laws, there mut not only be a right to com- 
and, but power to back thoſe commands z 3 the grand 
<urity and laſt reſort of all government and authority 
s power 3 James iv. 12, There 1s one law-giver, who 

able to of and to defiray, None can be a law-giver, 
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338 The power of God. Ser. 152, 
Men would not pray to Gop, nor make any addreſs to 
him, if they did not believe he were able to ſupply their 
wants, and relieve them in their ſtraits z Nec 7 bunt 
Furorem omnes mortales conſenſifſent alloquendi* ſurda nu- 
mina & inefficaces, deos, Sen. There would be no en. 
couragement for men to ſerve Gov, if they did not be. 
lieve that he were able to reward them, and bring them 
to happineſs, and to defend them againſt all the enemies 
of their welfare, fo that it ſhould not be in the power 
of the moſt gnalicicus ſpirits to hinder them of their 
Happineſs, | | 

I. From ſcripture or divine revelation. In pro- 
ducing texts to this purpoſe, 1 will proceed by theſe 
eps. | 

x: Take notice of thoſe which in genera] aſcribe 
power, and might, and ſtrength to Gop, Pal. wxiy, 
8, The LorD ftrong and mighty,” $9 gert evith foacer ; 
the mighty GoDp ; thine 13 the greatneſs and the poaver 
thine 1s the kingdom, and the power and the picry, 
Of the ſame nature .are thoſe places which ea]! uper 
all creatures to aſcribe this. to Gop ; Grove unto th 
LoxD, ye mighty, give unto the LorD glory ar: 
ſtrength. - £38 0 ' | 

2. Thoſe which aſcribe this to Gop in an eminent 
degree, Job ix. 4. He 1s mighty 4n ſtrength ; excellen 
in power, who 1s like unto him? The Lorp Febovab! 
everlaſting ſtrength. F: 


3. Thoſe texts which aſcribe ſuch a power as tran' 


cends any human or created power, Such as thol 
which expreſs all the power which men have to bt 


derived from God ; John xix. 11, © Thou couldeſt hai 


70 power at all, except it were given thee from abwit 


And thofe which advance the power of Gop above thif 


power of men ;z Luke wvui. 27. The things which ar 
impoſſible with men, are poſſible -wwith Gov ; be 15 abi 
to do exceeding abundantly atove all that we can 4 
er chink, Eph. 111, 20. 2 Chron. xx. 6, Job ix. 
According to his mighty power, whereby he is ab:: 
frbdue all things to bimjelf, Phil, itt, 2x. Dan, ! 
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to him, and nothing difkcult ; There 7s nothing tos hard 
for thee, Jer, xxx. 17. 2 Chron, xiv. 11. 1 Sam. 
xiv, 6, | | 

4. Thoſe which aſcribe all power to him, by the 
titles of almighty, all-ſufficient, Gen, xvii., x. Rev. 
iv, 3, II. XV, J- xVi. 7. xix, 26. Job xlii, 2, Thou 
canft do all things, Matth, xix, 6, Mark xx, 27. 
Luke 1. 37. | 

I have diſpatched what J propgſed upon this argu- 
_ give me leave to apply all in the following parti- 
culars, 

Uſe. Firſt, the conſideration of Gop*'s oranipotence 
my cauſe terror to wicked men, All this power which 
I have deſcribed, or rather, which 1s great that I can- 
ot deſcriye it, 15 engaged againſt finners ; Hrs pozver 
nd bis worath 1s againſt all that forſake him, Ezra viii, 
22. And who knows what thoſe words ſignify, Pſal. 
ic, 11. Who knoweth the potuer of thine anger ® As 
s thy fear, ſo is thy qprath. There is no- paſſion 
2 the heart of man more infinite than our fear, it 
oubles us with jealouſy and ſuſpicion of the utmoft 
hat may happen ; but when we have extended cur 
ars to the utmef?, the power of Goy's wrath reacheth 
brther. Whenever we fin, we challenge the Almigh- 
y, and dare infinite power to do it's worſt to us; Job 
v, 25, ſpeaking of the wicked man, He ftretcheth out 
s band againſt Gon, and flrengthcreth himſelf againſt 
e Almighty, Whom wilt thou fear, if not him who 
In make thee extremely happy or miſerable for ever ? 
ill ys provoke the LORD to jealouſy ? are ye ftronger 
an be ? Becauſe he doth nothing againſt thee for the 
elent, thinkeſt thou he can do nothing ? Nah. i. 3. 
ets ſlow ts anger, and great in power, and vill not 


« <ohich aft the wicked, There is a day coming, when zbe 
- be is af" of man ſhall come in the clouds of heaven, with power 
We Can oY d great joy, 


Secondly, The conſideration of Goy's: omnipotence 


he tis a#:: puld check the pride and vain confidence of men. 


at have we to be proud of ? What have ve that We 


| equally calc 1 rice tnied & Where then 1s cauſe of boaſtirg ? 
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340 The power of GoH. Ser. 152, We 
Who may glory in his fight 9 Thoſe that have the grea- IW Go 
teſt power ſhould remember whence it js derived, and IM and 
render back the glory of it to the fountain of it, Ptal, Muir 
xXix. 1, Grwve unto the LoxD glory and ſtrength, O ye pow 
mighty, give unto the LoRD glory and ſtrength, Solike- WM n,yſ 
wite it ſhould take men off from relying upon their own MWyji, 
Krength, which at the beſt is but a» arm of fb, as My o 
the ſcripture ca]ls it, for the weakneſs of it, Do we not I 
ſee, that many times zhe vatrtle zs not to the firong ? Wnult 
That things are not done by might ard pozucr, but by che Wand 

ſpirit of the Logp., Whea he appears againſt the moſt Myifef 


. potent, their hearts melts wwithin them, and there 1s n» jt; | 


more ſpirit left in them, as it is ſaid of the mighty inhs- Mhis 0: 
bitants of Canaan, Joſh. v. r. A; 

Thirdly, We ſhould make this -omnipotence of Cov Win all 
the obje&t of our truſt and confidence, This 1s the Miivin, 
moſt proper uſe we can make of this doCtrine, as Dau nd | 


_ does in this Pfalm 3 and this was uſed for a form «f mes 


bleſſing the people in the name of Gop ; Plal. cxxxvi. 3. Mſtcrer 
The LoRD that made heaven and earth, bleſs thee, Anihrig 
David, when he magnifies Gon's deliverance of 5h; :w; 
people from the multitude of their enemies, reſo] ves 't 
into this, cwr help fandeth in the name of the Lov, #9 


example of faith encourage and ſupport his confidence in 
God in a very difficult trial 5 he ſtaggered not at it, be- & 
cauſe be believed Gop, vhs guickeneth the dead, er \ 
calleth theſe things that be not, as though they wore: 
therefore againſt hope he beliewed in hope, Rom. iv. 17, 
This gives lite to all our devotion, to be perſuaded tha 
GoD zs able to do for us exceedingly abvye qohat wi £38 
aſk or think, and that his 7s the kingdom, the power an 
tbe glory, Y | 

I ſhall only caution two things, as to our reliance ©! 
the power of Gop. | 

I, Labour to be ſuch perſons, to whom Gon hat 
promiſed that he will engage and employ his omnipotenc 
for their good, If we hope for any good from the A: 
mighty, we muſt evalk before him, and bc perfe, 25 
fud to Abrabam, Good men have a peculiar intereſt: 
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Ser. 152. The power of Gop. 246". 
GoD's power z hence he is called the ftrength of Iſrael, 
and the mighty one of Iſrael. If we do what Gov re- 
quires of us, we may expeQ that he will put forth his 
pewer, and exert his arm for us ; but if we diſobey, we . 
muſt expect he will manifeſt his power againſt us, Ez. 
vii, 22. When. we do wvell, we may commit the keeping 
of our ſouls to him, 1 Pet. iv. 19. 

II, Our expefations from the omnipotence of Gon 
muſt be with ſubmiſſion to his pleaſure, and goodneſs, 
and wiſdom 3 we muſt not expe& that Gov will ma- 
nifeſt his power, when we think there is occaſion for 
itz but when it ſeems beſt to him, he will ſo employ 
his omnipotence, as to manifeſt his goodneſs and wiſdom, 

And with theſe two cautions, we may rely upon him 
n all our wants, both ſpiritual and temporal ; for his 
livine power can give us all things that pertain to life 
and godlineſs; 2 Pet. i. 3. We may truſt him at all 
times, for the omnipotent GoD neither ſlumberech nor 
epeth 3 the Almighty fainteth not, neither is he <veary : 
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ruſt ye in the LorD for ever, for in the Log Fehovab 
; everlaſting ſtrength. | 
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SERMON CLII. 


The ſpirituality of the divine nature. 


IS 


0D 75 @ ſpirit, and they that worſhip him, muſt wor- 100 


781 
HESE are the words of our Saviour to a 
the woman of Samaria, who was ſpeaking to | |! 
or the diflerence between the Samarztans and the | 


b 
Jew [| 
[i] 


JOHN IV. 24, 


_ ſhip him in ſpirit and in truth, SHELL 


q £ 


mm ea 


342 The ſpirituality of Ser. 151 
Jews concerning religion ; ver. 20, Our fathers wr. 
Shipped in this mountain ; but ye ſay, that in Feruſalzm 
18s the place wwhere men 6ught. to worſhip, CuR15T tell 
her, the time vas coming, when the wor ſhippers »f Goy 
ſpould neither be confined to that mountain, nor to Feruſa. 
lem ; but men ſhould wvorſhip the father in ſpirit and in 
truth ; when this carnal, and ceremonial, and typicll 
worſhip of Gop ſhould be exalted into a more ſpiritual, 
a more real, and true, and ſubſtantial religion, which 
ſhould not be confined to one temple, but ſhould be 
univerſally diffuſed through the world. ' Now ſuch : 
worſhip as this is moſt agreeable to the nature of Gov; 
for he is a ſpirit, and thoſe who wverſhip him, muſt wor. 
foip him in ſpirit andin truth. In the words we have, 
Firſt, A propoſition laid down, Gop ts a ſpirit, 
Secondly, A corollary, or inference, deduced fron 
it, they that worſhip him, muſt vor ſhip him in ſpini 
and in truth, 1 ſhall ſpeak of the propoſition, as tht 
which concerns my preſent deſign ; and afterward ſpeak 
ſomething to the corollary, or inference, deduced fron 
it, together wita ſome other inferences drawn from this 
truth, by way of application. I Fu 
Firſt, That God ts a ſpirit. This expreſſion 15 ſingu 
lar, and not to be parallelled again in the ſcripture ; in 
deed we have often mention made in the ſcripture, of 
ſpirit of Gov, and the ſpirit of the Log, which figtt 
fies a divine power and energy ; and of the bcly /p:r 
ſignifying the third perſon in the Trinity ; Gop is cal!'s 
the Gop of the ſpirits of all flej} ; Num. xvi. 22, xxv! 
16. much in the ſame ſenſe, as he is called the father : 
ſpirits, Heb, xii, 9, that is, the creator of the ſouls 0 


men ; but we no where meet with this expreſſion, 0 


any other equivalent to it, that God 7s a ſpirit, but on 
ly in this place ; nor had it been uſed here, but to prove 


that the beſt worſhip of Gop, which is moſt proper t 


him, is ſpiritual : ſo that the thing which our Sa viou 
here intends, is not to prove the ſpiritual nature of Go" 
but that his worthip ought to be ſpiritual 3 nor indeed! 
there any neceſſity that it ſhould have been any whe! 
aid in ſcripture, that Goa 7; a ſpirit, it being the natu 
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the divine nature. 


al ; al notion of a God ; :no more than it is neceſſary that 
tell t ſhould be told us, that Gov is good, or that he is in- 
Go nite, and eterna]}, and the like ; or that the ſcripture 
ie hould prove tv us the being of a Gop. All theſe are 
nd. anifeft by the light of natyre, and if the ſcripture men- 
wi ons them, it is ex abundanti, and it is uſually 1 in order 
Ty ſome farther purpoſe, 
hict mo we are to know, that the ſcrioture ſuppoſeth us 
11d hel OE EN, and to partake of the common notions of hu- 
ch 42 ature, and therefore doth not teach us philoſophy, 
- jor ſolicitouſly inſtru us in thoſe things which are 
cv ” with us ; but ſuppoſeth the knowledge. of theſe, 
Foy p none uſe of theſe 27 IN principles and notions 
Mich are 1N u$S CONCernin 
, { our ſouls, and_ the life t jos Trp ha got 
- road Ry _ Ute to .come, fo excite us to our 
, ſpin ity, and quicken our endeavours after happineſs, For 
hd ule wo find, that the doftrine of the immortality of the 
4 ſpeck :! is any where expreſly « delivered 1n ſcripture, but ta-. 
4 roll” tor granted ; jn like manner, that .the ſcripture doth, 
5 t ſolicitouſly inftruEt us in the natural notions which, 
- e have of Gop, but ſuppoſeth them to be known to- 
« Cir ; and if we mention them, It is not ſo much in order 
el \ knowledge as to praftice ; and therefor? we need not 
4 JF eneer, that this expreſſion, which doth fet forth to us. 
h Gigs te nature of God, is but once uſed in ſcripture, and 
tl /s + brought in upon occaſion, and for another purpoſe, 
ery cauſe it is a thing naturally known, - Plato ſays, that 
_ is ezzwal©®-, without body. In like manner Tully, 
father 2: enimDeus ipſe qui intelligitur & nobis alio modo intelli-. 
gun peteff, nift mens queedam , foluta & libera, ſegregata ab 
Mon of” fn" etione mortaii 3 we cannot conceive of Gon, but. 
"but on of a pure mind, entirely free from all mortal compeſition 
us. ag BY And Plutarch, after him, yBc By 6 Secs 
proper ti _ BY , Telice T0 apuiyts Warn; VAng, FR: 
Gd vumemAIuiry, Gor 1s a mind, an abſtract be- 
"of Gor? 27 from all matter, and diff ntangled from whatever 
Graf i”, paſf:ble, or capable of ſuffering. 
ny. whe! So that natural light informing us that-God is a ſpi- 
ih nth Voadig was no need why the ſcripture ſhould inculcate 
MF: it is ap excellent medium or argument, to prove 
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T4at the worſhip of Gop ſhould chiefly be ſpiritual ; aud 
although it was not neceſſary that it ſhould haye been 
mentioned for itſelf, that is, to inform vs of a thing 
which we could not otherwiſe know, yet the wiſdom of 
Gov, by the expreſs mention of this, ſeems to have pro. 
vided againſt an error, which ſome weaker and grofler 
ſpirits might be ſubje&t to. You know God is pleaſed, 
by way of condeſcenfion and accommedation of himſelf 
to our capacity, to repreſent himſelf to us in ſcripture by 
human imperfe&tions, and gives ſuch deſcriptions of him. 
Jelf as if he had a body, and bodily members ; now, t» 
prevent any error or miſtake that might be occaſioned 
hereby, it ſeems very becoming the wiſdom of Gov, 
| ſomewhere in ſcripture. expreſly to declare the ſpiritual 
nature of Gop, that none, through weakneſs or wilful- 
neſs, might entertain groſs apprehenfhons of him. [ 
dpealcing to this propoſition, I ſhall, 
* TI. Explain what is meant by a ſpirit, 
IT. Endeavour to prove to you, that Gop is a ſpirit, 
TH. Anſwer an objeRtion or two, 


IV. Draw ſome inferences or corollaries from thi WP, 
whole, tte 


I. For the explication of the notion of a ſpirit. ka! 
fhall not trouble you with the ftri&t philoſophical notiadile. © 
of it, as that it is ſuch a ſubſtance as is penetrable, tka ans 
is, may be in the ſame place with a body, and neithe We 
xeep out the body, nor be kept out by it ; and that ta Ks 
parts which we imagine in it cannot be divided, that Wy... 
1cally ſeparated and torn from one another, as the part * 
of a body ; but I will give you a negative defcription oF -. . 


RS ſpirit | is not matter, it doth not fall under any 0 
our ſenſes, it is that which we cannot ſee nor touch; WW, 1 
1s not a bedy, not fleſh, and blood, and bones ; for ſo 

find it in ſcripture oppoſed to fleſh and body ; Iſa. xxx!. 
Their horſes are fleſh, and not ſpirit, So Luke : xxiv, whah:. 
CHR1sT appeared to his difciples after his reſurreQio 
they were terrified, and ſuppoſed it had been a ſpirit, v: 
39. But he ſaid, Bebeld my hands and my fect, th, xt. 
i myſelf ; bandl- me, and ſee, for a ſpirit bath not 
and bones, as Jy foe me have, The moſt uſual deſcripti 


if 
Y1e 


—_— O_o 9 
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; aud of 2 ſpirit is by theſe negatives, it is wot 2 body, bath 


been Wl not fleſh ang bones, doth not confiſt of matter, or of any 
thing Wthing that falls under our ſenſes, that we can ſee or touch, 
om of II. For the proof of this propoſition, that Gop rs a 
© Pr0- Write, This 15 not to be proved by way of demonftrati- 
her m; for there is nothing before Gon, or which can he 
leaſed, 


cauſe of him ; but by way of conviction, by ſhewing 


himſelf Wl. abſurdity of the contrary, The firſt and moſt 'natu- 
ture Oy 1 notion that we have of Go, is, that he is a being 
of hin- rery way perfect ; and from this notion we muſt argue 
10, '"eroncerning the properties which are attributed to Gov, 
_ yd govern all our reaſonings concerning Gop by this ; 
f Gov, 


dthat when any thing is ſaid of Gop, the beſt way ro 
mw whether it be to be attributed to him, is to en- 
wre whether 1t be a perfection or not ; if it he, it be- 
;gs to him ;; if it be not, 1t is to be removed fron 
im; and if any man aſk, why I fay, God is fo, or 15, 
. . Whirit, or good, or juſt ? the beſt reaſon that can be giver 
a ſpirit. W 1-cauſe thee are perfeions, and the contrary to the'c 
: imperfeCtions. So that if I ſhew, that it would be on 
perfeftion for God to be imagined to be a body, or 
tter, I prove that he is a ſpirit, becauſe it is an im- 


ſpiritual 


r Wilful- 


um. 


from tb 


> ; ., 
* - 
. 4 
p \ 
: if } 
; þ, z 
, 0 
: > " 
: - - J 3, 
Bm 7: 4 
_ 
' tr 
4 
= 
d . 
Y - | 
: £ 
x % "© 
4 [1 
t 
: Ll *] 
4 > | 
: Y 
: 
[1 : 
: ; | 
; 
if 
! F 
: iT . 
23. 
j l 
: - 
FE) 
i 
? 
is R 
, : 4 
: [ d 
67 
i 2 i 
bs 2 + 
% 
4 - 
pt 
fy 
d > 2J 
. v F 
. ﬀ l 4 
J , x8 1 
. yz p 
3... 
v 
bs. , 
: : 
T3 
CY l 
= 
/ : 
4 I; 
* 7 : x 
* 1k o : , 
kf 
| 
| : 7 
: 
L / 4 
; - Is 
£ : X 
i : 
8 *4: 
x p "1" 
4 14 ſt 
bf : 
| b 
% ” 
k 
” V 
6 3 » 
4 
'Þ 
* 3 G / 
re [) Ne l 
7 0 Ga 
; I i G 
*4 : «6 
| +2 
" P 
; > 
1 4 
*: 73 
; . 
35 Fs 
: 


[ 


ſpirit. Wie&ion, that is, an abſurdity to imagine him any thing 11 
ical not, Toy imagine GopD to be a body, or matter, durh "i 
able, thi dently contradi& four great perfections of Gov. ans 
nd nell i; His infinitencſs, or the immenſity of his being, \ | 
id that tit me but theſe two things, that there is Lomething Fil 
a, that 'Mihe world beſides God, ſome other matter, as the "18? 


a5 the part ens, the air, the earth, and all thoſe things which 
fcripti0l ſee ; and grant me, that two bodies cannot be in the 
nder a) he place at once, and then it will evidently follow, 
r touch 3 Mt wherever theſe are, God 1s ſhut out; and conie- 
; ; for ſo ntly Gop ſhould not be infinite, nor in all places ; 

Iſa. XX Wl ſo much as there is of another matter in the world 
> xiv. Wha: Gop, ſo many breaches there would be in the 4i- 


| »&Hof . ? 
reſurrect: nature, ſo many Hiarus's, 
a ſpiri'; \Þ. The knowledge and wiſdom of Gon. It cannot 


ect, 13l 1 Wimagined how mcer matter can underſtand, how it 


bath not j* Uſtinftly comprehend ſuch variety of obje&ts, and at 
al delcriP0'W riew take in paſt, preſent, and to come, Tully, 
: ipeake 
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ſpeaking of ſpirits, ſaith, Arimorum nulla in terr:s origo 

 inwenirt poteſt ; their original cannot be found upon earth ; 
. For, ſaith he, there is no material or bedily thing, 9:9 
wim memorie, mentis, cogitationts habeat, quod & prate. 

_wita teneat, & futurg provideat, & comple&i pojjit pro 
ſentia 3 que ſola divina ſunt ; which" hath the power of 
memory, of underſtanding, of thought, which can retai 
things paſt, foreſee things future, and comprehend thing 
Preſent 3 all which powers are purely divine, 

3- Freedom and liberty. For the laws of matter 
neceflary, nor can we imagine any auTeZgcy, any arbi 
trary principle in it. This puzzled the Epicureans, 
we ſee in Lucretius, For if (ſays he) all things move þ 
certain and neceſſary lawvs, and there be a connexion © th 
parts of matter unto each other, fo that if you mow? this 
that muſt nece{}arily be moved 3 whence, ſaith he, ts /iber 
ty ? Unade eft bac inquam fatis avulſa woluntas ; Tuhend 
is this principle ef will, whoſe motions are not under a 
law of neceſſity, / | 

4. Goodneſs, This follows from the former'; for ! 
is not good who does not know what he does, nor 9 

_ It freely ; fo that take away underſtanding and libert 
and you take away goodneſs ; now take away from Uo 
infiniteneſs, and knowledge, and liberty, and goodnt 
and you diveſt him of his glory ; you take away his m 
eſlential perfeftions, So that theſe great abſurdities ic 
lowing from the ſuppoſing of Gop to be mere matter 
body, we are to conceive of him as another kind of {u 
Kance, that is, a ſpirt, So that I wonder. that the aut! 
of the Leviathan, who doth, (more than once, expre 
affirm, that there can be nothing in the world, but 

is material and corporeal, did not ſee, that the neceſi 
conſequence of this poſition is to baniſh Gop out ot y 
world. I would not be uncharitable, but, I doubt, 

did ſee it, and was content with the conſequence, i 
willing the world ſhould entertain it ; for it is fot 
dent, that by ſuppoſing the divine eſſence to confilt 

matter, the immenſity of the divine nature is taken 

way 3 and it is alſo fo utterly unimaginable, how n 
matter ſhould underſtand, and be endowed with lib 
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; i: and conſequently with goodneſs, that I cannot but vehe- 
"Yes mently fuſpe&t the man who denies Gop to be a ſpirit, 


either to have a groſs and faulty underſtanding, or a very 
jll-will againſt God, and an evil deſign to root out of the 
minds of men the belief of a Gon, 1 come in the 

IH, Place, to conſider the objeRions. 

1. Obj. Why then is Gop repreſented to us ſo often 
n ſcripture by the parts and members of mens bodies ? 
Anſ, I ſhall only ſay, at preſent, that all theſe deſcrip- 
tons and repreſentations of Gop are plainly made to 
cmply with our weakneſs, by way of condeſcenſion and 
xxcommodation to our capacities, 

2, Obj. How is it ſaid, that man was made after the 
mags of Gon, if God be a ſpirit, of which there can be 
1 hikeneſs nor reſemblance ? Anſ, Man is not faid to be 
made after the image of God, in reſpect of the outward 
hape and features of his body ; but in reſpe& of the 
eualities of his mind, as holineſs and righteouſneſs, or of 
bis faculties, as underſtanding and will ; or, which the 
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3 i text feems moſt to favour, in reſpect of his dominion and 
* 1 \iber bvereignty over the creatures ; for in the two former 
- oripects the angels are made ifter the image of Gop, 
ow ow this ſeems to be ſpoken peculiarly of men ; Gen, 
þ $000 ,26, Let us make man in our 01; image, after or ozon 
ay his ” lzeneſs, and let them hawe dominien over the fiſp of. tbe ſea, 
ardit:es 10 ind the forw?s of the air, &c. 
S rare” IV.. I come now to draw ſome inferences or corollaries 
ind 0 Mom hence, and they ſhall be partly ſpeculative, partly 
; the -— WraQtical. 
ce, Cxpr as ſpeculative inferences, 
Id, but n - That Gop 1s inviſible, 'The proper objeft of ſight 
he nece!! Srivy and that ariſeth from the various Mfpofition 
p out of the parts of matter which cauſe ſeveral refleftions' of 
1 doubt, ght 3 now a ſpirit hath no parts nor matter, and there- 
equenc” Wire is inviſible; x Tim. i. 17. Unto the eternal. IMMOr - 
r it 3s mn , inviſible, the only wiſe Gop, Heb. x1..27, He en- 
to confi red, as ſeeing him avhbo ts inviſible 3 as ſeving him by 
is taken eye of faith, who is inviſible by an eye of ſenſe. 1 Tim. 
e, hoW "ih 16. 3/hom no man hath ſeen, nor can ſee, 

with UE When Moſes and the elders of Ifracl arc ſaid to have 
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feen Go 7, and Jacob to have ſren þim face to face, Excd, MW and 


11. 0. Gen, xxxii. $0. it is meant of an angel covered with to C 
divine glory and majefty, as we fhall fee if we compareſſW] ing 
theſe with other texts. When Moles is ſaid to have jpo.fifl the 
ker to bim face to face, that is, familiarly 3 and fo Mi. be p 
caiah, 1 Kings xxii. 19. is ſaid to have feen Gor »/cliff fore 
bis throne, and all Iſrael ſcattered up ard down ; this waſh 2. 
in 2 vihon., And it 1s promiled, that in heaven we ſhallfiff by a 


ſes Gov, that is, have a more perfe&t knowledge offfff s a, 
him, and fu!! enjoyment ; as to ſee gord days, is to en. corpe 
. joy them. Thoſe texts where 1t is ſaid, No man car jo ony t 
Gov and we, Exod. xxxii. 20, and John i. 138, No nur in 
bath feen GoDp at any time, do not intimate, that Go vfff| wate 
3s vibe, though we cannot ſee him 3 but ſeeing is meMY the 


taphorically uſed for knowing, and the meaning is, thai there 
in this fe we are not capable of a pertect knowledge off To 7 
Gov. A clear diſcovery of Gop to our underſtandincompa 
would let in joys into our fouls, and create defires inF{natur 


us too great for frail mortality to bear, Rom, 
2. That he is che buving Gov, Spirit and life are offWho- 
ten put together in ſcripture, tbe pl 


2. That Gup is immortal. This the fcripture attiifie cors 
butes fo him, 2 Tim. i. 17, To the king inimortal,” inviWord c: 
Pble, 1 Tir. vi. 16. Whos only bath immortality, 'Ti\Mot ido 
alto flows from Govy's ſpirituality 3 a ſpiritual natuMto thi 
hath no principles of corruption in it, nothing that ſhowe\ 
h2ble to periſh, or decay, or die, Now this doth 16 «fie ho 


minently agree to Gop, either becaute he 1s purely ip:r\ſer toy 
taal, a:2d immateria), as poſſibly no creature is ; or eilexcuſe; 
becauſe he is not only in:mortal in his own nature, bot wi 
is not liable to he reduced to nothing by any other, b4vith 11 
rauſe he hath an original and independent immortality 5, 1 
nd therefore the apoſtle doth attribute it te him in (ucYſr-;7 , 
Ungular and peculiar manner, Who only hath mm: 01 tal:tWnd th 
Secondly, practical inferences. baly 1 

« We are not to conceive of Gop as having a bodYir ang 

- y corporeal] ſhape or members. "This was the profiuence, 

t of the Anthropomorphites of old, and ot {1c herefo: 

ns of late, which they ground upon the gro!: a 1, F 


terpretation of many figurative ſpeeches in «11 
rerning Gov, as where it ſpeaks of þis i-c 


mes 2 


Ls 


> 


c 
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Excd,W and hand, and arm, &c. But we are very unthankful 


d with to GoD, who deſcends to repreſent himſelf to us accord- 
>mpareſſſ ing to our capacities, if we abuſe this condeſcenſfion to 


ve ſp. the blemiſh and reproach of the divine nature, If Gop 
'o Mi. bs pleaſed to Roop to our weakneſs, we muſt not there- 
D «fc fore level him to our infirmities, | 

his was 2+ If Gop be a ſpirit, we are not to worſhip Goy 
we ſhall by any image or ſenſible repreſentation. Becauſe Gop 
edge offi © 4 ſpirit, we are not to liken him to any thing that is 


S tO en- 


corporeal ; we are not to repreſent him by the likeneſs of 
1 can |? 


ſ-aiff ony thing that is in heaven above, that is, of any birds 

No mud 7 in the earth beneath, that is, of any beaſt ; or in. the 
at Goof waters under the earth, that is, of any fiſh; as it is in 
2 is me the ſecond commandment. For, as the prophet tells us, 
is, thaY]there 1s nothing that we can liken God to ; Ifa. x}. 18, 
:ledge off Jo 20hom vill ye liken Gor? or <vhat likeneſs will ye 
r{tandinlcompare to him ? We debaſe his ſpiritual and incorruptible 
efires ilnature, when we compare him te corruptible creatures z 
Rom, 1. 22, 23. Speaking of the heathen idolatry, 
fe arc off be profeſſing themſelves wiſe, became fools, and changed 
tbe glory of the incorruptible Gor into an image made l:ke 
ure att1i}ie corruptible man, and to birds, and to four-footed beaſts, 
al,” inwMWord creeping things, They became fools ; this is the folly 
y. Thi idolatry, to liken a ſpirit, which hath no bodily ſhape, 
al natuMto things that are .corporeal and corruptible. So that 
that ſiowever ſome are pleaſed to mince the matter, I cannot 
Joth 10 ike how the church of Rome, wh:ch worſhips Gop by 
rely ipiriſÞer towards ſome image or ſenſible repreſentation, can be 
s ; or ellfkxcuſed from idolatry ; and the church of England doth 
zture, bot without very juſt cauie challenge the Romiſh church 

'ther, beſſith it, and make it a ground of ſeparation from her, 

mortal 3. If Gor be @ ſp:rit, then wwe ſhould wwor ſhip bim tin 
im in lucFÞ;rie and in truth, This is the inference of the text, 
71:01 taliiſpnd therefore I ſhall ſpeak a little more largely of it ; 
aly I muſt explain what is meant by worſhipping in ſpr- 
ng a bolt and in truth, and ſhew you the force of this conſe- 
s the profuence, how it follows, that becauſe God is a ſpire, 

d of {cnſfherefore he muſt be 2vorſhrpped in [pirit and in truth. | 

je grol: 2 1, For the explication of it, This word ſpirit is fome- | 

5 1n 111 Wines applied to the doctrine of the goſpe!, and ſo it is 14; 

f his 1:0. ei ep uct ef.o 2 ___ Oppoſed 
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350 The ſpirituality of Ser. 157 
oppoſed to letter, by which name the dodtrine of Moſe, 
is called ; 2 Cor. iii, 6, YVho bath made us able miniſter; 


| of the new teſtament, not of the letter, but of the ſpirit; 


not of the law which was written on tables of ſtone, 
but which CyxRa1sT by his ſpirit writes in the hearts of 
believers. Sometimes to the worſhip of the goſpel ; and 
ſo it is oppoſed to the fleſh, Gal. 3. Hawing begun in 
the ſpirit, are ye now made perfeft by the fleſh ? that is 


by the works of the ceremonial law, which is therefore 


called fleſh, becauſe the principal ceremony of it, cir- 
cumcifion, was made in the fleſh, and becauſe their 14- 
crifices, a chief part of their worſhip, were of the fleh 
of beafts: and becauſe the: greateſt part of their ordi- 
nances, as waſhing, and the like, related to the body, 
Hence it is the apoſtle calls the worſhip of the Jews, 
the law of a-carna! commandment, Heb. vii. 16. and Heb, 
ix, 10, Qarnal ordinances, ſpeaking of the ſervice of 


the law, <vh:ich, ſaith he, ſtood in meats, and drink, 


and divers waſhings, and carnal ordinances, Now in 
oppoſition to this carnal and ceremonial worſhip, we are 
to zvorſhip GoD in the ſpirit, The worſhip of the Jews 
was moſt a bodily ſervice z but we are to give Gon: 
reaſonable ſervice, to ſerve him with the ſpirit of our 
minds, as the apoſtle ſpeaks ; inſtead of offering the fi:þb 
of bulls and goats, we are to conſecrate ourſelves to the 
ſervice of God : this is a holy and acceptable ſacrifice, 
or reaſonable ſerwice, 

And in truth, Either in oppoſition to the falſe wor- 
ſhip of the Samaritans (as in ſpirit is oppoſed to the 
worſhip of the Jews) as our Saviour tells the wo- 
man, that they worſhipped they knew not Tohat, or (whicli 
I rather think) in oppoſition to the ſhadows of the law 
and fo it is oppoſed, John 1. 17, The law vas g:vin 


by Moſes : but grace and truth came by JEsus CHRIST, 

Not that the external ſervice of Gop is here ex 
cluded, not that we are to ſhew no outward reverence 
to him : but that as under the law, the ſervice of Gon 
was chiefly external 2nd corporeal, ſo now it ſhould 
chiefly be inward and ſpiritual; the worſhip of Go! 
under the goſpel ſhould chiefly be ſpiritual and ſubſtan 
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tial, not a carnal, and bodily, and ceremon'ous devo- 
tion, | 

2dly. For the force of the conſequence, it doth not 
» Wic in this, that juſt ſuch as God is, ſuch muſt our wor- 
arts 01 ſhip of him be ; for this would excli:de all bod:ly and 
3 and Woytward worſhip 3 our worſhip of Gop muſt therefore 
gun 11 Mie inviſible, eternal, &c, for ſo is he ; and beſides, the 
that ') Whe will of Gop ſeems rather to be the rule of his wor- 
crefore ſhip, than his nature : but the force of it is this, God 
L, CI!-Whs of a ſpiritual nature, and this is tv be ſuppoſed to be 
er 11-Wis will, that our worſhip ſhonld be as agrecable to the 
ie fel Whbiec of it, as the nature of the creature who is to 
Ir ordl- ive it will bear 3 now ſaith CitxisT to the woman, 
e body. it: Jews and the Samaritans l:mit their worthip to a 
e Jews MWertain place, and it conſiſts chiefly in certain carnal 
1d Hed, ites and ordinances ; but, faith he, thoueh Gop hath 
rvice otermitted this for a time, becauſe of the carnality and 
drinks, ardneſs cf their bearts, yer the time is coming, when 
Now 1n more ſpiritual, and ſolid, and ſubſtantial worthip of 
we Wop is to be introduced, which will be free trom all 
he JewWerticular places and rites, not tied to the temple, or 
Go) ai ſuch external ceremonies, but confiſtiag.in the devo- 
4 of ouW>t:on of our ſpirits, even the inward frame and temper 
the ficjb } our hearts; all outward circumftances (excepting 
to Uilole of the two facraments which are poſitive) being 
ſacrificeWtt by the goſpel to as great a liberty, as natural ne- 

ety and decency will permit. | 
ſe wor We muſt worthip God, and therefore it is naturally 


| to the ecetary that we ſhould do It ſomewhere, in ſome place; 


the WoBow ſceing formebody muſt determine this, it is moſt 
T (whicli dinvernient that authority ſhould determine it accord- 
the law Lg to the conveniency of cohabitation. We muſt not be 
"as £'VSie, nor do ary thing that 1s naturally undecent in the 
_HR1STShorſhip of Gov; this authority ſhould reſtrain 3 but 
here exÞWrther than this, I doubt not tut the goſpel bath left 
reverenc tree; and to this end. that the leis we are tied to 
e of GoMFternal obſervances, the more intent.we ſhould be upon 
it ſhouilie ſpiritual and ſubſtantial parts of religion, the con- 


of Go? ming of ourſejves to the mind and will of © 5. en. 


d ſubſtan av0uring to be like unto Gor, and to har or ſouls 
19H) 
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and ſpirits engaged in thoſe duties we perform to him 
So that our Saviour's argument 1s this; God 7s 4 
ſpirit, that is, the moſt excellent nature and being, and 


therefore muit he ſerved with the beſt. We confift of 


body and foul, it is true, and we muſt ſerve him with 
our whole man ; but principally with our ſouls, which 
are the moſt excellent part of ourſelves ; the ſervice of 
our mind and ſpirit is the' beſt we can perform, and 
therefore moſt agreeable to Gop, who is a ſpirit, and 
the beſt and moſt perfect being. 

$9 that the inference is this, that if God be a ſp11:it, 
ave muſt wor ſpip him in ſpirit, and in truth ; our religion 
muſt be real, and inward, and fincere, and ſubſtantial ; 
we muſt not think to put off Gop with external obſcr- 
vances, and with bodily reverence and attendance ; this 
we muſt give him, but we muſt principally regard that 
our ſervice of him be reaſonable, that is, direQed by our 
underſtandings, and accompanlted with our affections, 
Our religion muſt conſiſt principally in a fincere love and 
affeftion to Govp, which expreſleth itſelf in a real con- 
formity of our lives and ations to his will; and when 


we make our ſolemn approaches to him, in the duties of 


his worſhip and ſervice, we muſt perform all a&ts of out- 
ward worſhip to Gop with a pure and ſincere mind; 


whatever we do in the ſervice of Gop, we muſt 4; it 


beartily as to the LokD, GoD 1s a pure ip:rit, pre- 
ſent to our ſpirits, intimate to our ſouls, and con- 
ſcious to the moſt ſecret and retired motions of oi 
Hearts: now becauſe we ſerve the ſearcher of hearts, ws 
muft ſerve him with our hearts. 

Indeed, if we did worſhip Gop only to be ſeen of men 
a pompous and external worſhip would be very ſuitable td 
ſuch an end ; but religion is not intended to pleaſe men 
but Gop ; and therefore it muſt be ſpiritual, and in 
ward, and real. 

And where-ever the external part of relig.on 1s princl 
pally regarded, and men are more careful to worthi 
God with outward pomp and ceremony, than 77 {f” 
and in truth, religion degenerates into ſuperſtition, 7 
men embrace the ſhadowy of rel ig103, and Jet go the !» 
bank 
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him Wince, And this the church of Rome hath done almoſt 
is a Mo the utter ruin of chriſtianity, ſhe Kagh clogged religi- 
, ane Wen, and the worſhip of Gopy, with' ſo many rites and 
| of Feremonies, under one pretence or other, - that the yoke 
with Wet CHx15T is become heavier than that of Moſes ; and 
vhich Whey have made the goſpel a more carnal commandment 
ce of than the law ; and whatever Chriſtians or churches are. 
, and Watent upon external rites and obſervances, to the neglect 
', and Wef the weightier parts of religion, regarding meats and 
rinks, &c, to the prejudice of righteouſneſs and peace, 
ſpirit, Woherein the kingdom of Gop conſifts, they advance a 
elgion Meligion as contrary to the nature of Gop, and as un- 
ntial 3 Wuitable to the genius and temper of the goſpel as can be 
obſcr- Wnagined, 
'; this MO It is an obſervation of Sir Edwin Sands, that as chil- 
d that Wren are pleaſed with toys, ſo, ſaith he, it is a pitiful 
by our Wand childiſh ſpirit that is predominant in the contrivers 
eEtions, {nd zealots of a ceremontous religion, I deny not, but 
ove ard Mhat very honeſt and devoiit men may be this way addi&- 
al con-Wt; but the wiſer any man 1s, the better he underſtands 
d when he nature of God and of religion, the farther - he wil! 
Juties oi from this temper. | | 
; of out-W A religion that conſiſts in external and little things, 
e minc ;Moth moſt eaſily gain upon and polleſs the weakeſt minds, 
iſt ds Fd whoever entertain it, it will enfeeble their ſpirits, 
t, pre-MWnd unfit them for the more generous and excellen!. 
and con-uties of chriſtianity. We have hut a finite, heat and 
; of outMal, and aCtivity ; and if we let out much of it up- 
earts, vi ſmall things, there will be too little left for thot? 
arts of religion which afe of greateſt moment and 
n of mc1Fncernment ; if our heat evaporate in externals, the 
uitable (Fart and vitals of religion will inſenfibly cool and de- 
eale mecnMFine, Ee, 
, ard ny How ſhould we bluſh, who are chriſtians, that we 
ve not learnt this eaſy truth from the goſpel, which 
1 1s princWen the light of nature taught the heathen ; Cultus az- 
0 worſhifiin deorum off optimus itemgue ſantifſimus atque caſtiſſimus, 
n in {fn /imuſgue pretatis, ut cos ſemper purd, integra & in- 
tition, Wt mente & woce veneremur, Tully, The beſt, the 
20 th : 119, the moſt chaſte, and moſt devaut wporſhip of the 
$4040 
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ods, 1s that which is paid them woith a pure, ſincere, qgnd 
Uncorrupt mind, and words truly repreſenting the tbought) 
of the heart, Compoſitum jus faſque animi, &c. Ser 
Gov with a pure, boneſt, boly frame of ſpirit, bring a 
heart that is but generouſly heneſt, and he will accept f 
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able 
oſt tic 


the plaineſ# ſacrifice, pirits 
And let me tell you, that the ceremonious worſhip of Werem 
the Jews was never a thing 1n itſelf acceptable to Gov, rſec 
or which he did delight in; and though Gop was plea. {Wie ne 
ed with their obedience to the ceremonial law after it {ite 
was commanded, yet antecedently he djd4 not defire it ; {Wt 7 
but that which ogr Sav1ovs faith concernjng the lay ur 5 
of divorce, is true likewiſe of the ceremonial, that it". 7: 
was permitted to the Jews. for the hardneſs of third f 
hearts, aud for their proneneſs to idolatry, - Gop dil 7% 
not command it ſo much by way of approbation, as byſW2. 


way of condeſcenſion to their weakneſs ; it was becauſe 
of the hardneſs of therr carnal hearts, that Gov brougit 
them undcr the law of a carnal commandment, as the 
apoſtle calls it, See Pſalm li, 16, 17, Jer, vii, 
ZI. 
- The reaſon why I have infiſted fo long upon this is, 
tolet you underſtand what is the true natureof CHn15T': 
rezigion, and to abate the intemperate heat and ze 
which men are apt to have for external and indifferen 
things in religion, The ſacrifices and rites of the J-w 
were v:ry unagreeable and unſuitable to the nature of 
Gov, Plal, 1. 13. vill T cat the fleſh of bulls, or &r:: 
the blord of goats ? Spirits neither eat nor drink ; it w4 


a very unſuitable way of ſervice to kill oxen and tt:2þ;zþs 
for GoD ; and there is the ſame reaſon for all ot fee | 
rites, which either natural neceflity or decency doti n0Wrboy 


require, Can any man in earneft think, that Gov, wii 
is a ſpirit, is pleaſed with the pompous bravery and pa 
geantry which effefts our ſenſes ? So little doth Go! 
value indifferent rites, that even the neceſſary extern: 
ſervice of God, and outward reverence, where they « 
ſeparated from ſpirit and truth, from real holineſs a 
@bcdience to the indiſpenfible laws of CyR1ST, are 
far trom being acceptabie to Gop, that they are wake | 
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able 3 nay, if they be uſed for a cloak of ſin, or in op 


ofition to real religion, and with a defigh to under- 
nine it, Gop accounts ſuch ſervice in the number of the 
oft heinous fins, | 


- 


You, who ſpend the ftirength and vigour of your 


Mirits about external things, whoſe zeal for or againſt 


eremonuies is ready to eat you up; you, who hate and 
erſecute one another becauſe of theſe things, and break 
he neceſſary and indiſpenſable commands of love, as an 
ndifferent and unneceſſary ceremony, go and learn what 
at means, IT woill have mercy, and not ſacrifice, which 
ur SAVIOUR doth ſo often inculcate, and that Rom, 
iv, 17. The kingdom of GoD 1s not meat and drink, &c, 
Ind ftudy the meaning of this, Gop 7s a ſpirit, and 
bey 8 worſhip bim, muff worſhip him in ſpirit and in 
uh, | 


FA _—_ 


SERMON CLIV. 


he immenſity of the divine nature. 


airs: PSAL, CXXXIX.'7, 8, g, 10. | 
and t1-2/bithes ſhall T go from thy ſpirit ? or whither ſpall I 
all ot" flee from thy preſence ? If T aſcend up into beaven, 
' dot nofithou art there ; if I make my bed in hell, beho/d 
GOD, Wilthou art there, If I take the wings of the mornirg, 
y and pifand droe!l in the uttermoſt parts of the ſea, even 
doth GoBtbere ſhall thy hand lead me, and thy right-hand 
ry extern: ball hold me, 

-e they « | : 

wolincls UH AT attribute of Gop which I laſt diſcourſed 
ST, arc of is moſt abſolute, and declares his efſence moſt 
are avomediately ; the ſpirituality of the divine nature. 1 
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ſhall in the next place ſpeak of thoſe which relate to the 
manner of his *being, immentity and eternity, that is, 
the infiniteneſs of his eſſence, both in reſpe& of ſpace 
and duration ; that the divine nature hath no limits v 
ut's being, nor bounds of its duration, I ſhall at the 
preſent ſpeak to the firſt of the words which I here read 
to you, Whither ſhall I go from thy ſpirit, &c, The 
meaning of which 15 this, that Gop is a ſpirit, infinite- 
ly diffafing himſelf, preſent ; in all places, ſo that wher. 
ever I go, God is there ; we cannot Ree from his pre 
ſence. If I aſcend into heawen, he 1s there ; if Tx 
down into the grave, the place of filence and obſcurity 
he is there ; (for that is the meaning of the ti 
if I make my bed in hell, if I take the wings of thi 
merning, and dwell in the "ultermoſt parts of the ſea, ev 
there ſhall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand pal 
hold me.z that is, if my mation ſkould be as ſwitt a 
that of the light, which when the ſun riſeth darts ite] 
in an inſtant from one part of the world to another 
over the earth and the ſea, the remoteſt parts of thi 
world which are unknown to us, yet would Gop h 
preſent to me in the motion, and all along as I go mu 
I be led and upholden by him; fo that all theſe expreſſion 
do but tignify to us the immenſity of Gop's eflence 
that his being is infinitely diffuſed and preſent in all place 

In ſpeaking to this attribute of Gop's immenſity, 
ſhall firſt explain it to you a little, 

Secondly, prove that it doth belong to him, 
Thirdly, anſwer an objection or two that . may bW; 
made againf 1t, nd bi, 

Fourthly, draw ſome doCtrina} inference from it. Won 4 

Fifthly, make ſome uſe and improvement of it. e Pf, 

Firſt, for the explication of it. By the immenſity fl 11. 
QGony, 1 mean, that his being hath no bounds or linitW:nce 
but doth every way ſpread and difſuſe itſelf beyond wha:Lo/4 
we can wmagine ; ſo that you cannot define the pree. 
ſence of Gop by any certain place ; ſo as to ſay, heh» Ge, 
he is, but not there ; nor by any limits, ſo us ts ſay, thilk2:o, 
far his being reacheth, and no farther ; bur he is every 
where preſent after a _ Infiaite Mann, , in tW:-e 
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the prefffee. Job xi. 7, 8, 9. Canſt thou by Jearching find 
o ſay, het Gop 7 canft rbou find out the Almighty unto per- 
to ſay, thi#ion 2 Ifa, xvi. x. Thus, ſaith the LorD, bebe/d 
he 1s ev*Waven is my throne, and the earth is my foot-ſiocl : 
er, 3 Vibere is tbe bouſe that ye build unto me F and where 
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larkeft corners and moſt private receſſes; the moſt ſe- 
cret cloſet that is in the whole world, the heart of 
wan, darkneſs and privacy cannot keep him out ; 
the preſence of another being, even of a bedy, which. 
is the grofleſt ſubſtance, doth” not exclude him ; the 
whole world doth not confine him 3 but he fills 
ail the ſpace which we can imagine | beyond -this 
ible world, and infinitely more than we can ima- 
ne, 
Secondly, for the proof of it, I ſhall attempt it. 

I. From the natural notions, and diftates of our, 
minds, | 

Il. From ſcripture and divine revelation. 

II. From the inconvenience of the contrary, 

t, From the natural notions and diQates of our 
inde. We find that the heathen, by the light of na- 
ure, did attribute this perfetion to Gop. Tully tells 
us, De Nat. deor. that Pythagoras thought, Deaum efe 
nmam per naturam rerum omnem intentum & commean- 
m, That GoD ts, as it were, a foul paſſmg through, and 
rſpiring all nature, And.in 1, 2, de leg. that this was 


bales his opinion, which he commends, Fenines ext- 


mare oportere devs omnia cernere, deorum omria effe ple- 
a, That men ought to beſtewe, that the gods jee all things, 
that all things are full of them, So Sen, epiſt. 95. Ub:que 
7 emribus prafio off, He ts every where preſent, and at 
rd, & de Benef. |, 4. Quecungue te fiexeris, 16i'illum 
Liazbis occurrentem tivi, mubil ab tllo wacat, opus ſuum ip ſe 
uplet 3 Which way 'foever thou turneſt thyſelf, thou ſhalt 
nd him meeting thee, nothing is eoithout htm, he fills his 
wn work, Not much dittering from the expretſion of 
e Pſalmiſt here. 

I. From ſcripture and divine revelation. I fhall in- 
ance in ſome remarkable places; 1 Kings viii. 27. 
þ:bold the beawen, and heaven of heawens cannot contain 
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:s the place of my reſt ? Jer, wall. 2%, 24 An pou 
a Gon at hand, Yeh) the ri, _ not ol 2 
Gor afar off ? Can any hide bimſelf in ſecret plac" * 
that I ſhall nat ſee him, ſaith the Logd ? do not 1! 
fl! heaven and earth, ſaith the Loxy ? Amos ix, » hidd 
3- Though they dig into hell, thence ſhall mine handW"* 
rake them ; though they climb up to heaven, thence vil of t] 
T bring them down. And though they hide themſelves (nm 
the top of Carmel, T will ſearch and take them out thenee Ml, ** 
and though they be hid from my fight in the bottom of thy whic 
fea, thence will I command the ſerpent and he ſhall bi ine 
them. Ads xvii. 27, 28. Though be be not fer fra"! 
Fray one of us, For in him 4ve live, and move and hav f Ge 
our being ; as certain alſo of your own poets have [aidMotic 
for wwe þDAghr hrs off- ey : 29 4 Wi 

HI. From the inconveniencies of the contrary. AnM* oft 
this is the moſt proper way of proving any. of Gov'M* ** 


perfeCtions ; for as I have told you formerly, there befiſſ 3: 
ing nothing before Gov, nor any cauſe of his beingfſſc®"2! 
his perfeCtions cannot be proved by way of demonſta bat 
F901, but of convidtion, by ſhewing the abſurdity of thi ef 
"contrary, The firſt and moſt eaſy notion that we hav**"</ 
of Gov, is, that. he is a being that hath all. perfeQionW* ''r 
and is free from all imperfe&ions ; now if I prove that 
the immenſity of God's effſence is a perfeftion, oÞ***: 
which is the ſame, that the contrary is an imperfection th u 
I do ſufficiently prove the thing intended, his « 
Now to ſuppoſe the divine efience to be limite!, « : 
confined, and his preſence to be any where exclude Thin 
doth contradict both this neceffary perfeCtion. of Go! (Ctrin 
his univerſal providence 3 and the neceſlary duty ( ig" 


creatures, to worſhip and truſt in him z and the volu 
tary. manifeſtation and appearance of Gov, in the iq} *- F 
carnation of JEsUs CHRIST. 

1, It contradits the univerſal providence of Go 1.0 
The univerſal providence of Gop ſuppoſeth many pe! Giſpat 
Feftions, viz. infinite knowledge, and infinite pow? 
his omniſcience and omnipotence, neither of which 
be imagined without omnipreſence. We find that Y*?+ 
finite beings have a finite knowledge, and a {in 

y 1 POW. 
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An ll rover z and. it cannot be conceived how infinite under- 
| ſtanding and power can be founded any where elſe, than 
in an infinite eflence, To have an infinite knowledge of 
all things, ev2n thoſe things which are moſt ſecret and 
hidden, to be able to do all things, to fteer and govern 
the aCtions. of all creatures, and to have a perfect care 
of them, ſeems to all the reafon of mankind to require, 
mmediate preſence, 


not a 
* place 
o not 

IX, 2 
12 hand 
nce Til 


QAO77 earth...” O75 
OO A——_—_—_—_ 
— 


_— 


— 


F 
iy my een ene <e— —_— = —_ -- 3 
a wy" = 


mm - 2, It contradits the neceſſaty duty of the creature, nf 
mr of th which is to worſhip God, to depend upon him for every | | ip 
EH Ng and in every thing to *cknowledge him, Now all | 
©.» fr yorſhip of God is rendered vain, or at leaſt uncertain, | 

1nd bal ©2> be not preſent to. us to hear our prayers, to take 


notice of our wants, and receive our acknuwledgments : 
It will much abate our confidence in Gop, and our fear 
to offend him, if we be uncertain whether he be preſent 
0 us, or not, whether he ſees our aQions, or not, | 
3. It contradicts a voluntary manifeſtation and ap= 
earance of GoD in the incarnation of CyrisT. He 
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_—_— bat ſuppoſeth God not to be every where preſent by | 
ity of thil* effence, muſt, in all reaſon, confine his preſence to | | 
AT 77 and ſuppoſe him to be preſent elſewhere only by | 
jerf2Cionſ” Virtue and power ; but if this were ſo, how could the | h 
avec oh vinity be effentially united to the human Pature of | | 
Aion, "315 T> which was here upon earth ? How is God 44 
erfectiot pith us J how does he prech þrs tabernacle among ſi men ? | 
P his eſſential preſence be confined to heaven ? | | it 
1teq, ( 
_— Mf Thirdly, 1 come to anſwer objeQtions againſt this 
N of Go! ALINC, ; : LE | 
y duty ( There are two objeC&tions againſt this, | 
the volunll 5+ From reaſon, ; 
in the id ©: From ſcripture, 


of. I, Obj. Reaſon will be ready to ſuggeſt, that this is 
diſparagement to the divine nature, to tie his pres 
ce to this vile dunghi!l of the earth, and ſordid fink 1 
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meaſuring of him by ourſelves. Indeed, if we look up. 


on Gon as capable of injury, and ſuffering, and of. it 
fence, from the contagion of any thing here below, yl ** 
we are, then indeed there were ſome ftrength in thi; + 
objeftion : but he is a blefled and pure being, 7/:y uf 

In 1 


all mortal compoſition or mixture 3 Tully. M evi anal 's 
oufe ren niſpeiv, diſentangl:d from every thing paſj:ble; 3 


| 
ſegregata ab omni concretione mortal, A mind free from 
as Plut, Thoſe things that are nauſeous to our ſent 


do not affe&t him : darkne!s 1s uncomfortable to us, but forn 

) rhe d darkneſs and the lizht are all one to him, Wick | 

ſl meſs may hurt a man, or the fon of man ; but if we wil | 

| Y:ply our trar /preljrons, ave do nothing to Gon, as Flihi F 

ſpeaks, Je 'b vxxv, '% Nothing can diſquiet or diſccm ly 

| poſe his noppy, 2nd bieffed nature, but he converteth her i G 
- in this dark axd troubled - world with leſs danyer « 

| diſturbance, or any impure contagion, than the ſun I. 

| bearns. _—_ 

2, Objett. Does wh the ſcripture tell us, rhat Go =_— 

fs in the beaens, and dwells on high, that "0 D—_ 

throne, and that zt 9 _ city of the great Gon *? De _- 

Not the Lok Þ's prayer teach us to fay, Our /ather ewhi (pok 

art in heaven, Is he rot faid to lock dowun from heave apr 

and to rooun in heaven his davelling-place £ Is W'/** 


W-.; 
Not. ſaid, that he. doth not. dwvell In temples made <0 * 


hands © And does. not Solomon, T1 Kings vii. 27, Þ | 
It as a ſtrange queſtion, ev:// Gon Fg avell = 8 


earth ? 1s he not faid to come down and draw ear ga 
us, and to be afzr off from us ? Now how dyes this ag at 
A 

with immenfity ard omnipreſence ? ce 
For enfwer to this, I muſt diftineviſh the preſence F 2 2 
Gop. There is, 1K, his glorions preſence, that is, fu _ 
a preſenc: of Gon as is accompanied with an extr207d12 "oy 
manifeſtation of his glcry, and «that is eſpecial \ are, 
citiefy confined to heaven, 1n reſpect of whici it 2 WT. 
4 > 

his ſeat, and throne, and the habitation of Fw -{.q2 oe 
: , > Foot 

Some depree of this was in the temple, which |: hi 
amy 


reaſon of S$clomon's admiration, 4071] God: indeed t 
en earib? 


—— — — —_—  — Ct 
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IF 2dly, There is his gracious preſence, which diſcovers 
ole ups itſelf by miraculous effects of his favour, and goodneſs, 
nd of nd aſtiſtance, and thereby he is ſaid to dell in the 
low, "i þ-arts of good men, and with them that are of an hum- 
og bs ble and cantrite ſpirit, Ia. Ivii. 15. and in reſpe&t of this 
| Non he is ſaid to drav near to us, to lo3k diwwn upon us; and 
vol, iy: in reſpeft of the abſence of this to be far from us. 


. 3dly, There is his elſential preſence, which is equally 
Merl " Wand alike in all places ; and this is not excluded by thoſe 
r ©" former expreſſions which the ſcripture uſeth to denote ta 


vn; the glorious and gracious preſence of Gop, 
i 
©" el Fourthly, to make ſome inferences, I will mention 
act only ſuch as the ſcripture here takes notice of, ſpeaking 
kl of God's immenſity, 
wg I, Inf, That God is a ſpirit, This neceſſarily flows 
" Wrom his immenſity ; for if the eſſence of God be every 
has 0 vhere diffuſed, the divine nature muſt be ſpiritual, other= 
.. : Wife it could hot be in the fame place where body and 
vos w- atter is, but muſt be ſhut out of the world, But this 
4 6 . | ſpoke more largely to, in my diſcourſe of Gop's bein 


pr Lpirit.. This the Pſalmiſt obſerves here, Yhere ſhall 
i Ts" bp from thy fſpririt 2 If he were not a ſpirit, we might go 


ef 

2 of rem him, and hide ourſelves from his preſence. 

 87..Þ 

* lf a Il. Inf. That God is incomprehenſible, that whick 

nw err finite cannot be meaſured and comprehended by 

k © 2 Wat which is finite; and this alſo the Pſalmiſt takes 
" Wotice of, in the verſe before my text, Such knowledge 

preſent to wonderful for me, it is bigh, I cannit attatn 1, 

h at-j£, iu 


III. Inf. That Gop is omniſcient, if Gop be every 
here, then he knows all things, yea even the hidden 
ings of darkneſs, the ſecrets of our hearts ; nothing 


- a NYOANd 
CI av: viz 


f we an be hidden from an infinite eye'z he is preſent to our 
Sake npoughts, intimate to eur hearts and reins ; this the 


almiſt takes notice of, 1,2, 3, 4, and 12 verſes, 


indeed da ha IV. Inf, 


! 
vs 
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IV. Inf. That Gop is emnipotent, He car d al! MW po! 
things. Diſtance limits the power of creatures, and IM dic 
makes their bands ſhort 5 but Gon is every where, no- ill of 
thing is out of his reach ; and this alſo the Pſalmit MW wit 
Intimates in the text, v. 10. Even there ſhall thy hand tha 
tead me, and thy right hand hold me, ER 


Fifthly, the uſe and improvement I ſhall make of this, WM juſt 


1 


Thall be, the 
- Ixx 

1. To awaken our fear of him, fan, 
2, To encourage our faith and confidence in him, My 

| : | | | thy a) 

Tt. To awaken our fear of him. The conſideration S 


of Gop's preſence ſhould awaken in us a fear of reve- Mt: 
rence, The preſence of an earthly majeſty will awe our WM you 
ſpirits, and compoſe us to reverence ; yea the preſence ot C 
of a wiſe and good man 3 how much more ſhould theFWto © 
Preſence of the great, glorious, the wiſe, and the holy, 
and the juſt God ftrike an awe upon our ſpirits? Where- 
ever we are Gop is with us, we always converſe with 
him, and live continually in his preſence ; now a heathen 
could fay, cum Diis werecund? agendum, We muſt behav 
ourſelves modeſtly becauſe wve are in the preſence of Gon, 

And it ſhould awaken in us a fear to offend Gov, and 
a fear of the divine diſpleaſure for having offended him, 
Fear is the moſt wakeful paſſion in the ſoul of man 
and is the firſt principle that is wrought upon in ut 
from the apprehenſions of a deity ; flows immediate! 
from the principle of ſelf-preſervation which GoD hathiſþ 
planted in every man's nature; we have a natural dread 
and horror for every thing that can hurt us, and en 
danger our being or happineſs ; now the greateit dange 
is from the greateſt power, for where we are clearl 
over-matched,' we cannot hope to make oppoſition no 
reſiſtance with ſecurity and ſucceſs, to rebel with fafety 
now he that appreheuds Gop to be near him, and pre 
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ſent. to him, believes ſuch a being to ftand by him as is 
poſſeſt of an infinite and irreſiſtible power, and will vin=- 
dicate all contempt of the divine majeſty, and violation 
of his laws, If we believe Gon to be always preſent 
with us, Fear vill continually take bold of us, and we 
ſhall ſay of every place, as Jacob did of Bethel, Surely 
Gop is in this place, how dreadful is this place ! ? When 
we have at any time provoked Gon, if we believe the 
juſt Gop 1s at hand to revenge himſelf, and jf we believe 
the pozver of his anger, we ſhall fay with David, Pſal. 
Irxvi. 7, Thou even thou art to be feared, and whe may 
fand before thee when thou art angry? Pſal, cxix, 120, 
My fleſp trembleth becauſe" of thee, and 1 am afraid of 
thy judgments, 

Sinners confider this, It is a fearful thing to fall ints 
the hands of” the living Gov, and every time you fin, 
you are within his reach. Let then the confideration 
of Gop's preſence deter us from ſin, and! quicken us 
to our duty. The eye and preſence of. a ſuperior will 
hy a great reſtraint upon men ; the eye of. our prince, 
vur maſter, or our father, will make us afraid or aſham- 
ed to do any thing that is foolifh or unſeemly : And will 
we do that under the eye of God, w hich we ſhould 
bluſh to do before a grave or wiſe perſon, yea before a 
child or a foo! ? Did but men live under this apprehen- 
bon, that Gop is preſent to them, that an holy and 
all-ſeeing eye beholds them, they wonld be afraid to do 
any thing that is vile and wicked, to profane and pol- 
ute Go D's glorious name, by a trifling uſe of it in cuſ- 
omary ſwearing and curſing, Whenever you fin, you 
affront Gop to his face; and provoke omnipotent 
uſtice, which 1s at the door, and ready to break in 
pon you. 
And the conſideration of this ſhould efpecialiy deter 
s$ from ſecret fins. "This is the uie the Pfalmiſt here 
akes of it, If we believe that Gop ſearcheth ws and 
nowws us, that be knows our dewwn-fiiting, and our up- 


ſing, and underflards our thoughts afar «ff, that be 
'- Hb 3 compajJers 
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compaſſeth our path, and our lying down, andis acquainted 
with all our ways, that there is not a <vord in our tongue, Ml det 
But he knows it altogether, that be hath beſet us behind to 
and before, that the darkneſs hideth not from him, but WM me 
tbe mg4t ſhineth as the day, and the darkneſs and light of 
are both alike ; T-ſay, if we believe this, how ſhould MW and 
we live in an awtul ſenſe of the majeſty which is always i the, 
above us, and before us, and about us, and within us, MW tho! 
and is as inſeparable from us, as we are from ourſelves, iſ eye 
whoſe eye is upon us from the beginning of our live viſe 
to the end of our days! did men believe that Gov il proj 
always with them, that his eye pierceth the darkneſs, emi 
and fees through all thoſe clonds with which thev hide tar; 
and muffle themſelyes, 2nd pries into the moſt ſecret re-fiſf v:d: 
ceſſes of their hearts, how would this check and re- 
 Nrain them from dewfing miſchief 1m their bearts, cr in 
their bed-chamlcr ? The holy preſence, and the pure ext 
of Goy would be to us a thouſand times more tha 
than to have our father, or our maſter, or our prince 


or him whom we mcft revere, to ſtand by vs, Did bl T 
men repre ſentare fib: Deum, make Gov prejent to ther perfo 


by living under a continual ſenſe of his preſence, they do it 
would, as the expreſſion of the wife man is, be :r Hf quair 
fear of the Loxv all day. Magna (pes peccatori'm uf are t 
litur, fi peccaturis teſtis adſfiſtat : al: quem habeat ar: vilas a 
guem wrreatur, cujus authoritate etian: ſecretum ſurm [an vis; 
tius facit 5; The main hope of ſinners is to remain :ind:mitta 
covered, let but ſomebody he privy to their defigns, ariſtvert, 
they are utterly diſappointed 3 it is fit for the mind of Qbe th 
man to have an aw. of ſome beirg, whsſe authority ma 62th 1 
render even it's pricacy. more ſelemn.” This is the chaſſman, 
. yafter of wicked men, Pſal. Ixxxvi: 14. that they 9 ; 
not Gon b:fre their eyes, One great cauſe of al: tl 
wickedneſs, and violence, - and looſeneſs that is upon ti 
earth, is, they do not believe that God is near then 

2nd ſtands by them 


Ay 
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1ainted. And as the conſideration of Goy's preſence ſhould 
rogue, Ml deter us from fin, fo it ſhould quicken and animate us 
behind to our duty, It is ordinarily a great encouragement to 
m, but men to acquit themſelves handſomly, to have the eyes 
d light I of men upon them, eſpecially of thoſe whoſe applauſe 
ſhould MI and approbation they value, Gop alone is amplum 
always MW theatrum, he is a greater theater than the world, and it 
hin us, MW hould be more to us that he ſtands by vs, than if the 
rſelves, MW eyes of all the world were fixed upon us. Seneca ad- 
ur lives viſeth it as an excellent means to promote virtue, to 
Gov isfl propound to ourſelves, and ſet before. our eyes ſome 
\rkneſs,ſſ eminently virtuous perſon, as Cato or Lwzlius, ut fic 
1ev hide targuam ils ſpeftante vivamus, & omnia tanquam ills 
cret re-lifl v:dente faciamus : That we may live juſt as if he were 
and re-M {poking upon us, and do ol things juſ} as if he bebeld 


ts, cr inW us. How much greater incitement will it be to us, to 
pure eff think that Gop looks upon vs, and ſees us, and really 
re than ſtands by vs, than faintly to imagine the preſence of 
, princeM Lelius or Cato ? | | 

Di buyl This ſhould have an influence upon all the duties we 


to ther perform, and the 'manner of performing them, that we 
ce, thay it to him who ſtands by vs, and is familiarly ac- 
be ir th quainted with us, and is more intimate to us than we 
0r:111 it are to ourſelves, This Cic. in 1]. 2. de leg, looks upon 
at ar. as a great principle of religion, fit igitur boc perſuaſum 


nm au evious, & gualis guiſque fit, guid agat, guid in ſe ad- 
un 1! mittat, gua mente, gua pietate rehigiones colat, deos tn= 
figns, ar tuer:, & piorium impiorumgue rationem kabere :; Let men 
mind of Ybe thoroughly perſuaded of this, that the gods obſerve, 
bority na #9th the diſpoſition and the actions of every particular 
s the chaſman, what he conſents to, what he allows himſelf in, 
thy ha partie arty with what meaning, with what degree 
of ali rhilef inward devotion he performs his religious worſhip 3 
s upen tend that they diſiingiſh betzween the pious and the 
near then IMPLOKS. - 
2. To encourage our faith and confidence in him, 
When we are in ftraits, and difficulties, and dangers, 
Ayo is with vs ; when trouble is ncar to us, Gop is 
Sis not 
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not far from us 3; where-ever we are, how remote 
ſoever from friends and companions, we cannot he 
banithed from GoD's preſence ; if we dwell beyor:d th: 
utmoſt parts of the ſea, there his haud leads us, and his 
right hand holds us. Pſal. xvi. 8. I have. ſet the Lony 
always before me ; becauſe he is at my right-hand, I ſhall 
nt be moved, "The conſideration of Gopy's preſence is 
the great ſtay and ſupport of our faith, Pſal. xIlvi. r, 2, 
Gov 7s our refuge and ſirergth, a wery preſent help i, 
trouble ; therefore will not wwe fear though the earth by 
removed, and though the mountains be carried into the 
midſ? of the ſea, In the greateſt commotions, and 
the moſt eminent and threatening dangers, this ſhould 
charm and allay our fears, that Gop 7s @ preſent 
help. 

This was the ſupport of Moſes his faith in his ſuffer. 
ings, as the apoſtle tells us, Heb, xi. 27. He endured, 
&s ſeeing him who is inviſible, 

To conclude all, whenever we are under any preffure or 
trouble, we ſhould rebuke our own fears, and challenge 
our anxious thoughts, with David, Plal. xlii. 11. Jy 
art thou caſt dswn, O my ſo:il # and why art thou ſo di)- 
gureted woithin me? truft ffill in Gor ; believe that 
Cop is with thee, and that omnipotent goodne!s 
Kands by thee, who can and will ſupport thee, and re- 
lieve thee, and deliver thee when it ſeems beſt to his 
wildom, 
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SERMON CLYV, 


The eternity of God. 


PSAL, XC, 2» 


Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou badf 


' formed the earth and the world, even from everlaſiing 


to everlaſting thou art GoD, 


HE immenſity and eternity of God are thoſe at- 

tributes which relate to his nature, or manner of 
eing, Having ſpoken of the former, I. proceed to con- 
der the latter, from theſe words, 
The title of this Pſalm is the prayer of Moſes, the 
'2nof Gop, He begins his prayer with the acknow- 
deement of God's providence to his people from 
he beginning of the world ; LorxD, thou haſt been 
wr dwelling place from all generations, in genera- 
on and generation ; ſo the Hebrew, He was well ac- 
vainted with the hiſtory of the world, and the pro- 
dence of GoD from the beginning of it, and as if he 
ad ſpoken too little of Gon in ſaving that his provi- 
nce had been exerciſed in all the ages of the world, +l 

re 
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tells us here in the text, that he was before the world, 
and he made it, he was from all eternity, and ſhould 
continue to all eternity the ſame. Before the mountain: 
#vere bro»ght forth ; the moſt firm and durable parts of 
the world 3 the moſt eminent and conſpicuous ; 
ever thou had'ſt formed the earth and the world ; bes 
fore any thing was created ; from everlaſiing to ever. nd 
laſting thou art Go, In ſpeaking of this attribute, 1 


our ( 

ſhall did | 

Firft, give you the explication of it _ 
irſt, give you the cxplication of it. in 

| 6 Deen 

Secondly, endeavour to prove that it doth belong q 
to Gov, and ought to be attributed to the divine, .. 
Nature, ever 

, , Te tl 
Thirdly, draw ſome corollaries from the whole, has 

- . ro . . . Y, te. 

Firſt, For the explication of it, Eternity is a duriſ,. 


tion without bounds or limits ; now there are two {i 
mits ofduration, beginning and ending ; that which hatl| 6 4 
always been is without beginning ; that which alway. p 
ſhall be is without ending, Now we may conceive of Þ} ,.. 
thing always to have been, and the continuance of it'F 1 
being now to ceaſe, though there be no ſuch thin fg 
in the world : and there are ſome things whidf,, > 


have had a beginning of their being, but fhiſk- - 
have no end, ſhall always continue, as the angclh,1; Rs 


and ſpirits of men. The firſt of theſe the ſchoolmShe,,;,. 
call eternity 2 parte ante, that is, duration without be}, wo” 
ginningz this latter eternity @ parte pj, a duratiniing., 
without ending : But eternity abſolutely taken comp!y.c. * 
hends both theſe, and ſignifies an infinite duration wid... : 
had no beginning, nor ſhall have any end ; fo that wht. 
we ſay Gon 1s eternal, we mean, that he alwa oefio 
was and ſhall be for ever ; that he had no beginuinſf,2 
ef lite, nor ſhall have any end of days; but thi;. 
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world, WW}, ;; from cverlafling to everlaſting, as it is here in thg 
ſoul WY text. 
101 Tt is true indeed, that as to Gony's eternity 2 parte 
arts of unte, as to his having always been, the ſcripture doth 
S 53  Wnot give us any ſolicitous account of it ; it only tells 
{3 be- MW; general, that Gow was before the world as, 
ET" Wand that he created 7t 5 it doth not deſcend to gratity 
bute, UW.ur curiofity, in giving us any account of what Gop 
lid before he made the world, or how he entertained 
imſelf from all eternity ; it doth not give us any diſ- 
tint account of his infinite duration; for that had 
een impoſſible for our infinite underſtandings to compre- 
ind ; if we ſhould have aſcended upward millions of 
wes, yet we ſhould never have, aſcended to the top, 
ever have arrived at the beginning of infinity ; there- 
Te the ſcripture, which was wrote to inftruct us in 
Co rhat was neceſſary, and not to fatisfy our curiofi- 
y, tells us this, that Gop was from everlaſling, be- 
a duri,, :/- evorld was made, and that He laid the founda- 
two I:,.; of it, 
ich ball gy that by the eternity of Gop you are to underſtand 
h alway. e perpetual continuance of his beirg, without beginning 
CLiVC on endirs, 
e OL I ſhall not trouble you with the inconfiftert and un- 
ch thin ttellivible notions of the ſchoolmen; that it is duratis 
45 whicl af mul, in which we are not to CONCc?IVE any ſuC- 
ut ſha fon, but to immagine it an inſtant, We may as 
1e ANF! conceive the immenſity of Con to be a point, as his 
[choolm!! ernity to be an inflant ; -nd as according to our man=- 
ithout Vſr of conceiving, we mus. neceſſarily ſuppoſe the 1m- 
a dura''VWenfity of Gop to be an infinite expanſion cf his els 
\ COmPre nce, a preſence of it to all pleces, and imaginable 
ton Wi''Wace ; ſo muſt we ſuppoſe the eternity of Gov to be a 


belong 


diving 


that vc rpetual continuance, co-exiftent to all imaginable 
he alW4ſceffion of ages. Now how can that be together, which - 
\ beginninFy. 2 nece{I>rily be imazined to be-co-cxittent to fucceſ- 
but this , J-t them that can cr ea ae 


Renndly, For the proof of this, I ſhall attempt it 
Fo Ways, 
I, From 
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| | | Ta 

1. From the diftates of natural light and reaſon, gui 
iT: - | | ; eter 
| I. From ſcripture and divine revelation, | nl 
| | be t 


| IT. From the dictates of natural reaſon; This attri. Wing 
| bute of Gop is of all other leaſt diſputed among theWerea 
hiloſophers ; indeed all agree that God is a perfect andſWſo e 

| appy being, but, wherein that happineſs and perfeCtion}i aite 
conſiſts, they differ exceedingly ; but all agree that GooWand 
is eternal, and are agreed what eternity is, a bourdleſ; 
duration : and however they did attribute a beginning to 
their heroes and demons, whence come the genealogieMhe x 
of their gods ; yet the ſupreme Gop, they looked up. 
on as without beginning ; and it is a good evidence, thatſiſſde, © 
this perfeQion doth clearly belong to Gov, that Eyi- 
curus, who had the loweſt and meaneſt conceptions olfiÞſef hi 
Gov), and robbed him of as many perfeCtions, as hit 
imperfe& reaſon would Jet him, yet is forced to attri 
bute this to him, Tully de Nat. Deor, lib r. faith t 
the Epicureans, ub! rgitur weſirum beatum & eternu 
guibus duobus werbis fignificatis Deum & where then 1 
your happy and eternal veing, by which tao epithets y: 
expreſs Gop ? And Lucretius, who hath undertaken Fi 

| repreſent to the world the doQtrine of Epicurus, gives thi 
| account of the divine nature, . 


| IT, 
Omnnis enim per fe divim natura neteſſe eft, Mum 
Juinortali ave ſumms cum pace fruatur, ernit 
: | | I Uen 

It is abſolutely neceſſary to the nature of the gods, ſor n 
paſs an viernity 1n profound peace and quiet, e day 
The poets who had the wildeſt notions of Gov, 4 the 
they conſtantly give them the title of afavalo the hoon in 
then never mention the name of Gop, without this ch js 
tribute, di: immortales ! immortal gods! was their orv time 


nary exclamation ; and they ſwear conftantly by this ai 
wibute, deos re/tor immortales, and ©9 mention nv moi 
b | Tu 


Tally faith expreſty, Nos Deum nift ſempiternum intelligere 
b gui pofſumus ? How can we conceive of Gap, but as an 
eternal being ? | eat 
Now the reaſon of this is evident, becauſe it would 
be the greateſt imperfeQion we could attribute to his be- 
; attri-M ing 3 and the more perfect his being were otherwiſe, the 
nz theſWgreater imperfeCtion would it be for ſuch a being to die ; 
ect and fo excellent a nature to ceaſe to be ; it would be an infi- 
rfeCtionſ aite abaſement to all his other perfeftions ; his power, 
it Govfland wiſdom, and goodneſs, that theſe ſhould all be 
bourdleſperifhing. Nay it would hinder ſeveral of his perfeftions, 
wing toland contradidt their very being : his ſelf-exiſtence ; had 
\calogicoſMWhe not always been of himſelf; his neceflary exiſtence 
:ed up-Mfor that is not neceſſarily, which may at any time not 
ice, thatliiſd:, or ceaſe to be what it is; and it would much abate the 


1at EviWoty of the creature 5 we could not have that aſſurance 
ptions olef his promiſe, and that ſecurity of the recompence of 
s, as hike next life, if the continuance of his being, who ſhould 


te the diſpenſer of them, were uncertain, 

Now theſe abſurdities and inconveniencies following 
om the denial of this perfeCtion to Gov, is ſufficient 
vidence that it belongs to him z for I told you the per- 
tions of Gon cannot be proved by way of demonitra- 
on, but only by way of conviCtion, by thewing the ab- 
dity of the contrary, 
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IT, From ſcripture and divine revelation, There ars 
et, Mumerable places to this purpoſe which ſpeak of the 
z Wcraity of God direftly, and by conſequence : by con- 

uence thoſe words, 2 Pet. lll. 8. One day with the 
be gods, j02D 1s as a thouſand years, and a thouſand years as 

z day 3 Which words, however interpreters have troub- 
* Gop, v4 themſelves about them, being afraid of a contradic- 
ox the hn in them, yet the plain meaning of them 1s this, that 
out this 2Jch is the infinite duration of God, that all meaſures 
their ord time bear no proportion to it ; for that. this is the 
7 by this 3 ain meaning, appears by this xcth Pſalm, ont of which 
on nv money are cited, for a thouſand years in thy fight are but 

TY yeſterday, woben it is paſt, and as a watch in the 


Vor, Vil, Ii Kghty 
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night, that is as the time paſt, as a few hours Nept a- if om c5 
way, for that is the meaning of @ watch in the might, MW menti, 
that is as nothing; now St, Peter's converſion of the | co-exi 
words, one day is as a thouſand years, and a thouſand ſſl & con 
years a: one day, only fignifies this, that the loug:& i ginnin; 
duration of time is ſo inconfiderable to God, that it sM eo5:cb 
as the ſhorteft, that is, bears no proportion to the eter. | Thi: 
nity of Gop. | | 

But direaly, the ſcripture frequently mentions thyll LI. $ 
attribute, he is called the eoiHlaſting God, Gen. x, 


57% The eternal Gop, Devt; xxxii, 27, and whichall BU. 
to the ſame purpoſe, he that inhbabiteth eternity, Th, 
Ivii. 15. And this as it is attributed to him im reſpetl I. D 


of his being, ſo in reſpe& of all his other perfetion, iſ perfect 
Pſal, ciii. 27. The mercy of the LorD is from evil be dedu 
laſting to everlaſiings Rom, 1. 20. bis eternal power, 
x Tim. i. 17. The king eternal. Thoſe doxologialfi x. C 
which the ſcripture uſeth are but acknowledgement that he 
of this attribute, Bleſſed be the Lorxy for ever eni{Rothing 
ever, Neh. ix. 5. To whom be glory, and honour, a 


dominion, for ever and ever, Gal. 1, 5. and in many oth 2. Cc 

places, | | ng, It 
Hither we may refer all thoſe places which ſpeak how tha 

him as without beginning, Pſal. xciii, 2. Thou art froftlways 

everlaſting. Mich. wer. 2. Whoſe goings furth ban 

been from everlaffting, Hab, i. 12, Art net th $9. Cor 


From everlaſling! O Loxp! And thoſe which ſpealiifeing al; 
| Ipeak of the perpetual continuance of his duration fſcannot þ, 
Plal. cii. 24, 25, 26, 279. Thy years are thro:ghaffipofſible 2, 
all generations, of e!d thou haft laid the foundations Wnutabilir 
the earth, and the heavens are the work of thy hariert the [; 
they ſhall periſh, but thou ſhalt endure z yea all of them f 
Wax vid like a garment, and as a weſture. ſhalt thou char 
them, and they ſvall be chang:d; but thou art the jan 
ard thy years ſhall have no end. 

And thoſe who ſpeak of him as the firſt and the lf 
Ifa. xliii. tO. Before me there was no Gov formed, ni 


ber ſhall there be any after me, d am the fiſt, an 
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+ Wl om the laſt, and befides me there is no God, And to 
«WU mention no more, thoſe which ſpeak of his being, as 

Wl co-exiftent to all difference of time, paſt, preſent, and 
=d if © come, Rev. i, 8, I am alpha, and omega, the be- 
> WM g1nni7g, and the ending, ſaith the Los D, _ 15, and 
- a MY xohich 2vas, and which is to come, 


er-M | Thirdly, I ſhall from hence draw, 
I. Some doQtrinal corallaries, 


FH, Some praQtical inferences, | 

'T. Dodtinal corollaries, that you may ſee how the 
perfeftions of Gop depend one upon another, and = 
be deduced one from another. 

x. Corol. From the eternity of Gop we may infer 


nothing before it to be a cauſe of it's being. 


ing, It is "neceſſary every thing ſhould be, when it is; 


-ak Bow that which is always is abſolutely neceflary, becauſe 
: f always ſo, | | 
h ban 


e tia 3- Coro), The immutabllity of the divine nature ; for 
| ſpealiffiveing always, he is neceſſarily, and being neceſſarily, he 

-ation {cannot but be what he is 3 a change of his being is as im- 

0:15 poſſible as a ceſſation. Therefore the Pſalmiſt puts his im- 

tions Yutability and eternity together. Pſal. cii. 27. But thou 
haniygrt the ſame, and thy years ſhall have no end, 

201 ths 

it cþ ar 


he fan a 


II. By way of praQtical inference or application. 


1. The conſideration of Gop's eternity may ſerve for 
the lalſhe ſupport of our faith, This Moſes here uſeth as a 
1::d, *Aground of his faith; LorD, thou haſt been our develling- 
ft, arl/ace, in all Senergtions, before the mountains were brought 


ith, Sc, Pal, Ixii, 8, Truſt in him at all times, ye 
Iiz people 


+I ary -- "FP ny 


that he is of himſelf That which always is, can have 


2. Corol, We may hence infer the neceſſity of his bes _ 
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people, His immenſity is an argument why all ſhould Se 

truſt in him, he is a preſent help to all 3 and why they at 
truſt in him at all times, his eternity is an argumenr, 
Deut, xxxiiit. 27. The eternal GoD 1s thy refuge, end | 
underneath are the everlafling arms. There are two at- W ( 
tributes which are the proper objefts of our faith and 


confidence, Gop's goodneſs, and his power, both theſe "or nr 
are eternal ; The goodneſs of the LoRD endureth for ever, i , 8 
as it is frequently in the Pſalms : and his power is eter- «Hr 
nal ; the apoſtle ſpeaks of his eternal power, as well az Wy z-. 


godhead ; Rom, i. 20, Ifa, xxvi, 4. Truft ye in tf, c,. 
LoRD for ever, for in the LoRD Fehowab 1s everlafiing i 6,101, 
Prength. Iſa, xl, 28. The everlaſfiing God, the Lozvr, WW: x. 
the Creator of the ends of the earth fainteth not, neither 


us weary op 
; | ; : : and 

We cannot truſt in men, becauſe there is nothing "avbag 
in man to be a foundation of our confidence z his good £13 
will towards us may change, his power may faint, and}, * 


he may grow weary ;z or if theſe continue, yet they 
that have a mind and a power to help us, themſelves ,.x... 
may fail ; therefore the Pfalmiſt uſeth this conſideratioa I 1, ,p,. 
of mens mortality, to take us off from confidence in 
man, Pſal. cxlvi. 3, 4. Put not your truft in princes, fl jj (4.6 
nor in the ſon of man, in whom there is no belp ; bis breath 
goeth forth, be returncth to bis earth, in that wery day 
his thoughts periſh, Iſa, ii. 22, Ceaſe ye from man, whole gion 
breath ts in his neftrilsz for wwberein 1s be to be accounted 11.4 
of ? The greateſt of the ſons of men are but {j:7 | 
refuges to the everlaſting Gov ; they are but brokcnr:19Þ thi, 
5 the rock of ages. | call'd.. 
And this may ſupport our faith, not only in referencs laftin 
to our own condition for the future, but in reference, pp\.q 
to our poſterity,..and the condition of Gop*®s church 
to the end of the world. When we die we may leave 
ours and the church in his hands, who lives for ever, 
and reigns for ever, The enemies of Gop's church, 
and thoſe who have the moſt malicious deſigns againſt it, 
whatever ſhare they may have in the affairs of " 
4 WoOTr:o, 
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The eternity of Gon. 
world, they can but domineer for a while, they muſt 
die, and that wery day their thoughts periſh : but thy 
throne, O Gop, 1s for ever and ever, 


Ser. 155 


2, For the encouragement of our obedience, We ſerve 
the Gop who can give us an everlaſting reward. The 
reward of the next life is called eternal life, an eternal 
weight of glory, 2. Cor. iv, 17. Eternal ſalvation, Heb. 
V. 9. An eternal tnheritance, Heb, ix, 15, That place 
where good men ſhall be rewarded is called, Everlaſting 
babitations, Luke xvi. g. A houſe eternal in the heavens, 
2 Cor. v. 1, As the promiſe of our future reward js 
founded in the goodneſs of Gop, and the greatneſs of it 
in his power, ſo the duration of it in his eternity, Now 
what an encouragement is this to us, that we ſerve him 
and ſuffer for him who lives for eyer, and will make us 
happy for ever ? When we ſerve the great men of this 
world, though we be ſecure of their affeQtion, yet we 
are uncertain of their lives ; and this diſcourageth many, 
and makes men worſhip the rifing ſun, and many times 
takes off mens eyes from the king, to his ſuccilor : but . 
he that ſerves Gop, ſerves the king everlaſting, as the 
apoſtle calls him, who will live to diſpenſe rewards to 
all thoſe who are faithful to him, 


3. For the terror of wicked men, The ſentence 
which ſhall be paſt upon men at the day of judgment, is 
called Eternal judgment, Heb, vi. 2, becauſe it decides 
mens eternal ſtate; the puniſhment that ſhall follow 
this ſentence, which ſhall paſs upon the wicked, is 
call'd, Everlaſting puniſhment, Matth. xxv. 36. Ever- 
lafling fire, Matth. xxv, 41. Everlaſting deſtrufion, 
2 ThefT, ii. 9. The wengeance of eternal fire, Jude 7. 
The ſmoke of the bottomleſs pit, is ſaid, to aſcend for ever 
end ever, Rev. xiv. It. and the wicked to be tormented 
day and night, for ever and ever, Rev. xx. 10, Now as 
the puniſhment of wicked men is founded in the juſtice - 
of Gop ; and the greatneſs of jt in his power ; ſo the 


113 — perpetuity | | 
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perpetuity and continuance of it in his eternity. The 
apoſtle faith, Heb, x. 31. It is a fearful thing to fall 
into the hands of the living God ; becauſe he that lives 
for ever can puniſh for ever ; as the eternal demerit of 
fin feeds, and animates, and keeps alive the never dying 
worm, ſo the wrath of the eternal Gop blows up the 
eternal flame. 

How ſhould this vwakon. 7 in ug a fear of the eternal 
Gov! Sinners, what a folly is it, for the pleaſures of 
fin, which are but for a ſeaſon, to incenſe that juſtica 
which will puniſh and turment you for ever! As good 
men ſhall have the everlaſting Gop for their reward, and 
their happineſs 3 ſo wicked men ſhall bave him for thei 
judge and avenger, 

We tear the wrath of men, whoſe power 1s ſhort, and 
evhoſe breath is in their neſtrils, who can afAict but a lit- 
tle, and for a little while, Doft thou fear man that foal 
die, and the ſon of man that ſhall be made as graſs # and 
is not the wrath of the eternal Gov much more ter- 
r:-ble ? Luke xi!, 4, 5. And I fay unto you, wy friends, 
be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after hat 
bawe no more that they can do ; but I will forewarn ym 
Whom ye ſhall fear ;, fear him, <oho after be my tld, 
bath peer to caſh into hell, yea, I ſay un! o yor, fear h:m 
'The wrath of man is deſpicable, becauſe it hath bounds 
and Il:mits ; the fury of man can but reach to the body, 
it can go no farther ; it expires with this life 5 it cans. 
not follow us beyond the grave; but the' wrath of whe 
eternal GoDy doth not only reach the body, but the ſout; 
it is nut confined to this Lie, but purſues us to the other 
world, and extends itfelf to all eternity, 

Fear bim, vho after be hath killed, hath power to caf 
into hell, that ; is, to inflict eternal toxments 3 yea, / /.y 
ants you, fear bim, 
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a= | The incomprehenſibleneſs of Gov. 


-nd8, | J Oo B., XI, To 


: yu WCanſft thou by ſearching find out Goyp ? Canſft thou find 


AY out the Almighty unto per feftion ? 

";2, | 

rands | 

bouy, I N treating of the properties and perfeftions of Gop, 
car I ſhall at preſent conſider that which reſults from 
© v2 the infinite excellency of his nature and perfeftion, com- 
j0ut; Fpared with the imperfection of our underſtandings, which 


8 commonly called, the incomprehenſibleneſs of Gov, 
his you have expreſſed here in the words of Zophar, 
Lanſi thou by ſearching find out God ? &c, | 
There is no great difficulty in the words 3 Canft thou 
by ſearching find out Gop, foteſne perveſtigare intima 
Ver, ſo Caſtalio tranſlates it; doſt thou know God in- 
imately, and thoroughly within and without 2 Canſt 
hou pierce into the center of his perfe&tions, and dive 

bo he bottoga of them ? Aud, Canft thu find out the 
; Ha Almighty 
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Almighty ts perfefion ? Canſt thou find out the Al. 
mighty, ſave ad ultima, to the very laſt and utmoſt of 
him? ſo as thou canſt ſay after a thorough ſearch and 
enquiry, there is no perfe&tion in Gop beyond this, there 
is nothing of him now that remains to be known ; this 
he-is, and no other ; that he is, and no otherwiſe ; this 
he c:n do, and no more; hither doth his knowledge, 
and power, and wiſdom reach, and no farther, 

Canſt thou do this? Theſe interrogations bave the force 
of a vehement negation ; as if he had ſaid, Ne, thou 
canſk not; Gop is unſearchable, he is incomprehen- 
fible, 

The two queſtions in the text feem to be only two 
ſeveral expreſſions of the ſame thing. The firſt queſtion 
is undoubtedly general, concerning the nature and per- 
feftions of Gop in general ;3 Canſft thou by ſearching find 
ore Gon ? Canſt thou by the moſt diligent ſearch and 
enquiry come to a perfe&t knowledge and underſtand- 
ing of him ? | 
The ſecond queſtion may ſeem to be a particular in- 
Rance to the general truth implied in the firſt queſtion; 
he ſeems to inſtance in his power ; as if he had ſaid, 
Gor zs wunſcarchable, and then, had inftanced in a par- 
ticular perfeCtion, rbþe power of Gon, canfl thou by 
ſear ching find out Gor ? Thou canit not comprehend 


the divine nature and perfeQions in general ; Canſt thi 


2 out the Almighty unto perfeftiun ; Confider particu- 


arly his power, and ſee if thou canſt know the utmoſt 


of that, But I rather think, that the latter queſtior 


is altogether the ſame in ſenſe with the former ; and 


that the attribute of Almighty, which is here given tc 
Gov, is uſed by way of deſcription, and not intende 
by way of inſtance, Canſt thou find out the Almighty 


that is, Gop, unto perfettton ? Which way ſoever wt 


take the words, it is not much mater.al z we mi 
ground this obſervation upon them: 


That God is incomprehenſible, 
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of 'T his term or attribute is a relative term, and ſpealsg 
nd I 2 r<)ation between an objeRt and a faculty, between Gop 
and a created underſtanding ; fo that the meaning of it 
his Wis plainly this, that no created underſtancing can com< 
-his MW prebend GoD, that js, have a perfe& and exatt know- 
ledge of him, ſuch a knowledge as is adequate to the 


_ perfeCtion of the objet. Or thus, the nature and per- 
ce Ml fections of Gop are above the underſtanding of any of 
thou I £1s crezturcz 5 1t is only his own infinite underſtanding 
\en. Ml tat can; frame a perfect idea of 'his own perfeCtion, 
WW CoD knows himſelf, his own underſtanding compre= 
two I £205 iis own perfeftions ; but he is incomprebenfible 
Rion to his creatures, 
per- Indeed, there is nothing more obvious than Gor; 


- find for ke 7s far from ewery one of us, in him we live, 
ard muy, and Fave cur being ; there needs no great 
tand. (corel to find v7 there 18 a Gor 3 an etzrnal power and 
deity are clearly j-:n in the things avhich are made, as the 
apo"]e tells us 5 but the manner of the being, ang pro- 
perti-5, ayd perfeCtions of this God, theſe cannot be 
| ſaid, ſ{coraprehended by a finite underſtanding, I ſhall prove 


the doQtrine, and then apply it, 


a par- 
20u by ; | « : : ; 
-chent} Firſt, For the proof of it, I will attempt it theſe 
ft thu three ways. 

articu- | FO ng, 

utmoſt 1. By way of inſtance, or induQtion of particulars, 
ueſtion | BH | 
r.; and II. By way of conviction, 

ven O( Ni | = 

tend 111. By giving the clear reaſon of it, 


Imighty 
ver Wt 
ve Mi 


I. By way of inſtance, And I ſhall give you inſtances 
oth on the part of the obje&, and of the ſubjet; or 


egree., 


I, On the part of the objett, The nature of Cop, 


le excellency and perfeCion. of Gyp, the works and 
ways 


Th 


he perſons who are capable of knowing God in any + 


g8o The incomprehenſibleneſs Ser. 156, I Ser. 


ways of Gop are above our thoughts and apprehen. The 
fions, The nature of Gop ; it 1s vaſt and infinite, MW the w! 
Job xxxvi. 26, Gop 7s great, and wwe know bim na, Wl Which 
"Job xxxvii. 23. Touching the Almighty, we cannot find things, 
Sim out, Plal. cxlv, 3. His greatneſs is unſearch« il gorks 
able, | Ways 2 
' The excellencies and perfeQtions of Gor ; his im- Mibund-; 
menfity, 2 Chron. 1i. 6. The þeawven of heawers can-lus expr 
not contain him: The eternity of his duration, from MWdo but. 
everlaſting to everlaſiing he is God, . We cannot imagine Job xx2 
any limits of his preſence, nor bounds of his duration: Wb; cha 
the infiniteneſs of his knowledge, Pſal. cxlvii. 5. His Wby the 
wnderflanding is infiuite, When we think of the wiſ- Who 2v0 
dom and knowledge of Gop, our beſt way is to fall Mibem: a! 
into admiration, Rom, xi, 35, O the depth of the ricvs Worth fu 
both of the wiſdom and knowledge of Go! ings car 
Whereas the fcripture ſpeaks of thoſe perfe&ionsWGoÞ i 
of Gov, which the creatures do in ſome meaſure andſſh Cor. j 
degree partake of, 15 his goodneſs, and power, and wil-fſſcalled, < 
dom, and holii.eſs, 2nd immortality, it attributes themſpf br; gr 
in ſuch a pecuJiar and divine manner to Gop, as doth exe|ſſhot tell 
clude and ſhvt out the creature from any claim or ſhareſii. I8, 1 
or title to them, Matt. xix. 16, 17, Why callef! thou meſeints, « 
good 3 there is none good but one, that is Gop. 1 Tim, berght, | 
vi. 15, 16. Wh» is the Ll:fed ard only fotertate, Tobq n0wledg 
enly bath immortality, 1 Tim. i. 17, The c:ly viſe Go? ſhis love 
Rev. xv. 4. For thou only art Zoly, In io inconceiveableſſt, ze pa} 


a manner doth Gop poſſeſs theſe perfetions which heſſr and 16 
communicates, and we can only underſtand them as hefble ; fo: 
communicates them, and not as he poſſeſſes them ; ſo thatiore 2vþ, 
when we conſicer any of theſe divine perfedions, welobich «2; 
muſt not frame notiors of tkem contrary ' to what theffuards th 
are in the creature, nor muſt we limit them by whatEFhoſe jo) 
they are in the crexture, but ſay, the goodneſs and thaf Pet, ;, 

wiſdom of Go» are all this which is in the creature, andhe happ 
much more which I am not able to comprehend ; thehich eye 
tranſcendent degree, and the ſingularity of theſe divindiÞro eþe 'þ; 


perfeAtions, which are communicable, is beyond wha 
we ers able to conceive, q 
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of GoB, 


The works of. Gov, they are likewiſe unſearchable : 


5 
3 
3 v 


the works of -creation and of redemption, Job v. 9g. 
Which doth great things, and unſearchable, marvellous 
things, paſt Gebing out ; and then he inſtanceth in the 
forks of GoD, Job xxvi. 14. Lo, theſe are part of his 
ways + But how little @ portion 1s beard of him ? and the 
thunder of his woice who can underfliand ? So that he tells 
us expreſly, we cannot find out the works of Gop, we 
do but know part of them. The queſtion which he puts, 
Job xxxvii. 16. Doft thou know the wwondrous works of 
bim that is perfe& in knowledge ? can only be anſwered 
by the words of the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. civ. 24. O Lozp, 
how 4vorderful are thy works ! in wiſdom haſt thou made 
them all, 'The work of redemption ; in this there ſhines 
vrth ſuch wiſdom, mercy, and love, as our underſtand- 
ings cannot reach ; this work is called the wviſdom of 
0Þ in a myſtery, hidden wiſdom, copia arorirpupiing 
Cor. it, 7, The mercy, and grace, and love of it is 
alled, The riches of GoD's mercy, and the exceeding riches 
bis grace, Eph. ii. 4, 7. Now riches is when you can- 
tot tell the utmoſt of them, pauperrs eff numerare, Eph. 
lt. 18, 19. That ye may be able to comprehend with ail 
ants, wwhat is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
berght, and to know the love of ChrIsT, which paſſeth 
nowledge, When we have the largeſt apprehenſions of 
his love, ſo that we think we comprehend it and know. 
t, zt paſſeth knowledge ; yea, theeffets of Gop's pow- 
and love, which he manifeſts in believers, are unſpeak- 
ble ; for he is able to do for us exceeding aburdantly a- 
pe what we can aſk or think, according to the power 
hich worketh in us, Eph. iii. 20, The peace which 
uards their ſouls paſſerh all underſtanding, Phil. ive 7. 


y whatWhoſe joys which fill their hearts are not to be expreſſed 


and thy Pet, i, $, we read of joy unſpeakable and full of glory, 
Ire, anlWhe happineſs they hope for is inconceiveable ; it is that 
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ich eye bath nat ſeen, ner ear beard, nor hath entered 
vibe beart of man, which Go bath laid up for us. 
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The ways of Gop': providence are not to be traced, WM perfe 
Pfal. hoxvii. 19. Thy way is in the ſea, and thy paths in Ml him 
the great quaters, and 'y feorfteps are not knozon, Eccleſ, M to hi 
iii, 112. No man can find out the work that Gon makcth M is but 
from the bevinring to the end, We are but of yeſterday, MW knoy 
and know nothing. When we look upon Govy's pre- S be lil 
vidence, we take a part from the whole, and conſider it WW apoſt! 
by itſelf, without relation to the whole ſeries of his dif. WW ceiwe 
penfation : we cannot ſee the whole of Gov's providence i cauſe 
at one view, and never ſee from the beginning of the W gal 
works of Gop to the end ; therefore our knowledge of E things 
them muſt needs be very imperfe&, and full of miſtakes, I have c 
and falſe judgments of things 3 we cannot, by our petty Iſ the te; 

and ſhort-fighted deſigns, judge of the works of Gov, EY narert; 
and the deſigns of providence z for our ways are not as histhe bl: 
ways, nor our thoughts as bis thoughts ; but as the heavensFis no q 
ere high above the earth, ſo are his ways above our ways For not, 
end his thoughts above our thoughts, Iſa, lv. 8, 9. Ti But 
ways of Gop*'s mercy, Pſal. citi. As the beowvens arc h:ighWſalſe ap 
above the earth, ſo great is GoD*s mercy, Pſal, cxxxizeurk, } 
17, 19, How precious are thy thoughts unto me # ruff ſ1]ya 
great is the ſumof them ? If T ſhould count them, they artſn0 C 
more in number than the ſand, And the ways of Gov'iWe(ze 
judgments ; the ſeverity and greatneſs of his judgment But ] 
is not known, Pfal, xc, Who knoweth the power of thirtFits of j\ 
' . anger ? ind who may fland before thee wvhen thou art anWr:chenſi, 
| ry P And the reaſons of his judgments are unſearchaÞ29w1ed 
le, Pſal. xxxvi, 6, Thy judgments are a great de:f utmc 
Rom. xi. 35, How wunſearcbable are his judgments, analy 1, 
his ways paſt finding out ! Theſe are the inſtances onflnces, 
the part of the object, | 00's 
lired tg 
2. On the part of the ſubje&, or the perſons capable 4 x 
of knowing Gov in any meaſure, The perte&t knovy our na 
ledge of God is above a finite creature's underſtand.ngFe thall | 
Wicked men are ignorant of Gop, and full of falſe apÞ'e v./i0 
prehenſions of him ; the ſcripture gives this deſcriptioF\! 01 
of them; they are thoſe that know not Gop, 2 "Thi: may 
7. Wicked men are ſo fas from kyowing Gov 'F'c-. 
per 
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-4, WI perfeftion, that they have hardly any true knowledge of 
in MW him ; for as the man himſelf is, fo will Gop ſeem to be 
'ef, MW to him ; the idea and notions which men have of Gop, 
th is but the piQture of their own complexion, To a true 
ay, MW knowledge there is required likeneſs ; a man's mind muſt 
"r0- fl be like the thing he would underſtand : therefore the 
r it Wl apoſtle tells us, the natural, or animal man, doth not re- 
diſ- Wl cerwe the things of Gor, he is not capable of them, be= 
ence Il cauſe his mind 1s unſuitable to them, he is o>zp7g roy 
the I Eapal©-, full of body, and he cannot reliſh ſpiritual 
e of things ; even thoſe natural notions which wicked men 
zkes, I have of Gop, are ftrangely tinftured and obſcured by 
Detty Wy the temper of the man ; they are /ax ſ-pulta in opaca 
30D, MW materfa, light buried and hid 1n matter and darkneſs, in 
as his the blackneſs of a foul and 1mpure heart ; ſo that there 
avens 1s no queſtion of them, whether they comprehend Gop 
Tay, {or not. | | 
Thefl But good. men cannot find out Gon, they have ſome 
-c high{Wfalſe apprehenfions of him ; all their apprehenfions are 
-xxxitſeark, have much of obſcurity intiem; rhey know Gop 
? bro falvation, but not pertection ; in this lie we 6o but 
hey art know GoD in part, that is, in compariſon of the knows 
Gop'Wdze which our natures are capable of, | 
gmenti] But I will inftance yet higher ;. the angels and the ſpi- 
of thireF'ts of juſt men made perfect, though they have true ap- 


art anWrchenfions of CoD, yet they a2 not arrive to perfect 
earcha$20wledge of hita, they cannot prrv/7/gare ultima, know 
at deep he utmoſt of Gop ; the cherubiras themſelves are conti- 
nts, ardally looking at the mercy feat, "fo which the apoſtle 
inces ol uces, 1 Pet. i, 12, when he telis us, the myſtery of 


0»'s mercy in the gofoel was a thing which the anzels 
fired to pry into, In heaven that 2onrch 15 7 part ſhall 
dine away, that is, our knowledge thail be as. perfect 
F knovwy our natures are capable; but it hail be finite, Whe 

Randingſ® ſhall fee Gon face ro face, that is, have an imme- 
falſe apſÞ'< vilion of him, ard fee him as he 1s, that is, not 
eſcript\\F}!% our underfiantings tinzttured by the luſt ur paijion 
2 The may darten cur raind, or miſrepreſent the obiect x 
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for the apoſtle tells us, ve ſhall ſee him, becauſe 2oe ſhall 
be like him ; yet then we ſhall have ſhort and undequate 


Ser 


I thi 
apprehenfions of him, we ſhall ſtil] retain our limited na- bry 
tures and finite underſtandings. Dita, 

” 
II. By way of conviction. Doft thou know perfeQly - bag 
the nature of a finite ſpirit, the perfetion and the power _ 
of an angel, how being immaterial they. can a upon * Lag 
matter, "and move that which can make no reſiſtance to 2a 
a ſpirit ? Doſt thou know how they can move themſelye ſpan, 
to a great diſtance in a moment, and dart themſelves from and © 
one part of the world to another ? Doft thou know how weigh 
man is formed :n the loweſt parts of the earth, as the Pſal. = aaq 
miſt expreſſeth it ; and the curious frame of our bodies . Milts 0 
wrought from ſuch rude principles in fo dark a ſhoy' within 
Canſt thou give an account how the ſoul 's united to the Roa 
body, by what bands or holds a ſpirit is fo cloſely and « object ; 
- timately conjoined to matter ? Doft thou know how thy "ih 
ſelf underſtandeſt any thing, and canft retain the diftind "+4 
ideas and notions of ſo many objetts without confuſion! Ht 
Doft thou know the leaſt parts of matter, how they ; too bip 
knit together ; and by what cement they —_— fa "oP 7 
to one another, that they can hardly be ſeparated '? ind bear, 
Now if the creatures be ſo unſearchable, and the know dings 
ledge of theſe be too hard for thee 3 is not the mas Rc 
them nmiuch more incomprehenſible, who 2 4 "ivy 
theſe perfe&tions which he communicates, = . ma __ 
which cannot be communicated to a creature ? If inn ag by; 
tural and ſenſible things, maxima pars eorum que on 
eft minima pars eorum qua neſcimus 3 how much m_ ; Es 
' true of Gov, that our ignorance is more than our * Sap 
ledee ; when the whole earth and all the _— "eat 
no proportion to him? Ifa. xl, 15, 17. BY ant "wy wh 
wations of the earth are as the drop of the buc ff, os oo 
#he ſmall duſt of the balarce ; all nations guarh 11% at is 4 
'wothing, and are accounted to pim teſs than nothing. Bi, Goh 
311, Y-emuah 
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l III, By ſhewing you the clear reaſon of it, which is 
e WW this, the diſproportion between the faculty and the ob- 
- WW je, the finiteneſs of our underſtandings, and the infi- 
niteneſs of the divine nature and perfeftions, Gop/7s 
greater than our hearts, and therefore as he knows more 
t!) WW than we do, as the apoftle reaſons, 1 John wi. 20, ſo he is 
"WW more than can be known by us ; he is too vaſt an obje& 
100 for our underſtanding te entertain, for our minds to re- 
" WY ceive, Thou may'ſt as well mete out the heaven with a 
Iva ſpan, and meaſure the waters in the hollow of thy hand, 
ron and comprehend the duſt of the earth in a little urn, and 
how weigh the mountains 1n ſcales, and the hills in a littie 
Pals balance, as think to circumſcribe Gov in the narrow h- 
op , mits of thy thoughts, or to bring that which is infinite 
ho" within the compaſs of that which is finite, 
o ul And there is not only the vaſtneſs and greatneſs of the 
Nemn objet; but the glory and reſplendency of it, does ſo 
v MYMGazzle our ſight, that we cannot perfectly ſee it, 2 Tim. 


2 vi, 16. He dave!l:th in light which no man can approach 
Ul 4 


ney art 
{0 tal 


too big, ſo he is too bright an obje& for 9ur underſtand= 
ngs 3 the preſence of his glory over-powers our minds, 


f and bears down our faculties, and conquers our under- 
kno ſtandings, 
os I come now to apply this doftrine of the incomprehen- 
Jet ibleneſs of the divine nature, If the nature, and per- 
A es etions, and ways, and works of Gop be incomprehen- 
a ſcim ble, and paſt finding out ; 
more Fl 1, It calls for our admirati jon 

knodll t calls for our admiration, and veneration, and re- 
i rence, Theſe are the beſt apprehenſions of him that is 
al comprehenſible ; a filent veneration of his excellencies, 
i = the beſt acknowledgment of them, We muſt adziire - 
i pet hat we cannot apprehend or expreſs, Zach. ix. 17, Horw 


| eat 1s bis goodneſs, and how great 1s his leauty ? The 
11S" Wi way to celebrate the praiſes of Gov, is that which 
NM ehemiah uſeth, Nehem. ix. 5. And bleed be thy glo- 
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unto, whom nv man hath ſeen, nor can ſee, As Gop is © 
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riaus name, Which is exalted above all bleſſing and praiſe, 
Whenever we ſpeak or think of Gop, we neceſſarily de- 
tract from his perfeCtions ; but even this neceſſity is glo- 
rious to him, and this ſpeaks his perfeQtion, that the 
higheſt finite underſtanding muſt have imperfe& theughts 
of him, ' 

We ſhould make up in reverence and veneration. what 
we fall ſhort of in knowledge, Reverence is an acknow- 
Jedement of diſtance ; by our reverence of the divine ma- 
Jefly, we ſhould beſt awe our hearts, in a ſenſe of the di. 
ſtance which is between his infinite nature and perfeCtion, 
and our finite apprehenfions, Worldly greatneſs will 
cauſe wonder, the thoughts of earthly majefty will com- 
poſe us to reverence 3 how .much more ſhould thoſe ex- 
cellencies which are beyond what we can imagine ! Ifa, vi, 
you have there Gop repreſented fitting upon his throne, 
and the ſeraphims about him, which are deſcribed to us as 
hawing each fix <vings, and with twain they cover their 
faces, Creatures of the brighteſt underſtanding, and the 
moſt exalted purity and holineſs, cover their faces in the 
preſence of Gop*s glory, they choole rather to venerate 
God than look upon him, 


IT. This calls for humility and modeſty. The confi- 
deration of Cov's unſearchable perfeQtions ſhould make 


the haughtinels of man to flosp, and brins down his provid 
g Ps g 


looks, and GoD alone fpould be exalted. The thought d 
Goy's excellency ſhould abaſe us, and make us w!!le :n 
eur on eyes, it ſhould make all thoſe petty excellencie 
that we pride ourſelves in, to vaniſh and diſappear. 76! 
treaſures of <viſdom and knowwleage which are in Goo 
thould hide pride from man, It ſhould hide thoſe lit! 
parts and gifts which we are ſo apt to glory in, as th 
ſan hides the ſtars. When we conſider Gop, we ſhoul 
be ſo far from admiring ourſelves, that we ſhould with: 
humble thankfulneſs wonder that GoÞ ſhould regard fu 
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inconfiderable nothings as we are, Pſa}. vii. 1, 3, 4 


«i 


Ser. 156. of Gon. 387 


who baſt ſet thy glory above the heavens) When I conſider 

the heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and ihe 

, fars which thou haſt ordained ; what is man, that thou 

e art mindful of him ? or the fon of man, that thon wiſts 

'S him 9 He that confiders the glory of Gopy, and the great- 

neſs of his works, will think ſo meanly of himſelf, that 

at he will be aſtoniſhed that Gop ſhould mind him or viſit 

"_ him. This is a noble ſtrain of humility in David, by 

os which he acknowledgeth that the greateſt king of the 
di- MW earth, how conſiderable ſoever he may be in reſpe@ of 

on, MY men, is but a pitiful thing to Gop. 
will When we ſpeak to Gop, we ſhould do it with great 
zm- MM humility, Ecclef. v. 2, 3. Let thy wwords be few, for 
ex- | GoD 75 in heaven, and thou upon earth, We ſhould ſay 
1.vi. ſy to Gor, Job xxxvii, 19, Teach ws what we ſhall ſay uns 
yore, I fo thee, for wwe canuot order our ſpeech by reaſon of dars- 
as as reſt. And when we think or {peak of him, we ſhould 
+jcir do it with great modeſty, we ſhould not raſhly pronounce 

& the or determine any thing concerning Gony., Simonides be- 
in the ing aſked, what Gop was ? defire done day's time.to con» 
neratz fder, then he defired two, and then four. The more 
we think of God, the leis peremptory ſhall we be in de- 
fining him. He that conſiders that Gor is incompre- 


\ confi- henſible, will not pretend to know all the ways of infinite 


3 makeſknowledge, and the utmoſt of infinite power, and al 
is prod the reaſons of Gon's ways and providences. He that 
\aoht df 'ghtly values his oven ſhort nnderftanding, and the un- 
« ile iFÞumited perfetions of Gop, will not be apt to fay, this 
.ellencieo0D> cannot do, this he cennot know, ſuch ways are not 
ar. JbFperceable to his widdom. He that knows Gop and hime 


in Go elt, will be mcdeſt in theſe cafes, he will em£yey, ab- 
Loſe Iran from all peremptory pronouncing in theſe matters 3 
n, as WF" conſiders that one man many times differs ſo much 
we ſhougom another in knowledge and ſkill of working, that he 
11g with do thoſe things which another bclieves impoſlible + 
regard {uFJvt we have pitiful thoughts of Gon, if we think the 
3; ® ference between one man and another is any thing to 
11 the earſ* vaſt diſtance that is between the Civine upderſtending 

WF kk k 3 


_—_— 


ws + <eies <A odf# AE Au A 4 tos oo tn RYE" EINE? 
A— gluing putapdtceecr cen <a Homes 


388 The incomprehenſibleneſs, &c. Ser.1 56, 


and our ignorance, the divine power and our weakneſs, 
the wiſdom of Gop and the folly of men, 


HI. The incomprehenfibleneſs of Gop's perfeftions 
calls for the higheſt degree of our affeftion, How ſhould 
we fear this great glorious GonD! Pſal, xc. 11. Who 
knoweth the power of thine anger ? even according to thy 
fear, ſo is thy wrath, Fear is the moſt infinite ot all our 
paſſions, and fills us with the moſt endleſs jealouſy and 
ſuſpicions ; GoDd*'s wrath is greater than our fear, ac- 
cording to thy fear, ſo is thy wvrath, 

How ſhould we love him, when we are aſtoniſhed with 
admiration of Gop's goodneſs, and ſay, hozw great is thy 
goodneſs, and how great is thy beauty ? Behold, what 
manner of love the father hath beſicwwed upon us ! How 
great ſhould our love be to him ! What manner of love 
AJhould we return to him ! | 

This calls for the higheſt degree of our faith, With 


*what confidence ſhould we rely upon him, who 7s ab/e 1 


elo for us exceeding abundantly abowe <chat we can off © 
#hink | 

To conclude, This requires the higheſt degree of our 
ſervice : how ſhould our hearts be enlarged to run the 
*vays of his commandments, who hath laid up for ws ſuch 
things, that eye hath rot ſcen, nor car heard, nor bawt 
entered into the heart of man # 
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'® art there, If I take the wwings of the morning, and 
' dwell in the uttermoſ} parts of ihe ſea, even there ſhall 
| thy hard lead me, and thy right baud fhall huld me, 


P. 355» 
SERM, 


—_— 


S E R M. CLV, 
The eternity of Gon, 
PSALM. xc. 2. 

Before the mountains were brought forth, 6r ever thou 
badſt formed the earth and the werld, even from ever. 
laſting to everlafling thou art Gop. ...PÞ.. 367, 

S'E.R M.. CLVI. | 
'The incomprehenſibleneſs of Gop, 


| FURY 
Canft thou by ſearching find out Gop ? Canſt thou find 
out the Almighty unto perfefton 7 Pp. 377» 


The end of the eighth Volume, 


